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T O 

The Right Honourable 

GEORGE 

EARL OF HALIFAX, 

VISCOUNT SUNBURYj 
Auiitor of the Exchequer, One of 

his Majefiy's mofl bonottrabh 'Privy 
Couneil, Kmght of the Bath, &c. 

MY LORD, 

BlgnQO Your illudrious Uncle, the 
MT^ late Earl of Halifax, I had 
MhbS the honour to dedicate the 
Tranflation of Monfieur db 
St. Evremond s Worb 5 and to Yout 
* z Lordfliip, 



;7. 12- 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



2>E^ICATI0K 

fufficiently tempting^ They are indeed 
fuch, that were great Men but judici* 
ouily felfifti, they would for their own 
ends only, apply themfelves to gain 
Friends among Men of Parts 5 fince by 
fuch acquifitions they are fure to gain 
ftrength and publick Efteem while they 
live, and when dead an illullrious Me* 
mory. 

Of that Archbifliop of Toledo, and 
of that Conde DE Lemos, who werct 
both cotcmporaries with MliJUBL 
Cervantes, we know nothing but 
front the Writings of that celebrated 
Author, who gratefully glories that he 
was fupported by them, and has perpe- 
tuated their Names with thisPraife to all 
fucceding times, in his immortal Hifto- 
ry of 2)o» ^isote. To be mention'd 
with efteem by a fine Writer, is a pa- 
tent for efteem in all future Ages, and 
an exemption from contempt and obli- 
vion. This has been the good fortune 
of MECENAS, and of frch other great 
Men, who h^d tafte enough, or art e^ 

^4 nough. 
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fiough, to encourage Genius and Leam«* 
ing. The dexterity of their condu^ 
in this refped has even hid or difguis'd 
the folly or deformity of their manage- 
ment in other inftances5 and it has 
been remembred that they were gene- 
rous Patrons, when it was forgot that 
they were diflioneft or dangerous Poli- 
ticians. 

But to confider this in another and 
more general light, I beg leave, Mr 
Lord, to repeat here what I obferved 
before to your renowned Predeceflbr, 
whofe Character has rais'd all thefc 
refledtions in me ; I there endeavour'd 
to fhew that nothing contributes fo 
much to the fupport and encourage- 
ment of Learning, as Liberty. 

Liberty infpires a noble and elevated 
Confidence, which naturally enlarges the 
Mind, and gives it an emulation to trace 
out new roads to the Sciences : where- 
as a fervile Dependance terrifies the Soul, 
and fills it with a timorous circumlpec- 
tiofl, which renders it mean and grove- 
ling, 
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ling, and even fruftrates ip moft refin'd 
natural Talents. Greece and Italy ne- 
ver had illuftripus Writers, but whilft 
they preferved their Liberty : the lols 
of that, was foUow'd by the decay of 
Wit, and the ruin of polite Learning. 
Greece, formerly the Seat of the Mufcs, 
is now involved in a firightfiil Barbarity 
under the Slavery of the Ottoman Em- 
pire 3 and Italy, which under the influ- 
ence of the Senate and People was fo 
fruitful in great and learned Men, now 
fubje(St; to the Tribunal of the Inquifi- 
tion, produces no confiderablc Works 
of Emdition or Politenefs. 
• Even in France, the Number of the 
Learned has decrcas'd, in proportion as 
the People loil their Liberty. The 
Reign of Francis I. the Father and 
Reitorer of Letters, produced a great 
number of fiich 5 and under Henri IV. 
we find a Scaliger, a Casaubon, a 
Thuanus, a Montaigne, a Pas- 
QUiER, and a Malherbe. Thofe 
great Genius's were foUow'd under the 

Reign 
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Reign of Lewis XIII. by feveral illii- 
ftrioiis Perfons, who may be lookd 
upon as their Difciples j Salmasius, 
Blondel, Bochart, Sirmond, Pe- 
T A VI us, all Men of immenfe Learn- 
ing 5 thofc great Philofophers, Gas* 
SENDUs and Des Cartes 5 thofe ex- 
cellent Wits, Balzac, Voiture, Sa- 
RAsiN, CoRNEiLLE, &c. But the al- 
mod abfolute power which Richelieu 
afterwards exercised, cad a damp and 
didrud: upon mens minds, and ftopp'd 
the progrefs of Letters. They made^ 
indeed, an effort to recover under the 
Miniftry of Cardinal Mazarin, du- 
ring which people enjoy 'd a greater 
Lioerty ; and 'tis to this difpofition of 
the time that we owe Pascal, Mo- 
LiERE, Racine, Despreaux, and 
LA Fontaine. But if fince then, 
there have been great Genius's (as doubt- 
lefs there have been and are) they were 
fo conftrain'd, as either to have forborn 
writing at all, or to have exprels'd by 

halves what they thought. 

Thus, 
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Thus, LA Bruyeile complains, that 
the French are cramp d in Satyr' ^ Re- 
gis, the famous Philofopher, folliciced 
ten years for a Licence to publifli his 
Courfe of Philoibphy, and at lad ob- 
tained it on this condition only, that he 
(hou'd retrench whatever difpleas'd his 
Cenfors j Monfieur de Fontenelle 
has been obliged to depart from the 
freedom found in his firft Works. And 
were we to judge of the Tafte of Lite- 
rature in France by the Writin'gs of its 
prefcnt Authors, we might fay, that an 
ill Tafte has got the afcendant 5 that 
they diftinguifh themfelves neither with 
relpe(5^ to Learning, nor Wit 5 and that 
they corrapt even their Language by 
nnnatural and irregular turns, and by 
affeding a (hort fententbus Style. And 
this decay of Learning is without doubt 
to be attrilHited to the nature of the Go- 
vernment, and not to the Genius of the 
Nation. 

That thefe were the Sentiments of 
the late Lord Halifax as well as mine, 

was 
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was apparent from his Diicourfe, and 
from the tenor of his Life and A<^ions4 
He knew that Liberty and Learning 
were infeparable, and naturally produce 
one another 5 and that whoever would 
preferve the one, muft cherifli the o- 
ther. 

Your LordQiip's Love of Letters 
and the poUte Arts, which you im- 
proved by feveral years Travels, e- 
ven beyond the bounds of Europe 5 
and your known Attachment to the 
Intereft of your Country, the pains 
you have taken, the ejcpence you have 
been at, and the fiiccels you have had, 
in ferving it, in fupporting its genuine 
friends, in weak ning its domeftick e- 
nemies, in withdrawing numbers from 
their intoxicated zeal for another in- 
tereft, and confirming all in their fide- 
lity to the prefent Eftablifliment 5 are 
abundant proofs how worthily you 
fucceed your illuftrious Uncle, and how 
dear you ought to be to all fuch as 
honour him and love the Conftitution^ 

h 
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I, my Lord, am one of thofe who 
profefs a high and fincere regard for 
both 5 and in my zeal for the PubUck, 
and for the Memory of this your im- 
mortal Anceftor, it is impoflible to a- 
void including Your Lordlhip, by whom 
therefore I bes to be efteem'd, what I 
am with profound refped. 



My Lord, 



Your Lordship's 



Moft Humble and 
Moft Obedient Servant, 

P. Des Maizeaux. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

BHO a great many of Monfiair de 
St. EvREMOND'sPieccswcrepxib- 
li(h*d during his Life, yec 'tis certain 
he had no hand in the Impreilion of 
diem; on the contrary, he opposed it as much 
9S he could. But as he did not fcruple to 
conununicate feveral of his Manufcripts to the 
Dutchels of M a z a r i n, or to fome other of 
his particular Friends; tholcwhom he made ufc 
of to tranfcribe them, often took a Copy for 
thcmfclvcs, which they afterwards fold at their 
own price to the Booklellers of Paris. Thele 
fiuTcptitious Copies being huddled up very ha- 
ftily, were extremely defcftivc ;- which, to- 
gether with what was added to or diminifh'd 
from them at Paris, in order to accommodate 
them the better to the PopiJh Religion or the 
French Government, had fo disfigur'd them, 
that Moniieur db St. Evremond could 
fcarce know them to be his own. Yet with 
^1 the f^^Its cha^ hiid crept into them, there 
remained 



t PREFACE. 

« 

reinained dill a great many fine Paflages^ 
which gained them univerfal Applaufe wherc- 
ever the French Language was underflood. 

Such a general Approbation cotfd not fail of 
raifiDg a defire in all the Curious of this Nati- 
on to fee his Writings tranflated into Engliih ; a 
Compliment generally paid here even to the 
mod indifferent performances that appear in 
French. Accordingly in the year 1584 a 
Tranflation was publiflied of his Reflections 
upon Tragedies^ Comedies^ and Opera's ' .• and 
in i5p2, thefe withfbme other Pieces, that had 
been printed feparately, were colledied into 
one Volume, under the title of Mifiellaneous 
Ejpays ; by Monfieur St. Evremont. Tranfla- 
ted out of French. With his Character by a 
^erfon of Honour here in England ; conti^ 
nued by Mr.T^ryden \ 

By this Terfon of Honour was meant the 
learned and ingenious Dr. Knightley 
C H E T w o o D, who died lately Dean of Glo- 
c ESTER. In that little Difcourfe, he gives 
the Character both of M. de St. Evre- 
M ON D, and of his Works. •* Whoever reads 
•* thefe EfTays, fays he^ will acknowledge 
*' that he finds there a Finenefs of Exprefiion, 
^' and a Delicatenefs of Thought, the Eafinefs 
^^ of a Gentleman, the Exadnefs of a Scholar, 
<' and the good Senfe of a Man of Bufinefs ; 
** That the Author is thorowly acquainted with 
<• the World, and hath conversed with the beft 
\' fort of Men to be found in it. His Subjeds 

^* arc 

» In 4to. * In 8vo. 
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'* afC often great aiod ooble, aiid then ke Dever 
** hils to write up to them. When he fpeaks 
^^ of the antient Romans* you would believe 
^' you were reading one of the fame Age and 
^' Nation: the fanie Spirit^ the fame noble 
^' Freedom^ the fame unaffedled^reatnefs ap- 
^' pear in both. I£th«rfiibje^ he chdeth be of 
^' alowef sEature, he is(ureto\%f:ite that which 
^* is nocnfommoo upon it ; there is fltU fome« 
'' what new and i^reeabfe, and beyond what 
you could cxpetft- However you werd 
afiedled wheot you began to readf him, he 
gaifis upon yoa infenfibly, and before you 
*^ haye done, yoo take a pleasure to be of the 
' ianM o^ion with him. 
** The yariety and choice of his Subjwfls 
^eaies yoa do lefs» than What be writes up* 
'* on them. He perpetually entertains you 
wttk new obje<9% and d wetis not too long 
upon aoy of them. As for Meriiod, it is 
iaconfifl^ent with his D^iSgoT nieither pf^- 
** tends he to wrtte a!l that can be^faid : he 
*' fees tfot up feir a Teacher, but he inftrUiSts 
^' y oil' una wares^ and without pretending to 
** it. Eyery thing appears- fa natural, that 
^* the All: is hidden, atod yet the Obfervef 
*» finda aU the Stroke of a Matter's hand* 
He knows exaftly when to give over. All 
is fb well, you'll wiih he had faid more} 
and yet when he concludes, you believe he 
** could not have ended better. He hath tru- 
•* ly ftudy'd Nature in that point, that it ii 
'* with the Mind as with the Body, they are 
Vol. I. ♦ ♦ t' to 
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4 PREFACE- 

** to be treated alike i the defires of both 
•• fhould be fatisfy'd, yet fo that you are to 
•• rife with an Appetite.'* 

\ ^ Mr. Dry DEN, in the other litde Difcourfe 
which immediately follows, and which like- 
wife contains the Character of Monfieur d e 
ST. EvREMOND, and of his Works ', fays, 
^^ There is not only a Juftnefs in his Concep- 
*• tions, which is the foundation of good 
•* Writing, but alfo a Purity of Language. 
** and a beautiful turn of Words, fo little 
•• underftood by modern Writers, and which 
'^ indeed was found at Rome but at the lat- 
^ ter end of the Commonwealth, and ended 
" with Petronius, under the Monar- 
•' chy;* 

He afterwards makes fbme Obfervations on 
the Cenfure MonOeur de st. Eyre mo nd 
hath pafs'd upon ^the Charadier of i£ n e a s 

. . in V iRGiL % and then adds : •* Be this faid, 
•• with all manner of Relpe<9: and Deference 
" to the* Opinion of Monfieur St. Evre- 
*« MONT; amongft whofe admirable Talents, 
** that of Penetration is not the leaft: he 
** generally dives into the very bottom of 
<« his Authors, fearches into the inmoft re- 
^' cefTes of thek Souls, and brings up with 
. *• him thofe hidden Treafures, which had 
«« efcap'd the diligence of others/' 

This 

' Thefe two UitU Pieces an inferted at Urge, in this Editi&n, 
Vol. III. fag. 96 and^S. 

* See M. De St. Evremond*^ Refleftions upon the f reach 
Tranflatow, VoU IL f* 147. V fiti*. 
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This Volume of Monfieur de St. Evre- 
M o N d'jt Ejfays was fo well received by the 
Publick, that the Bookieller made all the 
hafte he could to publifh another ; and in the 
tranflating of xi^ he empIoyM Dr. D a a k e^ 
Mr* Brown, Mr. Savage, Mr. Man- 
ning, and fome others, who did not think 
fit to \tt their Names be known. This Se- 
cond Volume came out in the year 15^4. 
MhBrown dedicated it ' to the Earl of 
Sunderland, and in the Dedication he 
compares Monfieur de St. Evremond 
to Montaigne, and even gives him the 
preference over that incomparable Writer* 
** I believe it will be agreed on all hands, 
** fays he^ that fince the Declenfion of the 
'^ Roman Eloquence and Empire, there never 
** was a truer or nicer Judge of Men and 
** Manners than our Author, or one in whoni 
'* a fruitful Wit and a profoundnefs of Rea- 
** fon were fb happily reconcil'd. Amongfl: 
•* his own Countrymen, or indeed any where 
elie, I find none that can difpute the Prize 
with him but Montaigne; who was in 
truth an extraordinary Genius, and hath 
^' left thofe remains behind him, that will 
'^ entertain and inflrud:, as long as Mankind 
*' preletves any tafte for Wit and good Senfe. 
^' Tho he writ in a very impolite Age, and 

** a " his 

' Mr, Br$wi^s Nam$ $nly of pears in thi Title, which runt 
thus : Mtfcellaneous Efl^ys, by Monfieur De St. Evrembnt^ 
upon Philofophy, Hiftory, Poetry, Morality, Humanity, Gal« 
^Mury^ c/e. VoU 11. Done into £ngUIh by Mr, Brown. ^ %yo^ 
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his Lan^age derives ao niib«p{>y TiaAiire 
from OBC of the word Provinces cf Fraace ; 
yet there is fomething fo forcible, fo vi^o-<t 
reus, and fo mafcdine in bi& Expreffioiit 
that after ail the cooiiderable IiDpfove^ 
ments. the Freach Tongue bath reJeeiyM 
fince his time, it (lili pleales, i^y it channs 
and afFeds u& Now as all this, and a 
great deal more, may defervedly be &id 
in his Praile ; yet bis warmed Adniii:ers- 
mull be forced to confefs with me^ that 
Nicety wa& never hi& Talent ; that amett^ 
his infinite variety of Citations (for as our 
Author (ays very well of him, he^s no 
troublefbm Hoft ; but when his owa Con* 
verfation fails him, he hath fome Ftieads 
to keep it up, till he hath got breath again) 
feme never defcry'd to be mentiofit'di and 
others are uig'd mal a prcpos^ : in fliort, 
that his way of writia^ is too Pindarioal^ 
and his Excurfions too ftequent. 'Tis true, 
he is fa complaifant to. his Reader, as never 
to leave him in any barcea uncultivated 
Places ; he gives him an agreeable Vifim of 
Grovos and Meadows : the Scene varies 
every moment, and confequently mufli de- 
light him ; but ftiU he makes him wAider, 
fhll he l^ads him out of thp way, or at 
lead ibr the fake of one beautiful Profeed:, 
carries him a Mile or two about : and this 
at long run cannot fail to difguft nice Per* 
fbns, who are iq p^in till they arrive at, 
their Journey's end, On tlip o.thjsr hiiqd. 
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•• St. Evremont is not only Mafter of all 
** Cbe good Qualities of Mo NT A ic He, with* 
*' Out atiy of his DefedlS) but poffefles fcve- 
ral others, to which the former was ei* 
thet altogether a Stranger, as Gallantry 
*' ^d a Delicatenefs of Difcernment, or 
^ etf^ W2ls but ilightly acquainted with. 
*' To difmifs Ihis Comparifon, he hath ^ 
'^ greater Depth of Penettfttion^ a greater Juft- 
** flefd in Rdaibning, a better 't^e Of politd 
*' Learttifig, and a more cxqilifite Knowledge 
'' Of the World : not to %eak of hi» Lan- 
'* gteg^i which will admit no Comparifofi/' 
By this, and the prtc^ding PafTages^ Od6 
fliayJefe the highValde fet on the Wcitks of 
MOftfletor t) & St. E t k e M o n d, undd^ what« 
tvtt d^vftnt^d chiy appeared. 

Mr: Bro^wn fp^akst afterwards Of th« 
Trfflflation of that S«cetid Volume. •* My 
Fikfids, and I, fofs he^ did out bed; Eti- 
deartOurS, but Ibitod, to our expeiici, it 
Itas equally difficult to imitate atid t^afih 
•^ i\Att St» Evremont. The Periods c- 
very wh<^6 fb harrtK>6ioui^, and yet fo un^ 
affeided; the Lan^age fo comprehend ve, 
and yet fo ckar; lb polite^ aftdyetfo na« 
tural ; that tho we £ould pretend to hate 
reach'd his meaning in all places, which is 
*' no eafy matter in an Author fo very nice 
and penetrating ; yet we cannot, without 
a fenfible regret, oWerve how much we 
have fallen bdow the Original*^ 






Ci 






♦ ♦ 



3 At 



ft 
cc 



8 PREFACE. 

At length, all that had appeared io Engliih 
under the name of Monfieur de St. Eyre* 
MONO, was collected into one Body, and 
pubhih'd in the year 1700, in two large 
Volumes in OBavOy with the Title of Toe 
Works of Monfieur ie St. Evremont '. The 
Editor, in a fhort Advertifement prefix'd to 
the firfl: Volume, defires the Reader to take 
notice, •' That this Tranflation of the 
•• Works of Monfieur D E St* Evremont 
was done from a Copy- of the laft French 
Edition corrected in many Places by (he Pea 
*' of the Author, and on that accouot rgrefe* 
" rable to any yet puWi(h*d : ** which feems 
to infinuate, as if it were a new Tianflar 
tion. tho it was indeed the fame which liad 
appearM before. The truth is, it hiad^ been 
compared with a French printed Copy, wbere- 
in Monfieur de St. Evremond nu^de ie- 
veral Corred:ions with his own Haad,( and 
had partly mark'd the Pieces whiciv-were 
falfly artributed to him \ But for all thefe 
Corredions, there remained ftill in that £di^ 
tion a prodigious number of Faults; audit 
was very far from having the perfei^ion of 
the Original, as I am going to demonftrate, 
by comparing the Editions of 169^ ^nd 1700, 
with that we now publiih* 

' • • • 

In 

' Printed for A. and J ChurchitL 

• Thofe Piecis amounud vtry near to the Bulk of one of the^ 
Volumes, for they made up 27 'Sheets,' and each ydume confijled 
hut of 12 or i^^n 
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In the Fragment of Frlendjhip without 
Frtendjhij^^ after Monfieur de St. Evre- 
MOND had been ipeaking of the Stray ings of 
the Heart, and of the Diforders it caufes in 
Love as well as in Friendfhip, unlefs direded 
by Reafbn ; they add, in the Volume pub- 
lifh'din 1592 ' : 
'' Behold the end of Love and Friend- 
ihips. 

Upon the Heart, by Reafons juft and 
^* reafonable, whole Divifion the Mind can 
take, there is no Rupture to be appre^ 
hencted ; for either it remains the whole 
** Lifci (Or it is infenfibly difengag'd with Dif* 
crction and Diligence. It is certain that 
Nature hath put in our Hearts 'ibmething 
of Laughter, if one may fay fo, fome 
(ecret Principle of Affedion, that con- 
ceals what's tender, that explains it fel^ 
** and is communicable with Friends. But 
V the , uie of it hath not been received and 
autboris'd amongft Men^ but only as much 
as to render Life more peaceable and more 
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lefire the Reader to give me leave to 
make two R.emarks here. The iirfl: is. That 
I cannot apprehend how the Trandator of 
this Volume could publiih fuch a continued 
piece of unintelligible Nonfenfe as this is ; or 
at lead, palm jit upon the worl^ for MonHeiur 
p,E S t. E V R E M o N d' s. 'Tis true he folio wccl 

* * 4 the 
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the printed Frcnfeh Copy ; but if he had 
made the lead ufe of his Judgcnent, he might 
eafily have perceived it was fo corrupted as 
to be UDcapabie of a Tranflation. * But this 
is not the only Paflage where the Tranflators 
of Monficar de St. Evr^mond's Works 
are contented to fubftitute a certain numbef 
of Engliih words for as many French, with- 
out troubling themielves whether or no tliey 
carried a falfe or ridiculous meaning, or in« 
deed, whether they were capable of any 
fcnfe at all. 

My fccond Remark is, That thofe Ciftfcks 
of the firft rank, who think it fo ea(y a 
matter to lill up the C^fms, or Co re(rore 
the true Reading of Greek or Latin Authors, 
and who fi> boldly pronounce. If muft be 
read thus, or thus ' ; would perhaps be a 
little more timorous and circum(pe6t in their 
Decifions, if they confider*d the difficulties 
they would be put to, (hould they tindiertake 
to reftore this Paflage of Moniieor i>fi St. 
EvREMOND ex ingenio, or chat of any 
other inodern Author, whofe Language t\itf 
are perfect mailers of. Tliis Pauage would 
ftirnifh the French Critics with a very good 
opportunity for a feir Trial of Skill: And 
our own learned and fagacious Countrymen 
needed only, for example, defire (oiiie of 
their Friends totranfcribe a few Paflages otit 

- ' -' of 

' Ita Iega$, me Auftorei &c. 
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of our Poets, or other Englifh Writers, and 
to icsLie porpofely ib them a Lmcuw^ or to 
change a fibw Words or Lines ; and afterwards 
take it upon cfaemfelves to fill up thofe La* 
times ^ or re*eftabliih thofe Words or Lines : 
and by the trouble they would find to hie 
upon the Terms and Phrafes of the Author, 
they might draw very morttfyii^ Inferences 
with refped: to the Emendations they attempt 
to make in the Greek and Latin Writers, 
wkrfe Language, I believe, no body now 
will pretend to underftand fi> well as they 
do their own* When I have the Pleafiire to 
fee Shaic£SPBar perfe(ftly reftored, to 
name but one, I Ibali then hope Virgil or 
HonACB may in time have the lame good 

Fortune* 

To return to KfonfieurDESr. EvRBMOND^ 
this Fragment ofFriendfi>if witiMit Friend^ 
fi^ (which of all his Pieces, was, I thiaib; 
the word treaced) appeared to a little bettef 
advantage in the lEngiifli Edition of 1700'; 
by means of the French Copy, correlfed in 
m^ f laces by the Ten of the Author^ and 
there the abovementioned Pailage ftands 
thus : 

^* And this is the common Fate of Love 
<^ and Friendihip. But if the H^art grounds 
^' its Afledions upon juft and iblid Realbns, 
^* there is no Rupture to be apprehended ; 
*^ for either it lafts {q Ippg as a Man lives, or 

*• it 

« Vol I. p. 40 J*. 



12 PREFACE. 

••it infcnfibly breaks ofF with Diftretion 
'*' and Speed. It is certain, that Nature hath 
•' plac'd in our Hearts fomethiog gay and 
'' laughing) ibine fecret Principle of Affec- 
'* tion, which conceals its own Tendernels 
^' from others^ but opens and communicates 
*• it felf to its Friends, But the ufc of it 
*' hath been no further received and autho* 
•' riz'd amongft Men, than as it may reoder 
•* Life more jealy and happy.'* 

This PaiT^e is here much .more toleraUe, 
as I faidi than it was in the Edition of 2691 ; 
yet dill it is very far from a faithful repi^en* 
tation of the Autbor^s Thought, and the 
beauty of his Expielfiozu:; There are even 
ipme Lines of it which have no Senie at all : 
for, pray, what is that fmething 24iy and 
iaughing which Nature hathflac^amvur 
Hearts yzvA what are we to underftandby 
that fecret '"Princifle: of AffeSiion^ which 
conceals its.^omnTenJkrneft from other's:^ 
but o^ns^. md jcommunicatesi it felf to its 
Friends^.. ■ ■■■, r^-.» ••> ; \:-u *•:. 

: But the Author himfelf wrote the PaiTage 
after the fcillowing manner,/ and as it ftands 
in this pfefent Edition '. 
; ** This 13 the common fate of Love, and 

Friendfliip founded on the Heart* As for 

thofe jpfl; and realbnable ties fafteoed and 
•• directed by the Judgment, there is no 

rupturq tp; be apprehended? fat cither 

** they 

' VoL II. pag. ^6^, 
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•' they laft for life, or infenfibly wear ofF 
with difcrecion and decency* It is cer- 
tain that Nature hath plac'd in oar hearts 
a Loving Faculty (if I may fo Q)eak) (bme 
fecret principle of AffeAion, fome hidden 
(lock of Tendernefs, which opens and com- 
" municates it (elf in time. But the ufe of 
«' it hath been no farther received, &cJ' 

I thought my felf obliged to ihew, by this 
Example, how much the Works of Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond, publifh'd during his 
Life, were defedive, and how faithfully all 
the Ridicule and Nonfenfe of the Tranfcri- 
bers was preferv'd in the Englifh Tranflation« 
Tis very hard to conceive how the Tranfla* 
tors could imagine that Mondeur de St* 
EvREMOND was Capable of writing liich 
fluff: and if they were fo juft as not to attri- 
bute it to him, how could they be at the 
pains to tranflate it into their own Language^ 
and to publiih it under his Name ? But after 
all, 'tis poffible they had no thought at all of 
this nature ; and that looking upon them* 
ielves, not in the quality of Criticks, who 
are; obliged to ufe their Judgment, but only 
as Fellows honeftly paid for turning into Eng- 
lifli a certain number of Frcttch Pages ; they 
thought themfelves bound to furnilh, as men 
of pundual probity, the whole Task that 
was prefcrib'd them, without being in the 
leafl concerned about the Senfe and Meaning 
of the Author. To this mufl be added, their 
ignorance of the French Language, which 
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they nnderftood bat by balves ; and as they 
thought it a lois of time to have recoorfe to 
a Didionary, what they did was but mere 
guefs-work. Thus we find that in other 
Places, where the French Impreffion had iiif- 
ferM no Alteration, but was conformable to 
Monfteur deSt. Evremond's Manufaipts, 
they have nevertbelefi committed very gtt)^ 
Faults, and made him iay many things qiiite 
difierent from what be tiad written; nay^ 
fuch Fooleries and Impertinences^ as mem: 
affiiredly he was no way enable ofi Hat 
are ibme Examples of it, which I extraiH 
from the Edition of 1700. 

In his Judgment upon Seneca^ TbitMreh 
and Tetronius^ Monfieur de St. Evkb^ 
MOND comparuig Seneca to Pi.utarcb, 
with refped: to their manner of treating Mo* 
rality, fays% ^' That Plutarch unafiec« 
'« ted and convinced himfeif of the Trutlui b« 
*< advances, eafily perfuades others : bncthat 
^'^ Seneca' J* tnind labors a$id ftnuns t<9 
•' wind uf its felf to Vhrfue \ and as ifft^i 
«« was a per felt Stranger to him^ he has 
•• need to furmmnt himfeif \** loftead of 
this, they made him fay% That Sen EC a 
labours and Jweats in the Caufi of Virtue^ 

and 

> Su VoU T. f.i^S. 9f tbh Editkiu 

* Uefprit de Sedcque fe bands & s'anine a la Varta; 8c 
comine G. ce lut ^toit une chofe ^trangere, il a befoia de fe 
fuffnonter kti-mcme. OEVyRES MESLt'ES de M. ^ 
Sr* Evrcmofit, T$m* h f. 141* Edmm^Amfitrdmo^ i^9^» 

J Vol. I. pag, 218. Edit, of 1700. 
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4«^ as if fioe were a ferfe^ Stranger to us^ 
t0kes fains f9 recommend her : which is 
not the fame thing ; for Monfieur d b S r. 
EvasMOND dochr not lay» that Senrca 
Ucats of Viiluc, as if Jhe were a ferfiS 
Stranger to us\ but that be excites himiclf 
to Virtue, as if Jhe were a ferfeSt Stranger 

Here ara feme other Exanipks taken from 
^S^^fc^urfe t$ thtt Marefehal d e Crequi, 
who had aakM Monfieur d&St* £trb« 
MO'Np, In what temper bis Mind was^ 
andfsthat were bts tbnnghts tf all^ThAmgs 'm 
his eM Age. Dt^Dblakb was the Trauf^ 
laioc of this Piece^ as appears hy the Tide 
ofit 

Monfiair deSt. Etrsmqnd faya there^ 
ia \ That for the ten years paft, which he 
bad /pent in foteign Countrioai^ he had had 
the happisefs to enjd); the CooverfaticMi of 
fevcial Perfbiia of Wit, and of aa much Merie 
asQuaUcy, whofe Society had beeo the great* 
eft C^^mfOK of hta Life. He afterwards adds^ 
I formerly thought that there were no weJiU 
bned asid foUta Ml^n bup im aur Caurt •^ : But 
0r« D^AHE makes him. &yS I hasae^ for^ 
merfy that^ht that there were na Men of 
Honour hut in our Court ; which ia £0 abfurd 



* V0I, //. fag, 69* of Ms Edition. 

' J'avois cm autrefois qu*il n'y avoit d*honaetes giet>s qu'«ii 
aotre Cour. O.KV.VKJ^^ M.R ^X> El K S^X^m. IIL fag, ^« 
nbi fupra. 

* Vol 21. f. 21. Edit, 0/170Q. 
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a Midake^ that I cannot imagine how he 
could be guilty of it. 'Tis true, the French 
Expreflion, honnites gens^ (ignifies Men of 
Honour and Trob'tty^ as well as j^olite and 
well-bred Terfons : but is it not a Maxim 
known to the very School-boys, that when 
we tranflate an Author, and that any of the 
Terms he ufes hath different Significations, 
we mull not take the firft that comes upper- 
mofl in our thought, at a venture, but choofe 
that which bed agrees with his end and inten- 
tion? And if Dr. Drake had made the 
lead ufe of his Difcerument, ^.would not he 
have percciv'd that the Court . of France^ 
which is the thing Monfieur deSt. Evre* 
MONO is fpeaking of, and the whole Series 
of the Difcourie, required him to underftand 
that Expre/Iion of ^olitenefs of Manners^ 
and not oi Honour and Probity ? Did he then 
mean to expofe Monfieur d e St. E v r e- 
M o N D to the Laughter of the Englifb, by re- 
prefenting him as a Man capable of fancying, 
there were no Men of Honour and Virtue^ 
but in the French Court ? 

In the next Page*, Monfieur de St. 
EvREMOND had (aid. When I am deprived 

fthe Converfation of the Men of the Worlds 
have recourje to that of the Learned* : 
Dr. D R A K E hath tranflated it ^ : PFhen I 

want 



' Ibid^pag, 70. 

* Quand ie fuis priv^ du commerce des gens da monde, j*al 
recours a ceJui ^ts Savans, ihid^f, i?. 
^ Pa^' 1 5* ubi fupra. 
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want the Company of Men of Converfatton^ 
I have recourfe to the Learned. Which en- 
tirely perverts Monfieur d e St. E v r £• 
M o N D ' s meaning : for, firft, he does not 
fey, When I want the Company of Men of 
Conver/ation, but when I am deprived of 
the Converfation of the Men of the World : 
Secondly, They make him fay, that when 
he wants the Company of Men of Conver- 
fation^ he has recourfe to the Learned ; as 
if the Learned only were Men of Convert 
fation. An egregious inftance this of the 
hurry and negligence of fom^ even of our 
bed: Tranflators! 

Some Pages farther Monfieur de St. 
EvREMOND (ays ', That ** next to the 
•' Study of polite Learning (for which he had 
*• a more particular affedion) he lov*d the 
*• Science of thofe great Lawyers and Civi- 
'* lians^ who might themfelves be Legifla- 
** tors; whore-afcend to that original Judice 
*' that fettled human Society ; who know 
*' what Liberty Nature allows in eflablifhU 
*• Governments^ and how far the natural 
•* Liberty of private Per Jons is refrained 
** for the fublick Goody by necejfary ToH- 
" ticks *P Dr. Drake hath tranflated 
thefe lafl words thus* : ** That know what 

'* Liberty 

* ihid. p, 72. 

* Qui connoifTent ce que ]a Nature nous laifle de Libert^ 
dans les Governemens ctablis, & ce qu*en ote aux particuliersy 
pourle bien public, la necefllt^ de la Politique. 2bid. f, 19. 

' Pap 2^. 



t8 PREFACE* 

'^ Liberty Nature permits in eftablifit'd Go* 
*' veromatSy znA what for the pibUck Go^d^ 
•* eafes private Men rf the burden of 9^4^ 
•■ ticks : '* Which doth not in any wife le- 
pf efent the Author^s Senfe ; or, to 4>eak more 
properly, any Senfe at all. 

Now let us give one or two more Exan^es 
oat of other Pieces. 

In the Letter to Mr. * * % who etmld n&i 
endure that the Earl of St. Albans Jheinid 
be in hve in his old Age^ Monfieur d b S i»^ 
£ V R E M o N D, to jumfy the old Men who 
have an Inclination fiill to love, £iys gai« 
lantly ' ; The great ejl pleafkre that old Mem 
have left them^ is to live ; and nothing eon^ 
vinces them more that they Uve^ than thak 
they kve n hiftcad of thac^ they wrote 
thus ^ : The only fkajute that old Men 
hofve left them^ is to Iwe ; and nothing Je^ 
cures their Lifefo effeBuaUy as that. 

In the Chant^er that Moniienr db Si*« 
lEvR£MOND hath drawtt of himfeb^ he f^$^ 
peaking of his Religion ^s that his T^ieff 
eonjified rather in Juftice and Charity than 
in Tenance : hoi they made hkn fey ^ As 
for Religion, he Makes his Tiety confift ritore 

tn 



. ' VoLMI. f, 509. of this Edition. 

* Le plus grand plaifir qui refte aux vieilles gens^ c*eft de 
vivre j & rien ne les afTeure (i bien de leur vie que leur Amour^ 
OEVVRES MESLE'ES, Tom.V.f.^U uW fupr. 

^ Vol, 11. p. 457, ^1^''^ ^ 1700. 

♦ Seetho Ia^ of Monfieur do St, Eintinofiidr, f, dvii?. 

5 Soe th^ehar^tmt of Afyrtjhttr it> », Evt^$n^mt if M0fi^ 
prefixed to thelft Volume of the Edition of 1700. 



J^REFACE. tp 

m Jujike and Charity^ than in Repentance : 
where it muft firft be obferv'd, that there is 
no Oppofitioa between Juflice and Charity^ 
and Repentance ; and in the fecond place^ 
that they attribute to Monfieor d e S t. E v re-^ 
M o K D an abominable thought, by making 
bim exclude Repentance from his Religion^ 
ft required but a very faiall Attention^ to per* 
ccive that the French word Tenitence fig- 
Hifyd here nothing but the Fadings, Au(le<» 
cities and Mortific^ions wliich the Church 
of Rome preicribes, and which we exprefs 
»ery well in Englilh by the word Tenanc^^ in 
concradiftindion to Repentance. 

But here's already more than needed, to 
convince the Publick, with what enormous 
Faults, the Engliih Translation of Monfieur 
0E St. EvREMOND^s Works abounded J 
whence will eaiilv appear the necedity there 
was of fending tnern abroad in a drefs more 
agreeable and oiefiil to the Englifii Reader ; 
and diat fliould, at the iame time, do more 
juftice and honour to their Author. 

The French Edition tt Monfieur d e St* 
£va£MOMD's WorkS) which Dr. Sil^es« 
ran and my felf putdifli'd in lyoj^ froni 
the Mamifcripts of the Author, is the foun- 
dation upon which I have built : hut as ttierd 
are feveral Pieces in that Edition, Ivhicb^ td 
be . undetilood. do ioppofe a thorowkoow* 
lec^e of the Frendi Tongue^ or only teJate 
to certain FaK^s, At Allufidns to particular 
PaiH^es between Monfieur lyE St. E v r e- 

Yclh •** MONO 
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M o N D and fbme of his Friends ; I did not 
think that fuch Pieces would be to the Tafle 
of Englilh Readers. I have even omitted all 
his Poems, feeing that the Verfcs which 
were in the former Enghfh .Editions, and 
are preferved in this, were but a loofe Para* 
phrafe, and did often deviate from the (enfe 
of the Original. Neither have I given three 
Comedies of Monfieur de St. Evremond; 
whereof the firft is a kind of Satyr againft the 
French Academy ; the fecond was written tx> 
expofe French Operds^ where every thing is 
unnaturally fung ; and the third, which is 
partly an imitation of Ben. Johnson's 
Sir Tolitick Would-be^ is a lively Pidlure of 
the Ridicule of certain Peribns of difierenc 
Nations ; as of a Chimerical Englijh Toliti^ 
c'tan ; oif a French Gafcon Marquis ; of a 
German Traveller, &c. The two firft Co- 
medies would not have been intelligible, and 
the third would not have been entertaining. 

As I have retrenched fome of the Notes of 
the French Edition, which I had made to ex- 
plain to the French Readers certain things 
regarding England ; fo have I likewife. added 
feveral new ones here, to enable the Engliih 
Readers the better to underftand what con* 
cerns certain Fadls or Perfons, which are hot 
fufEciently known on this fide the Seas. 

I fhall not inlarge in this place upon the 
Works of Monfieur d e S t. E v r e m o n d, 
nor fay any thing of his Peribn, to avoid re* 
peating what DnSiLVESXRE has fo well 

done 



PREFACE.. 21 

done in his Treface \ and what I have my 
fclf fo particularly treated in our Author's 
Life. I Ihall rather take notice, that as in 
publifhing the original Works oiF Monfieur 
DE St. EvREMOND, we excluded all the 
Pieces that were HOt his ; fo in the Year 1705 
I publilh'd at Amfterdam a Colleiiion of the 
beft of thofe latter % which was fo well re- 
ceived beyond Sea, that it hath been feveral 
times reprinted as well in France as in Holland. 
For this reafon I have added here, in the 
third Volume, the choiceft of thofe Pieces. 

To thefe I have prefixed the Memoirs of the 
^utchefs of Mazarin, written in her 
Name by the Abbot de St.Real, and 
which make a part of the CoUedion printed 
beyond Sea ; not doubting but the Englifh 
Readers will be glad to perufe the Adventures 
of a Lady fo well known in this Country, 
and whom Monfieur de St. Evremond 
hath, by his Writings, ftill rendered more fa- 
mous. Thefe Memoirs reach to the time flie 
retired to Chambery, where (he liv'd in a kind 
of Privacy till ihe came hither : and as in the 
Life of Monfieur d e S t. E vr em o n d, I have 
related the mod confiderable Events of her 
Life, fince her Arrival in England ; fo in 
joining thefe two Works, the Reader may 

♦ * * 2 have 

* That Preface 'mas prefixed, and chiefly relates to the firft 
Trench Original Edition of M. de St. Evremond*s IVorkSy printed 
at London in the Tear 170^, The Reader *will find it in the be- 
ginning of the third Volume 5 where the Printer placed it^ in 
order, 1 fuppofe^ to make that Volume equal to the other two. 

■ That ColleSlion is intitled. Melange curieux des'incilleures 
Pieces attributes a Mpnfieur de St. Evremond, vc 2 Vol in 
i2mo. 
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have, in fome manner, a compleat Hiftory of 
this Dutchels, who was no lefs famous for 
her Beauty than her Misfortunes. 

I have revis'd the Trai^flation of the Pieoes 
attributed to Monfieur die S t. E v r e m o n d, 
and particularly that of M ad^ M a z a ri hV 
Memoirs, which was full of iiich blundering 
and comical Miftakess that I might here 
fufficiedtly divert the Readers^ were it not 
high time to finiih this Preface, which is but 
too long already. 

However, I mud not forget to inibrm the 
PubJick, that the Memoirs of the Life of the 
Ear/ of Ko CHEST EK, in a Letter to the 
^Dhtchefs ^/ Mazarin, fet before his 
H^orks, >vere not written by Monfieur d e S t. 
£-vreMond, to whom they are alcrib^d* 
Never was any thing more remote from his 
genius and manner. I am bound to fay as 
much of the Reflexions upon the T^cHrine 
(?/Ep I cur us. They were firft cranflated 
by Mr. Brown in ttie Year 1594* and pub* 
lifliM as a genuine Work of Monueur d e S r. 
JEvREMOND^s : but in the Edition of 1700^ 
they were preceded by a ihort Advertife- 
iment % wherein the Editor was fincere enough 
to tell the World, that this Diicourfe was no^ 
written by Monfieur de S t. E v r £ m o n t, 
as he hinifelf owns in his Epjlle to the Mo- 
dern 

' fU Author calls hknftlf P. Porter Efq; I made ufe of tbt 
Edition of 1676. 

' In this Advertlfement *tls afur^d, that this l^fcostrfi is 
iullt upon Monfieur de St, Evretnond^s Syfoihefis^ and VHriitm 
after his manner : vohith is a detibh falpty* 
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dern LfeontiDm \ After this, there is realba ^ 
to wonder, that this Piece, or rather part of 
it, fliould be tranflated afrefli, and publiih'd 
under the name of Mondeor deSt. £ vrc- 
MOND, at the head of Epicurus'j Mih 
rsisj printed in 171 2, together with leveral 
Kefledions join'd to it *, which, to /peak it 
en faffunt^ are but a mere Tranflation from 
the Miirak d*Epcure^ pubJifh'd at Paris in 
the Year 1685, by the Baron ©« Ceutures. 
Neither is tlvere any thing of Monfieur d e 
St. Evremonb's in the Book printed *t 
London in 1 707, and intitled. The MifceU 
laneoHs Retmnns ef Cardinal Vekv^o^^ IPre^ 
JidentTHViASMSy Monjieur Sr. EvREMONTt 
^c. abrid£d and done into Englijh^ with a 
Treface. And the Reader may reft aflur'd, 
that all the Pieces attrilrated to him, which 
are not either in thefc three Eoglifli Vokimes, 
or in the French Editiops wherein I have been 
concerned, viz^ thofe printed at London^ in 
1705; at Amfterdamin 1705; at Paris (un- 
der the name of London) in 171 1 ; and at 
Amfterdam again in 1726, which is the beft 
of all ; are Ipurious, or were left out of his 
Works for the rerfons 1 have given in hfs 
Life. There 

' In the Second Volume^ p. 3^3* of this Edition. 

* Th9 Tttk at fidl Ungth is : Epicurus*s Morals, tranflated 
itom the Greek, l^ John Digby £% with Comments and Ro- 
ifieAions uken out of feveral Authors. AJ(b Ifocrates's Advice 
to Bemonicus *, done out of the Greek by the (ame hand. To 
which is added. An Eflay on Epiatras*sfi(orals, written by Mon- 
iicor St. Evremont, and made Englifh by Mr. Johnfbn. 
The Englijh Tranflatof made ufe of the Edition printed at thoL 
Hague in '1626 » See the Hiftoire Critique de la Republique des 

Lcurcs, nmt aacicnM qw aoitenie $ tm, !!• f. 2^9$ ^9^^ 
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There now remains nothing more for me 
to add, but that for the Satisfadion of thole 
who are fond of knowing the mod minute 
Particulars relating even to the Perfons as 
well as the Charaders of celebrated Men, 
I have here given the Pidhlre of Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond much nearer the Life> 
and better engraved than any that hath hither* 
to appeared ; and like wife a very exacS: Print 
of his Tomb. 

In this fecond Edition \ I have inlerted a 
Letter to my Lord G a l l w a y, which was 
not in the firll ; and tranibofed (bme Pieces^ 
in order to give them a place more agreeable 
lo the time of their Compofition. I have 
correded the Tranflation in many places, and 
brought it nearer to the Original ; tho I rea- 
dily own that it might dill be farther improv- 
ed. I have alio corre(3:ed the Notes, and 
added feveral new ones. 

The Collection of the bed Pieces attributed 
to Monfieur de St. Evremond, is alfo 
enlarged with fome others, that were likewife 
afcribed to him; and among thefe are the 
Reflect ions ufon the TDoCtrine of Eficvkvs 
above-mention'd, which have been efteemed 
by good Judges, and even by Monfieur d e 
St. Evremond himfelf. 

There are fb many Corredlions, Altera- 
tions, and Additions in the Life of Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond, that it may, in fome 
meafiire, be accounted a new Work. 

The 

' Th firjl Edlt'thn nuas fmhlijh'd i» th$ m^nth ofOMif 171 3* 
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The ihare Dr. Silvestre had in the firft 
French Edition of Monfieur de St. Evr Es- 
mond's Works, as well as the Friend/hip 
there was between us, obliges me to give 
here a fliorc Account of his Life. 

Dr. Peter Silvestre was born at Ton- 
nieas upon the Garonne, ip the Year 1662. 
After he had gone thro' a Courfe of Philoib- 
phy, his Father, who was a notied SoUicitor 
in the Parlianient of Bourdcaux, lent him at 
eighteen years of Age to Montpeliier, in order 
to fludy Phyfick, where Mbnneur B a r b e y- 
R AC, a Gentleman who was diftinguilh'd for 
his skill in that Profeffion, honour^ him fp 
far as to undertake the care and dirediion of 
his Studies. He applied hunielf to Anatomy 
under M. V i e u s s e n s, acid made a coniide- 
table progreisin it. From thegnce he went to 
Paris, with a defign to perfecSt his Studies in 
Phyfick : but the repealing of the Edifl: of 
Nantes, obliged him to retire into foreign 
Countries. 

He went firft into Holland, where fbme 
Ledlures of Anatomy, which he read at 
Amflerdam, gained him great Reputation, 
and recommended him ta the domeflick Ser- 
vice of the Prihce of O r a n g e. He folio w'd 
that Prince into England in 1688 ; and the 
next Year he ^was carried into Ireland by the 
Duke of Sc HO MB ERG, General of his Ma- 
jefties Forces there : but not having take& 
care of getting himfelf put upon the Eftablilh- 
ment, as Phyfician to the* Army, upon the 

Duke's Death, he returned again into England. 

The 
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Thdiing wotfd have feot him over ioto 
Flanders, as Pbyfictan to the Anoy ; but he 
chole rather to cootiaue. at London, where 
he had many Friends. The Duke of Mon- 
tague, who had known him at Paris, 
engaged him to travel into Italy with the 
Lord MouNTHERMER bis Son; after 
which he took him into liis Family,. . and 
fixed him there by favours fiiitable to his 
Grace's high Rank and Generofity. 

When we puhliih'd M. db St. Evre- 
M ON d's Works, he defired he might dedicate 
that Edition to the Duke of Montague 
«as a Teftimony of his Gratitude. 

The Duke dymg in 1709, left Dr. Sil« 
Vest RE at liberty to: apply himfelf wholly 
to his Profelfion, in which he gisiindd a di- 
(linguiflied Reputation, and continued 'va it 
till his Death, which happened on the i^Sth 
of April 1718. 

His free and eofy Behaviour rendered bis 
Converlation very agreeable, in which he 
a|[^lied his Reading in t^e beft and properdR: 
manner. His healthful and pleafant Coun- 
tenance made a very hap{^ tmpreffion upon 
the minds of his Patients. He bid a good 
tafte of Mudc, Painting* and the other li- 
beral Arts. He thorowly imderftood Ana;- 
tomy, the Practice of Phyfick,. and Chy- 
miflry . His Deatb was undoubtedly a very 
rgreat loTs to the Publick. 

London^ ^uly {, 172% 
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LIFE 

0» MONSIEUIt 

DEST. EVREMON& 

TO 

MONSIEUR BAVLfi. 



SIR, 

MjaSRHE ^vOurable judgment yoil vferi 
Wg^ K pleas'd tc* pafs upon the Life of 
g^„„^ Monfieur de St. EvafMONd, 
JMrRS Which, at your requeS, T hxd the 
honour to tranfmit to yau'a year agjcSy, ha; edr 
gagsidime cotrevUe ifi,in.apdec jprendfrkfame- 
whaC mope worthy of yoar aifj^robadoil ; anel 
yoa have here the moft important; riVe mbft 
Vol. Ij a eurioui 
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curious Particulars I have been able to .collcfl:, 
relating to this celebrated Writer. To thefe I 
fhall add the Hiftory of his Works, and give the 
liibftancc of them too, as far as the compafi of 
thefe Memoirs will allow. You will auickly 
perceive. Sir, that the world has a very imper- 
reft notion of M. de St. Evremond: 
the generality, indeed, look upon him as a man 
of good Judgment, exquifite Tafte, and nice 
Difcernment ; but they know not that he had 
. confiderable Employments in the Army, and 
that he merited the efteem of the sreateft Com- 
mander* of hi^ age. We muft therefore tack 
the Soldier to the Wit: we muft look upon M. 
D eSt.Evremond as an Officer of diuinfijion, 
who was always fond of Literature ; as a re- 
fined Courtier, who never wrote but either to 
amufe himfelf, or to gratify his Friends. 

M. DE St. Evremond was defcended of 
one of the beft Families in Normandy, and the 
beft related, both by the Women that married out 
of, and into it. Giles de Marguetel^ 
Caftelan or Baron of St Denis le Guaft, mar- 
ried Magdalen Martel^ fifter to Stephen Mar- 
tel, Biihop of Coutance, of the Branch of BsdP 
qucviUe-Martel. Jo h n his fan, who took die 
Name and Coat of Arms of St. Denis ', married 
Catherine Martel^ of the Branch of Fonteine- 
Martel ; by whom he had fix Daughters *, and 
two Sons, viz. Henry who died a Batchelor^ 

and 



r The Lcrdjhif of St. Dtnis h Guafi, vfbhin ibrm kapm 
ef CoHtancif in LovJir NormMidy^ was iroHght btt§ the fa* 
inily h his Mothsr, the Heirefs of i ^ 

* lie five eldefi Daughters noere married to Meffieurs dt 
VnriMij do Satrv^jay^Gamkitres^ de Tauvilie, du MefniU 
Poijfoa,. atid de Fofj^em/^Hauiert. ^ VierviUiM dt$ Mifml^ 
Potffon, and Fotttmiyj were Protefidnts* ' 
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and Charles. Charles de St. Denis 
married Charlotte de Rouville ' ; defcended from 
James de Rouville Lord of Grainville, and 
from Diana le Veneur, Daughter of Taneguy 
le Veneur, Count de Tillieres. She was filler 
to Mary le Veneur, the wife of Paul Count 
de Salms, Great Chamberlain of Lorrain ; and 
mother of Chriftiana de Salms, who marry'd 
Francis of Lorrain Count de Vaudemont. 
Charles had feven Children, viz. a Daugh- 
ter who died young, and fix Sons, Francis^ Gal« 
led DE Hellande; Jobn^ oilled de la 
Belou T I E R E, an Abbot ; Charles^ called d b. 
St. Evremond \ Peter^ called de Gri- 
me snil; Henry^ called delaNbuvillei 
and Philips called le Tan us. Befides thefe ^ 

diftin£tions, founded on the names of Manors, 
belonging to the Caftelany or Barony of St. 
Denis, a fort of Sirname was alfo ^iven in the 
family to thefe fix Brothers, alluding to their 
pardcular Charafters : for, St. Denis the el- 
deft, was called the Honeji Man ; the Abbot, the 
Crafty Man '9 St. Evremond, the Jf^iti 
Gri m e s n I l, the Soldier ; LaNeuville, 
the Beau ; and L e Ta n v s, the Hunter. 

Charles de St. Denis, Lord of St* 1613/ 
Evremond % was born at St. Denis le 

a 2 Guail) 

' CbarUtti it KimlU married with Charles de Margaf* 
tdy Lord ef Ss. Denis du Gas. See the Geneabgical and 
Chronological Hiftory of the Royal Family of France, and 
of jAt great Officers of the Crown^ ty Father Anfebne, 
ToWt ^1- PH* 1445* ^f^he Paris edition in lyix. 

* $c Evremond, er as they call it in Normandy, St. £bre« 
mend, b a Lordjhip in the Ele6Hon of Coutanee. *Tis called 
8c Ebremond-fur^rofon, to diftinpUJh it from St. ^bremond 
de Semilli snd St. Ebremond de Bonfbfle^ ^hieh are in the 
Eketmn efst. La. U$ name €emes ori^aih fiomi^ t. £v k s- 

t "~^ "" ■ MONDjt 
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1613. Guaft, on the firft day of April 16 13. Being 
one of the younger Sons \ he wajs defiga'd 
for the Gown ; and as foon as he wa3 nine 

1622. years old, was fent to Paris to be bred a 
Scholar. He was entered in the fecond Form in 
die College of Oermont ; and continued there 
four years, during which he went thro* Gramr 

1626. mar-learning and Rhctprick '. He went nexfi 
to the Univerfity of Caen, in order to ftudy 
Philofophy, continued there only one year, and 

1627. then returned to Piu'is, where he purfu*d the 
ftme ftudy one year longer in the College of 
Harcourt. He diflanguifh'd himfelf no lels in 
the Academical Exercifes, than by his Studies i 
and excellM particularly in Fencing ; infomucK. 
that Si. EvremonS^s Pafs^ was famous among 
thofe (kiird in the fcience. 

1628. As foon as he had gone thro* Philofophy, and 
learn'd his Exercifes, he began to ftudy the 
Law : but whether his relations had then other 
views, or his inclination bent him to Arms, he 
quitted that ftudy after he had followed it fome-» 

1629. what more than a twelvemonth ; arid was made 
an Enflgn before he was full fixteen years oi 
age. After he had fervid two or three Cam- 

1632. paigns, he obtained a Lieutenant*s Commiflion ; 

and liad a Company of Foot given him, after 
1 63 7. the Siege of Landrecy. 
1638. A military life did not hinder M. de St. 

EvRBMOND from cultivating Philofophy and 

the 

Century y and v^as AhUt of Fon^^n^yptt^Ornf imtk^, Bifih 
Bis B^ltch art kept at Creil, whkm ten leaptfis if P4rik . 

' His fit are was 10000 lAvfu m m^nay^ 4»4 a Penfinn^i 
two hundred Crowns a-year^ vihuh. u d gnU.dfolfif 4 
younger Brother^ inNepnan^f* . 

* He learnt hU MHUrkk.uniir FMhtr C$nay$^ of wiom 
more her^or. 
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the BeOes Lettrcs : and it foon fared with him, 1639. 
wkh regard to Philofoif)hy, as it commonly does 
with pcrfons who, in a fiper age, bethink them- 
itWes of ftiaking nfe of their own Reafon. He 
cJcamih'd whethel" his Matters had given him a 
true iriight into the hature of things ; but the 
farther he purfoM his inquiries, the more he was 
fenfible of th^ vanity of their pretences : what 
they had often laid down to him for moft evi- 
dent Treth, fcarce appearing to him within the 
verge of ProbaHKty. '* When I had readi'd, 
V fays he him/elf ', that period of a man's Age 
•• which fits his underftanding for the purfuit of 
'•• Knowledge, I had a curiowy to comprehend 
the natore of Things ; and fbon prefum'd that 
I had attiihM to it. The leaft proof fetfmM 
to me a demonftration, and a probability pat- 
*• fed for a trtith : nor dan I exprefs with what 
contempt I look'd down upon thofe whOhi I 
thought ignorant of thofe things, which I 
flattered my felf I knew pcrfe<ftly well. At 
length, contimes he^ when age, and experi- 
ence, which unhappily never comes before it, 
put me upon ferious reflections, I began to 
lay afide the ftudy of a Science always coti- 
tefted, and about which Ae greateft men ever 
•* had different fentiments. I knew from the 
** univerfal confent of Nations, that Plato, 
*• Aristotle, Zeno, and Epicurus, 
•• were die Luminaries of their age : and yet 
** there was nothing fo contrary as their Opinions, 
•* Three thoufand years after, I found them 
equaBy difouted : fticklera on all fidesi but 
nothing of certainty or feciaity on any. Ri 
•• the midft of thefe meditations, whidi infenfi- 

as bly 

" hK^ment on dte Sdehces to wi^ a Qemteafam may 
api^y himTclf, Vol I. fag. 5I1 fx. 
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1639. " biy undeceived me, I had the curiofity to fee 
^* G A s s E N j> u s, the moft knowing, and the 
^' leaft prefuming of all Philofophers, After fo- 
^' veral long converfations, wherejn he pDmtnu* 
^^ nicated to me all that can be attamed by 
^' Heafon, he lamented, that Nature had giveft 
** fo large a fcope to our Curioftty^ and fucb nar^ 
f row limits to our Knowledges adding, be did 
^' not fay this to mortify the frefumptm of others^ 
^* or to m^ke a falfe oftentation gf kis own bur- 
?' mility^ which favours of downright hypocrify \ 
^' that^ perhaps^ be was not ignorant of what judg^ 
?' ment might be made of many things \ hut that 
^' be durji not be pfitive he was thorowly ncquain^ 
>* ted with the moft inconftderabkf Upon this, 
^^ adds M. DE St. Evremoi^d, a Sdence 
'^' which I already fufpefted, appeared too vdn 
^^ for me to be a (lave to it any longer ; I broke 
^^ off all commerce with it \ and began to ad- 
^^ mire, how it was poffible for a wile Matf to 
^' fpend his life in unprofitable inquiries/' 

Thefe were M. PE St. Evremond's 
thoughq^ about the barren ^peculations of Phi- 
iofophy : but he entertained a far different oim* 
pion of the ftudy of the Law ; which he judg^ 
ed to be not only ufefiil, but even ncceflary w 
a Gentleman ; apd ever delighted in cultivating 
it '. ' 

M.Dx St. Evremond fignaliz'd himfelf 
in the Army by his Politcnefe and by his Wit, 
as much a$ by his JQi^very \ which qualities, not 
always meeting in Soldiers, gained him the 
efteem pf jthe MfU'efchals d'EstrVxs and 
GR4MMONT,VifcQuntTuRENME,&*^: but 
partipulafly of die Count de Mioss£>fs, finoe 

knowif 

' if$tlH piTcptiffe t(Idfe^*4 to ibe li|Stf^(cI^I dc Crt^i 
9*^. ra.lh fag. 79, i^c. 
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known by the name of Marefchal d' A l b r e t ; 1 639, 
of Count Pa L L u A u, afterwards Marefchal d e 
Clerembaut -, and of the Marquis d e 
Creqjti, who became alfo a Marefchal of 
France. He had a fhare in their confidence, 
and as long as they lived, they gave him marks 
of a fincere friendfliip, which to the laft was un- 
alterable. 

M. D E S T. £ V R E M o N D, was at the Siege 1640. 
of Arras in 1640 ; and the enfuing year he got 1641, 
a poft in the Horfe, which gave him frefli op- 
portunities of fignalizing himfelf. The Duke of 
En G u I E N was fo charm'd' with his converfa* 
tion, that he made him Lieutenant of his Guards, 1642. 
that he might have him conftantly near him. 
That young Prince had a great penetration, and 
a molt accurate judgment ; was a great lover of 
Literature ; and you know. Sir, that upon the 
Death of Cardinal Richelieu, feveral Mem- 
bers of the French Academy defigned to have 
chofen him for their Proteftor '. Reading was 
one of his moft agreeable amufements ; and as 
he always defired to have the company of M. 
DE St. Evremond at his Leftures, the \ 
latter made it his bufinefs to delight and inftrudk 
him at the £ime time. Being fenfible that Prin- 
ces, whofe time is precious, ought not to iludy 
after the common method of other men, when 
he read any pafiages out of antient Hiftorians, 

a 4 he 

' It was was of the istmoft importance to the Academy, 
fays M, PtUjfon^ to chufe a Protedor in the phceof him 
they had loft. Several were indinM towards Cardinal Maaa* 
lia: • r • • Others thought of the Duke of Engiien, now 
Prince of Cond^, who had not yet gainM any VKtoties, nor 
perfbrm'd thofe Aftions which were afteiwards admired in 
the firft years of the R^en^ j but in his youth he ^i'cover'd 
^ great deal of wit| ai^ a fondnefi for the SellesXettres; 
Ifa Hf^ 9fth$ frmt 4Cadmjff f. I^^j tjo* rftii PsrU 
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16^2. he left CO •Grammarians the fcrupulous lexplana- 
tion of words and phrafes, and beot his whole 
application to the unfolding and clearing the 
meaning of the Authors ; making refle£kions oii 
l^e juftnels and beauty of their thoughts; ob-v 
iervi^g the ikill with which they reprefent great 
Me^, and the nice differences they mark in their 
Characters. In fliort, he laboured to give a 
true notion of the (late of Affairs ; and to pe- 
netrate into the different views of the great Pcr- 
fonagcs of thofe times. 

And indeed. Sir, this is the method wkich 
not only Princes^ but all perfons of Quality, 
who are arrived at the age of dlifcernmeat-and 
refle<!Kon, ought to follow in the reac^ng of an- 
tient AiJthors : tho I mult confeis, at ^ &me 
time^ that 'tis no eafy matter for them to find 
men capable to clear lUp all .thofe things. 
Commentators would, in iome meafline^ Buifj^ 
up that defed, had they turned -their wiews thai: 
way : but whether they were not tequad 4X) the 
iafk, or ixtiagin'd it to l>e foreign to their pror 
vince, there's nothing like it in their Writings. 
/^ / M. D E S T. E v R E M o N D has vciy vrtU obferv- 
' icd their imperfedbns in one X)( his Pieces. " t 
'^* have feen within a few years^ Jays he \ abun- 
'^' dance of .Criticks, and but fewjgood Judges^, 
^ iNow I do not affed that fort oflearjied ivfen^ 
*** who rack their brains to reilore a Paffige, 
^^ which is not the more agreeable to us by the 
^* reflitution. They make a myftery of know- 
ing wh;^ they ^nj^ht as well be igprnamofj 
and tfne iabfoluce ftrangers to mk^x^ really 
'- mof^ ^bt^wif^. For want of h^ng nrce 
^^ TcWriBBCpts wd^^dioi^cs, *tis iwpcMTible for 

" them 
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^^ ^em to enter into the delicacy of the ooet 1642. 
^' ixr tkc fineoefs of tiie other. They may fuc- 
^^ ceed well enough in expounding Granamaii- 
^^ ans, who applied themfelves to the iame ftu- 
^^ dy^ and V9ho& genius was the iame : but they 
^' <:an qever hit the fentiment of a polite wel^ 
^^ J>red Man among the Antients, becaufe theirs 
(( u diametrically oppofite to 1%. In Hiftory^ 
^' they neither know Men nor Aflfairs : they 1^ 
^^ the whole &rt& on Chronolo^ \ and they 
^' prefer the Date of a Coniul's Death to his Cha- 
'^ ra(9ber» and the Tranfa^^ns during his Conful- 
** ihip. TvLLYj with them, wiU never be 
^' any more than an Orafi^n^zkcr } or C £^ 
" « A R, than a Writer of Commenkiries : the 
^^ Confol and the Geneioi e(cape their notice 1 
^' the ipirit that aaimates dietr Works is unper- 
^' ceived ; and the f^incip&l matters they treat 
" of, unknown/* 

M. oE St. Ev^emond cook a very dif* 
ferent path : and one may jcKlge of what he was 
^bie to perform on this fubjeft, by ibme of his 
Compofures ; particularly his R^fleUions on the 
ixff^e^ Gemus of ibe Roman People ; his J^dg- 
men$ on Petromus^ SMufty and Tacitus ; his Dif- 
cmrfe upon the French Hiftorians ; his RefleSions 
on the Poems of the jintienfSj Sec. 

After the Campaign of Rocroy, M. d e St. 1&43. 
£ V R E M ON D made a kind of Satyr i^ainft the 
French Academy, which was publifh'din 1650 
with this ride. The Comedy of the Academicians for 
r forming the French Tot^ue. This Piece was a long 
while handed about in manufcript \ and, as it ge- 
fieraUy happens on the like occalions, every body 
alQumed the liberty either of adding to it, or ftri- 
king out of it what he thought fit : infomuch that 
when it appeared in print, M. d e St. E v r e- 
M o N D did hardly know it to be lus. Neverthe* 

lefs. 
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1643. Ids, M. P E L I s s o N, in his Hiftory of the French 
Academy^ exprcflcs fome efteem for it. This PiecCy 
fays he ', tbo written without either Art or Rule^ 
and which rather deferves the name of a Farce than 
a Comedy^ is not without wity and there arejbme 
very humorous pajfages in it. Since M, P e l i s« 
SON fpoke favourably of this work when it was 
fo difguis'd, what would he not have £ud of it 
if he had feen it in its true natural form, or even 
in that which we now pf efent it to the Publick ? 
The edition of 1650 was become fo very fcar^, 
that I fhould, perhaps, have never feen it, had 
not you been fo kind as to fend it to me. M« 
D£ St. EvREMOND would not own that co- 
py : and when I afk'd it of him, he told me, 
that in 1680 the Duchefs of Mazarin 
wifh'd to fee the Piece juft as be had written it, 
and that his manufcript being loft in France, he 
was oblig'd to revife tne printed copy, or rather 
to new-mould it a^ain, but that he knew not 
what was become of it. I had the good fortune 
to find out this work in the hands of the Du- 
chefs of M A z A R I n's Tranfcriber. M. d 1 
St. Evremond was pleased to read it over 
again with me, and to explain fome paflages of 
it to me ; and we have publifh'd it at the head 
of his Worksy according to this laft revifal *. 

M. deSt. Evremond made the Cam- 

1644. paign of Fribourg in 1644; and the next year 

1645. received a dangerous wound at the Batde of 
Nortlingen ; where being ordered to head a 
Squadron, and poft himfelf below an eminence 
which was poflefled by the Enemy, he was there 

expofed 



' Hiftory of the French Academy, f» m* tf9>70* 
^ In the French cdithn of th$ Works pf M. i9 Stf ivf$^ 
mond. 
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Cnpofed for three hours together to all the fire 1645. 
ox their fmall fhot, and a battery of four field- 
pieces \ infotnuch that he loft there moft of his 
men, wd was himfelf wounded in the left Knee 
by a fhot fi'om a Falcon. His wound was 
thought fo dangerous, that for fix weeks he was 
believed to be paft recovery : however, the fldll 
of his Surgeons, and his good Conftitudon, con- 
tributed equally to his cure. Thirty years after 
that, his wound opened afrefh here in London s 
but it was fo well looked after, that he felt no 
inconveniency from it, only that his left Leg was 
fomewhat weaker than the other. 

Not long after his recovery, the Duke of 
Enguisn fell dangeroufly ill : andasfoonas 
he grew better, M. d £ St. £v r £ m o n d en- 
deavour'd to divert him by the reading to him 
ibmething gay and agreeable. He firft pitched 
upon Rabdais ; but ibon finding his Highnels 
had no great relifh for that Author, he then 
took up Petromus^ with which the Duke was 
extremely delighted. I only mention this cir- 
cumftamce, to give you an inftance, that all men 
of wit have not a relUh for Rabelais y tho there 
are a^bundance of inimitable paflages in that fa- 
tirical Romance, which feem to challenge the 
approbation oS die moft delicate Judges. 

M D £ St. Evr £ m on d was fo happy in 
gaining the efteem and friendfhip of the Duke 
of En G u I £ N, that his HiffHnefs di4 often 
communicate tp hup his moft fecret projects, 
and intrufted him with afiairs of the greatef^ 
ipoment After the taking of Fumes, hepitchr 1646, 
ed Hpoo him to carry the news of it to the 
Court ' J and having, at the ^ame ^ime^^ opened 

to 

m 
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1646, to him his defign of bcfieging Dunkirk, diar- 
gf d him to propofe it to the Cardinal, and to 
fettle with him all that was neceflary for the 
execution of fo great an undertaking. M d ^ 
S T. E V R^ M o N D was fo dextrous in the ma- 
nagement of this affair, that he fhade the prime 
Minifter confcnt to all the Duke of Enouieh 
defired. 

*647* Some time after this, M, di Sr. Evri- 
M o N D wrote two or three little Pieces, upon 
occafion of Ibme difcourfe that paffed between 
him and his friends. They were refkdlions upon 
the following Maxims, That Man^ who U aefi'- 
rous to know all things^ knows not bintfelf : Ithat 
we ought to deffife rortime^ and not care for the 
Court : That a man ought never to be wanting to bis 
Friends. Thefe three Pieces were printed at Pa- 
ris in 1668, but ftrangely altered. M. de S *r. 
EvREMOND has reftor*d the two firft, which 
you will find in the firft Volume of his Pf^drks \ 
He obferves in the firft of thcfe Pieces, diat the 
Author of Nature would not allow us to be well 
acquainted with our fel ves ; and that while we 
covet to know every thing, we are reduced t6 
the fatal neceffity of being ignorant what we 
are. He maintains., that no man was ever ton^ 
vinced by Reafon^ either that the Soul is certainlj 
immortal^ or that it is really annihilated with the 
Body, He fhews, that the moft knowing Philo 
fophers, as Socrates, Plato, Epicu- 
rus, Aristotle, Seneca, and even S o- 
L o M o N, the greatefi of all Kings^ and the wifefi 
of all Men^ could never latis^ themfelves on 
this head : and from the contrariety of their Opi- 
uons, he concludes, that nnlefs Faith fubjells our 
fieafon^ we pafs our lives between belief and unbe^ 

lief^ 

,Kr. . ■ ■ ■ 

s P^.%^, and lu 
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Juf^ in endeavouring to perfuade^ while we are 1647. 
mtable to convince our felves. It belongs^ fays 
he, to Gcd alone to make MaHyrs ; and to engage 
us ky ins p^mife to lay down the life we enjoy y for 
emotber which we know nothing of For a man to 
fretend to convince himfelfofthe immortality of the 
Scul by Reafony is to dijtruji the affurance God has 
gven us of it * i and w, in fome meafure^ renoun^ 
€ing the only thing by which we may be certain of it. 
in die Other Piece, M. db St. Evremomd 
nudce^ leveral refledions on the Genius of Cour* 
ders, how a man ought to behave himfelf with 
lref{>e& to Favourites, and how to order his con- 
<lisd at Court. A Gentlemanj fays he, may be aU 
bwed to have his Ambition and Inter eft ^ but he ought 
ml to ptrfue them by any other than lawful means. 
He may have addrefs andfiill^ without fuklety ; dex- 
ierity^ without deceit ; and complaifancej without 
Jittery. 

In 1648, M. DE St. Evremond loft 1648* 
tfaeFofthe had near the Prince of Conde': 
fbr this was the Duke d* Enguien's title, 
after his Fath^r*s death. That Prince took 
{reat delight in finding out the Ridicule of man- 
:ind ; and he often fiiut himfelf up with the 
Gmnt DE MiossENs and M. de St. E- 
VRBMOND, to (hare that pleafure with them. 
One day, after thefe two Gentlemen had a con* 
vacation of this nature, M. de St. Evrk- 
M o N D chanced unawares to aflc Monfieur d ft 
iMiossENS, whether he thought that his High- 
li«6, who was fo fond of fpying out the Ridi- 
cule of others, had no Ridicule himfelf?- and they 
^reed, that the very aflfeftation of fcarching o\xt 
tSe Ridicule of others, fiibjeded him to a Ridr- 
aile o( a peculiar ffamp. Thb was fb pleafant 

a 

^ Mr, Lnh ttds very Vfitt imfrov^d thli. Thoi^ghf^ im his 
tafi Anfvm f Dr. StilUnffleit, Bijhof of l^erafim^ 



xiT T H B L I F E or 

i6aS. ^ thought, that they could hot refift die temp* 
^ tation of making merry upon it ^th Aw 
friends ; of which the Prince being inform'd^ 
fbon fhew'd his refentment. He took from 
M. D£ St. Evremond the Lieutenancy c^ 
his Guards, and would have no farther corre^ 
fpondence with the Count de Miossems* 
However, 'tis likely he would have reftorcd 
them both to his favour, if afisurs had not takea 
a new turn. The War of Paris was juft begun ; 
and the Prince having dedar'd ag^dnft the 
Court, at lait withdrew into the Low-Coun- 
tries ; where he was made Generaliflimo of die 
King of Spain's Armies. When he rttumcS 
into France, after the Pyrenean Treaty, M. d tf 
St. Evremond went to wait upon him^ aAd 
he received him very gradouflv. He even ctf- 
fered him hb protdfUon; ana afterwards, on 
feveral occafions, gave him afliirances of his afv 
fe£tion and efteem. 

1649. In the year 1649, M. de St. Evrsm oirb 
went i(ito Normandy to fee his family. The 
Parliament of Paris had declared againft Cardinal 
Mazarin ; and the Duke of Beaufort^ 
the Prince of Co NT Y, and the Duke of L o fff-* 
G u £ V I L L £, following their example, die lat« 
ter retired to his Government of Normandy^ 
where he was almoft abfolute. He aflembled 
the Nobility, and ufed all endeavours to engage 
M. DE St. Evremond in his party; offer* 
ing him the Command of the Artillery, whidi 
he refufed ; as he tells us himfdf in a fatirical 
Piece; intitled, ^e Duke of LonguevilU^s Retreat 
to his Government of Normandy, ^ey bad a 
mifid^ as he merrily exprefles it ', to heftow the 
Command of the Ordnance ^;i St. Evremond; 

and 

• r«l I, fag. i,y: 
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and to fpeak the truthy conftdering his affeSlionfor 1640. 
Sl Germains^y be would have been glad to have 
fenfd the Courts by accepting a cot^tderable em" 
floyment ivhich he knew nothing of. But having 
protnifed Count d*Harcourt to take no em- 
ployment ^ he kept bis wordy not only from a princi^ 
pie of honour y but that he might not be like the 
Normandsy moft of whom had broke their promife^ 
Upon thefe conftderationSy contmues he, he gene- 
roujly. rrfufed the Money that was offered himy and 
which be would never have feen. Cardinal M a* 
z A R I N was fo extremely pleafed with this Sa» 
tyr, that in his laft (icknefs he feveral times en* 
^ag'd M. D E St. £ v r e m on d to read it to 
him. 

M. DE St. Evremond having ftay*d 
fome time at St. Denis, went to Roan, and 
meeting the Duke oFLongueville on 
the road with his fmall Army, he told him that 
the Count d'Harcourt, who commanded 
the King's Troops, was advancing with all pof- 
fible diligence, in order to attack him, and 
would come up with him in lefi than three hours* 
The Duke of Lo ngueville being lenfible 
diat he was not able to keep the field, thought 
all loft, and caufed his Troops to make fb ex- 
peditious a march, that they reached Roan al- 
moft as foon as M. de St.Evremond« 

The enfuing year, the Princes of Cokde' 16501 
and CoNTY, and the Duke of Lonoue- 
V I L L E, were arrefted, and carried prifoners to 
Vincennes by the Count deMiossens, Lieu- 
tenant of the Genfd'armes. The Dutchefi of 
LoNOUEViLLE retired immediately into Nor- 
mandy, to endeavour to engage the Parliament 
of Roan, and the whole Province to fide with 

the 

1 Th Kim fuas sbm at tksf fidct. 
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1650. the Princes, and to fecure the places belonging 
to her Hufband's Government y. pardcularty 
Havre-de-Grace. This obliged the Court to 
inarch thither with fome Troops to drive diae 
Duchefs from thence, and to take from the crea- 
tures of her family fucb Governments as Were in 
their hands. M. dbSt. Evrbmond follow- 
ed the Court, in company with the Duke d £ C a n- 
b A L E * ; during which he had a Ions Com)erfi^ 
tion with that Lord, which be afterwards let down 
in writing* ; and in which he joinM to the judtd^ 
ous counfels he gave his friend, the Charaflers c^ 
the Courtiers with whom he had the greateft 
intimacy; fuch astheDiikes of Epernon and 
bfLARocHEFOucAULT; the CountS'^E; 
Palluau and Mi os sens; the Marquiflfes of 
Creqjkji and Ruvioiry ; to which he alfo 
added the Duke db Candale's own Cbarac-^ 
ten This Piece fliews how well M. de S'ti 
!^vr8moni> was acquainted wkh the Courts 
and diicovers his ikiU in drawing CharaAers 1 
and hift fine and delicate way of infinuatiflg him- 
ielf into the intimacy and &vour of greac men. 

1651. The Duke of Beaufort, t^ a man €>f 
no great parts, had gainM therlove of the Pari-: 
fians ; not fo much by his dexterity and cunning, 
as by his vulgar way of ipeaking, and popuhiF 
behaviour. And tho be was afterwards recon- 
ciled with the Court, yet the Courtiers Ml ban- 
tered him. The Duke de Candalb, Cbone 
Pallv Au, Count Mo RET, M. DB St. £- 
V r B M o N D» and five or fix more, being merry 
one night after fupper, they formed the plan c^ 

* Ziwis Charlis Gajhn dt CandaU, th PoiXj 5Mi U SiT'^ 
nmd Duki JtEfermn^ and of Qahr'ula'AngiUca^ Ugiiimand 
Prmcifs rfFranct^ and natural Daughter ofHtnry Vf. 

^ Vd. II. fag. U 
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a Satyr agaioft that Duke, which they called 1651, 
The Duke ef Beaufort* s Apology againfl the Courts 
Nohility^ and People : ctrcly one of the compa-^ 
ny dubiyd what he thought moft proper to ex- 
pofe hinl ; and M. Gi r a r d, who has giveil 
us the L^e of the Duke of E p e r n o n, was 
pitchM upon to kt it down in writing. This 
ironical Apology is not in M. de St. Evre- 
M o N d's IVorks^ but you will find it in the Col- 
k&ion of the belt Pieces diat are afcdb*d td 
him '• 

The Civil War broke out not long afitef 5 and 1652^ 
the King being acquainted with M. d B S t. £^ 
V R s M o N d's merit and bravery^ and knowinff^ 
befides, that he had conftantly refufed to fide 
with tbofe againft the Court, made him a Ma*^ 
refcbal de Camp^ or Major-General, as appears 
by his Commiflion, dated the i6th of Scptem^ 
ber 1652 } and the next day gave him a War- 
rant for a Penfion of 3000 Livres a-year : tht 
Originals of both which I have in my hands \ 

M. DE St. Evrbmokd ferv'd afterwards 
under the Duke of C a n d a le in the War of 
Guienne ; and if Bergerac had been befieg'd be* 
fore Bourdeaux, according to the opinion of fe- 
vera! Officers, he was to have been made Go- 
vernor of that place, in the room of the Mar- 
D B B o u G I, for whom that office was de- 
1M9 but falling into an ambdh of the Prince 

CoN t> £"s Troops, he was taken prifoner. 

After the redudion of Guienne, M. db 16 ii^ 
St. Evremond was committed to the 
Baftille, where he was a prifoner two or three 
months. Some jefts that were pais'd upon 

Vol. I. b Cardie 

< Melange curieox des meilleitres Vitcts attributes i M« 
de 8c, Evremond, Tom. L fag. i. 
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1656. TRU, the Commandeur de Jars, and the 
Bifhop of Mans, three great originals in thtit 
kind. M. deSt. Evremond, whowaswit- 
nefs to their difpute, thought it fo remarkable 
that he n>ade a Narrative of itj and feiit it td 
the Count d* O l o n n E '. 

1657. Not long after, M. vt Sr. EvREMONd 
fought a Duel with the Marquis de Fore ; 
but I can*t give you the detail of this ^ir : all 
I can fay, is, that notwithftanding all pofflble 
care was taken to keep it fecret, the Court had 
notice of it, which obliged M. de St. Evre- 
M N D to retire into the Country, till his friends 
had obtained his pardon. I fuppofe 'twas du- 
ring this retirement he wrote the Difcourfe on 
Pleafures, which he fent to the Count d' O- 
L o N N E *. He fays firft all. Thai if a man in- 
tends to live happy^ he muft make few reflexions 
upon Life^ and often be abfenty as it were^ f^om 
himfelf ; and amidft the diver/tons which exterior 
objects furnijh him with^ fteal from the knowledge 
of his own miferies. He adds, that we fhould not 
contemplate too much on Death : not that we 
fhould never think of it ; he thinks it next to im- 

pofftblenot to make fome reflexions upona thing Jo na- 
tural ; and that it would be a kind of effeminacy to 
be always afraid to think of it : only he would not 
haye a man make it his particular ftudy^ which 
he fays is an employment of the mind too incon- 
ftftent with life. After this he confiders how a 
man muft manage Pleafures, in order to render 
them more quick and lafting; and concludes, 
with obferving the advantages which true Cbrif 
tians have over the followers of Epicurus 
and Aristippus. 

The 
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The Duke of Candale dy'd in 1658, 1658. 
M. DE St. Evremond very much regret- 
ted the lofe of fo good a friend. That Lord 
was the Cardinal's favourite, had very confidera- 
ble employments, and would, undoubtedly, have 
been advanced to the chief offices in t|ie State, 
had be not been fnatchM away in his prime : for 
he was but feven and twenty years old when he 
died ; and yet he was General of the French In- 
fantry, Governor of Auvergne, ^c. An Amour 
he had at Avignon with Madam de Caste- 
lane, fincc Marchionefs of Ganges, fo famous 
by her tragical Death % threw him into a fever, 
of which he died at Lions. 

M.DE St. Evremond continued in the 1659- 
fervice in Flanders, till the fufpenfion of Arms 
that was agreed on between France and Spain *. 
After the principal Articles of the Peace were fet- 
tled. Cardinal Mazarin fet out from Paris, with 
a magnificent equipage, in order to go and con- 
clude it with Don Lu i s d e H a r o, the King 
of Spain's firft Minifter 5 and was accompany'd 
by a great many Courtiers, particularly by M. 
DE St. Evremond. When he left the 
CourtjL the Marqub d e C r e qjj i * defir'd him 
to give him an account of what pafs'd at the 
Conferences, and to endeavour to find out the 
true motives of the Treaty. He faw no reaibn 
that could oblige France to put an end to the 

b 3 War 

' Sit Les Hiftoires Tragiqucs de n5tre Terns, compil^es 
par irancois de RofleC| /• 5 13* frmtid atLknt^ in ii%%. 

^ Jki Jufftnfion of Arms hogtm ufpn th$ ^th of May» iC^9, 
mnd wds €9nd$m*d till thi eonchpon of tb$ Ptatt, the Jih of 
I^^vtmkor folUaiiing, 

* Frmuit do Croqtd, Mdrquis do Marines. Ho 'was mado 
Umsonam Gtnoral of tho KmgU Armios m 1^55} and a Ma" 
rofcbal rf framo in id^S. Bi dfd tho ^h of Fehuary 
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i^59' ^^^ ' ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ viftorious in Fkndcrs and 
in Spiin : he fufpefted fomc myftery in the Car- 
dinars conduft. Befides, he did not wilh for 
peace ; he had rather the war wou*d conti- 
nue. General Officers do not eafily digeft the 
Peace. M, deSt. Evremond did not for- 
get his friend : as foon as the Peace was fign'd, 
he wrote him a long Letter, wherein he fhew'd 
that the Cardinal had facrific*d the honour and 
vre\hr6 of France to his own private intereft ; 
that the only reafon why he was fo importunate 
for a Peace was, that he might pocket the im* 
menfe fufns which wou*d otherwife be laid out 
for the war » and that this was the fecret motive 
which had induced him to grant all the demands 
of Don Lewis, when he might have obtained 
what he pleas'd from him. To this he added 
other confiderations, which contained a fine fting-f 
ing raillery, or rather an ingenious fatirical 
h-ony upon the Cardinal. But that you may the 
better judge of this Letter, I will here infert it 
at length. 



^' I wifh I were able to gratify your curiofl- 
ty, fays Monfteur de St. Evremond, 
*' both as to the true hiotives of the Peace, and 
all that pafs'd at the Conferences : but to deal 
frankly with you, you ou^t to have made 
apfplication to the Cardinal's particular confi- 
dents, who by their long and familiar con- 
verfing with him, are fully inftrufted in all his 
*• fecrets. As for me, whd was only a fft&3L- 
•' tor, I can entertain youl^di nothing but con- 
** jeftures, and ibme few uncertain hints, for 
♦* which 1 am wholly indebted to my own pe- 
netration. Sudi as they are, I freely oHcr 
them to you ; and the tkitf favotrr I adc of 
you, in rcturo, is that WhetoeVcr you find me 

^^ prdfing 
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^^ prsdfii^ the Cardinal, you do not impute it to 1659. 
** adulation. The good I fay of him, is lincere ; 
*' as not refulting either from the hopes of his 
*' favour, or gratitude for kindneffes received. 

^* As *ris the greateft merit of a Chriftian to 
^^ pardon his enemies, and as the chaftifement 
** of thofe we love, is the cfFeft of the moll 
tender friendfhip ; fo the Cardinal was induced 
to forgive the Spaniards, in order to chaftife 
*' the French. And indeed, the Spaniards, that 
were humbled by fo many misfortunes, and 
deprefs'd by fo many lofles, were the proper 
ol^edts of his Compaflion and Charity s and 
** the French, being grown infolent by their 
*' fuccefles in the War, deferved to be mor- 
** tified with the wholefom feverities of a 
^ Peace. His Eminence call'd to mind .the 
^^ fine faying of the CaftiUian, who coming- to 
•* itrangle Don C A R L o s, by order <rf Phi- 
^^ L I p IL faid to him, Calla^ Calla^ Sfnor Don 
•* Carl o s, todo lo que fe haze es par fu bien % 
f that is. Be quiet^ Sigmor Don Carlos^ be qmet^ 
all this is for your good :) and pleas'd with fo 
loving a fort of punifhment, after he liad 
feiz'd upon the goods of |»-ivate men, and 
** cxhaufted the publick treafurse, he ftiflfes our 
^ groans, and fuppreffes our murmurs, by fay- 
^^ ing to us widi a paternal a£fe£tion, Calla^ 
** Callaj Senor Frances^ todo lo que fe haze es por 
** Jii bien : {Come^ he quiet Gentlemen of Francis 
" be quiet^ all this is for your good.^ 

** I am inclined to believe, that fome politick 
^^ confiderations might mix with the CardinaTs 
^ Chriftianity: I mean as to the courtefy and 
•^•goodncfs he fhew'd to the Spaniards. Au- 
•*' ou STus, who had a mind to give limits to 
^* die Roman Empire, and leave it a juft and 
^ {NTOpordon'd grandeur at his death, might 

b 4 " very 
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1659. ** very well furnifli him with an example in the 
" moderation of his Peace. 

He was of opinion, chat France would bet- 
ter prpferve it fclf» united as it is, and com- 
^' paft, as it were, within it felf, than in a vaft 
extent ; and he fliew'd a prudence, which few 
'* Minifters would have dreamt of, in the care 
." of covering our Frontiers, when it lay in his 
" power to have made an abfolute Conqueft of 
** the Low-Countries. 

" Whp does not know that the dcftrudion 

" of Carthage drew after it that of tht Rooian 

" Republick. While Rome had a rival to con- 

*' tend with, all within her walls was virtue and 

" obedience : but no fooner wa^ (he freed from 

enemys without, then (he made herfelf ene- 

mys at home, and had every thing to fear 

from within, when fhe had nothing to fear 

*' from abroad. 

" His Eminence, wifer than the S ci p 1 0% 
** took care that we (hould not fell into that 
** inconvenience, and taking warning from the 
faults of his fore-fathers, has pretery*d Spain 
on purpoie to exercife the valour of France^ 
and to maintain its Empire for even 

Now pray. Sir, obferve what a vaft difle- 
*• rence there is between this profound prudence, 
^* and the exorbitancy of Cjwdbal Riche- 
" lieu! Methinks I fee that immoderate ge- 
♦• nius, not content with Flanders nor the Mi- 
** lanefc, but laying hold of a conjunfture, which 
had not happen'd fmct the days of Charles 
V. to remit feven or eight nullions to Franks 
** fort, and to fend a mighty Army to the banks 
** of the Rhine, to revenge our Nation in the 

perfon of Lewis XIV. for the iiSront fhe 

formerly^ 
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^ formerly received in that of F r a n c i s • I. 1659* 
" - Methinks I fee him enter into a new Alliance 
*' with Portugal, after the defeat of Don Luis, 
'^ and join our forces with thofe of that King- 
^' dom, to drive the Catholidk King from Ma- 
^^ drid, widiout any refpeft to his facred and 
** inviolable Perfon •. 
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■ Tkt Emftrwr Firdhumd IIL dy*d tht ftd 9f Afrtl 1^57. 
d»d iMfM Us Smi wms §U&td Emperor the i8th 4/ J»fy 
1(58. lif iw «I4| 9H Xmg rf tbi Rimans* Hire U. ds Si. 
Evnmmul homers the Cardinal fir hU freeifiiance in making 
the Peace, ond infinuates that the Cardinal deRukeUen wou'd 
net hatfe fi^fd fo fahr an efpertnnhy to fnatcb theEmfire 
/rem the bonje of Anftriaz and that hy frefints or menmees 
to the BkHersB weary ef feeing the Empire eontinne fi long m 
one family, he wen*d have gained their ft^aps^ andeafify 
inelm^d them tofsu up another in Leopold^ sftead. 

* After the death of John IV. King of Portngal^ m 1656 
tbeSpamards thenght freper to take advantage of the Mine^ 
ritjf of Alphonfns IV* to reeonqner thai Kingdom, and in the 
year fiUewing thejf made themfelves tnafters of Olivenza* 
Tie Pertt^jnefe, on the other hand attempted to fwrprixje Ba^ 
itffftVy ktst thefrojoH was fo ill concerted that it did not fnc» 
coed, NevertneUfs «i 1658 they came again hefire that City, 
and itfter ha-^ng in juun hefi^*d itfonr Months j they firmed 
4S d^m u retire* Den Lssis de Hare heing advertised ofit^ nnd 
knewtng alfo that their Army was in a manner epute min*d^ 
tefdv^d to go andfmt himfelfat the head of the Sfamfh Troops, 
in order to acfmre with no great risk the glory of haimng re* 
UevU fi imporum a place 1 knt when he arrived on thefron* 
eier ho fmnd that the Portugtufi who wanted oil neceflariet 
were ahready retired. Being puffd np with fuch great fnccefs, 
be contriv*d the tonqueft of Elvas, and went himfelf to bt^ 
fiege that place, which m^ a vigerens defence forftmr months* 
Mtam time the Pertwfftefe having relXIffd s fmaU hodf of 
T>eefs, snarcb^d dirMy to Don Lnis, and after /itrpraJng 
the Spattiards in their Camf drfeated themi which pnt the 
whole Kingdom of Spain mto a great conjhmation. M. de 
St. Evremond means that BiehMen won*d not have feXPd to 
join with Portugal^ and to itnprove that mcident to compleat 
the nun of Spain. 
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1659. " Mean time, it was a Chriftian part to for- 
^* give his enemies ; it was generous in him not 
" to pufti his viftories to the ruin of fo fair a 
*' Monarchy ; it was politic, not to extend our 
** frontiers lb far, as that the care of foreign ac- 
*^ quifidons (hould make us negled the main 
*' bufmefs at home. 

" I hear fome of his Eminence's enemies, 
" who not daring to exclaim direiWy againft 
*' the Peace, condemn the manner wherein it 
was concluded ; find fault with the Sufpenfion, 
and his too great eafinefs in condeicending to 
come to Conferences, wherein every Artide 
of the Peace was altered, tho it had been ra* 
*' tified before. 

** r own, indeed, that Monfieur db Tu- 
rk n n e did all that lay in his power to dif- 
fuade from this Sufpenfion 5 but he did not 
confider the true motive of fo glorious an •in- 
terview : and while this great General's head 
was full of the conqueft of Flanders, he knew 
not the triumph the Cardinal propofed to him- 
felf, by a contention of wifdom and reaibn. 

And, indeed, he defir'd nothing more fer- 
vently than to let all Europe fee the fupe- 
riority of his genius 5 nor was he miftaken ill 
his delign : for he always got the better of 
"Don Luis's underftanding, who frankly 
own'd the afcendent of his genius, and his 
mattery in Politicks ; but it unluckily fell 
out, that the too great ftubornnefs of the 
latter, proved at laft too hard for the refolu- 
tions of the former. Thus the Spaniard in his 
grofi blunt way, carried thofe points, which 
•* the Italian contended for with acutenefs and 
** juftice. Not that Don L u i s's obftinacy was 
** always fuccefsfiil ; for when he boafts that we 
*' abandoned Portugal, and confented to the re- 

floration 
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«* ftoration of th€ Prince of Co n d e', wc may 1659, 
*♦ juftly dharge him with an over-fight in the 
^^ ammunition he left us ; and his ignorance in 
" Aridunctick in the valuation of the five hun- 
" drcd thoiifand Crowns that were afligned for 

the Queen's Portion. 

" Let matters go as they will, his Eminence 

may fecretly flatter himfelf, that he has made 
'^ no unprofitable fteps : Alfatia, the territories 
" in Italy, the Abtey of St. Vaaft, may com- 
" fort him for the pains he has taken ' ; where- 
^ as die chimerical Don Luis, who minded 
^^ nodimg but the publick Good, maintainM 
*^ himfeltall along at his own expence. 

** It was to no purpofe for him to put on 
*^ fuch a grand air in the general declenfion of 
•* their afiairs, fince he own*d their weaknefs, fo 
" foon as the Peace was figned : Come^ Gentle- 
•' men J laid he, let us go and return God thanks ; 
•* we i»ere undone^ hut now Spain is faved. 

*' His Eminence docs not much value that no- 
^* Me Sayit^, which would have fitted the mouth 
*^ an old Citizen of Lacedemon ; becaufe he 
^^ kx^ upon thefe Exultations for the Safety of 
** one's Country, to proceed from a Republican 
** Priiic^)lc. He thinks judicioufly, that a Peace 
^ is always^ good, when it faves millions that 
" would be neceflarily expended in the Profc- 
** cudon of the War. Let the well-meaning 
•• Don Luis have no other end, than the Ser- 
^* vice of his Matter, and the PuUick good ; it 
^^ is die Cardinal's Maxim, That a Minifier does 
*' not fo much belong to the State^ as tie State to the 

« Mini^ 

* 0»dinnl MdXMtin got a gnmt of Lands in AlfMi^ ^^f* 
and rf^hericb jibluy tfSu Vaaft m Jtrras. Mm de St. Evre- 
fmmd fyiits us 40 tadirfiand^ thai be tpncUdii the P$ac9 to 
fiotin tin enjormm 0/ tbtf§ Lands^ and tf th B$mp€i. 
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1650. " Mimfter ; and for thfe reafon, if God grant 
" him but a few years, he will get all the eftates 
in the Kingdom into his own hands. 

I pity thofe rattles who reproach him for 
making a Peace, when we were in a fair way 
to carry all before, us. I think I have fuffici- 
ently juftify'd his Moderation ; and I can alio 
^^ alledge in his defence, fuch Reafons as he has 
often given himfelf. 

" ^he French^ fays he, always carry their 

views abroad^ without ever looking at home ; 

and while they are bewildered with the af* 

" fairs of their neighbours j entirely negle£l their 
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'They will alledge^ That after the Battle of 
** Dunkirk y and the Defeat of the Prince de 
*' Li ONE ; that after the Surrender of fome 
TownSy and the Confternation of the refi^ Flanders 
could not fubftfl longer '; that the affairs of the 
Spaniards were no better in the Milanefe ■ : that 
the overthrow of Don Luis had filled all Spain 
with t error y which was equally exhaufied of men^ 
and money ; and^ to fpeak in the laf^uage of 
Phyficiansy that its vital parts were no lejs 
*' attacked than its other members. ;■ 

" But they will not fay that Cardinal t> s 
♦* R E T z made a tour into Flanders^ and that be 

left 
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^ Mm deTurntm having hfiegid Dunkirk in 1^58, D$m 
John •f MfirWi the lPrmc$ of Conde, and the Manfchal d§ 
Uftqnme9nrty who eommandid th§ Army of Spsin^ anaek*d 
kim n0srtha$pla€$ the i^h ofjttne^ btH vme hesten. Net 
UngdfteTj M^deTttrenne dlfi defeased the Prmce de Ligme c 
nmdktthatCamfMgn^ hefides Dunkirk^ the French teek Linh^ 
Fttmeh Serines^ Vixmuyd, Oudenarde, Atemn» Tfres^ and 
OrmtfeUn^ 

- <^ The Dnke ef Medena^ affifted hy France^ had faffed tha 
*ddda in l€^9^ and taken feme Places in the Milanefe^ 
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" left it fo fecretlyy that they could never know the 1659, 

** place of bis retreat \ 

They will malicioujly pafs over infilence^ that 
D*A N N E R Y, /A^ ring-leader of jjemblies^ bad 

" been tampering in the night-time with tbe Gentle^ 
menoftheVexin\ tbatCKZQjJ i-B e r n i e u l- 
L E bad been met near Hedin \ that Grat b t, 
/i&^ M o N T R E s o R (?/ /A^ Country^ had made 

*' a great many politick Harangues at Coutamey on 

'' the publick Welfare \ 
** Nor will they take notice^ that Bonneson 

** bad armed tbe Wooden-Shoemakers of Sokgne^ 

" and encouraged that dangerous Party that was 

" forming againji the State '. 

" There 

' JAn''Pra»ck'PMnl di G^ndi, CardsMdl di Ketx»» having 
mads hknfdf fMrmidahk $0 MaxAr'm^ was arrtJUd ai tin 
Louvrs tie i^tb cfDiomhr 16 J 2, and carriid Prlfomr to tbi$ 
Bns d$ yinanms. On tht I2th of Jfril 16$^, he was re- 
mavtd tp tht CaftU ef Nanus, from whenco ho efcafed the 
%th ef Ategtsfi the fame year. Be noent to Italy, and arrived 
at Hsma the ift of Deiemher. The ArMifhof of Paris t, his 
Vncle^ dying dttring his Confinement $ asfoon as he wasfree^ he 
ad tees ttimoft to be put in fojfejfion of that Archbifhofrick^ ef 
vihkb he was Ceadjuter» But not being able to furmount the 
efpefitien made againfl him bf the Court of Franee^ he left 
Jtmy, amd 'wandered about no body knew where. Mean time 
Cardinal Max/irm was afraid of him \ and hearing that he 
had tean fecretly in Flanders, and near the Frontiers of Pi^ 
tardy, M. de St. Evremend infinuatesf that Mazarim 
imagisud that it was to foment certain difcontents inNormandy 
and the Vexin^ and to breed a revolt ; and that therefore he 
hafined with a pame terror to condssde a Peace. 

* Here M. deSt. Evremond banters Cardinal Mazarin for 
Idbif afraid of three Gentletnen in Normandy that rov^d ahoea 
$b$ eottnery^ and were altogether oittof a cafamy to htire h^: 
Mimeirefor, the Author ef the Memoirf, was one of Cardmal 
Mkbelm^s greateft enemies* He was a tnan of Wit, and tin 
€:ardinal £readed his credit with the Duke of Orleans and tht 
Count de Seiffons, M. de St. Evremond calls Gratot the Moo* 
tftfiir of the Country, to banter MasLarin, who was as mtsch 
afreii ef Oratot as Eicheliett was of Mantrefor. 

^ AUttk btfere thaTreatjef the Pyrtneet, the Boors of 5#- 

logne. 
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^^59' " There was fomething yet more prcfling^ 
" which nothing but the Cardinal's own Con^ 
*' fciencc could teftify. What a mortification 
^^ muft it be to a great Minifter, abiblute mail 
" ter of the Court, to fee three Governors of 
'^ his own making, draw prodigious Sums of 
Money out of Flanders, without accompting 
with him ? If we confider the generous tem- 
per of his Eminence, we may eafily believe 
that he would fooner have diofe to give up 
Corbie, Pcronne, and St. Quintin, to the E- 
nemy, than fufFer the Contributions of Arras^ 
Bethune, and la Baflee any longer \ 

A man muft dive into his very foul, to 
^* know what a vexation it muft needs be to 
" him, to be difappointed concerning St. Ve- 
^' nant, when his Projeft of railing a Million 
^^ from thence came to nothing, while it was in 
" the hands of la Have*. 

^^ Oudenard, Ypres, and Menin, did in truth 
^' maintain a great body of men; but when thaC 

*' was 
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togne^ a link country httwan tht OrUai^s and Bgrry, r§^ 
woltedy and aJfembUd togtthtn This IpfurreStkn wa$ caUii 
the V^ooden-Shoemakers Rebellioa ^ tuaufi ^ SoUgnif 
which is a poor Country, fM of water, theyfcairc$ vjoar any 
htu wooden Shoes. Bonftefon^ a Protefiant Gentleman, ^be 
was one of their Leaders^ was taken and carried to Paris, 
where he had his head cut offl hi, de St. Evremend banters 
the cardinal for being afraid of thai ferry rabble of 
Pea/ants. 

' Before the Pjrenean Treaty, the Governofe of the Prontier 
Places were alhw*d the Contributions : the Cevermrs ofArrae^ 
la Bajfee, and Bethune, werefaid by that tuaans to have raafei 
'vaftSums. *Tisflain that hU de St. Bwremond banters M^- 
zarin^ as if he concluded the Peace purely to be revenged 
on thofe Governor Sy who would not let him go fnacks in wbai 
they got by the CeutribuiioUs. 

* Qard'mal Max^rin had given the Gpvernment of St. K#* 
nant to the Sieur la f^aye, in hopes that he wmdi be mere 
hioneft to him than others had been % Ime U Haye took aU ta 

him'* 
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^f: was dooe, there was fcarce enough to fill the 1659. 
^^ Purfc of Moofieur La n g e. I go farther, 
^ ^nd put the cafe that all Flanders had been 
♦* furrendcr'd to us, we muft have been forced 
** to prcfervfe their Privileges, and to put up 
" with a wretched hundredth-penny. 

" No, no, Sir, fo folid a Minifter is not to be 
" &dsfied with Tides and Lordfliips. With 
'^ him, that is called a true Conqueft which is a 
real Acquifidon of new Treafure : and, in his 
<^nion, the reducing the number of Gover- 
nors^ the disbanding of the Troops, the re- 
trenching all Expences, yet leffening none of 
our Taxes, is Conqueft in a proper lenfe, and 
as good as gaining a new Kingdom. If this 
** be allowed him, I dare engage he will freely 
leave Spain in pofleflion of all its Provinces, 
and religioufly promife not to difturb it in the 
War againft Portugal. The Indies are the 
** only fpot of ground which he envies Spain ; 
** but *tis fome confolation to him, however, 
*' that the Spaniards are at all the drudgery, 
" and that he (hall always have the greateft 
** fliarc af their Flota. 

** Thus, Sir, I have laid before you the my- 
fiery of oiir Conifer^nces, and the mod fecrec 
dioiights^^ of t^e Cardinal 

If you W(Kild have me tell you the fame 
tmtlar feriouCty, and with another turn, you 
are to know, that the Spanifh Monarchy had 
^^ beem ruined in cafe the War had continued ; 
** nay, we had fuffidendy weakened it by the 
^ Peace, if the Qairdinal Kad not chofe to nego- 

" date 
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C ^^ Uugh'i at th$ Cardinal. M thai junHun ii 
was mtfim^ $0 n-call $ha Q9ver»$n of tht frontier Placts^ 
Hmn was iH^ tfpravekmg them, and reducing them to the 
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1650. " tiatc It by hitnfelf, wkhout the parridpatiort 
" of any body. 'Tis a plain cafe, that he 
'* knew not the true degree of the Enen}y*S 
^^ weaknefs and necelfity. And Monfieur d^ 
*• T u R E N N E*s converfation with him upon this 
** fubjeft, fecm*d to him to be the difcourfe of 
*' a felfilh General, that aimed to keep off the 
*' Peace in order to get an Eftate by the Wan 

*' The ancient Reputation of the Spaniards 
•* kept their prefent Mifery from his fight ; not 
^' being able to comprehend how a Nation fo 
^^ formidable heretofore, could be (b near its 
*' ruin. Spain, Italy, Germany, the Nedier- 
*• lands, which in effedt were little better than 
^^ names, gave him always a great* Idea of theit 
" ancient Power : he did not fufficiently confidef 
" what a condition we were in, while his 
** thoughts were wholly taken up with the for- 
** mer condition of our Enemies. 

" The Valour of the Prince of C o n d e% 
deprived of the neceflary means for acting ; 
the image of Cardinal d e R e t z, miferably 
** fculking to fave his life, re-called the late 
^^ Commotions to his mind, and made him ap- 
** prehenfive of new Revolutions. He fancied 
** three Norman Gentlemen, ftrolling firom 
" place to place, and the poor forlorn PeafantS 
*' of Sologne, to be an Infurre£iion of all the 
Nobility, and a Revolt of the whole King- 
dom. He imagined that all the world at- 
" tacked him, becaufe he knew that all the 
*' world hated him. 

** Ashe had a mixture of different thoughts, 
^' let us confider how the motive of Intereft 
" worked upon him, next to the motive of Fear* 
" Nothing made him fo uneafy as the unavoid- 
*^ able Expences of the War j and he was ana- 
" bicious CO be mailer pf all the Revenue, widi* 

' << out 
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« out being ncceflitated to employ it in the pub- jg^g 
" lick fcnricc. Then he concluded the finances 
** to be entirely hb own ; and this was one of the 
" principal motives to the Peace, The Inde- 
^ pendence of the Governors appeared to be 
** another of his ftrongeft reafons for it •, and he 
always reckoned in the number of the Towns 
left us by the Spaniards, thofe that were to 
** return under the King's dominion. But to 
** ^peak ferioufly, the vaft Contributions that 
" were railed, provoked his Avarice -, and fince 
** he could not have his fhare of them with the 
•' Governors, it was a pleafure to him to hinder 
** odiers from reaping thofe advantages for 
** which he was not the better. 

" *Tis probable that the laft Campaign of 
" M. DE TuRENNE gavc him fome fecret 
jealoufy ' ; particularly thofe fucceffes wherein 
his vanity could not be concerned, as it had 
•* ridiculouily been in the Battle of Dunkirk. 
** Sudi extraordinary advantages without doubt 
fet him upon negotiating, which he always had 
in his thoughts after the moft profperous e- 
** vents ; in order to let the Generals know the 
** uncertainty of their condition, and to keep 
** them in the fame dependence, in the midft of 
** all their Gonquefts. 

** Befides he was afraid, that being incom- 

** moded with the Gout and Stone, and confe- 

" quently not in fo good a condition to follow 

Vol. I. c " the 

* Mmdi TtinmHj nmurally haugbpj andamiiticus, was a 
itmr $9 the Minifiirs when he had met with good fuccefs. They 
4tfrM$i that he mnCd to he at the head of affair i. Car* 
Mazarin was not willing to make him too povjerfuhy 
in U TtlUer and Celhert were likewife afraid of him, af 
$trtbi CnumeSs ef Lewis XJV in the Netherlands, in US? i 
ami *twas ieUiVid that this induced themy as much as the 
n^ JtlUnce, to conclude th$ Treaty of Aix la Chafelle the 
parftlUwmi. 
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1659. " ^h^ King, they might cafily do without him 
** in the field. The remembrance of the late 
*' exploits, made him apprehcnfive of new 
" ones •, and to rid himfelf of the uneafinels, 
" he chofe to conclude the War by a Peace of 
" his own making, rather than behold Conquefts 
*' after Conquefts, wherein he had no fliare. 
Moreover, he began to be weary of his ill- 
ufage of the Prince of C o n d e'. As his in- 
'' dignation had exhaufted it fclf at long run, 
" he reconciled himfelf to the thoughts of his 
" return ; nay, fometimes he flatter'd himfelf 
*' with the pleafure he ftiould have to fee him 
" abandoned by the Spaniard, and humbled be- 
** fore him. He cxpeded to find a general 
•' fubmiffion at the Conference, and there to 
*' difpofe the fate of the whole world at his 
*^ pleafure. But Don Luis, who was fupple, 
** in order to hook him in, became haughty 
** when he had him faft in his hands ; and by 
*^ his boldnefs in the Treaty, refolved to retrieve 
** the reputation he had loft by his want of 
*' fpirit in the War. And truly 'tis very llir- 
*' prizing, that the Grandees of Spain, who were 
*^ defcribed to us fo haughty, fliould acknow- 
** ledge the Superiority of our Nation, by pay- 
*^ ing fuch deference to the French, as rather 
** argued fubjeftion than civility v and that the 
" Cardinal, who had the fole care of the ho* 
** nour and rights of France, fliould, with all 
** the power and reafon he was mafter of, fub- 
*' mit himfelf to another. He might have done 
«' what he would with a high hand : but having 
** chofe to gain his point by dint of perfuafion, 
^' and fuffering Don L u i s to affume authority, 
** the Spaniards made the Peace as if they had 
*' been in our place ; and we received Conditions 
** from them, as if we had been in theirs. I 

" have 
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^ have been informed byfome of them, that 16591 
*^ Mpnfieur de Lionne had proved a thorn in ' 
** their fide, if his Superior had not removed all 
** the obftacles which thwarted the conclufion of 
*' the Peace \ , 

*' This eafy Temper of his made me . refledl 
** upon the different conduft of thefe two Mi- 
^^ nifters ; and I find that in private Affairs the 
** Cardinal was full of difficulties, diffimulation, 
** and artifice, with his befl friends : but that in 
** publick Treaties, even with our enemies, he 
*^ was open-hearted, fincere, a man of his word ; 
•* as if he had a mind to juflify to Foreigners;^ 
**^ the reputation he had with us i and to caft the 
** vices of his conftitution upon the defeds of 
*' our Nation. As for Don L u i s, he was 
** civil to private men, frank and free with his 
^ friends, kind to his own creatures: but in pub- 
^ lick negotiations, he cover'd a deep defign to 
** cheat under an appearance of fimplicity, and 
^' had indeed but Ikde honefly tho he paffcd for 
'* a man of fteddy probity." 

I (hall not ftand to juftify M. d e S t. E v r e- 
M o N D as to his notion of this Peace : for you. 
Sir, have dbferved, that the Cardinal concluded 
it fo advdr^tageoujly for S^ain^ andfo difadvantage-. 
oujly for France^ that the mojl penetrating believed 
be did it at the defire^ or by the command of the 

c 2 ^een- 

' Thi Marquis de Lionne and Don Antonio Pimentel formed 
the Plan of the Pyrenean Treaty ; the one for Cardinal 
Jdazarin, and the other for Don Luis de Haro. They had 
Conferences at P^ris before the Interview of the two Minifters 5 
and dtirlng the Conclufion of the Treaty^ they concerted he* 
tween themfelves the things *u)hich Max,arin and Don Luis 
were to determine, M. de St. Evremond would have it under* 
flood that M. de Lionne was an honefi Frenchman, veryjiiff; 
hut that Mazarin was fo impatient for a Peace^ that he gave 
t^ thofe foints whith Lionise was for infifting on* 
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1659- ^i^^^'^Iother^ in whom the King her Confori had 
ever ohferved a S^amjh heart *. Mean time this 
Letter falling into the hands of the Cardinal's 

1 66 1, creatures, fome time after his Death, the fame 
was reprefented as a State-crime, which obliged 
M. DE St. Evremond to -fly his Country. 
That Affair happened in this manner. The King 
fet out for Britany fome days before Monfieur Fou- 
Qu E T was arretted ; and M. d e St. E v r e- 
M o N D being one of thofe named for the Jour- 
ney, he left in the hands of Madam d u Pl e s- 
sis-Belliere, Mother to the Marchionefs 
D E C R E Qjx I, a ftrong Box, with money, notes, 
and feveral Letters. As foon as Monfieur 
Fo u Qju E T was arretted •, they were not con- 
tented with feizing all his Papers, but likewife 
clapped a Seal on what they found at the Houfes 
of all fuch as were thought to be his Confidents ; 
and did not fail making a vifit to the Lady d x; 
Plessis-Belliere, who was too great a 

friend 

' See the Hiftorical and Critical Di£tionary« in the Article ef 
Lewis XIII. Remark V, Page 190^, Edit. 2. After Cardinal 
Richelten's Death^ the Abbot Montague^ one of the Confidents 
of Anne of Aufiria^ determined htr in the choice of Mazarin 
for Prime Miniflery by reprefenting to her, that he was the 
moft proper perfon to conclude the Peace^ in fuch a manner as 
would not be prejudicial to the Houfe of Aufiria. See The 
Hiftory of Lewis Xlllth's Reign, bv M.lc Vaffor, T. X. Part 
2. p* 790,791. The Queen's difpofition, fays M. deRkn* 
court y to giv^ fome Proofs of the grateful remembrance Qie 
had of the Hott(e of Auftria, from which ihe was defcended ; 
and the tender inclinations which that Princefs had retained 
for the Kingdom that had given her birth, were the reafoa 
that a Peace was oropofed m the midft of ottr Yi^oAts and 
Triumphs : and this (^een not only defired that it might be 
propofed, but was alio refolved, by a Sufpenfion ofArdis 
which was granted, to ftop the coiurfe of our Conquefts, and 
to fet bounds to the great defigns of our Generals. Hiftory 
of the French Monarchy y vc* Tom. I. p. m. 503. 

» M. Fouquet was arrefied the ^th of September l6Si, 
and committed to the CaJUe of Angers. 
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friend to the Superintendant to be forgottea. i66i. 
There they feized M. d e S t. E v r e m o n d*s 
ftrong Box, and the Letter relating to the Pyre- 
nean Treaty, which had been communicated to 
none but the Marefchal de Clerembaut, 
and two or three other perfons. Meffieurs l e 
T E i. L J E R and Colbert, who were the 
CardmaPs creatures, pretending a grateful vene- 
ration for the memory of their Bencfaftor, read 
the Letter to the King, and left no ftone un- 
turned to exalpcrate him againft M. de St^ 
EvREMOND. They put his Majefty in 
mind of the great Zeal his Eminence had ever 
fhewn for his Intereft, and the Services he had 
done the State in the worft of times. They added, 
that thelnvedtives of M. de St. Evremond 
reflected on the Regency of the Queen-Mother, 
and even on the King's Reign, fince his Majefly 
had thought fit to purfue the Cardinal's Scheme 
and Maxims. And, in fliort, they told him the 
danger of allowing private Men to judge of 
Statc-afiairs according to their caprice, and with 
impunity to cenfure the condud of Minifters : 
nor did they fail to make a handle of the friendly 
correlpondence which M. de St. Evre- 
mond held with the Superintendant, whofe 
ruin had been refolved upon. Thefe infinuations 
made an impreflion on the King, who ordered 
M. D E St. E V R E M o N D to be committed to 
the Bailille. 

It happened that he was gone to fee the Mare t 
dialDsCi^EREMBAUT in the Country, not fufpeft- 
IQg what had paffed. Bat M. de Gourville 
Imriog that orders were iiiued to apprehend him» 
aad knowing that he was returning with M. d £ 
CtEREM^AUT to Paris, hefent a man poft 
to advertife him of it, who overtook him in the 
Foreft of Orleans ^ and upoq M, d b G o u r- 

C 3 VILLE*^ 
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1 66 1. VI L L e's information he retired to Normandy \ 
After having lain hid there for fome time, he 
advanced privately to the Frontiers of the King- 
dom -, and at laft refolved to go to Holland, 
where he arrived about the end of the year 
1661. 

This, Sir, was the eaufe of M. d e St. E- 
V R E M o N D*s Difgrace, of which there had been 
a confiifed account. Verily he was too hard- 
ly dealt with : for when he wrote that Letter, 
he fpoke to his Friend with the fame freedom as 
he would have done in a private converfation ; 
nor could it ever enter his thoughts, that his 
Letter would become publick. On the other 
hand, having preferved a refentment againft the 
Cardinal, ever fince his Emincrce had caufed 
him to be imprifoned in the Baftille, it is not to 
be wondered that he did not fpare him on this oc- 
cafion. If we add to thefe confiderations, that 
the Letter in the main was folid and judicious, 
it will undoubtedly be agreed, that they ought 
not to have dealt fo with a Gentleman of diftinc- 
tion, who had ever well-ferved his Prince, and 
whofe only Crime was, his being over-zealous 
for the Honour of his Country, and too well 
acquainted with its true Intereft. 'Tis certain 
that M. D E St. Evremond never own*d he 
had committed a fault, or that he had a wrong 
notion of that Treaty, as you will fee by the fe- 
quel of thefe Memoirs. 

1662. M. DE St. Ev9.emond had too many 
Friends in England to make a long ftay in Hot- 
land : he therefore crols'd the Sea, and was no 
lefs welcome at the King of Great Britain's Court 
than he had bpen a year before. For I forgot to 

men- 

' Sii ^a Memoirs of M. die Qoprrillc} Tom* I* /• 9 l9m 
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mention, that as foon as King Charles 11. was 1662. 
reftored to the Throne of his Anceftors, the 
French King fent the Count deSoissons o- 
ver to England, to congratulate his Majefly 
thereupon. Several perfons of Quality who had 
the honour to be known to King Charles 
while he was in France, made ufe of that oppor- 
tunity to fee England, and rendered that Em- 
bafly one of the moft magnificent that ever was 
feen. M. de St. Evremond was one of 
that number ; and during the fix Months he (laid 
at London, he renew'd the acquaintance he had 
in France with feveral Englifti Lords, and con- 
tra^Sed friendfliip with others 5 infomuch that 
when he came hither the fecond time, he was no 
ftranger to our Court. 

The Dukes of Buckingham and Or* 
MOND, the Earls of St. Albans and Ar- 
lington, my Lord d'A u b i g n y and my 
Lord Crofts, were his beft Friends. But 
he was moft intimate with the Duke of Buc- 
kingham and my Lord d*A u b i g n y . The 
firft was gallant, affable, generous, but excef- 
fively indolent, and confequently a Squanderer 
of the, great Eftate he enjoy M. He had a lively, 
gay, ddicate Genius, inclined to raillery. In 
the Parliament he often difconcerted the Schemes 
of the oppofite Party by a Jeft : he was a great 
ftickler for the Liberties of the People, and the 
Toleration of Religions. He courted the ac- 
quaintan^e of men of Learning, and made ufe 
of his credit at Court to obtain favours or re- 
wards for them. He compofed fome Pieces of 
Wit which have been the admiration of all Eng- 
land : his Comedy intitled ^he Rebearfal \ is a 

c 4 fine 

' In this comedy a Poet is introduced ajftj^ng at the Re» 
iesrfyl of one of his ferformances, which is ^n, entire Chain 

of 
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1662. fine Criticifin upon fome of Mr. Dryd'Ek's 
Hays, and other Poets of thofe days* 

My Lord d'Aubigny" having been fcnt 
into France at five years of age, was educated 
at Port-Royal: he went young into holy Or- 
ders, and was made a Canon of Notre-Dame in 
Paris. After the Reftoration ofCnARLEsIL 
he returned into England ; and upon the King's 
marriage with the Infanta of Portugal he was 
made Lord Almoner to the Queen. He was a 
man of a great deal of wit and franknefs^ which 
made M. d£ St.Evremond extreme fond 
of his converfation. The Duke ofBucKiNG*' 
H A M, my Lord d' A u b i g n y, and he^ were 
Together almoft every day, and their converfii- 
tion was often upon Theatrical performances^ 
M. DE St. Evremond not underftanding 
the Englilh Tongue, thofe Gendemen acquain- 
ted him with the bed Dramadck Pieces com-r 
pos'd in that Language ; of which he letain'd £3 
clear an idea, diat forty years after he remem* 
ber*d them very diftinftly. The reading of them 
furnifh'd him with the Rcfle&ions he has made 
upon the Engliih Tragedies and Comedies in 
fome of his Works *. It was this fort of amyfe- 
ment too, which gave them occafion to write 

the 

pf Extravagancies and Abf$trd'am \ jflfHtdhiis, which 4r# 
taken ntverthelifs from thi Comedies ef that time, wUcb ^ 
caufe of the ill Tafte that then prevailed were received wkb 
afplaufe. Two Gentlemen^ Men of tVit and good Senfe, hafffm 
to be at this Rehearfaly whd by the qtteftsons they put $9 thef 
Poet^ engage him to difcover Ue whole Ridicitk tf Us manntr 
of writing, 

' Lewis Stewart d^Auhignj^ fon of Eftfu Earl of Marelf 
and Duke of Richmond ^ and Uncle to Charles Stewart 
^arl of Lhchfieid and Duke of Richmond^ ijho died avithont 
IJfue, in the year 1 67'Z^ 

? yd, IL fag: i\fi»:and liZ. 
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the Comedy of Sir Politick JVould-be \ towards 1662. 
which each of them clubb'd part of the Charac- 
ters, which M. D£ St. EvREMOND reduc'd 
into form. 

M. PE St. Evremond alfo courted the 
correipoadence of perfons the moft eminent for 
Learning in England. He often conversed with 
Sir KsKBLM DiGBY, and with the famous 
Ho B B B s : but more efpccially with Mr. Co w- 
LBT and Mr. Waller, who had a vaft fhare 
of wit, as appears by their Poetry. One day, 
as Sir Ken ELM and he were talking of Phi- 
bfophy, the Knight told him, dat having re$€t~ 
the Writings of D b s C a rt e s, lie refolved to 
go to Holland to fee him. He found hhn in his 
retirement at Egmond ; and after having dif^ 
conrs'd with him a long time without making 
himielf known, M. D es Cartes, who had 
feen ibme of his Works, tdd him, he did not 
doubt but he was the &mous Sir Ken elm 
D f G b Y : and if youy Sirj reply'd the Kni^t, 
vtere not the illuftrious M. Des Cartes, / 
Jboxld not have come over from England on pur- 
fofe to fee y^«r. /Then Sir Ken elm faid to 
this Hiilolbpher, ^^ That our fpcculative Difco- 
" veries were indeed pretty and agreeable, but 
*' that after all they were too uncertain and un- 
*' profitable to take up a Man's whole thoughts : 
" that Life was almoft too Ihort to attain to the 
^ right knowledge of neceflary things, and that 
" it would be mudi more worthy of him, who 
*• {o well underftood the frame of the human 
** Body, to ftudy ways and means to prolong it, 
** than to apply himfelf to the bare Speculations 
*• of Philofophy.*? M, Des Ca rtes affiir'd 

him 

f 5## tbt Ffmb €dit\on rfM. dc St* Evrtmon^s Worku 
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1662. him. That he had already conftder^d that matter i 
and that to render a Man immortal^ was what he 
would not venture to promife^ but that he was very 
fure it was pojjible to lengthen out his Life to the pe^ 
riod of the Patriarchs. When M. d e St. E- 
VREMOND told me this particular, he added, 
that they were not ignorant in Holland that 
Des Cartes flatte?d himfelf he had made 
thb Dilcovcry, and that he had heard fevcral per- 
fons talk of it who had known that Philofopher > 
that Des Carte s's friends in France alfo 
knew it, and that the Abbot P i c o t^ his Dit 
ciple and Martyr, being perfuaded that he had 
found out this great fecret, would not believe 
the news of his Death, and that when he was 
afham'd to doubt of it any longer, he cry*d out, 
*Tts done and over ; the world will fdon be at an 
end ! 

*Tis certain that Des Cartes thought he 
had found out a way to prolong the Life of Man \ 
J never took fo much care^ faid he to M, i>»^ 
ZuYLiCHBM who aflc^d him what he was 
employed about, / never tookfo much care topre^ 
ferve my Life as now : and whereas I thought Death ^ 
cGu*d abridge me of but t h i r t y ^r .f o r t v 
Years at moft^ it cannot furprize me noWy 
without depriving me of the hope of above 
AN HUNDRED Years'-. For it fcems very 
evident to me^ that if we only guarded againjl cer- 
tain errors that we are ufed to commit in our 
courfe of diet ^ we might without any other in- 
vention attain to an old Age much longer and more 
happy than now we do. But becaufe I have need of 
a great deal of time and experience to examine every- 
thinz proper to this fubjeil^ I am now compoftng A 

fhort 

■ jDex Cart9f wroii this from Esmond in 1^38, at the a^i 
&f forty two ffoMri Ho d'fd twelve years after. 
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fliort Syftem of Medicine, which I take partly 1^62^ 
out of Books^ and partly from my own Reafon. I 
hope while I am engaged in this workj to obtain 
fome refpitfrom Nature^ and confequently to he able 
to profecute my dejign better hereafter '. M. B a- 
I L L E T tells us, in the Life oFDesCartes, 
that the Abbot Pi cot having acconipany'4 
him to Holland in 1647, conformed to his 
courfe of diet during the three months that he 
ftay'd with him at Egmond 5 and " that he was 
^* fo pleased with it, that at his return to France 
" he ferioufly renounced that good eating and 
f' drinking which before he liked well enough, 
♦' and was refolv'd to reduce himfelf to the 
" Rules of M. D E s Cartes, thinking it 
" would be the only way to promqte the fuc- 
" cefs of the fecret which he pretended was 
" found out by our Philofopher, in order to 
" make Men live four or five hundred Years V* 
^his Abbots fays M. B a i l l e t in another 
place, wasfo fully perfuaded that DesCartes 
cou^d not be mijlaken in his notions on this 
point J that he would have fworn it wou^d have been 
impofftbU for him to die as he did at the age of fifty 
four \ . a^nd that had it not been for fome unaccountr 
able violent caufe (like that which put his Ma- 
chine in Sweden out of order) he would have liv^d 
five hundred TearSy after having found the art to 
live out fever al Ages I 

The Dilpute between the Jefuits and Janfenifts 1663^ 
making then a great noife in the world, and 
M. DE St. Evremond having one day re- 
lated to my Lord d'Aubigny the Converfa^ 
tiojR he had with Father C a n a y e about the 
aoimofity between both parties, my Lord d*A u- 

BIGNX 

*. Lettres de M. Dcs Cartes, Tom. II. p,nh 374. 
r^Vic dc M. DesCartes, T^p/^. IL ^.448. 
(J^^Baillet, ubi fupra, /. 45^1,455. 
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1563. SiONY was charm'd with the Jefirit^s fnmkw 
ntis.'f and to ihew that there was a$ much caa4 
dor among the Janfenifts as among the Fathem 
of the Society^i he gave him the Character of. 
the Janfenifts, and difdos*d to him the wholo 
fccret of their Cabal. M. de St. Eyre* 
M O N p comnutted this Converfadon to writing^ 
and 'tis printed next to that which the Marei^ 
chal i>' HocQuiNCOuRT had with Fadier 
Canayb'. 

About fiiat time, one of his Friends afldng him 
wbai Sciences he thought it was convenient for a 
Gentleman to applj Umfelf to \ he fent mm a 
fliort Difcourfc, wherein he reduces them to 
Morals, Politicks, and the BcUes Lettres * : 
*Tbe firfi^ fays he, has a relation to Reqfoni the 
fecond to Society ; the third to Conver/ation. The 
one teaches m to govern our Paffions : by the other 
we are inftruHed in Affairs (f State^ and how to 
regulate our conduS in good or ill fortune \ the laft 
p^Jhes the Mindj and injpres what is delicate an4 
agreeable. 

The Reflexions upon the different Genius of the 
Roman People^ ^ which M. deSt.EvrxmoAtd 
wrote afterwards, have merited univerfal ap^ 
plaufe, and obtained a fort of preference to atl 
his other Works. He begins them with Re- 
marks on the fabulous Ori^nal of the Romans, 
and the Genius of that People under the firft 
Kings. He fpeaks afterwards of the Genius of 
the antient Romans, in the beginning of the 
Republick, and in their firft Wars. He confutes 
LivY, who thought that the Romans would 
have vanquifliM Alexander the Great, if 

he 

* Vol I. pap 17^. 

* Ibid, pai.^9' 
3 Jkid, pap 55. 
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he had made war agdnft them ; and fhews, diat 1663. 
the Confols, at that time, had riot by far fy 
toood Troops, nor fo great (kill in the military 
Art as that Conqueror. He deftribes the Ge- 
mus of the Romans when P y k r h u s wagf d 
war againft them ; he treats of the firft and fe- 
cond Punick Wars ; of the Genius of the Ro- 
mans towards the end of the latter ; and laftly, 
of the Government of Augustus and Ti- 
berius, their Genius, and that of the Romans 
irfio iiv*d under the Reign of thofe two Princes. 
M. DB St. Evremond has treated of thofe 
diings like one who perfeftly knew Mankind, 
as well as Afiairs Civil and Military, He has tt^ 
ter'd fo far into the Genius of thofe antient Ro- 
mans; fo artfully unravelled the different mo- 
tives that afted them \ and fo well penetrated 
into the private views of their Leaders^ that I 
may venture to declare, that nothing better h^ 
yet appeared on the Roman Hiftory. 

But almoft one half of this excellent Work 
was unfortunately loft, as you have undoubtedly 
obferv^d by the general account I have given of 
it The vacuum in it was fiU'd up by the Con- 
tcft of Gracchus with the Senate; by Re- 
flections on the Genius of the Roman People 
when Ju G u R T H A feiz*d the Kingdom of Inu- 
midia ; on the fordid Intereft which was then 
predominant, and on the infamous Charadiier of 
the Romans who were firft employ*d in that 
Affair. Then came the Pi<5hire ofScAURus; 
tiie War manag*d by Mjetellus, his Cha- 
rafter, and that of Jugurtha ; and feme 
ftrokes on the pride of the Nobility. Next 
followed the Charafter of M a r i us, with fome 
Refledtions on the arrogance of that Conful : he 
there defcribed the Genius of the People, who 
had a0umed a tyrannical Superiority over the 

Senate, 
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1663. Senate, which went near to prove fatal to the 
Commonwealth. M. de St. Evremond 
gave, after that, the Charafter of S y l l a, and 
fhew*d how he freed the Senate and opprefs*d 
the People ; and then fpoke of P o m p e y and 
Sertorius. He afterwards reprefented the 
State of Rome, and the Genius of the Romans, 
at the time of C a t i l i n e's Confpiracy , 
whofc Charaftcr he defcrib'd with that of C l o- 
D I u s and Cicero, and mentioned the Banifli- 
ment of the latter ; fhewing the State of Rome, 
when the Government was divided between 
Pompev, Cesar, and Crassu s. In the 
laft place, he laid open the moriyes of the 
Civil War between P o m p e v and Cesar, 

.___ _ e great Men; (hew'd 

how the Senate was afFefted to P o m p e y, and 
the I^eople to Cesar; difcover*d the fenti- 
menti of the former concerning the Republick, 
and how his power was eftablifh'd to the preju- 
dice of Liberty ; and reprefented C e s a r's 
gradual advancement towards abfolute Power, 
M. DE St. Evremond had handled all 
thefe great fubjeds : but this part of his labours 
is loft ; and he would never take the trouble to 
recal it to m}nd and^write it over again, as t 
fliall more particularly relate hereafter. 

He alfo wrote his Judgment upon Cefar and 
Alexander \ wherein he compares thofe two 
Heroes with refped to their birth, manners, 
qualities of mind, aftions, and conduft. ThiSy 
fays M. L E C l e r c *, is a Piece full of good 
fenfe and penetration. 

i 664. Not long after, he wrote his Judgment upon 
Seneca^ Plutarch^ and Petronius ,^ , wherein firffi 

of 

■ Vol. I. pag. 155. 

* Bibliotheque choide, TomAX* f» ^zS, 

i Vol. I. tag. 15 5, 
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of all he takes notice that he is not affected with 1 664. 
Seneca's St'^le^ that his Latin has nothing of 
thai of the Auguftan Age^ nothing eaf'^ and natu- 
ral^ but all made up of pointed turns and conceits, 
which favour more of the heats of Africa or Spain^ 
than the learning of Greece and Italy. There j 
continues he, you fee broken Periods, which have 
the air and turn of Sentences, but have no folidityl 
wr good fenfe ; things which qukken and prompt] 
the Imagination, withokt convincing the Judgment. 
What he likes beft in the works of that Philo- 
fopher, are, the Examples and Rotations which 
he interfberfes in theip. He owns he had a vaft 
deal of Wit, and a competent ftlare of Know- 
ledge, but he judges that his Opinions are too 
rigtd and auftere \ and he thinks it very ridi- 
culous that a man-who liv'd in plenty, and was fo 
lender of his Life, fhould preach up nothing but 
Poverty and Death. Afterwards he compares 
him with Plutarch, and obferves, that the 
Opinions of the latter are much more palatable, 
and better calculated for fociety than the other^s ; 
that he fweetly inftnuates IVifdotH^ and endeavours 
to reconcile Virtue to Pleafures. He is charmed 
with that Author's Lives of Illujlrious Men, 
which he looks upon as his mafter-piece. M. d e 
S T. Ev R E M o N D procccds afterwards to P e- 
T R o N I u s, and obferves that the love he had 
for Pleafures did not render him an enemy to Bu- 
finefs ; that he had the merit of a Governour in 
his Government of Bithynia, and the virtue of a 
Conful in his Confuljhip, He does not forget 
Petronius's Death, which he takes to be 
the mojl glorious of Antiquity, and (hews that it 
has fomething more great and more noble in it, 
than either that ofCATo or Socrates. 
Petronius, fays he, leaves us nothing at 
his Death but an image of Life-, no a£lion, no 
3 word. 
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1664. 'u^ordy no circumftance Jhews the perplexity ofa^ 
ing man : Uis with hiniy properh, that to die, is 
to ceafe to live. He fpcaks afterwards of the 
Satyr we have under the name of P b t r o- 
N I u s, and is of opinion that Petronius 
• at the time of his fecret difcontent, when he was 
\ vex'd to fee Nero abandon his delicate Plca- 
' fares for the diforders of Debauchery and extra- 
vagance of all kinds, composed that ingenious Sa- 
tyr^ wbicb is cotne to us unhappily disfigured '. He 

difcovers 



^ M* de St. Evnmond thinks this Satjrr tuss €0mp0s*d if 
the fame Petronius that TacUus vsentieus. Many rftt$ Lun^ 
ed go JliUfMrtber, andfuffefe this te h$ thi vtry fatms Pita 
that Petronms fent to Neroy to nfroach him fir m» Dohstt* 
c her us i and this is thar ground fir it. Tadtus uUt us fkm 
Petronius was fi difiingui/h*d fir his ingemous dtti€Si§ Ta/h 
of VoU^tmufnefsy that he was the Mendant or DiroRw^f 
Nero^s Pleafures. But Tigellinus, vsho did all ht ($tdd U 
throw the Emperor into the very dregs tfdoJ a t uh mj^ wusfi 
jeaUus of Petromus^s agreeahlmefsy and of the advantages i$ 
had over him in the Science of Voluftuoufnefs, that he ttndtr^ 
took to ruin him* For this end, he accused him of haftmg a 
hand in Pifo*s Conffiracyy bribed one of his flaves to Pmat 
againft him^ and put moft of his domefiicks in rrorn^ tiat hi 
might have no opportunity to jufHfy himfelfi Petreaius, whu 
knew that Cruelty was Nero^s prevailing pajfon, did nrt vmp 
ver betwixt hope and fear; he refolv*d to die, but im f$ub a 
manner^ that hejhould notfeem compelled or forced to if. He 
caused his Veins to bo epen^d and clos*d again feverat timre^ 
during which he took care of his domeftick affairs as ufual^ 
talked with his friends upon pleafant agreeable fuhjeSis, and 
delighted himfelf v)'tth the recital of gay and merry Verfes* T^ 
citus adds, that infiead of imitating thofe mean-fpirited crea* 
tures, who dying at that time by NeroU orders^ made him thar 
heify he drew up an Account of that Emperor's Debaucheries, 
where be named the Proftitutes and Women that wrre concerned 
in them^ and took notice of the Crimes therein committedy futb 
as were never heard of before '^ and that after having 
feaVd up that Writings he fent it to Nero* Nc codidluf 
quidcm (quod plerique pereundum) Neronem ant Tigelli* 
num, aut quern alium potendum adulacus eft 1 fed flagiai 
Principis Tub nominibus exoletonun feminarumque^ & no* 

2 
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diibovers the principal beauties of that Satyr : 1664^ 
he admires the purify of its Style^ the delicacy of 
the Sentiments ; but above all, the great eaftnefs 
.frf that Wit in giving us ingenioufiy all forts of 
CbaraSers. He does not doubt but 'twas his 
defigQ to expoie the Debaucheries (?/ N b r o, and 
that this Prime %vas the chief object of his Ridicule : 
Vol h ei but, 

tkate c«M*qiie fiopri petfcripfit^ atqtte obflgnaca mifit Ke* 
ffOoL ^Th fr§stnd$d ihst's tht vry Setyr which h$ars th$ 
MffM 9f P$ironims, smd #/ whkh only m fiw Irdffiunts sre Ufi 
ms X hiu *Us fUin that thty art two v$ry dijfkreht Pines. 
tkrft% aet0r4ing ^ th$ mirrativi rf Tseitus, Petronms did not 
9tff9 Net^s DikmtchiriiSy till hi had rofilvod to dit^ or ovon 
M ^^hr hi had hogtm to &feH tht Vnm^ thut is to fay^ hut 
a wry Iktk vMkbrfonhu Death' i and by eonfequence the 
nMiing ho fern. to Nero mufi ho very jhort : whereas hy tbi 
fmfftmu nuo hawo at tins 4ay under the name ofPetronius, 
k efpears thai the whoU Work was a very long Romance* 
Jtfo Mamifirift of Traio, which is now in the Library of 
the Xbtg tf 9rameOj fltoWs that thty are the Fragments of 
the l(^th and XVlth Books of Potromm^s Satyr. Seeondiy, 
ito fim Wfittmg Holnch Potromns fern to Nero, he nam*d the 
forfms tot§ wen Com^aniont with the Tyrant in his I>ehaM* 
charin ; wiertas in the Work we are Jfeisdng^ of, all the per- 
fms kama fe6tiem mmntted Ufames. Thirdfy, Petronius con- 
jk^d Us Pafor to Nenl's focret Dtbancheries : whereas the jiu* 
th$r of the Fragments that are left us, gives a general ac* 
conrn of the Vieos of Ins time', in which he has alfi mixed 
foam BfifoMs. Bo is very merry ttpon the inconftancy of 
HTmom ': ho dedaims againfi the falfe Eloquence of the Bar 1 
fmnflaim of th$ decay tf the liberal Arts \ lays down FmIos 
fie sk$ Efk Boom, and gives the model of a Poem ttpom the 
CkS War^ 9cc Ponrthiy and laftly^ the Adventures or In* 
trignis bo tdb ef^ do not ttsean either Nero's Court, or that 
Ewofeeer^s focrot Dobamherios. The CharaSiers he reprefents 
are Aofe eftho oemmon People, or even of the dregs of the 
P ee edac $» firood^men, flavosj vagabostds, /harpers, &c» 
Tmfi cenfideratiens are fuffictent^ I think, to /hew that the 
Unr which afpears by the name of Petronius, is a Piece very 
imai%m from that which Petronius font to Nero. If, after 
mtpOtey will effir to maintain, that thefe two Pieees came 
neemniokft frem em and the fame hand, thty will be oblig'd 
U ghm fieb freoft of it as have not yet been produced. 



1 THELIFEOF 

1664. b^^j continues he, whether he gives us the Cba- 
rasters of fome people after his own fancy, or to 
the iife^ is a thing vtry difficult to know^ and we can- 
not be pojitively ajfured of it. Neverthelcis, he 
thinks therms no Charafler in Petronius, 
but what Jits N £ r o : but he is not of opinion 
that he wrote that Satyr with the fame fpirit that 
Horace wrote his ^ he rather looks upon 
him as a nice Courtier that ridicules, than as a 
pubUck Cenfor who makes it his bufinefs to blame 
corruption. If, fays he, PstRONitJS bad de- 
Jigrfd to give us an ingenious Moral in the defcrip- 
tion of PUafures, he would have endeavoured to 
create in us fome diflajie for them. He would not 
have fet off Vice with fo many charms, and he 
would at leall have given us fome injtance of di- 
vine or human Juftice upon his Debauchees. 

About that time, M. de St, EvRfiMONo 
rcceiv*d a Letter from the Marefchal d e , 
Grammont, who charged him with too 
much negle£ting his o^n Affairs, and not fuffid- 
cntly importuning his Friends in France, to en- 
deavour his reconciliation with the Court: 
whereupon he thought fit to write the following 
Anfwer to that generous friend : 

"YOU reproach me for not letting my 

Friends hear from me; to which I anfwer, 

^ that a man mull firft know who they are, be^ 

' fore he can write to them. Wheq the w.orid 

* frowns upon us, we (hall find our felves rnit 

* taken, if we lay any ftrels upon old acquain- 

* tance, whom we iire apt to <^1 by the name 

* of Friends. We frequently endeavour to make 
' our felves remembred by certain perfons who 
' are defirous to forget us, and in whom we 
' rather create a difguft, than an inclination to 

** do good offices* Thofe that are really wil- 
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^* ling to fcrve us in our difgraccs, are impatient 1664^ 
♦* to Ihew us the defire they have to do it, and 
** their generofity fparcs a Gentleman the fecret 
** pain which he always finds in himfelf, to ex- 
^ pofe his* neceffities; As for thofe who expedl 
*• to be courted, we maj^ take it for granted; 
" that they have already, as it wcre^ form'd a de- 
^^ fign to abaiidon us *, and that they look upon 
** our moft reafonable requcfts as very troublefom 
** importunides. To apply this general Maxim 
** to my own particular cafe, I will acquaint 
" you, that I fuppofe I have already heard from 
'* all that are dUposM to intercft themfelves in 
my behalf ; and it would be to no (iurpofe td 
trouble fuch with my Letters, as have not yet 
f' thought fit to let me have any fit)m them. 

V Among thofe Friends, whom I have real- 
** ly found to be fo in my ill fortune, fome I 
•* obferv*d were full of zeal and tendemefsj 
** odiers did not want friendlhip, but had 
** a lively fenfe of their incapacity to ferve 
^ me ; and as they were little cdncern*d 
*• to find themfelves without credit upon this 
•' occafion, they fairly left me to beat all my 
** misfortunes by my felf. I am obliged to 
** them for the good opinion they have of 
" my Padence j 'ds a virtue to which wc re- 
•* cbncile bur felvcs as well as we can^ but 
" would willingly leave the pra6tice of it to 
^ our Enemies; In the niean time^ we oughc 
•• to be content with the fervices that are done 
•* uSi without complaining of thofe that atre left: 
•^ uiipcrfprm'd ; and divcft our fclves as much 
•^ as pbfiTible clf the fuggeftions of Self-love^ 
whK:h niake us think people more obliged to 
ferve us, than really they are; 111 fortune is 
tide content with binging us into calamity^ 
** but makes us more, tender to. bear, and. more 

d 2 ^l touchy 
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1664. " touchy to rcfent every thing ; and nature, 
" which ought to refift her, is in confederacy 
" with her, and gives us a more cxquifitc fenfet 
" of all the evils fhe does us. 

In my prefent condition, 'tis ni!y greateft 
care to keep my felf from fuch impreffions. 
" Altho I put on an air of concern, I have^ 
indeed, brought my felf to a kind of infen- 
fibility •, and my foul, indifferent to the worft 
^* accidents that can happen, is affe£ted with 
nodiing but the good offices and continued 
*' kindnefe of fome of my Friends. For thefe 
" four years, fince I came out of France, I have 
^' from fix months to fix months, undergone 
new hardihips, which I make as eafy to me as 
I can by patience. I don't love that unprofi- 
table refinance, which inftead of preferving U3 
from mifery, docs only retard that iSuniliaiity 
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*'* which we muft contract with it. 
" Befides, thofe in whofe power it is to da 






all they pleafe, are not fo fevere upon us, as 
otherwife they might be, when they fee us 
fubmiflive to their orders. Oppofition does 
•' but inflame their an^er, without leflening their 
•* power. This fubmiflion to mv fuperiors dit 
•' pofes me infenfibly to bear witn thofe who are 
** not fo. I hear my felf fregpientJy cenfurecf 
^* without reafon, ana afi:er a flight juflification^ 
•* becaufe I would not incenfe the world by toa 
** much argument, I padently wait till people 
•* undeceive themfclves ; and, in truth, there's 
'* more to be expected from time than fi-om rea- 
«• fon. In the heat of an unlucky affair, fome 
'* think it a trouble to give reafons, and others^ 
**- to hear them ; but upon any change either of 
*^ intereft or humour, a man is fometimes ex- 
** tolled to the fides for that very thing, which 
•* occaiion'd his difgrace. There are few per- 

ions 
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" fons at Court whofe reputation I have not ol> 1 664. 

" ferv*d to vary twice a year ; either thro* tlic 

•* levity of our judgments, or the diverfity of 

^^ their condud. I am fo vain as to hope that 

'^ the lame diir^ may befal me ; but rather 

*' thro* the refledions of others, than any al- 

" teradon in my felf. One day or other, I 

'^ (hall be accounted a good Frenchman, for the 

« very fame Writing which has drawn reproach 

^* upon me : and if the Cardinal were ftill 

^* alive, I fiiould have the fatisfadtion to know 

^^ that he juflified me in his confcience ; for I 

*^ have not faid one fyllable of him, which he 

^^ has not &id within himfelf a hundred times. 

^ As I was jealous of the King's honour, and of 

^ the glory of his Reign, I had a mind to de- 

** {bribe the condition we were in before the 

^^ Peace, that all other Nations might acknow- 

" led^ the fuperiority of ours ; and impudng 

** the ill fucceis of the Negotiation to a foreigner, 

^^ might refled only on the advantages we had 

•* in the War. 

•• I fliall conclude this melancholy Letter : 'tis 
** a ridiculous pradice common to people in dif- 
** grace, to infc^ all difcourfe with the rehear- 
** ml of their misfortunes; and as they are 
wholly taken up therewith themfelves, they al- 
ways endeavour to polTeis every body elfe with 
them. The company of my Lord d'Au- 
BiGNY, which I am jgoing^jtQ .^njoy^ fave$ 
me any farther impertinence 5 and you the fa- 
tigue, which you muft otherwife have ex- 
pedied. With him joy is of all Countries and 
*• Conditbns ; infomuch, that in his company, 
•* an unfortunate man becomes too gay, and 
inconfiderately lofes that ferious ^r, which we 
ought, in good manners at leaft, to preferve 
" in our mistortunes," 

d3 M. 
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1665. M. DB St. Ev re mono was thus allevi- 
ating the forrows of his Dilgrace, when he was 
feiz^d with vapours diat caft him into a fort of 
melancholy, and weakned him very much. The 
Phyficians told him, that nothing but the change 
of air cou'd cure him ; and that if he could not 
go to Montpellier, he would do well, however, 
to crofs the fea, and flay fome dme in Holland. 
He clofed the more eafily with this advice, be- 
caufe they dien began to oe fenfible at London, 
of that infeftious air, which foon occafiorfd the 
moft deftrudtive Plague that ever raged in En- 
gland 

As fbon as he was arriv^ at the Hague, he 
wrote a Letter to the Marquifs de Creqjji% 
wherein he tells him. That (^ter having lived in 
the conftraint of Courts^ be has the comfort to end- 
bis days in the freedom of a Commonwealth^ where 
if nothing is to be hoped for^ therms at leaft nor- 
thing to he feared. He fpeaks in praife of the 
Government of Holland, and of the Penfionarv 
D E Wit: gives the Charafter of the Dutcn 
Ladies, and a (hort Defaiption of the H^ue. 
Nor does he forget the Prince of Orange, Sien 
at the age of fifteen. We go now and thenj 
fays M. ixE St. Evremond, to make our 
Court to the young Prince, who will have reafon to 
eomplain of me^ if I only tell you that no perfon of 

• his age and quality y was e^er mafter of fo much 
wod Tenfe ana lodgmen t. 

lyLord D'AuBift n y was then at Paris, and 

^ had yrritten to M. db St. Evremond, that 
before he went back to England, he would, take 
a turn tQ Holland, from whence they two, would 
go to fee the principal Courts of Germany : but 
in tl^e iv\t2^ time, as he had no lei^ Intereft i^ 

France, 
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France than in England, fuch ftrong follicitadons x6$5» 
were made in his favour at the Court of Rome, 
that he was advanced to the Cardinalftiip, preferT 
ably to the Abbot Mo n t a c u e ', who was alio 
powerfully recommended. *Tis true, he had 
not the fatisfa£tion to enjoy his new Dignity 
long : for he died in the month of November 
1665, not many hours after the arrival of the 
Coqrricr, who brought him the Cardinal's cap *, 
M t>£ St. Evremond was extremely con- 
cern'd for My Lord d'A u b i g n y*s Death ; and 
to give his grief fome divcrfion, he fat down in 
writing the Cotrverfation he had in 1650 with 
the Duke d e C a n d a l e ', "I do not pretend^ 
fays he in the beginning of that Piece, to enters 
tain the Publick with my private concerns. It littli 
imports others to know my affairs and dijgracesi 
hut it would be ill nature not to allow me to reJieSl 
on my paft life^ and to divert my mind from melatt* 
cboly thoughts^ to others not altogether fo dif agreeable. \ 
However^ as it is ridiculous fstr a man to be aU ^ 
ways talking of him/elf , altho it were to Hmfelf^ 
fever al perfons wilt be introduced in this difcourfi^ 
which will afford me more fatisfaUion than I can 
Jnd in any converfation, nozx^ J have loji that of 
i»j L^4 P*Au ? I G N V. 

d 4 M. 



* fFaUtr Montagm, Son to Henry Montagm, Earl of Man^ 
ih$ft$r^ vjbo dy*d m 1^41* 

* 5te/^f Oxford Gazsttb Nttmher i. in tht Paris 
ArtieU of November 14^ %66^. The London Qazette is only 
M eontkmasim of it* When the Court retired to Oxford, bjn 
reajpm of the Plague at London, thejji began to tubUjh that 
GoKitte there the z4th of November iC€^, and this lafted 
pU the Plague being over, and the Court being retum*^d t& 
Whitehall, the t4^h Gazette of the 15th of February 16&6. wai 
pMi/h^d with the Title of the London Gt^nXX^^ 
The Paris Qazette began in i6^u 
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t666. M. D E St. E v r e m o n b was foon known 
to perfons of the higheft di(lin6tion in Holland. 
He was acquainted with the foreign Minifters re- 
fiding at the Hague, viz. the Baron d e Li s o- 
LA, the Emperor's Ambaflador; Count d*E- 
s T R A D El s, whom he had known in the War of 
Guienne, and who was then Ambaflador of 
France ; the Conde d £ M e l o s, Ambaf&dor 
of Portugal, ^c. The Count db Lionne, 
firft Gentleman of the Horfe of the great StaUe, 
and Nephew to the Marquis de Liokne^ 
Secretary of State for foreign Affairs, was then at 
the Hs^e. He was proud of an acquaintance 
with M. de St. EvREMOND, and afliir'd 
him, that as foon as he returned to France, he 
would do him all the good offices in his power. 

M, DE St. Evremond took likewife a 
pleafure in vifiting fome Learned Men, and cele- 
brated Philofophcrs, who were then at the 
Hague, particularly Meffieurs Heinsius, 
Vossius, and Spinoza. " The latter, ^'rf 
<' he to me one day^ was of a middle ftature, and 
" plcafing countenance : his learning, modefty, 
^' and diftintereftednefs made him efteem'd and 
^^ courted by all the ingenious perfixs then at 
the Hague. It did not appear from his ordi- 
nary converfation, that he had thofe fenti- 
** ments afterwards found in his Poftbutmms 
JVorks. He admitted a Being diftind from 
Matter, who had wrought Miracles by natural 
mbans, and ordain'd Religion for the 
of Juftice and Charity, and to require 
ence: which, added M. de St. Etrb- 
MOND, he afterwards endeavoured to ^rove 
in his Political Divinity.'* This feems, indeed, 
to be the chief tenor of that Book : but, upon 
i, ftrid examination, it will ibon appear, that 
it ftrtl!& ^C Religion it felf. Spinoza 

did 
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not Utf hmrdf open* all at once. He ftili 1666. 
Qg'd Ibmc caution^ when M de St. Evrb- 
Mono was ia HoUand : but, if we may credit 
Moofieur Stoh pr, hot manjr years iifter, be 
find ^pady^ in Jifcourfs^ that God is not. a Being 
enAad wm inUltigemej infimtely pgrftS and happy ^ 
as we Jiifpofe bim to be\ but that be is only tbat 
Virtue of Nature^ which is di^rihuted to all Crea- 
tures '. The fame condud is obfervable in his 
Works. His Political Drmuty contains the fe^ 
of his Atkeiftical Tenets, dio in fome napcafure 
wrapt up and concealM; and kis only in his 
Paftbumeus Works that he may be laid to have 
caft tfflf the mask. 

There was dien at London, an Irilh Man, 
Gits A T & A K*s by name, who performed won* 
derful cores diat feem*d to be miraculous. He 
was bora in 1628 in the County of Waterford 
He appeared very devout, and his countenance 
was grave and honeft, without any appearance of 
guile. He has himfelf acquainted us, that in 
die year 1-662, he had an impulfe, or a perfua- 
fion 10 his mind, that he cou'd cure the Kin^s- 
Evii ; wfaidi per&aiion grew fb ftrongupon him, 
Aut he tOQch'd ieveral people, and cur*d them. 
Tbree years after, a Fever raging in his Coun- 
tf, he smagin'd that he was able to cure it ; 
w he r eupo n he try'd tbe ei^>enment, and he 
afluHPes w, that he cor'd all that were recom- 
aended to him. In the laft place, he Juul in 
the month of April 1665^ another impuUe, 
wUdi incUn'd him to tiiiidt, that he had the 
poiaer to core Wounds md Ulcers $ which, he 
«n again, was confirm'd Inr experience : and he 

alfo 

. « La ReUgfoo des HoUaadois, Uttw t&.fag. 9) tffk^ 
Paris Bdhim in U73. S$i the Hiftorkal and Criticd 
tetfooaiyj in tbiMtide rf Spiopaa, Sm« (c; 
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1 666. alfo found, that he cur'd G)nyuirioos, the Dropfy, 
and feveraJ other diftempers. People flock'd to 
him from all parts, and his reputation increas'd 
to that degree, that the Clergy forbad him to 
undertake more of thofe cures. Mean time, the 
Lord Conway's Lady having been fick a 
long while, engaged him to come over to at-^ 
tend her. As he advanced towards that Lord's 
Country-Seat, in the be^ning of the year 
1666, the Magiftrates of feveral Cities and 
Towns, thro* which he pafs'd invited him to cure 
their fick. The King being informed of it, com- 
manded the Earl of Ar li n g t o n. Secretary 
of State, to order his immediate repair to White- 
hall. The Court gave no great credit to his pre^ 
tended power of workbg Miracles, but did not 
forbid him to appear abroad Therefore he re-r 
paired daily to Lincolns-Inn-Fields, whither in- 
credible numbers of Patients of all ranks and 
fexes flock'd from all parts. All he did, was only 
to Siroak them ; and thereby all Pains, the Gout^ 
Rheumatifm, Convulfions, 6ff. were removed 
from one part to another, even to the extremities 
of the Body, after which they entirely difappear'd. 
This made him be calPd the Croaker. He 
afcrib'd feveral diftempers to evil Spirits, which 
he diftinguifti'd into feveral fpedes. As fbon as 
thofe that were poffefs'd faw him or heard his 
voice, they fell to the ground, or ha<iviolenc 
agitations. He cur'd them, as he did the other 
fick, by ftroaking them. However, every body 
would' not believe his miraculous gift ; and ibme 
feverc Pamphlets were written againft him 1 
but he found zealous defenders, even among the 
Phyficians. He publifti'd himfelf in 1666 a 
Letter to the Honourable Mr. B o y l e ; in whidi 
he gave a fhort Hiftofy of his Life, and from 
whence I took the particulars ypu have been 
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reading \ To k were annex'd, a great many Ccr- i666. 
tificates fign'd by pcrfons of known probity ; 
jwid particularly by Mr. Boyls^ and by Dr. 
WiLfciNS, Pr. Whiqhcot, Dr. Cud- 
worth, and Dr. P a t r i c R, famous Divines, 
who attefied the truth of the wonderful Cures he 
had performed : but, neverthelefe, his reputation 
fcarce lafted any longer than that of Jamss 
Ayma r' \ for it appeared, at laft, that all 
diole miraculous Cures were entirely founded on 
the Credulity of the Publick. It was even ob- 
fcrv*d, thftt this Miracle-monger ftroak'd the 
Women more feelingly than the Men -, and 
people did afterwards make themfelves merry 
wirii fbme intrigues he had with that Sex, Tht 
noife this Man had made,gave qccafion to M. d 9 
St. Evremond to write a Novelj intitled. 
The Iri/b Prophet % wherein he nicely hwiters the 
Credulity of die people, and the fpirit of Superfti- 
rion. He fhows at the fame time, that there's no 
Cbojuration can call out that fort of De^, 
which iometimes difturbs the peace of a family. 

The Count de Lionne, was no fooner 1667, 
arrivM at Paris, than he wrote to M. d e St. 
Evremond that he had mentioned his Affair 

tQ 

* TV' ^^^ is inthbd, A brief account of Mr. Valentine 
Qraaciak% and divers of the ftrange Cures by him perfbrm*d : 
Wdttcn by himfelf^ in a Letter addrefs'd to the Honourable 
ILobert Boyle, Efq^. ^hereunto are annex'd the Teftimoniab 
of leveral eminent and worthy Perfons of the chief Matters 
of Fad therein related. London 16 S6, in 4.*. Sa alfi th$ 
IMdmg ofHmry Stuhbe, a Phyjksan $ intitUdj The miraculous 
Co nfi xmift s or^ an Account of feveral marvellous Cures 
Mrfe rm ed by the ftroaking of the hands of Mr. Valentine 
Greacrak's. Printed at Oxford in i666y in 4*. ^ 

' ji Peafant of Daufhinij to ho in 169Z and i^9\ made 
a f^Mt mifi in France, hj th$ wondtrfid ftrformancos of Sis 
Jfiffining Rod* 

I Vfl^h fag. Ii9^ 
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1667. to fcveral peHbns of diftin6Hofi, who feem*d diC^ 
pos'd to do him a fenricc ; naming in particular 
the Marquis de Lionns, and the Count d s 
Lausun i9ho was then in favour with dit 
King. Sometime after, the Prince d e T u r e ir- 
N E affur'd him by the Count d'A v e r g n £, and 
by the Count d'Es trades, that he wou*d be 
very glad of an opportunity to ferve him. Ml 
DE St. Evremond cxprefiM his gradtude 
to him for remembring him^ and begg*d him ^ 
continue to him the honour of his good will. 

Mean while he did what he cou'd to make 
himfclf ealy in a difagreeable fituation. Happify 
for him, he lov'd learning, reflefted on what he 
had read, and knew how to write. A Man <rf 
Letters, never knows the pl^e of idlehefs : 
when the company of his Friends fails him, he 
finds a remedy in Reading or in Comp^Stion. 
M. de St. Evremond diverted himfelf 
with drawing the Pifhjrc of a Wbman wim 
never was^ nor will ever be found* , or rather in 
giving the Charafter of an accompttjh^d perpmz 
and he obfervcs, that he did not attempt to fiek 
fuch a perfon among ft Men^ hecaufe tbere^s always 
wanting in their converfation^ a certain fweetnefs 
which we meet with in that of Women ; and that be 
thought it more pojfible to find the ftrongeft and 
founaeft Reafon if Men in a Woman^ than thofc 
Charms -and Endearments that are fo natural to 
Women in ^a Man. 

The converfarioRS he had withMonfieur Vos• 
s i u s, save him the thought of writing down 
ibme dbfervations he had made on S a l l u s t 
and Tacitus*, which he addrefs'd to t;faat 

•eat man, whom he calPd his Learned Friend. 

[e dfb composed fome other Works, which I 

ihati 
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ihall mention hereafter. Count d e L i o n n e, 1667. 
virho had fecn feme of thefe Pieces, defir'd M, 
t3B St. Eyre mono to communicate them 
to him ; but he fent him only, ^be Chardiier of 
4$. tVoman who is not to be found. 
' M. DE St. EvRBMOND had a mind to 
Iblace bimfelf for a few months, with fome more 
lively amufement ; and refolv'd to go and fee 
Flamlers. He fpent fome time at Breda, where 
che Peace was negotiating between England and 
HoUind. He went afterwards to Spaw, and 
from dicnce to Bnalfels^ where he faw the Prin- 
ce& of IsENOHiEN, and Don Antonio de 
CoKDOUA, favourite to Don Juan, and 
Ueticmant-Geiteral of the Spanifli horfe. In 
his return to the H^ue, he went thro* Li^e, 
whCTe he got acquainted with M. Slusius, 
a Canon of St. Lambert, fb famous for his great 
knowledge of the Law, and the Mathematicks« 
Some time after. Count de Lionne in- 
formed him, that the Marquis de Lionni^ 
ddOr'd be wou*d writ« to him a Letter diat 
might be (hewn to the King ; promiHng, at the 
&me time, to back it. Hereupon M. d e St. 
EvRBMONp wrote to that Miniftcr of State, 
the foUowii^ Letter : 

^* Do not im^ine. Sir, that I am over-fond 
•• of foreign Countries, becaufe you fee me cm- 
•• ploy fo little care and induftry to procure 
•* my Return to my own. It proceeds not from 
** fupineneis ; nor from a great afFe£tion to the 
** places I am in, or^n ayei^dn to thofe where 
•* you are. The truth is, I would not bcjg of 
^^ the King the leaft alleviation, before 1 had 
^ fu&r^d what I ought to undeigo, for having 
^ been (o unhappy as to difpleafe him. But» 
** after fo many years <itifgracc and ficknefs, I 

** hope 
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1667. " hope I may be allow'd to lay before youj 
*' in what manner I have failed ; or if I dare 
*' fpeak it, clear my felf of the appearance of 
" afaulL 

'' As the cenfure of thofe that are oppofite 
*' to us, is the niceft commendation that cto be 
given us, I thought I did artfully contribute to 
the glory of the genius tha( reigns at prefent, 
by expdfing th^ (hame of that whi.ch governed 
^ heretofore. Not but that the Cardinal , had 
^' commendable talents : but thofe qualities 
^' which would have b#cn applauded by men, 
** confider'd purely in themfelves, are become 
contemptible by the oppofition of thofe of the 
King : from whence it comes to pais, that to- 
lerably great adtions are eelips'd by . otheri 
more ihining ; that a lefs nierit j when fet near 
a greater, looks like a defeft ; and confe- 
quently that the King's glory ruins the repu- 
" tation of his Minifter : fo that to find fault 
*' with the defpifing what his Elminency had 
done, is in fome meafure to be forry^ that 
what his Majefty does, is admir'd. 
" I own, that if the fame Maxims that were 
" then foilow'd, were put in pradtice now, it 
would look as if an approbation of them 
fhould be required *, and we (hould immediate* 
ly give ours, out of refpeftful duty : but fince 
they are purpofely laid afide, and eveii the 
moll oppofite Schemes purfu'd, there's a cer-^ 
tain delicacy in not approving what's avoid-" 
ed, and 'tis a piece of prudence to rejeA ^hat 
fo wife a King thinks not fit to do. 
*' Don't urge to me, that *tis a crime to at- 
^^ tack the reputation of the dead : for if that 
be admitted he who ruins it, would be the 
firft and the greate^ aiminal himfelf. When 
tt he humbles die pride of the Spacuards, and 

« the 
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** the arrogance of the Germans ; when he 1667, 
** debafes Rome, and fubmits himfclf to the 
^' Churdi I when he fupports the Empire againfl: 
" the power of the Turk, at the Canttf time 
^ that the King of Spain abandons the Emperor, 
" and kaves the dominions of his family exposed 
'<' to the invafion of the Infidels ; when he 
" makes War with fo much conduct and va- 
" lour, and Peace with fo much fpirit and wit 
*^ dom : what does he do, but condemn by 
^ his aflions, what I have blam'd by writing ; 
** and piais a more fevere and morepofirive cen^ 
'* fure upon it before the whole world ? 

*• Never doubt it. Sir, *tis the King himfelf 
f^ who has done the Cardinal the injury that is 
** charged upon me : his Majefty's fhining and 
*^ admirable qualidcs, his Adtions^ his Ad- 
.^ miniftration, his Counfels, have fuggefted to 
^* me the finall ideas I have of his Eminence ; 
^^ and in my prefent condition, I muft ask par- 
** don for a thing which 'tis not in my power to 
i*'r repent of* But what fubjeft-matter of com- 
^^ plaint has the Cardinal, which is not common 
♦* to him with all our Kings ? Have not their 
*^ Rdgns the fame fate with his Miniftry ? Are 
** not their atchievements cry*d down, and their 
*• reputation cdips'd, like his ? 

** In former times, we thought it fufiicient to 
«*' maintain our felves againft one Nation in War 
** with us : but now a-days, all Europe, as one 
may fay, in confederacy, is not able to (land 
againft us. Heretofore we accounted that a 
gk>rious Peace, by which fome place or other 
*' was reftor'd to us : now the Spaniards feek 
their fefcty in the yielding up of whole Pro- 
vinces ; and if juftice did not ever regulate 
** our preCenlions^ the queftion wou*d not be fo 
t^ much what they yield as what they keep. 

*^ Formerly, 
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1667. " Formerly our Allies murmur'd for being ill- 
*' fupportcd in the War, or abandoned in the 
" Peace : but in our days, thofe who were fallen 
** thro* their own fault, have been raifcd up a- 
^^ gain by our afliftance ; and the influence of 
'* our Power has form'd all the greatnefi of o- 
^ chers. To adhere to us, is a certain advance- 
*^ ment ; to be divided from us, almofl: certain 
** ruin. 

^' While the King afb as he does, he autho- 
^^ rizes me to fpeak as I fpeak : if diey will 
** have me recant, let him grow remifs ; aban- 
don his Allies, and fuffer his enemies to re- 
gain their ground. In fuch a cafe^ I ihaU be 
favourable to the Cardinal, and cry up the 
the fame things I have run down : but at this 
*^ time, when the Nations that adhere to our 
*' friendlhip, behold with pleafure our prefent 
^ Government ; and, on the contrary, the Na- 
tions oppolite to our interefl, regret with 
grief our laft Miniflxy ; all my reflexions con- 
^' firm me in what I have faid i and my mind 
being fteady in its firfl: opinion, cannot be 
•* turned to other thoughts. 

If die King's tendemeis continued to the 

memory of a Perfon who was dear to him ; 

if the conflancy of his affedion for a dead 

man, have inclined him to take ill what I 

thought fo much to his advantage, I be&edi 

*^ him to confider, that my Intentions are dif* 

^* appointed. I did did not think to oSknd the 

^ nicenefi of his Friendfliip, and fancy'd that I 

' had exquifite droughts for the advantage of 

his Glory. In all things mift^es are excuia- 

^* ble ; but an error that proceeds from lb no- 

^^ ble and lb excellent a principle, leaves no 

** room for refentmerit. Do not think, how- 

!f ever, that I hereby defigii to re$4 Lcdures 

V in- 
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ififtead of putting up rtioft humble Prayers, i66h 
« ^d to kiftruft his Majefty in his Duty, inftcad 
^ dfluBttiiftingtohis Will. I expcft his orders 
•* abdHtiHy fiite with a perfeft refignation, and I 
^^ anl jJrtpafcd with gratitude for a pardon^ or 
•• Wkh pSffehte fo fuffer the puniffiment. 

** If he be fd gracious as to put an end to my 

*• Miferi(^, he will add the dependance of i 

*• ci^edtufe td the obedience of a fubjeft, and 

^ fefteil th6 ccfnftraint that binds by the afFeftiori 

•• i*hfeh attaches. But I little confult niy 

•* dKMigh© ^en I fpeak at this rate. The obli- 

** gation ini which I Was born, is to me the 

•* ftfcfngeft attachnient in the world ; and dutjjr 

^ has the feme charms for me, as favours might 

•* haVe f<5r 6thers. In mod men fubjedion is 

'* only aA apparent docility, which; while it 

** BmStB a fobflftfiRve air, ftirs up inward mur- 

*• ilnurings, and with an hilmble look ended- 

*• vours^ by a ktvet refiftancei to preferve a re- 

** mainder of liberty. It is not the fame with 

ihc. Natuf e keeps nothing iii referve for it felf 

wfien obedience comes in queftiofi : the King*s 

•* orders meet with no fcntiments iii my foul 

** that do hot either prevent them by Indinati^ 

" on, or fubmit to them without conftraiift by 

*• Duty; What feverity . foever I undergd, i 

*• feck a comfort for my Sufferings in the good 

** fbitalie of him who is the caufe of them. I 

*• dleviate the Hardfhips of my condition by 

** thc^ fclidty erf his ; and nothing can render 

•* ifte unhappy, fince nothing can alter the Pro- 

.•* Ipcrity or his affairs." 

But neither this Letter, ftqr the Sollicitations 
of the Marquis de Lionne, had any effect 
updn the Kmg's' mind, as We fhall fdon fee. 

Vol. I c About 



cc 



licvi T H E L I F E OF ; 

i668. About the beginning of the year 1668, the 
Prince of Tufcany came to Holland ; and as 
he dcGgned to make fome flay at the Hague, 
he hired a houfe there, in which M. d £ S t. 
EvREMOND had an Apartment, as well as fome 
other perfons of Quality, who thereupon were 
obliged to look for other lodgings. M. d e S t. 
EvREMOND was preparing to remove like the 
reft ; but that Prince not only defired him to 
ftay, but likewife to ufe his Table whilft he con- 
tinued at the Hague. He has ever fince honoured 
him with his efteem, and fent him a Prefenc 
of the beft Wines in Italy every year. 

The Count deLionne fpared nothing" to 
engage M. d£ St. Evremond to commu- 
nicate to him the Works he had compofed in 
Holland : he defired him to fend him his Obfer- 
'vatiom on Sallujl and Tacitus^ adding, that M. d E 
LioNNE, the Minifter, would be glad to 
perufe them. M. d e St. E v re m o n d*s mo- 
defty being offended at the Praifes with which 
this requeft was accompany*d, expoftulated with 
the Count in this manner : / muft deftre jouy laid 
he ', not to jeer me at this rate^ by blowing excef- 
five Commendation upon trifles^ which are the refuU 
of Idknefs^ and on which I fet no other value than 
for the amufement they afford me during fome very 
tedious hours. I wijh they may prove the like 
amufement to you : and fuch as they are^ IHl not 
fail fending you by the next poft^ the Obfervations 
on SaJUuft and Tacitus, which I mentioned to you. 
^he firji afcribes all to nature ': with him all v- 
vents are the effeils of merfs tempers ; wherefore 
*tis his chief eft care to g}ve us a true knowledge of 
Menjby thradmirable CharaElers he has left us of^em. 
^e other afcribes all to politicks^ and makes a my- 
-; ftery 

■ ■ • 
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fitrj of ever'j tlnng^ afcribing all to Craft and Ad^ 16681 
irefs^ and little or nothing to a Man*s Conjlitution^ 
From thence I conftder how difficult it is to find in 
the fame perfon a perfeSl Knowledge of Men^ and 
a profound Skill in Buftnefs ; ana in eight or ten 
lines I Jbew^ that M. db Lionne, the Mi- 
lifter^ has reconciled two qualifications^ generally 
^videdj which are found in him in the higbeft per* 
feaion that can be. The Obfervations on Sallujt 
and Tacitus do not come fliort of the befl 
performances of M. db St. Evrsmon0< 
" If our Grammarians, fays a learned Critick % 
** knew how to difcourie and write after thb 
'^ manner on the Antients, they would make 
** every body fond to ftudy them \ but their 
*^ Learning confifting only in the knowledge of 
^ Words, Cuftoms, and, at moft, of Chrono- 
*' l^g/f ^ded to a blind admiration of all they 
** read, gives Gentlemen a dilguft for Lite-« 
!' rature.*' 

M.DS St. Evremond fent alfo tb M. d fi 
L I o N N £ the Dijfertation he had made fome 
time before on M. R a c i n e*s Tragedy, call'd 
Alexander the Gr^at ; defiring hini to communicate 
it to n6ne but his intimate friends, and above all 
things not to fufier it to be copied out. But M« 
D£ LiONNE acquainted him, that that Piece 
was abroad in manufcript \ and that B a r b i n^ 
a Bookfeller at Paris, was about printing it|r 
with fome other Works that were affirmed to be 
his : adding, that M. d e R a ci n e's friends 
were extremely difiatisfied with that critical 
Diflertadon, being apprehenlive that it would do 
him an injury.. M. b £ St. £ vr e m on d was 
very much furprized at this piece of news : 
f* Madam Bourneau, faid he in his Anfw^r 

6 2 " /(? 
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i66S. " /o A/. D E L I ON N E ', has ferved me 

'* fcurvy trick, in (hcWing a confufed E^^^,„,, 
" had fent her upon Alexander, Thi-m, _^ 
'* man, whom 1 oftwi faw in England .^ Qf\ 
" who has a great deal of found wit, fe^il'^ 
'• that Piece of R a c i n e, with a defire t 
** her my judgment upon it ; which I ■ ■■""w* 
** h^, without allowing tnj ftif fufficien ' j^ 

'* to perufe that Tragedy widi actendon. _^ 

** fired her as eameftljr as poffible, not tt ?tt^ 
'^ my Letter : but being Icfs fcrupulous '^^ 
*' your felf, in following the advice of frle. " ' ■*? 
** find Ihe has fiiewn it to all the world, aii "~ 
** now brought me into the perplexity you 
** tion. I hate extremely, adds M. d 
** E V R E M ON D, to fee my name tofs'd 
** in all places almoft, particularly with 
" of this nature. I am unacquainted wicH*'- .»- 
" cine; he is a great Wit, and I with it were 
" in my power to ferve him : yet his greatcftcnc 
*' mies could not have done otherwife than what 
** I have done without defign. However, SiTi 
** if, as you tell me, 'tis not poffible to hinder the 
•• printing of thofe collefted Pieces, I beg that 
** my Name be not put to them : 'tis better 
*• they Ihould be printed by the Copy you have, 
" and as correftly as poffible, dian in fiich a 
*• confufion as they have been handed about to 
*' the Printer." 

'Tis very probable, that M. de Lionke 
had no manner of Iharc in rfie Edition of fome 
of M. DE St. Evremond's Works, diac 
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Bme out about that time*.', for he would not i66S. 
■eve fufFer'd them to be fo mangled as the^ 

L the Dtfertalim on the Tragedy call'd the 
rd jflexamier*, M, de St. Evremqnd 
; there stefirot^ and bold Thought s^ and £»- 
|i^e«; eqmlly nervous: but he thinks that M. 
IbACiNE has n<%.well hit die Charai5tcrs of 
I^Rus and Alexander. He finds that in' 
Bspd of making them fpeak- confonandjr to the 
Ileitis of tlieir Age y/nd Nation, he has given 
|iem the humour and manners of French Men^ 
irges him with a defign ef giving a greater idea 
B^'PoRus than o/" Alexand er, in •oibicbbe 
Would mt poffibl-j pecfed', and of having en/laved 
^beje two HiroC'i t9 Prineeffes altogether imaginary._ 
■He blames him for reprefenting P o r u s mujing on 
Whis JVEflrefs, juji before a great battle which was to 
decide bis deftiny j and for making Alexander " 
^it the field when the enemy began to rally. He 
examines Jifterwards the ufe that ought to be 
made of Love in Tragedy, and mews that. 
Co rneille has been no lefs fuccelsfid in that^ 
refpeft than in the Charafter of all his Heroes : 
bewifhes that M. R a c i k e would imitate him, 
and learn oi him the Art of painting Great Men 
well. MCorhiills was fo fenfible of the 
Commendati(Mis M. dbSt. EVremqnd had 
g^ven him on this occafion, that he thought him- 
fclf ot^ed to return him his thanks *. The 
Anfwcr which M, DE St. EvREMOMD wrote 
R) him, is ftill a better demonftradon of the \ 
cfteem he had for that celebrated Poet *. 

e 3 About 

' Tiiif tatn prinitd at Pms iy Bai^ia, 
' ftl. I. fag. 23J. 
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1668. About that time the Count dbLionnb ac* 
quainted M, d£ St. EvREMOf^D that his 
Letter had been read to the King, but had not 
the fucceis that was expected from it ; becaufe 
theMinifters who had declared againft him, and 
who had a great influence over the King, itill 
oppofed his Return. / knew nothing, £ud M. d b 
St. EvREMONninhis Anfwer to die Count', 
cf what you write to me^ none of m^ friends having 
leen forward, any more than your felf, rnffvingme 
a melancholy piece of news: but this Difcretion, as 
obliging as it is, makes me guefs that they have an 
ill opinion of my Conflancy. Seven long Tears ofmif 
fortunes ought at leaji to have inured me to Sufferings, 
if they have not been able to form in me a Virtue to 
refift them. STo end a moral Difcourfe, impertinent 
to him that makes it, and too fevere for him we en- 
tertain, P II tell you in few words, that Jfhould have 
been glad to fee again the moft agreeable Country I 
know of, and fome Friends as dear to me for the 
tokens of their Friendfhip as for the fake of their 
. Merit, However a man.muft not dejpair becaufe he 
■ Uves in a Nation where delights are fcarce^ 1 con-- 
tent my felf with Indolence where I cannot enjoy 
Pleafures. I had Jiill five or ftx years to reiift> 
Plays, Muftck, and good Cheer, and I muji take 
up with Policy, Order, and O Economy ; and form to 
my felf a languiflnng amufement from the contem^ 
fiation of the grave Dutch Virtues. He promifes 
in the £ime Letter to fend M. d £ Lionne 
^ three little Difcoiufes he compofed in England, 
/ on fordid and bafe Inierefl ; on pure andfolid Vir^ 
tue ; and the Thoughts of a Gentleman who keeps a 
medium, and draws fi-om both what ought to enter 
into civil Inter courfe ;, 

Not 
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Not long after M. de Lionnb having ac- i66^ 

auainted him that he continued to follicic all 
lofe who were concerned for him, particularly 
Madam * * * and Count d b La u z u n, M. 
D B St. Evr e m o n d returned him thanks for 
his good offices -, but at the fame time defired 
him not to be too importunate with his Friends. 
/ am infinitely obliged, faid he % to Madam * * * 
far her kindnefsj and to you for your zealous endea^ 
vours: but IJbould be glad, that for the future m 
body would Jlir up the Count de Lauzun to 
fcrve me ; for I am fun be* II do of bis own ac- 
cord all that lies in bis power for me, wit bout doing 
bimfe^ burt, and I Jhould be firry to draw upon 
bim tbe leaji mortification. He ought to fay nothing 
to his Majler but whai*s agreeable, and bear 
nothing from him but whales grateful ; for when 
a Mafter has once begun to r^ufe, he eafily gets 
a habit of denying other things. I have heard 
a great Courtier fay, that a man ought as much 
as poifible to avoid the firft repulfe ; and I 
Jhould he extremely fort^y to have drawn it on a 
perfon I honour Jo highly as I do the Count d e 
L A u z V N. Not but that I lie under a fort of 
necejjity of going to France for two months, unlefs I 
will refilve to lofe tbe little I have there, and all 
that I have to fubftft me in a foreign Country. 
There is, as I take it, about forty thoujand Livres 
JtUl due to me, of which I can get nothing : however^ 
I fear more than JVant, the relief of Nature, which 
might put an end to the ill treatments I receive from 
Fortune. 

M. D E St. Evremond had no other 1670. 
thoughts than quietly to pais the remainder of 
his days in Holland, when Sir William^ 
Temple delivered to him Letters from the | 

e 4 Earl 
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1670. Ear! of A r 1. 1 n o t o n, by which he wa$ ija^ 
formed that King Charles defired his Re- 
turn to England '. Hereupon he crofled the 
fea once more ; and the King gave him a Pea* 
fion of three hundred Pounds a year, ^^t Eng^ 
]and was not M. D E St. Evremomd's Coufir 
try ; and notwithftanding the Civilides he receive^ 
from all hands, he did not forget France. I am 
returned to a Courts faid he to the Count d b 
L I o N » E % after baling lived four years in a 
Republick without pleafure or delight : for^ in my 
opinion^ the Hague is the true feat of Indolence. I 
know not how I recovered my felf ; but^ however^ I 
hn^d to feel fomething more quick and lively \ and 
the hopes of returning to France dire£ied my views t$ 
London^ as a medium between the French Courtieri 
and the Dutch Burgomafiers, Hitherto I migH as 
well bear with the Heavinefs^ or to fpeak more obUg^ 
inglyy the Gravity f the Gentlemen of Holland : for 
Iji^rce find my felf nearer to France than I zpas ; 
and the Vivacity I have fiudied is very injuriot^ to 
my Repofcj fince it keeps me off from Indolence with' 
out advancing me to Pleafure : thatj I mean^ which 
I promifed to my felf of feeing you at Paris ; thoj tix 
fpeak the truths I find here a great dealy ansMgfif 
abundance of polite and well-bred Men. 

1671. In ^he year 1671 the Count deLio^ne in- 
formed M. DE St. Evremond, that the. 
Marquis de Lionne was dead, and that the 
Count deLauzun was confin'd in the Citadel 
of Pignerol ' : which news went the nearer to his. 
heart, becaufe he thereby loft two illuftriou% 
Friends who had great intereft at Court. 

The 

: ' Sa tkt E. of Arlington's Letters to Sir VJUiam Teosr 
pk : Letter, of He 29th of April 1(70* 
■ ^ Vol. II. fag. 51. 

^, This was for his attempting to marry Mademoifelle^ only 
Jfas^ghter of Gallon Duke of Orleans* He vfas not releafei 
nil 1582. ' ' . . : -^ r 
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The Marefchal d b C r eqj; i having asked 1671. 
I him wbal frame his Mind was in^ and what be 
tbdugbt of things in bis Old 4g'^y\it fent him a Di(- 
poune '9 containing Refle£tions on the difiercnc 
Tempers of a man'^ Mind according to his difie^ 
rent ftages of Life ; on the Reading and Choice 
of Bo(^s ; on Poetry ; on fome Spanifh, Ita- 
lian, and French Authors ; on Q]inverfation ; on 
literature ; the knowledge of Law ; on Ingra- 
ptude ; and on Religion. Of all the Works of 
M. DE St. Evrbmond, there is none in 
which he has painted himfelf more to the life 
than in this. It (hews him at one view, a 
Courder, a Man of Letters, a Philoibpher, a 
I Pivine ; and difoovers a fine Geoius, a delicate 
Tafte, and a nice Diicernment^ 

Madam d« b Qu broualle coming over to 
England in 1671, M. db St. Evrbmond 
fept her a Problem in imitation of the Spaniards % 
wherein he puts the Queftion, which of the two is 
mojt itgurious to the well-being of the Fair SeXj «- 
fber to abandon themfelves wholly to their Inclina- 
HonSy or to follow all the diilates of Virtue : and 
whether their indulging their Pajftons is attended 
with more Misfortunes than they are deprived of 
Pkajiires by a Conftraint. He obferves tt>at he has 
6cn the Voluptuous lamenting themfelves for the 
contempt which Love has caft chem into ; and 
^at he had knpwn Prudes groaning under the 
Ibvcritjr of their Virtue, wbofe Affections being 
irefiridned by their Difcretion^ fought to vent by 
J^bs the fecret torment they endured by not daring 
to love. From hence he concludes, that fuch a 
Woman is happy who knows how to behave herfelf 
^creetly without checking her Inclination : for as 

His 
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1671. V/V fcandalous to love beyond moderaiiony fa 'lis a 
great mortification for a Woman to pafs her life 
without one Amour. Then addreifing himfelf to 
Madam Dfi Qubrouallb, he tells her, diat 
to avoid this laft misfortune, fhe'U do well to 
follow an advice which he is willing to give her 
without any by-end. " Do not, purjues he^ too 
^* fevcrely rgeft Temptations, which in this 
*' Countiy offer themfelves with fuch modefty, 
^ that a Maiden may hearken to them without a 
blulh. Perhaps you are fo vain as to be pleafed 
with no body but vour felf, but you'll be foon 
tired with being pleafed and loved by no body 
elfe ; and whatever Compkcencv there be in 
** Self-love, you will ftand in neea of another's 
** Love, for the real entertainmenjt of your life* 
** Yield therefore to die fweets of Temptations, 
inftead of confulting your Pride. The latter 
would loon perfuade ^ou to return to France, 
** and France would throw you into fbme Nun- 
nery, according to the deftiny of many o- 
thcrs : but were you of your own accord 
to chufe fuch a melancholy place of retire- 
ment, you muft before-hand be worthy of 
entering into it. What a figure would you 
** make there if you have not me charader of a 
•' Penitent ? The true Penitent is flie who afBidls 
*' and mortifys her felf at the remembrance of 
*^ her faults ; what can a pure Virgm, who has 
done no wickedncfi, have; to repent of ? You 
will appear ridiculous to the other Nuns, 
who have juft reafon to repent, for re- 
penting only out of mere Grimace." He 
lays before her other inconveniences Ihe will meet 
with in a Convent, and concludes with telling 
her, that whether fhe lives in the world, as he 
wilhes ; or goes out of it, as he fears ; 'tis 
her intercft to reconcile two things which feem 
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incompadble; ' but are not fo, viz. Love and X671, 
JHfcretion : biit that the rule of Difcretion which 
he propales to her, has nothing fevere in it, be- 
cade it prefcribes the loving of but one perfon 
at a ume. 

There was fcarce any reafbn to fear, that 
Macktn d£ Querouallb would retire to 
a Convent ; thoie who had directed her Journey, 
had it f^ enough from dieir thcHights to n>ake 
a Nun of . her. She had been Maid of 
Honour to the Duchefs of . O r i. b a n s. 
C H A R L £ s IL had ieen her at Dover, when 
that Princefs went thither in 1670; and it 
was obferved, that he treated her with very 
great diftinftion. After the Death of the Du* 
cheis of Orleans, the Duke of B u c- 
K I N o H A M, who mortally hated the Du- 
chels of C L B V £ L A N D, the King's Mif- 
crefs, refolved to make ufe of that Lady to 
fupplant her. He reprefented to Charles 
n. that (ince ihe had the honour to belong 
to his Sifter, it w^ proper he fhould provide 
for her Subfiftence, and fend for her to Eng- 
land. This Frojeft did not fail of fucceis. 
Madam d £ Qji eroualle was created 
Duchels of P o R T s M o u T H^ and took the 
place of the Duchels of Cleveland. 
The King of France came into the Intrigue 
Ukewife, but with very different views. He 
knew the Charader of Charlbs IL and 
judged that Madam db Querouallb 
would win him over to the Interefts of France. 
The event fhewed that he was not miftaken : 
the Duchels of Portsmouth gained fuch 
an aicendent over that Prince, and had fuch 
a Ihare of his Confidence, that her Infinuations 
were the only rule of his A&ions. 

The 
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1672. The next year M. de St. EvusiiOKa 
) wrote fome Reflections on die aMwit and modern 
^ Sragedy '. He fays that fo many Rules for tvritifig 
^ fim TrageMis were nev0r feen^ a$id that fo few 
^ were composed that they were ohU^d to a& all the 
old ones. He Oiwns that Arts^otls^s ^rea- 
fife of Poetry is oM es^illeni ff^ork ; but» adds he, 
^' there's nothii^ fe perfieft in it, as to be a 
^* ftandard for aU Ages, and Nations. Dbs 
♦* Cartes and Gassendi Jiave difeovePd 
^* Truths which ARiftTOTLy'was a ftranger 
^* to. CoRNBiLLB has found out Beauties. 
*• for the Theatre which he knew not : our 
** Philofophers ttave cfifcover^i errbrs in his Pby-. 
f * \ficks : our Poets have deteded faults in his 
" Poeticks at fcaft with refpcft to us.**' He 
oUerves alio, that the Gods and Goddejfes brought 
about every thing that was great and extraor-. 
dinary on the Theatre of the Antief^s^ by their 
Hatred^ Friendflnp^ Revenge^ ProteEHon ; and 
that of fo many jiipernafural things^ nothing ap^ 
pear^d fabulous to the common people^ in the opinion 
they had of the inter courfe between Gods and 
ilf<r;f. But that all thefe tf^onderi are new a-days 
lool^d upon as fabulous. The Oeds have nothing 
to do with us^ nor we with them 5 and if wk 
Author^ in imitation of the Antients^ would hh 
troduce Angels and Sottas upon our Stage j be would 
offend the Vevouty who would took on him as a 
prophane perfon^ and be accounted weak by the 
Libertines. The Preachers wotfd not fuffer the 
Pulpit to be confounded with the Theatre^ and that 
people Jhou^d go to learn from the mouths of Stager 
player Sy what they deliver to them with authority ik 
the Churches. Moreover it wou^d be pving a great 
advantage to Libertines^ who might turn into ri- 
dicule. 
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Scule at the IHaybvufe^ thoje things which they re- 1672^ 
receive at Church with feeming Juhmijlon^ both in 
reffeSt to the place where they are deliver^ d^ and 
in reverence to the per Jons who declare them. 

After M. DE St. Etremond hasfhewiii 
the inconvemences, of rcprefendng die Truths off 
Rd^on, even in the moft regular Dramadckf 
Keccs, he adds. But fuppofe that our DoStors 
Jhoifd abandon all facrea matters to the liberty of 
the lieatre 5 and that the people of left Devotion, 
fioi^d bear them with all the docility that pjerfons of 
the ff'eateft HumiHty can ; *tis certain that the moft 
holy Doilrinej the moft Chriftian ASHons^ and the 
moft ufiful truths woifd make the wotft Tragedies 
in the world. The reafon he gives for it is, that 
the Spirit of our Religion is entirely oppoftte to that 
of Tragedy : the Humility and Patience of our Saints, 
cannot confift with the Virtues of Heroes which the 
Theatre requires. He is of opinion, that the Hit 
tories of the Old Teftament would fuit much bet- 
ter to our Stage ; but is apprehenfive that the Re- 
prefentation of them would make them lofe part 
of their Authority, and diminifh that Veneration 
they ought to infpire us with. He fays afterwards, 
diat tho the Pharfalia is not comparable to the 
jEneiSj the Ideas which L u c a n gives us of Great 
Men, are really more beautiful and affefting to us 
than thofe which Virgil gives us of his Deities. 
The latter, fays he, has clothed his Gods with our I 
infirmities, to adapt them to the capacity of Men ; j 
the other has rai:?d his Heroes to a parallel with 
the Gods themf elves : 

yiHrix caufa Diis placuit, fed viSta Catoni. 

In Virgil, continues he, the Gods are notfo con."- 
fiderahle as the Heroes ; in L u c a n, the Heroes 
equal the Gods, M. d£ St* Evremond ob-^ 

3 fervcs, 
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1672. fervcs, that the Tragedy of the Andents wot^d 
have fuffered a bappy lofs in the bamjbment of its 
Godsy Oracles J and Sootbfayers ; for it proceeded 
from tbence tbat a Jpiril of Superjiition and Terror 
prevailed on the Theatre^ capable of irfe^ng man- 
rkind with a tboufand error s^ and overwhelming 
\tbem with more numerous mifchiefs. For, asl Tra- 
gedy confifted in exceflive impulfes to Fear and 
Pity J the Theatre became a School of Terror and 
Compajfton^ where a man leanfd to be affrigbted at 
all dangers^ and to be grieved at every miyortune j 
which broke the Ipirit of men, and even occa-^ 
fion'd fometimes the defeat of their Armies. 
Tis true, that Aristotle being fenfible of 
the prejudice which this Fear and Pity might do 
to the Athenians, endeavour'd to prevent it by 
cftablilhing a certain Purgation^ whidi no body 
has hitherto underftoodj and it (eems be did not 
well comprehend himfelf: but M. d e S t. E v r e- 
M o N D thinks it ridiculous to form a Science^ 
which infallibly caufes the Dijlemperj only to fet up 
another^ which doubtfully contributes to a Cure. 
He afterwards extols the advantage of our Repre^ 
fentations over thofe of the Andents, and (hews 
that they are not fubjed to the fame inconvem-» 
cnces : that the motives of Pity and Fear are 
much better managed ; and that even Love 
interfpers*d in the modern Plays renders them 
compleat, provided we make not an ill ufe of 
it. He adds, that our Tragedy has, at leaft^ 
this advantage, that the Gods are not the Au- 
thors of crimes in it, and that it has the liberty 
to infpire a horror for Vice, and a love for Vir- 
tue. He concludes with giving us his nodon 
of Tragedy, and calls it a bold and new Thought^ 
which is, that we ought in Tragedy^ before all 
things what every to expeSl a Greatnefs of Soul well 

expreffd^ 
1 
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txprefs^dj tbsU excites a tender Admiration \ by 1672, 
which our Minds are in a kind of tranfport^ our 
Courage is elevated, and our Souls are deeply affeSled. 
He wrote alio about that time, fome Refiec^ 
tions on the Char alters of Tragedies % which he be- 
gins with a pretty remarkable particular. I for- 
merly dejigffd, fays he> to write a Tragedy ; but 
what I found moft difficult in it^ was to guard a- 
gainfi a fecret fuggeftion of Self love, which will 
not eafily fuffer a man to lay ajide bis own temper j 
to take up that of another, I remember that I 
drew my own CharaSler, without thinking of it ; 
emd that the Hero dwindled infenfibly into the little 
merit of St. Evremond, whereas St. Evre- 
M o N D ought to have raised himfelf to the great 
Virtues of bis Hero. It fell out with my Paffions, 
as it did with my Charailer : for I exprejfed my 
own motions, while I endeavoured to exprefs his. If 
I was in an amorous fit, I turned every thing upon 
Love \ if I found my felf inclined to Pity, I was 
not wanting to provide misfortunes for my Com-' 
paffion. I made the AHor fpeak what I thought 
within my own breajl ; and reprefented my felf un-^ 
der the name of another. From this he concludes, 
that we muft not quarrel with fome Heroes of 
our Tragedies, for being too liberal of their 
Tears, which they Ihould only flied upon proper 
occafions : for they are only the Poets own 
Tears, whofe natural temper being too com- 
paffionate, they canno( refift the tendemeis they 
nave form*d to themfelves. He afterwards ob- 
fenres, that the Poet ought to fhew an equal 
management in the Affliftion of the Hero, and 
the Tendernefs of the Spedators, and to exprefs 
the Paflion in fuch a manner, that it be not too 
violent, nor too ingenioufly counterfeit. He 

wonders, 

\ Vol II. fMg, iiu 
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1672. wonders, that in our age, when all Dratfaadck 
Pieces turn upon Love, we fhould be fo grofljr i^ 
norant of it3 nature and motions^ which laft he 
reduces to three principal Heads, viz. to JLuve^ 
to Burtij and to Lanpti/h ; and (hews that our befl: 
Tragick Poets employ one Paffion for anoibet\ 
as Grief J where it ought only to be ^endemefs ; 
and De^airj when it (hould be nd liiofe thail 
Grief. 

A certain Author having asked his opinion of 
one of his Tragedies', M. de St, EvrS- 
M o k D returned him an Anfwer, That be Jbmdd 
like it pretty well^ if be bad managed tbe Tears tf 
his Heroine with more frugality ; but that be makes 
ber weep to excefs. He fheWs how the paffidftfi 
of Grief and Defpair ought to be managed ; and 
concludes with a commendation ofCoRNEiL- 
L £, for having underftood Nature i<> well and 
exprds'd it fo happily. 

1673. The Bifcourfe which M. de St. Evre- 
M o N D wrote upon the French Hijiorians *, can- 
not be read with too much attention, by thdfe 
who apply themfelves to the writing of Hiftory; 
He obferves, that the French Hiftorians are meri 
of fuch indifferent merits that he once thought tbis 
defeR was to be chared upon the French Language i 
but that he was of another opinion, wheni he 
confidered the excellent French Ti^nflktions, ailid 
cou'd not help thinking that the Meamiefs of the 
French Getius is below tbe Majefty of Hifioryi He 
adds, that altho the French had among di^ 
fome perfons of art elevated Genius 5 yet they 
would wunt other things, too many to be itiet 
with in one and the fame per(bn. A pure stnd 
hoble Style is not fuffident : an Hiftoriaif ought 

alf(^ 

* VoU II. fag. i%u 

* Ibid. fag. iz6i 
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aUb to be thorowly acquainted with the Laws, 1679; 
Cuftoms^ dijBTercnt Intcrcfts, ftate of Religion ; 
and» in particular, all that belongs to the mili- 
t«y Arc All this he proves by a pretty long 
dcciil 9 and ihews, in relation to this laft parti- 
cular, that the celebrated G r o t i u s, after he 
had performed fo well in all the other parts of 
Us Hijiory of the Netherlands^ funk in the efleerh 
of bis ReaderSj as foon as he clme to open the 
fiene of JVar^ to fpeak of the motions of Ar^ 
miesy to defcribe Sieges^ and relate Battles. He 
£iys afterwards, that the Latin Hiftorians had i 
finrprixing happy mixture of all the different pdrts 
of knowledge he fpeaks of ; the reafon of which 
is, that whereas now-a-days every profeffion tdkes 
up a marts whole application^ there were/rw great 
men at Rome^ hut what pafi^d thro* the Dignities 
of the Priejiboodj were of the Senate j and taken 
from thence to the Command of Armies. He id- 
mires the beauty of their Narratives, and the 
fpirit of their Harangues. But he maked it hid 
particular ftudy to diiplay the prodigious skill 
they had in drawmg Charailers. They biend 
oppofite polities which one wou'd not imagine to 
Jim in one and the fame perfon^ and difcover A 
difference in fuch asfeem to be altogether the famt^ 
They do not content themfelves with defcribing 
Virtues and Vices ; but mark a certain Difference 
between each Virtue, or Vice. If, for inftanct^ 
£ikc, they draw the Character of fome ambitioui 
and daring, or moderate and prudent Man, they 
deicribe the fpedes of the ambition and darings 
neis, or of the moderation and prudence that h« 

had. 

In the Reflections upn the French Tranflalors ^^ 
M. D 1 S Ti £v R s M ON D commcnds^ in the 

Vol. L f fitft 
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i673.\firft place, the Tranflations of M. d* Ail AN- 
c o u r t^ not fo much for then- being fakh&l 
and exadl, as fi>r the ftrength and jirfbidls of his 
Expreflions. However, he is of opinion, that 
be is obliged for tkeji advantag£S to the Style of^ the 
jlntients^ which rules his own ; for he does cot 
find the fame Beauties in his Prefaces and Let- 
ters, wherein he follows his own Genius. He af- 
terwards makes fome Reflcftions on the ufeful- 
nefs of Tranjlations ; and adds, diat the bare 
talent of a Tranflator merits no great cfteem, 
unlefs k be fuiqx)rtcd by other accompliihments : 
/ may have a very great eftcem^ fays he, for the 
Verjions cf D* ABS^AUcovjir^ Vaugslas, 
Du RvEjft, CttARP£NTX£R, and fna- 
ny ethers^ without fetting a value upon their wity 
if it did not appear from their own Compofttions^ 
Then he examines, in particular, M. d e B r b^ 
B £ u F*s Tranflation of L u c a n's Pbarfatia^ and 
that of Vi RG I I's jEneid by M« S eg r a is : 
from whence he takes occafion to Ibeak of the 
little merit of honefl Mis e as. WT)en Vir- 
gil, fays he, paints him fo Devout^ he ought to 
have given him a Devotion full of confidence^ winch 
is affteahle to the temper of Heroes^ And not a 
fcrufulous fenfe of Religion^ which never fuh/ifts 
with true Valour. He cannot bear that the Son 
of Y %}ii V s^ after being -affuf^^ by Jupiter^ 
his prefent Happinefi and future Glory^ fhonld fl)em 
bis Piety tmly in fearing Danger^ and aiftfi^ng tbe 
fuccejs of every Enterprize. He obfeiTes, that 
the Cods abandon ail eaufes nf Tears t9 JE* 
M £ AS : but as foon -as there is a great Refoh^ 
tion to tahy or a difficult thing to be put in tne- 
cutio% they trufi neither to his Capacity nor bis 
Courage i and they generally do what great Men are 
ufed to undertake and execute elfewhere. This 
was a forry Hero in Paganifm^ who might be a 

^eat 
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great Saint among the Chriftians ; very proper to i^yt. 
work Miracles^ and fitter to be the Founder of a 
religious Order than a State. He compares the 
Cbaralfers of Homer with thofe of V i r- 
GIL; and concludes with obferving how much 
we ought to admire the Beauties of V i r q i L*i 
Poetry^ fince notwithjlanding the Virttie of Ho- 
M E R*s Heroes , and the worthlejfnefs of his 
own ; the' heft Criticks do not think the latter in- 
ferior to the former. 

The Count d* Ol o n n e, M. d e Vi n i ui l, 1674. 
the Abbot d* Ef f i a t, and two or three more, 
were baniflxM the Court of France in 1674, 
for having talked too freely of the King. As 
ibon as M. D£ St. Evrbmond had notice 
of the Dilgrace of the Count, he wrote to ac- 
quaint him with his deep concern at it ; and 
bring afterwards informed, that he was permit- 
ted to leave Orleans, where he was at firft con- 
fined, and to retire to his Country-Scat of Mont- 
mirel, neaj* Villers-Cbtterets, he fent him a fe- 
cond Letter % wherein he advifes him to be 
carefully upon his guard againft Melancholy, at 
a time when it was not in his power to rclifh 
Joy. He gives him advice in the choice of the 
moft exquifite Wines, and the mofl: wholcfom 
and niceft Difhes, and to read fuch Books only, 
as may divert his mind from all fad and ferious 
tfaot^hts, and give him picafant ideas : for 
which purpofe, he thinks that Petroniusj 
Lucia K, and Don Quixot, arc to be 
preferred before Seneca, Plutarch, and 
even Montaigne. He obviates an objcc- 
tkm at the fame rime which Monfieur p' O- 
L o n N B might have made : " You will tell 
^ me, perhaps, fays M. deSt. ^vremovd. 
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1674. " that I was not of fo gay a humour in my own 
Misfortunes, as I appear to be in yours ; and 
that *ris iH breeding in a man to beftow all 
his concern upon his own Misfortunes, and 
be indiflferent to, nay and even merry with 

" the Calamities of his Friends. I fhould agree 
with you in that, if I behav'd my felf fo : 
but I can truly fay it, that I am no lefi con- 
cerned at your Exile than your felf ; and the 

^ mirth which I advife you to, is in order to 
have a (hare of it my felf, when I Ihall find 
you capable of receiving any. As for what 
relates to my own Misfortunes, if I have for- 
merly appeared to you more afflided than I 
feem to you at prefent, *tis not becaufe I was 
fo indeed. I was of opinion, that Dilgraces 

" exafted from us the decorum of a melandio- 

" ly Air ; and that this apparent Mortificadoh 
was a refpedt due to the will of our Superiors^ 
who feldom punifti us without a defign to af* 
flift us. But then you arc to know, that un- 
der a fad outfide, and a mortified counte- 
nance, I gave my felf all the fatisfadlion I 
could find in my own breaft •, and all the 
pleafure I could take in the Converfation of 
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** my Friends." 

When the Marquis de Croissi was Am- 
baflador at the Court of England, M. d e St. 
EvREMOND defir'd him to write in his behalf 
to Monfieur Colbert his Brother ; but M. 
Colbert returned him an anlwer, ingenuouf^ 
Jy, That having contributed to M. d e S T. E- 
VR E M o N D*s Difgrace^ and ever offo^^d his re^ 
turny he coutd not fpeak in his favour to the King ; 
huty however y he would not be forrj for his Re^ 
turn J nor.appofe the Sollicitations which others might 
make for him. Had M.le Tellier enter- 

ta'm*d 
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Cain'd the fame thoughts, M. de St. Evre- 1674,- 
M o N d's Difgrace would foon have been at an 
end ; but that Minifter had no favourable dif- 
pofition towards him, 

HoRTENSjA Mancini, Duchcfs of ^^75* 
Mazarin, came at this time into England. 
She was Niece to Cardinal M a z a r i n, and 
Heirels to his immenfe Eftate. He marry'd 
her in 1661 to the Duke de la Meille- 
R A Y E9 on condition that he fhould bear the 
Name and Arms of M a z a r i n. He was one 
of the richeft Noblemen at Court ; which (ingle 
coniideradon determined the Cardinal to give 
him his Niece. Madam M a z a r i n had a 
lively penetrating Wit, noble and elevated 
Sentiments, free and eafy Behaviour, with other 
engaging Charms, which afFefted the moft infen- 
fiUe. During the firft five years of their Marri- 
age, flie was {o regular and fober in her Deport- 
ment, that flie was the admiration of the whole 
Court. But Monfieur M a z a r i n was not 
born for a Lady fo accomplifh'd. All his quali- 
ties were the very oppofites of hers. He had 
low grovelling Sentiments, a fuUen, rigid, con- 
tradidmg Temper, a mmd bigotted to Super- 
ftidon and Enthufiafm. He was always encom- 
pais'd with a parcel of Monks, and Devotees of 
both {kxts, on whom he fquander'd his great 
Eftate. Madam Max AKiUj fays M.de St. 
Ev&EMOND.', was by her bard fate compelled' 
to live with Monfieur M a 2 a r i n; Joining 
the Living to the Dead is not a more cruel Pu^ 
mjhment^ than Unking Prudence to its reverfe ; 
ye^ this torment was Madam M a z a r j n for* 
ced to endure for five whole years : was be/te^d 

f 3 h 

I Anfwer to die PIcadiog of M* Erard, Vtl. Ill* f. ij, 7h 



Ixxxvi THE LIFE OF 

^^75' h ^^h fr^gf^^^^ h night \ fatigued with Journeys 
after Jountcys to no manner of purpofe ; mad^ a 
Jlave to extravagant and tyrannical Orders ; faw 
none about her but Jpys or enemies y and what is 
worfe than all^ in her misfortunes had no body to 
comfort her. Any other Woman would home defend'* 
ed her felf from oppreffion by an open reftfiance: 
Madam M a z A ji i n only refoli/d to fly from her 
Misfortunes^ and to go and feek at the place where 
Jhe was born^ among her Relations *, that Security 
and Repofe which fhe had lofl. 

She went to Italy in 1668, and after two 
years flay there, made a Journey to France, to 
endeavour to get a Penfion from Monfieur M a- 
z A R I N. The King procured her one of 
24000 Livres, but fhe did not enjoy it long. 
As foon as fhe had obtained it, fhe rcturtfd to 
Italy, and flay'd there till 1672, that her Sifler, 
the Lady of the Conflable Col on n a, refoi- 
ved to leave her Hufband. Madam M a z a- 
HiN accompany*d her to France, and retir'd 
afterwards to the Dominions of the Duke of 
Savoy ^ She chofe to make Chambery the 
place of her Retreat ; and fhe had been there 
three years, when a Propofal was made to her to 
come to England. The Duke of Savoy, who 

had 

' TUsrefkrstQ what hi had /aid befire^p.2^. She tX' 
ft€ttd the Reft of the Night, which is allow*d to the moft 
Unfortunate, to fufpend the fenfe of their SufFerin^is $ but 
Ms relief wds denied her. No fooner were her fair Eyes 
elos*d, hilt Mondeur Mazarin (who had the Devil always 
prefent m his black Imagination), this amiable Husband, 

wakes his beft-bebved, to make her paruker 

yoa will never be able to guefs of what, Gentlemen j to 
nuke her partaker of his notturnal ViHons. Flambeaus are 
lighted, and fearch is made every where $ but no Spedre does 
Madam Mazarin find, except that which lay by her in bed. 

* JLmt. 

' S$i the lilemoirs of the Ptfchefs of Mazarin, in^ fh$ 
fhH Vohmff /• 105, ^ff 
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di intended to marry her % and had given her 1675. 
b many marks of bb favour, was juft dead 
Hk Prince * bad the fame fintimeTUs of her as 
oil had xvbo fato her. He had admired her at 
imn^ and this admiration the Ducbefs Regent in- 
terpreted to be Love^ and entertaitfdfuch a jealous 
. pttmfb impreffion^ as occaftotfd a Procedure that 
vius difdb&png to the Lady who was the caufe of it. 
^ere needed no more than this h oblige Madam 
Maxarin/^ quit a Country where the new Re- 
lent was abfolute. To depart from her^ and to go 
to the Duchefs of Torkj was but one and the fame 
refolution. 

Tis certain that Madam M a z a r i n de- 
dar'd chat (he was goinff to England, to fee 
her Kinfwoman the Ducheis of York ' : mean 
time you fufpe6l. Sir, that this was only a pre- 
tence, and that the true motive of it was con- 
ctal'd. Your fuipicion is very well grounded ; 
but in order to unfold the myftery, I muft put 
you in mind of the then fituation of the Court 
of England 

I told you before of the great afcendant the 
Duchefs of Portsmouth had over King 
Charles the Second The natural Indolence 
of that Prince, and the Paflion he had for the 
fair Sex,^ entirely enflaved him to his Miftrefies ; 
and the Duchefs of Portsmouth was the 
Favourite. She governed him according to the 
diftatcs of the Court of France. The King of 

f 4 Eng. 



' Memoirs of the Dndiels of UsMnn, f. iiu 
* M^dtSt. Evremmd in tbe Fnneral Oration of tbe Dti* 
ckeft of Mazarin, Vol. IL f. 520, jti. 
*'' Mtry tf Ejie^ Duchefs tf Ttrk^ was GrenMaugbter of 
teurJhUariamta Mazermi MartiMzzi, Ssjhr to Hioromfma 
Mazarim Mmumi^ Mother to the Dndnft of Mazarit^n 
Comfifimffy Modmo Mazarin^ vnu farjt Qwfm r# the Du^ 
thtjs ofXork. 
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1675. England forgetting the true intcrcfts of hisKingiii i 
dom, and his own too, fcandaloufljr became a 
Penfioner to Lewis XIV, The Advocates 
for Liberty being excluded from Pofts and the 
management of Affairs, contrived feveral ways 
to free their Country from that infamous Com-r 
merce ; but finding them inefieftual, they at 
laft concluded, that there was no other courfe 
to take, than to work the Duchels of Po r ts- 
mouth out of the King's fevour, by fetting 
up againft her a Rival, who fhould be in their 
intereft. The Duchefe of Mazarin was 
thought very fit for their purpofe ; for (he out^r 
£hin*d the other both in Wit and Beauty ; and 
King Charles, when he was abroad, had 
demanded her in Marriage. 

That Prince, repairing to Fontarabia when 
the Peace between France and Spain was treat> 
ing there, defir'd Cardinal Mazarin to 
grant him an Interview ; but the Cardinal, foa- 
fear of the Englifli Parliament, refiis'd to fee 
him, and only agreed to confer with the Mar- 
quis of O R M o N D '. The Marquis made fe- 
veral Overtures to him, to incline him to efpouie 
the intereft of his Royal Mafter ; and, among 
other things, propofed a Match between that 
Prince and Ho r tens i a Mancini, die 
Cardinal's Niece : hut that Minifter, who thought 
the King of England's Reftoration defperacc, 

wouhl 

^ The King of England • • • • was obl^M to comply with 
the Expedient that he thought the CanOnal wanted, tfhu 
That the Mari)iiis of Ormond going one day towards Sc» John 
itlMy met Cardinal Mazaria upon his Road to the lile 
of Conference^ and falling into diicourfe with him^ they 
talk'd of the Interefts of his Britannic Majeftv. Htft. tf tk$ 
Pgaa cMcUMt 9n the Frontwrs of trana and Sfsin, bnwmm 
fhi tW0 Qrrmns^ jim§o U^f^ Ct. P* U. pf $k$ Cologn Mdk 
t($§n U67, 
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mold not beaiken to ic However, King 2675. 
Charles was not difcouraged by this denial. 
Hearing diat the Cardinal was gone to Tou- 
bufe CO meet the King, he fent thither Mr. 
Berkley, afterwards Earl of Falmouth. Mr. 
Berkley applied himfelf to M. de St. £- 
V R c M o N D, who introduced him to the Car- 
dinal : but that Minifter looking always upon 
King Charles as a Fugitive, turnM out of 
his Dominions, refus'd him his Niece a fecond 
lime. However, as foon as he faw him fettled 
on the Throne of his Anceftors, he endeavoured 
to renew the Negotiation. The better to fuc- 
ceed in it, he engag'd the Queen of England to 
crois the Sea, under pretence of a congratula* 
tory Vifit upon the Reftoradon of the King her 
Son ; but, in reality, to acquaint him, that the 
Cardinal was difpos*d to grant him his requeft. 
Kii^ Charles look'd upon this change of 
' le Cardinal, as an additional Happineis which 
le had in ftore for him : the Charms of 
K^^moifelle Mancini, and a Portion of 
tuyity Millions of Livres, were powerful at- 
tnt%>es. But his Minifters oppos'd this Match, 
wfaiS'i might have prevented all the Difailers 
that happened afterwards in England. M. d £ 
S T. £v R E M o N D did not forget a Circumftance 
fo gbrious to Madam M a z a r i n : She had 
Charms^ fays he % that might engage Kings to 
court her from Affe£lion^ and a Fortune capable to 
oblige them to it by Intereft. A favourable con- 
junHure uniting with thefe great motives^ the King 
of Great Britain fent to demand her in Marriage^ 
and the Cardinal^ who was fitter to govern Save- 
reiffis than to make them^ loft an opportunity which 

he 
• 

* Itt Funeral OntiM of the IDu/Ms of Mazario^ F^t. 
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1675. he afterwards courted in vain. The ^etn-Mcther i 
of the King of England undertook io neg&tiaie it her \ 
felf: but a King Rejior^dy remembered the Utile r^ \ 
gard that had beenjhewn to a King Bethrorfd ; and 1 
tbe'^ reje£ied at London^ the offer that was not ac- 
cepted at St. John de Luz. 

The Duchefs ofMAZARiN arrived in Eng* 
land about the end of the year 1675. The 
Duchefs of Po R. t sMo u t h not enjoying then 
a perfeft health, his Majefty feemed not to have 
for her the fame Paflion as before. Madame 
M A z A R I N pleafed him infinitely. He gave 
her immediately a Penfion of 4000 /. ftcrling ; 
and ihe would foon have gainM the afccndant 
over the Duchefs of Portsmouth* if fhc 
could have furmounted the wealaiefs of her Sex* 
and governed her Inclinations. The Prince foi 

1676. Monaco came about this time into £ngland. 
He was young, handfom* accomplifii^d in all 
the little arts of pleafin^ the Ladies^ and be* 
came a paffionate admirer of Madam Ma- 
z A R I N. M. D E St. Ev r £ m o n d ibon ol> 
ferv'd that (he was not infenfible ; and as he 
was privy to the myftery of the Duchels's Jour- 
ney hither, and even fomewhat concerned in it, 
he omitted nothing to prevent fo fatal ao 
Amour ; and reprcfented the confequences of 
it to Madam Mazarin in lively colours. 
But, becaufe what we take in by Reading, makes 
a deeper imprefllon, fometimes, than a tranfi- 
tory Converfation, he addrefs'd to her a little 
Dijcourfe on Friend/hip \ wherein he artfiilly in- 
finuates himfclf into her Confidence. He illus- 
trates, in the firft place, the power of Friend- 
{hip, by the example ofAoESJLAUs King of 
the Lacedemonians, who recommending his 

Friend's 



' yoLll.' f4g, a 02. 
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I's cafe to another, defir'd him, by all 167^^ 
means, to acquit him. He thinks this pailage 
the more remarkable, in that he believes, that 
the MJiaHce between a Sovereign and a SubjeH^ 
docs not admit that Union of AffeSlionSy which is 
neeejffary to beget true Friendjhip. He obferves, 
tliat the ordinary inti?nacy between Kings and their 
Courtiers J is but an intimacy of Intereft. He takes 
notice of (he reafons which oblige Princes to 
ha:re about them that fort of Friends and Con- 
fidents called Favourites ; and fhews how ticklifh 
and dangerous is the fituation of a Favourite. 
From hence he proceeds to more particular con- 
fiderations on Friendfhip; and having extoU'd 
that Virtue, he declares how happy he was in 
die Confidence of his Friends. As I have, fays 
he, najhimng Merit to boaji of, I hope I may be 
atku^d to mention one^ upon winch men do feldom 
value themfelves \ which is^ the having gained the 
entire confidence of my Friends ; and the moft fe^ 
cret Perfon that ever I knew^ was only referv^d 
with others^ that he might be the more open with 
me. He concealed nothing from me^ as long as we 
convert d together ; and he would^ perhaps , have 
been glad of an opportunity to tell me every thing, 
when we were afunder. The remembrance offucb 
an endearing Confidence is very fweet to me ; but 
the thoughts of the condition he is in, is Jiill more 
grievous. I have contrasted a familiarity with my 
own Misfortunes^ but never fhall with Us ; and 
find I can beftow nothing but forrow on his Dif 
^race, no day fhall pafs, but I fhaU grieve^ and 
lament it '. 

M. deSt. EvREMOND flicws aftcrwards, 
that truePriendlhip ought to be free from all Diill- 

mulation ; 

' Ifuppofe M. de St. Evremond means M. F^mptity wb0 no as 
thin a Prifimr m thf Citadel cfPlgnerolf where he dfdin U^o. 
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1676. mulation ; and that 'ds no lefs inconfiilent witk { 
too rigorous Jufticc, than with over-cautious , 
Wifdom. He does not find fault with Friends j 
having different Opinions ; but he would haw , 
Di(putcs to be Conferences to clear Doubts^ and 
not exafperating Contentions. He thinks, howe* 
vcr, that Friends ought not to have very clafh* 
ing Opinions in Religion ; and that a Man wbe 
fubjeSts all to Reafon^ and one who depends wholly 
upon Authority^ will hardly agree together. M. 
DE St. EvREMOND adds, that nothing could 
compare with a friendly Acquaintance with a 
heautifulj ingenious^ and judicious Wbman^ if one 
could depend on its duration ; and he is of opi- 
nion, that the only reafon why the Fair Sex arc 
excluded from the Management of Publick 
Affairs, is becaufe they are thought to be too 
weaky too irrefolute^ and too much Jwa'fd by their 
natural Frailty. What would not^ continues he, 
ha^e Madam de Chevreuse, the Countefs 
of Carlisle, and the Princefs Pa l a t i n e 
have brought about, had they not fpoil^d, by their 
Inclinations^ all they might have done by their 
Wit ' ? He fhews, that the errors of AfFeftion 
are far more dangerous than the extravagancies 
of Imagination : he relates what Madam d e 
L* E N c L o s told him one day, thatfhe returned 
God thanks every night for her Wit ; and prafd 

him 



' Anm 6fGmxMiu4 of Mantua, Dat^hur t6 the Duke &f 
Nevirsj and Wife to Edward Prince Palatine ; and Mary de 
Rehan, Daughter of the Duke de Monthazon, luho married 
to her fecdnd Husband Claude of Lorrain Duke of Chevreu/e, 
had a great hand in the Cabals that were fem^d againft the 
Court of Frame in i<?5o« i^^z» and i^^5» The Cosmufs 
ofCarUfie, Daughter of the Duke of Northumberland^ had no 
lefs fhare in the Affairs of England^ under Charles L She am^ 
mated the Parliamentarians to take ihofe meafures which 
defeomerted the Court • 
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bimj e^ery mornings to freferve her from the foU 1 676. 
fks of her Heart ; and having commended 
Madam M a z a r i n's Beauty, and elevated . 
Mind, which made her defpife falfe Gallantry 
and the infipid and tedious Difcourfes of other 
Women ; add^ Madam^ fays he, the merit of 
the Heart to that of the Soul and Mind : defend 
that Heart of jours againji officious Fops •, thofe 
hufy fellows^ who are ever ready to Jhut a Door or 
a Window J and to take up a Glove or a Fan. 
Love does not hurt the Reputation of Ladies ; but 
the Jlender merit of their Lovers difgraces them. 
Tot^d do me wrongs Madam ^ continues he, if you 
thought me an enemy to Tendemefs : for^ as old as I 
dm J I fhould heforry to be free from it. We love 
as long as we can draw breath. What I dejire in 
Friemflnp^ iSj that Knowledge fhould go before j^- 
felKony and that an efteem jujily formed in the 
Afindj fhould animate it felf in the Hearty and re-^ 
ceive there fuch warmth as is neceffary for Friend-- 
fhipj ds well as Love. Love therefore^ Madam^ 
hut love no Objects but what are worthy of you. 
If my wifhes could take place ^ you fhould be ambi- 
tiousj and govern thofe that govern others. Either 
become Miftrefs of the worlds or remain 'Miftrefs 
of your felf \ not in order to pafs tedious days in 
that fad and melancholy indolence^ which fame 
would trump up for Virtue ; but to have an ahfo'- 
lute fway over your AffeElions^ and over-rule your 
Pleafures. 

But all thefe Infinuations were ineffedtual. 
Madam M a z ar i k, forgetting the Rank ihe 
ought to bear in the Britifti Court, was fo vio- 
lently atuch'd to the Prince of M o n a c o, that 
die King was out of all patience, and carried his 
Reientment fo far, as to take away her Penfion. 
M, DE St, Evremond banter'd her very 

ingenioufly 
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1676. ingenioufly for her ficklenefs, in the following; ^ 
Verfes, which you could not have underftoo^ 
without the foregoing Key : » 

^e Empire of the Sea alone remairfd^ 

And that 'jotCve in 'jour new Dominion gaiffd. 

^be Univerfe is yours ; our happy IJles 

^hdr fate attend y or from your frowns or ftmles. 

More fovfrful than the Romans were of old^ 

All Kings alike you*d in fubjeSiion bold^ 

But that you ftrive^ with greater care and pains^ 

Tour Freedom to preferve^ than fix their Chains. 

However, her friends prevaiPd fo far with the 

King, that he renewed her Penfion \ fo that fhc 

appeared at Court with fplendor. Her Houfe 

was the ufual Rendezvous of the politeft Per- 

fons in England : and in thefe Afiemblies the 

people of fafliion found an ^reeable ^mufe- 

ment, and the Learned an es:cellent pattern of 

Politenefs. Madam M a z a it 1 n had beftow^cf 

a great deal of time upon Reading, during her 

(lay at Chambery, where 0ie h;id with her the 

Abbot of S T. Real, who had the honour u> 

converfe with her every day, and to read the b^ 

French and Italian Books to her. Thi9 Abbo( 

was not inienfible of her Charms. To infinuate 

himfelf into her liking, he defir'd her to give 

him an Account of her Life, and undertook tp 

compofe it from the parcicu)ar$ which fhe gave 

him. Thcfc Memoirs he accompany*d with * 

Letter^ in which he gives an Encomium of the 

Ducheis. When Madam Mazahiv decer*- 

min'd to come over to Eo^and, fhe thought ft 

would be for her advantage to have this Work 

publifh'd, and M. d e St. R b a t fent it to gne 

of his Friends at Paris, who caus'd it to be 

* printed 
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TMrioced. This ficft edition is very fcarce. I 1676. 
faad Madam Mazarines own Copy, with 
Ibme CorreAions to it of M. d e St. R e a l*s 
own hand-writiiTg. You once thought, Sir, 
that flic was her feif the Author of thole Me- 
mUrs ' : but I can afliire you, that flie only fur- 
nitbed die fubje£t-matter of them. She did not 
write well enough to digeft them into form. 

M. D £ St. Real acxompony'd Madam 
Mazarinco England ; and, for ibme time, 
increafed the number of Men of Learning, that . 
came to her Hou(e. Aii manner of fubjeds 
were (£fcourfed upon there, as Philofophy, Rc- 
ii^Mi, HBftory, Pieces of Wit and Gallantry, 
Hays, Authors antient and modem, the Ntce- 
des of the French Tongue, &c Thcfe 
ingenious Converfations gave M. d e St. 
Et^rsmomd occafion to write ibme Pieces ; 
fuch as his Defence (f Jime Plays of M. C o r- 
NEiLLE*; his Refiediens oh the French^ Spa-- 
mfisj Italian^ and Englijh TraffMes and Comedies, 
and *« Opera^s ; his Comedy cf the Opera \ the 
Differ tathn on the wetd^ VA S T ; and fe vcral 
others, which I fliali mention hereafter. 

He begins his R^feElions upon Tragedies ' with 
commending thofe ofCoRNsiLLE, and even 
prefers feme of them before all thofe of Anti- 
quity. He adds, that the ancient Tragick Poets 
were far more fuccefsffd in efcprefftng the polities 
and Accomplift)ments of their Heroes^ than in re- 
prefenting the Magnificence 4>f great Kings ; and 
more happy in the drawing of Char abler s^ than 
in dHoMreriiig the hidden inipulfes of the Heart, 
and tracing dw Principles of men*s AAions ; 

which 

* $t€ M. BayU^s Reponfe aux Queftions d'un Provincial, 

• KA !!• fag. M7, 
' JUd. f. 154, 
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1677. which Corn e i l lk has done. However, ht 
does not pretend, that none but tins excellent Au-^ 
thorns Pieces deferve applaufe on the French Theatre^ 
He owns, the Publick have been aflfedled wkh 
the Mariana of Tr i s t a k ; the Sopbofdsba of 
M A I R E T ; the Alcyonea of d u Ry £ r ^ the 
Wencejlaus of R o t r o u ; the SHlico of Co &- 
N E I L L £, Junior ; the Andromache and Briton- 
»iV«j of Racine, and feveral others., Heiays 
afterwards, that the Tragedies of the Italians art 
, fo mean, that Vw not worth while tefpeak of them 5 
and obferves, that there are fome old Englifli 
Tragedies ', which, by the retremhing of a few 
things, might be made ferfeSlly good. He dilap- 
proves the condefcenfion which the Englifh Dra* 
made Writers have for the People, in preicnting 
them with bloody objefts ; and oondudes with 
this Obfervation, that if, on the one hand, the 
French objeli to 'the Englijh^ upon pretty good 
ground^ that they allow too much to their fenjes upon 
the Stage \ they mufl: alfo, on the other hand« 
bear with the reproach the En^ijb return upon the 
French^ of runmng into the other extreme^ when 
they admre Tragedies for fome little foft touches 
which make not an ifnprejjion ftrong enough upon 
the mind. 

In his Obfervations upon the French Comedies 'i 
M. D £ S T. £ V R £ M o N D takes care to adver- 
tife his Readers, in the very Tide, that his Cri- 
dcifms are not levelled againft thofe of Mo- 
L I ERE, wherein^ £iys he, the true fpirit of Co^ 
medy is found. As for the other French Come- 
dies, he takes notice, that altho Comedy ought to 
be the Reprefentation of common Ufe \ they hana 
made it run altogether upon Gallantry^ in imitatiM 

* M.di St. Evrenwndtold me he Usd eUtfj in view dk 
CktSKnsL and the Sejanus tf Btn. ^bnfim^ "^ 
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vf the Spafdards. He compares the French and 167;^^ 
Spanifh Comedies ; and fhews, chat the French 
Poets having borrowed moft of their Plots from 
the Spaniards, hsiveflUd them with jtajjionate and 
affBormts difccurfes^ to adapt them to the humouf 
and manners of their Nation. This gives him 
occafion co relate a witty ftory, which he heard 
from thePrincefs of Isenohien. A Spani/b\ 
Lady^ fays he, not long ago, was reading the Ro* 
mame ef Ckoratra ; and after a tedious recital of 
Adventures^ fatUng upon a nice Converfation between 
a Lava" ana bis Mtftrefs^ who were alike paffionaie ; 
what a deal of wit is here thrown away, faidfbe %\ 
and to what end (b many fine fpeeches, when) 
they are put together ? ^ins^ continues M x> iT 
St, EvubmonD) is one of the prettieji re^, 
fle^iaks that ever I beard made in all my life \ ' 
Mu/ Calibre KED£^ tbo a Frenchman^ ought to 
have remembredj that Lovers, born in a hotter 
climate than that of Spain, need but few words oH 
Jkcb occafions. He affirms, that there is morej 
regularity and probability in the Gallantry 
French Comedies, than in that of the Spaniards ; |. 
which alfo proceeds from the different manners 
and cuflxmis of thofe two Nations : and, in the 
laft place, he obferves, that as Comedy is main- 1 
ly eaUulated to pleafe. Poets ought not to be al«| 
ways crampt l^ too exadl and rigid Ruled. 

M. DB St. EvRSRMOKD procceds after* 
wards to the Italian Comedy % and having ac<- 
quainted his Reader, that he will not fpeak of the 
jhttMta^ Pajlor-Ftdoj and other Comedies of 
diat nature, but only of the Comedies which 
are a£led upon the Theatre 1 he adds, that 
what was feen in France upon the Italian Stage^ 
was not properly Comedy, fince tberg was no true 

Vol. I. g ¥ki 

! rrii IL /4f . i^j. 
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1677. P^(>^.y no Coherency in the fubjeil I no CbaraSler 

ftriSlly obferved ; nor any Compofition wherein a 

happy genius is, at leajij guided by fome Rules of 

Art. In Jhort^ fays he, */« nothing but a kind of 

informed Concert amongji feveral ASlors^ each of 

whom furnijhes^ out of his own head^ what be 

judges proper for the part he a5ts : to take it rights 

/y, it is no tnore than a medley of impertinent Qm- 

cetti ' in the mouth ofLoverSj andjilly Buffoonries 

in that of their Zanies. He grants that their 

. Buffoons are inimitable ; but i& of opinion, 

.that, at long run, they grow no lefi urefbm 

;than all the other Italian parts, which are al« 

Ways forced, except that of Pantalon. M !d £ 

iSx. EvREMOND gives afterwards, in few 

words, the Hiftory of the Tragedy and Comedy 

of the antient Romans *, marks their Origin, 

Progrefs, and Dedenfion ; and, having obferved 

how vaftly the Genius of the Italians differs from 

diat of their Anceftors, he commends theAftors 

of the Italian Company, then in Paris. 

i From the Italian, M«.i>b St.Evremond 

jpailes on to the Englijh Comedy % and obferves, 

that there is none more conformable to that of 

t the Antilents, in what relates to die Manners. It 

^ is not^ lays he, a mere piece of Gallantry ^ full of 

intrigues and amorous Difcourje^y as in Spain and 

France \ it is the Reprefentation if the ordinary way 

of livinfy according to the various humours una 

different chdraHers of men. He fays, that in the 

opinion of the French, thefe Characters are 

ftrained too far ^ as thofe that are to be feen upon 

the French otage^ are a little too faint to the relifb 

of the EngUJh, y and fhews, that the reafon of 

that is, becayfe the Englifh dive too far into a 

. . . fub* 
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fi]bje£t, and the French, commonly, not enough. 1677. 
fB^ truth is J adds he, I never f aw Men of better 
Underftanding than either the French^ who conftder 
ibit^s with attention ; or the Englijbj that can dif 
p^age them/elves from their too deep meditations^ 
md return to that facility ofdifcourfe^ and freedom of 
wity wHcby ifpojjtble^ a manfhould always be mafter 
of^ The finejl Gentlemen in the worlds continues 
he, are the French that think, and the Efiglijh that 
[peak. After this, M. de St. Evremond 
proceeds to the d^erence that is to be found be- 
tween the Engliih and the French Comedies ; 
and (hews, that the firft are as agreeable and 
entertaining, tho not fo regular and exad, as the 
latter. 

M^deSt. Evremond compofed, about 

this time, an Idyll \ which he fet himfelf to 

Mufidc, and was fung at Madam M a z a a i n's, 

before a great many perfons of diftinftion. The 

Conver&don turned afterwards on Plays with 

Mofical Entertainments, and particularly upon 

Opera's^ which made then ij much noife in 

France. .M. de St. Evremond gave but an 

indifierentCharaflerofthofe Compoutions; but 

not haying4iad time to fpeak all his thoughts 

about them, he wrote a Difcourfe upon that fub- 1^78. 

jcft, which he infcribed to the Duke of Bu c- 

RiNOHAM,who had his fhare in that Converfa- 

tioD. But before I give you a notion of that 

Piece, J will premife a fhort account of the kt- 

tiement of the French Opera's, 

. Opera\ that is, Dramatick Pieces fet to Mu- 

fick, accompanied with Dances, Machines, and 

Decoradons, came from Italy. Cardinal M ^- 

SARIN endeavoured to introduce them into 

g 2 France, 

* $$§ the Wofksof M« de Sc Evcemand in Irmh. 
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1678. France ; and, in 1647, he fent for Come* 
dians from beyond the Alps, who adled a Play 
in Italian verfe, call'd Orpheo e Euridice \ Thjs 
ftiew was no lefs furprizing for its Novelty, than 
for the excellence of the Voices, the variety of 
Concerts and Decorations, the furprizing Sce- 
nery and Machinery, and the magnificence of 
the Clothes *. The fuccels that attended this 
Piece, occafioned the Reprefentation of another 
of the fame kind, at the King*s Marriage in 
1 660, under the title of Ercole Amante^ which 
was printed, with a French Tranflation, in favour 
of thofe that did not underftand Italian* Tj^ 
raifed a ftrong defire to fee French Opera's ; but 
as they wanted good Muficians, and fine Voices, 
fo they were prepofTefs'd that Frendi Words did 
not admit of the fame Mufical Graces and Or- 
naments as the Italian. Howevei'„ the' AbbuL 
P E R R I N, who had been Mailer of the Cere- 
monies to Gaston Duke of QkleahBi 
undertook to furmount all thefe obftacles *, and 
in order to that, compofed a Pafloral, which 
he caufed to be fet to Mufick by C a m b b rt, 
Intendant of the Queen-mother*s Mufick, and 
Organift of St. Honore ^s Ch urch, Tlris Piece was 
fung at Jffy in the year 1659 > ^^^ fucceeded. fo 
well, that Cardinal M a z a r i n caufed it to be 
play'd feveral times before the King at Vinccch 
nes. 27?/i w^j, fays M. DE St^Evremokd*, 
as it were, an EJfay of an Opera^ which fleafed 
by its Novelty : but, adds he, what was ftill better^ 
was the Concerts of Flutes^ which had not been 

beard 

' 5e# f &# Tnatifi of the ancient and noiodem Reprefimtt*^ 
tions in Mufick by Father Mtnefiier, pag« I95> err. 

* Cardinal Mazarin was si the expence of this Ofers^^ 
which was predigictts* 

^ See Father Menejlrter, ttbi (iipr* fai* ao^i CT'A 

* IntheCmedyif$heOt€aL*Sm 
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heard up^n any Stage^ Jrnce the Greeks and Romans. 1 678. 
Xhb Piece was foon/ollow'd by another in 166 1, 
kiiidcd i driadn^ the Verfcs whereof, compofed 
\]ff the Kbboc r e k r i n, were but indifferent. 
it was rehearfed feveral times, but the Cardinal^s 
Death hindred its being a£ted ; and, for fome 
years, put a flop to the rife of the Opera's. In 
the mean time, the Abbot P e r a i n left no 
ftone untum'd, to bring an undertaking to bear, 
vhidi had fo happy a beginning \ and in the 
-year 1669, obtained Letters Patent for erecting 
^Ok Academy of Opera^s in theFrench Language \ but 
•vioc being able to bear alone the trouble and ex- 
cellive expence of fuch a Settlement, he took in 
Partners, viz, C a m b b r t, for the Mufick ; 
the Marquis d e S o u r d b a c, for the Ma- 
chines ; and one C h a m p e r o n, for the ne- 
ceflSiry Charges. As foon as this agreement was 
concluded, they fent for the mofl celebrated 
Mufidans from fome Cathedrals in Languedoc, 
with whom Ca m b b rt joined the befl Voices he 
xouM find at^^.£aij;is and elfewhere ; and the 
Opdra of /Po^g^j wras play'd at Paris on the 
TheaCFe of Guenegaud, in the year 1671. The 
Verier were alfo of the Abbot P e r r i n's com- 
;, and were not better liked than thofe of 
However, 'twas afted eight fuccefSve 
Months, with univerfal applaufe : but, during 
^t interval, the Marquis de Sourdeac, 
undtf pretence of the money he had advanced, 
feized. upon the Theatre \ and to make fhift 
without the Abbot Pbrrin, employed M. 
d L B B R T, who compofed the Opera call'd, 
the Pains and Pleafures of Love % which was alfo 
afted on the faid Theatre of Guenegaud. In the 
meantime, John-BaptistLully, ana- 

g 3 tive 
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1678. tive of Florence, Supcrintendant of the King's 
Mufick, taking advantage of the mifunderftand- 
ing among the Partners of the Opera, obtain'd^ 
by the intereft of the Marchionefe of Mow* 
T £ s p A K, that the Abbot P e r b. i n fhould 
make over his Patent to him, for a certain fuin 
of money. This alteration obliged C a m b b t. T 
to go over into England, where he died in 1677^ 
Superintendant of King C h a r l b s the fecond's 
Mufick. LuLLY took into partnerlhip the 
Sieur Vigarini, the King's Machinift, and 
fixed his Theatre at the Tennis-Court of Bel-air^ 
where, in the year 1672, he prefented die pub- 
lick with the Fejtivah of Love and Bacchus ■ 1 
which was a Paftoral, made up of fragments of 
feveral Interludes, the Mufick whereof was 
compofed by L u l l y, to words made by M. 
Qu I N A u L T.^ This Piece was followed by 
the Opera's of " 
and a great maif 
mentioned here, 

M. deSt. EvREMOND bcgins his Obferua- 
tions on Opera^s f with an ingenuous Dedaradon, 
that he does mi greatly admire Reprefenuuions of 
that kind. / own^ fays he, that their Maffdfi- 
cence pleafes me well enough^ that therms fometlixg 
furprizing in the Machines j that the Mufick in 
fome parts is very moving^ and that the whale taken 
together appears wonderful : but it muft be allau^d 
mcy that thefe wonders foon grow tirejome j far 
where the^Iind hasfo little employment^ the Sen/is 
muft needs flag. After the firft pleafure we find in 
thefurprize^ the Eyes are continually looking at the 
QbjeSls^ till at laft they are weary. Qut what he 

thinks 

' Les f efte$ de rAmour 6c de Bacchus. 

'^ Cadmus aiid Hermfone wsspUfd mU7Zi Alcefte, §r 
The Triumph of Alcidcs in 1^74 ; Thcftuf in 167^ % mi4 
Axyt in U7(» ^ 
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moft ridiculous in Opera's, b tbeSinpng iSjti 
if the whole Piece^ from the bmnmng to the end ; 
d! if the perfons reprefented^ baaridtculoujly agreed 
U treat in Mujick^ both the mofi common am the 
mfi important affairs of their lives. Is it to be 
mapned^ adds he, that a Mafter calls bis Ser^ 
V(mty or fends bim on an Errand j ftnpng f That 
we Friend impatts a Secret to another ^ finging ? 
fbat tnen debate in Council^ fi^i^ ^ Infbort^ That 
Orders are given in Battle^ Mff^ ; ^^ that men 
ore kilPd witbfivords and darts in the voice of Mu* 
fick ? ' Not that he pretends to banifh all man-' 
nert>f Sin^g fi'om the Stage : for he obfenres, 
that all that relates to the fervice of the Gods, 
was ever fiing ; and that the Paffion of a Lover, 
the Irrefblution of a Soul tols'd by different Mo^ 
tbns, and other fubjefis of this nature, are pro- 
per enough for Mufick ; but he is of opinion, 
that all that belongs to Converfation and Confe* 
renees ; all that relates to Intrigues and Affairs ; 
all that concerns Counfel and ASlion^ is proper to 
be rehear fed by ASlors^ but ridiculous to be fung bv 
Mufidans. The Grecians^ adds he, made admt^ 
rable Tragedies, where they had fome fining ; the 
ItaRanSj and the French, make forry ones, where 
tbejjh^ all. This gives him occafion to define 
an Opera, which he calls an odd medley of Poetry 
and Mujick, wherein the Poet and Muficiaft^ 
equally confined one by the other, take a world of 
pains to compofe a wretched performance: He 
ihews afterwards, how Comedies might be con* 
trived, where Dances and Mufick might be 
introduced, that would not in the leaft hurt 
tJhe Reprefentadon. From thefe general Con- 
fideradons, he proceeds to fome Refleftions 
on the difierent Genius of Lu l l Y and Cam- 
be rt. He compares the Italian with the 
French Opera'Si and thinks, that as for the man^ 

g 4 ifcr 
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1678, ner of finging^ which they call in France, Exe-- 
cution % no Nation can jujlly vie with the French. 
He afterwards examines the different manner of 
finging of the Italians and the Spaniards ; and 
concludes, that none but the Frenchman fings. 
He backs his opinion by the authority of Ae 
famous L u I G I, who could not endure that the 
Italians Jhould pretend to ftng his Airs^ after be 
bad heard them fung by Nyert, Hilaihe, 
little LA Varenne ; znd faid openly ztRomCj 
that to make fine Mujicky Italian Airs muji come 
out of a French Mouth. M. de St. Evre- 
M o N D acknowledges, at the fame time, ^^ that 
^* no people have a flower Comprehenfion, both 
*r for the true fenfe of words, and for cntrbg 
" into the thought of the Poet, than the 
'^ French 5 and that there are but few that lefe 
*^ underfland the Quantity, and riiat with greater 
*^ difficulty find out the Pronunciation : but 
*' when, by long ftudy, they have furmounted 
** all thefe difficulties, and are mafters of what 
*' they fing, nothing comes up to them/* He 
then proceeds to the Machines, which he alfb 
condemns. 'They may^ fays he, faSisfy the Curi^ 
cfity of ingenious m^n who love Mathematical In^ 
ventions^ but they can never pleafe perfons that 
have a true Tafie of the Theatre. The mere 
they fiirprizey the more they divert the Mind from 
attending to the THfcourfe ; and the more "wonaerful 
they are J the lefs Tendemefs and exquifite Senfe 
they leave in us^ to he touched and charmed 
with Mujick. He obfervcs, that the Andents, 
who fet up their Gods m their Gates^ and. ^• 
ven at their Chimney^orners^ very rarely cx- 
pofed them on the Stage. The Italians re^ 
vived. in their Opera's Detties that were extmS 

in 
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in the ff^orldj and after they had left off diis 167S. 
Cuftom which they had ufd with caution^ the 
Ihrench took it up and cariy'd it to excefs. JVe 
woer the earth j mys he, vnth Deities^ and mate 
them dance in companys^ whereas the Italians were 
eantious rf hrinpng them down upon the Stage ^ hut 
upon the moft important occafions. ** I admii^ 
** Lttlly, continues he^ as well for dire£Hng 
*' the Dances as the Voices and Inftruments : btrt 
•* the Conftitution of our Opera's muft appear 
" altogether extravagant to thofe who are true 
'« fudges of the Probable and the Wonderful. 
•* Ncverthciefi, adds he^ a Man runs a rifque of 
^ having his judgment calPd in queftion, if he 
^ dares declare this good-tafte ; and I advife b- 
" diers, when Aey hear any difcourfe of Opera's, 
** to keep their knowledge a fecret to them- 
" felves. For my part, purfues he^ who am 
** paft the age and time of fignalizing my felf 
•* by new modes or iFancies, I am refolvM to , 
•* fhike in with^Gpod-fenfe, as much abandoned ; 
^ as it is, and to follow Reafon, tho in difgrace, 
•^ with the fame zeal, as if it were ftill in as 
" mudi vogue as formerly.** 

M. DE St. Evremond thought it fo 
comical, to fee every thing, even the moft fa- 
miliar Difcouri^, and the moft trivial Afl^irs, 
fung in Opera's, that he diverted himfelf with 
the Writing a Comedy, called The Ope^a*s% 
wherein he introduces a young Woman, wKo 
by the reading and finging of Opera's, is iarrived 
at thatpafs, that flie never ^aks'to My body, 
but in Metre, and Tune, In a Scene of this 
Piece, he brings in a Ihort Critidfm on the 
Opera's that were then extant ; fuch as the Paf- 
toralof IJfyy Pomona^ The Pains and Peafures of 

Love^ 

! ^ ii» Woib of M; de St ETKOiond J» i>vJM(« 
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1678. ^^^> Jlriadne^ Cadmus^ Alcejlcy Thefeus^ and 
At'js. *Tis an imitation of Cervantes, 
who has a fine judicious Criticifm in his Don 
Sluixoty on the moft famous Romances of his 
day. M. de St. Evremond at the (amc 
time, commends Camber t, Lully and 

QjJ I KT A u L t. 

I fhall add in this place, that fome Italian Mu- 
/ ficians coming into England not many years 
^ ; after, fome perfons wou'd engage him to recant 
\ 1 what he had faid in his Refledions on Opera's, 
\ in favour of the French Singing: whereupon he 
I wrote a fmall Piece, entitled, an Eluciaation^ ^^ 
i which is ironical, and confirms what he had be- 
' fore advanced. 

I fhall now acquaint you how he came to write 
his Dijfertation on the word VAST*. Madam 
M A z A R I N having, amongfl other PraHes, faid 
of Cardinal de Richelieu, that be bad a 
vaft Mindy or Genius % M. d e St. Evre- 
mond maintain'd, that that Expreifion was not 
jufl ; that a Vaft Genius was ts^en either in a 
good or bad fenfe, according to what accompa- 
ny'd it ; that a vaft^ wonderful^ and penetrating 
Genius^ denoted an admirable Capadty ; and that, 
on the contrary, a vaft and immoderate Genius^ was 
a Genius that loft it felf in rambling Thouglits, 
in fine, but airy Ideas •, in Deligns too great, 
and not at all proportioned to die means 
that may render them fuccefsful. After a long 
fdifpute, they agreed to refer the matter to die 
Gentlemen of the FRENCH ACADEMY- 
The Abbot d ? St. Real, then at F^is, hav- 
ing 

' Vol IL pag. 35S. 
* aid.pag. i8i. 

^ Thi French expreffion is, V £(prit vafle, which in BngUJh 
implies, a vaft Genius^ 4 yaft 14M# ^ vaft Soiilj 4 vm 
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iDg been defired to confulc thetn, they gave 1678. 
their judgtneot in favour of Madam M a z a- 
RiK. M. DK SXb EvRSMOND had retrac- 
ted, and confefs'd his error before their Dedfion 
was known : but when he faw it, he wrote a 
Piflertation, where he declares, that bis recanta- 
tion was not fimere^ hut a meer effe£l of Complain 
fancej and a voluntary fubmiffion of his thoughts to 
tbofe of Madam Mazarin. He add^ that 
the r^bl which the Gentlemen of the Academy pre-^ 
tend to^ of regulating the French Language as they 
fleafej is dilutable. Authors have no Authority^ 
iays he, to aholijh old Words becaufe they dotft like 
them^ and to introduce new ones after their fancy : 
all that can be done for them^ is to render them 
majiers of Ufcy when that Ufe is not contrary to 
Judgment and Reafon. There arefome Authors who 
have made Languages perfeSl^ and others that have 
fpoiPd them^ and we muji have recourfe to good 
Senfe to decide the matter. He gives inftances 
pf this, and returning to the French Academy, 
/ own^ continues he, the Jurtfdi5lion of the Aca-^ 
demy. Let it decide whether VAST is a Word 
in iife^ or if it be not^ I will fubmit to their judg-- 
ment : but to know the force and propriety of the 
ferm ; to know whether ^tis a Word of blame, or of 
praifr^ they muft give me leave to be jud^d by my 
own Reafon. Then he enters into the Subjedl, and 
quittto^ the Opinion he had at firfl: maintained, 
zad whdk he thought, fays he, pretty modejl, he 
denys that the Word yaji can ever be a Commenda- 
tion^ and that any thing is capable of reSlifying that 
quality. He maintains that Great is a Perfedion 
in the Mind, Vaft always a Vices that a juft 
and regulated extent makes what is Great ; and 
^ immoderate greatnefe what is Vajl. All this 
he proves by examples drawn out of the beft 

Latw Writers •, after which, he examines the 

Vaji 
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1678. ^^fi Genius which is afcrib'd to H o m e r and 
Aristotle; and the Vaft Soul which is 
attributied to Pyrrhus, Catiline, 
Charles V. and Cardinal d e Riche- 
lieu; and then fhcws, by an exad Difcuffion, 
diat the fine fVorks of thofe celebrated Authors, 
and the Jbimngjitchievements of thofe great Cap- 
tains, ought to be affig^d to other qualities of their 
Minds \ and their Errors and chimerical defigns^ 
imputed to that of Vaft. Thus a dry barren 
iubjefl, which feem'd to promife nothing but 
meer Grammatical Difcuffions, chang'd its nature 
in the hands of M. de St. Evremond, 
and became an excellent Piece of Hiftory, Cri- 
tidfm, and Literature. 

The Duke of N e v e r s ufed frequendy to 
fend to the Dutchefs of M a z a r i n, his Sifter, 
fome copies of Verfes of his own making ; ha- 
ving a Genius for Poetry, tho he gave too great 
a loofe to his raptures, and^ did not fufficiently 
coff eft his compofitions. Neverthelcfs, there was 
fomething new in his thoughts, and in the turn 
he gave them. Madam M a z a r r n having 
communicated to M. de St. Evremond 
an Epfile^ which the Duke of Never s had 
.addrefs'd to the Abbot Bourdelot', de- 
firing him to give her his judgment upon it ; 
M. D E St. Evremond returned her an An- 
fwer *, That there were in that little Piece ^ fome 
Verfes of as hi^ and noMe ftrain^ as he had feen a 
long while before in French. I value them the more^ 
adds he, becaufe therms Novelty and good Senfe ; 
which are not eaftly blended. For our Novelties 
have often a caft cf extravagance ^ and the good 
Senfe winch is found in our Huntings j is generally 

borrowed 

* Sii thi Works of ML de St. Erremond in French^ 
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horra^d from Antiquit'j^ raiber than of our 4)wn i6jB. 
growth. T vffiti*d have tb^ MadermJnlprtd..b^rik^ 
ff^lflfji:^Ci.jhtieHtSy-^ut-would' mt h a ve tb^ m ft^al \ 
ity ands^fsit for their own. I alhw-tbeAntu^nti 
to teach Ui bow.to think welly but. hate ta maki ufo 
pfjk&KJhoughts^ What remains of their Works 
had the advantage of Novelty j when they wrote it. ^ 
whereas^ what we borrow from them now^ is gr^wn 
ebjoletefrom age to age •, a?fd is dropt^ as it were^ 
dead and extinguijh*d into the brain of our Authors^ 
What have we to do with a new Author^ who puts 
forth nothing but old ProduSlions •, who fets bimfelf 
guf with the fancies of the Greeks^ and impofes on the ' 

world their knowledge for his own? A vaft number 
of Rules ^ made three thoufand years ago are fet up t0 
be the Jiandard of whafs writing now-a-^ays ; • 
without con/idering, that neither the fubjeHs to be \ 
treated^ nor the Genius to be conduffedj are the fame. \ 
If we Jhould make Love like Anacreon and \ 
Sappho, nothing would be more ridiculous 3 if \ 
Uke Terence, nothing more Plebeian \ and if 
like L u c I A N, nothing more grofs atd lewd. 
AH Ages have a CharaUer peculiar to themfehes^ 
they have their own Politicks^ their Inter ejisy their 
Affairs ; and their Morals^ infome meafure^ having 
fbeir particular Virtues and Pices. I own *tis all 
Humanity ftill \ but Nature is various in Men : and 
Art J which is nothing but an imitation of Nature^ 
ought to vary as that does. Our Impertinencies art 
not the fame which Horace ridiculed ; nor are 
our Vices the fame which Ju ve N a L lajb*d: we 
tnuft therefore J make ufe of other raillery and re^ 
proofs. 

After the Peace of Nimeguen, M d £ St. 1679* 
EvREMOND wrote an Epfile in Verfe to the 
King ', wherein he indirectly ask'd leave to return 

to 
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x6yg. to his native Country; but it came to nothings 

Count D* O L o N N E having beftow'd great 

praifes on that Piece ; / know not^ fays M. d s 

St. £vr£M0Nd in his Anfwer to him\ 

why you Jhould admire my Verfes^ fince I dorft ad^ 

mire *em my felf\ for I muft inform you^ that in 

the cpimon of a celebrated Mafter in the Art ef 

Poetry % a Poet is always the moft affeSed with 

his awn Compofures. For my party I acknowledge 

abundance, of faults in mine^ which I might correSf^ 

if exaSlnefs were not extremely troublejome to my 

humour^ and did not take up more time than any 

perfon of my age can fpare. BeftdeSj I have anor^ 

ther excufcy whichy f I am not nUftakenj you will 

admit of EJfays are feldom Mafier-fieces \ and 

the Praifes I bejtow upon the Kingj beif^ the firft 

true andftncere Commendations I ever gave^ it can 

be no wonder I had no better fuccefs. As for thofe 

you bejlow upon me^ they are an ingetious Irony^ of 

which rhetorical figure y I was formerly fo great a 

Majlery that the Marefchal d£ Clerembaut 

thought no body but my fdf capable to vie with yon 

in it. Tou ought not to have employed it againfi a 

many who has loft the ufe of ity and who is fo 

much your humble Servant as I am. 

1 680. He afterwards compos'd a litde Picce% where- 
in he enquires into the reafon why the greateft 
Men of Antiquity^ fuch as Alci^iades, 
Agesilaus, Scipio, and Juliu$, Ce-t 
s A R, were fo litde addifted to the Love of the 
Fair Sex ; whilft that wife and learned King, 
S o I. o M o N, was infenfible to all other Qiarms* 
He endeavours to juftify that Prince's conduct ; 
and fuppom his arguments by the e3eamples of 

SyphaX) 
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SypHAX, Augustus, M. db Senbc- 1680^ 
TERRS, and the Marefchal d'Estrb'es. 
However ^ adds he, notwitbftan^ng tbefe Autbori^ 
Hes^ IJhwld highly value a Man who Jhould have 
fttcbftrength cf Judgment^ as ta preferue the relijh 
df Liberty to the end of bis Life. Not that an ab* 
fobtie' Independence is always commendable : for it 
laterally produces Indifference and Ingratitude. Let 
us equally avoid the two extremes of abjblute Sub^ 
jeStioH and entire Freedom \ and content ourfehes 
mtb em eafy and honourable intercourfe^ as agreea^ 
ble to our Friends as to our /elves. If any thing 
mere is required of me than a hearty Concern for 
the Interefis of thofe I love \ any thing more than 
my Jhiall AJfifiaesce^ as weak as it is, when they 
ore in Afire fs \ or more than Difcretion in Conver-^ 
Jktion^ and Secrecy in Confidence ; let them feek 
far a Friend elfewhere^ for I can afford them no 
more. He fliews, afterwards, what diforders 
are ibmetimes produced by what is called Friend- 
fnp ;. and makes it appear that there are diffe- 
rent forts of Friends^ equally dangerous and 
trouUefom. He gives the true Chara&er of 
Fnendlhip ; and obferves how much that Vir- 
me has' been recommended by the Philofophcrs 
and good Men of all ages* In the lafl: place, 
he uke$ notice of the Inconveniences that arife 
from too great a number of Friends ; both in 
reladon to our felves, and to thofe we profefs 
to love. Madam M a z a r i n causM this Piece 
to be printed at.Xondon in 1681, and mali^ 
doufly intitled it, Friend^ip without Friepd/bip : 
dedicated to the Earl rfSt. Albans. 

M» DB St. Evubmond ufedto pals the 
Summer feafon with the Court at Windfor; 
where he often conversed with Dr. Vossius, 
whom the King made one of the Prebendaries 
of Windfor in 1673, Madam Mazarin 

was 
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1680. ^^ ^'^ ^^ much pleafed with the Convcria> 
tion of that Learned Man ; who often eat at her 
Table, and of whom (he ufed to alk Queftions 
on all manner of Subjedbs. I fhall take this op- 
portunity to give you a fketch of Isaac 
V o s s I u s's Charafter. He underftood moft 
European Languages, and fpoke none of them 
well. He had a profound knowledge of the 
Genius and Cufloms of antient Nations ; but 
was entirely ignorant of the Manners of hb Co- 
temporaries. He was unpolite, even m his or- 
dinary way of fpeaking ; exprefling Mmfelf in 
Converfation, as he might have done in a Com<* 
ment upon Juvenal and Pbtronius. 
At the very time he was writing Books to prove 
that the Verfion of the Septuagint was of Divine 
Infpiration, his private Difcourfes intimated that 
he believed no Revelation at all. The unedi- 
fying manner in which he died ', leaves no room 
to doubt his Opinions \ And yet, which is a 

plain 

* Ifaac V^ffim dtti the loth of WArmy, i€i$» 
^ Dr. Haskardy Dean ef IVindfir^ gemg $0 tnfit Um vAk 
Dr. Wickart one of the Prebendaries^ €mtd me prevaU §m 
him to receive the Sacrament^ the he frefs*d him to that.difrea 
as to tell hitn^ that if he would not do it for the Love of €^, 
he hop*d he woa*d do it however for the ffonour bf the 
Chapter. What fellows will pve yeu a farther notian of 
Voffiu^s htumur and fesetiments. A Gentlemmt asUng bpn 
one day what was hecome of a certain Man ef litters that 
he had formerly fem at his Houfe \ Fojfms anfwer'd him 
hUmtly^ eft facrincuhis in pago, 9c nifticos decipit, i* e. be 
is a Parfon in a FiUage, 4tn4 makes Peols ef the Cettsetry* 
People. 1 will add^ that a Gentleman well known m the. 
RefubUck of Letters^ informed me that he had in his eufieiy a 
Latin Letter^ written hy a perfon that was frefent with Vef" 
fitis when he dy*d, in which he fays, that DoHor Hasisrd 
went to vifit him when he was en his Death^bedy and ex* 
horted him to recuve the Sacrament^ hut that he (aid te him^ 
I rather mOj you would tell me how I Ihall ohuge fliy Far« 
t mert 
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plain proof of the wcaknefs of human Under- 1680. 
ftanding, he had a foolijh Credulity for an'y thing 
that was extraordinary^ fabulous^ and pajl belief, 
Thefe are the very words of M. de St. E- 
VREMOND % who liad long enough conversed 
with Vossius, to know him thorowly. 

M. J u s T t L retired with his Family into 1681. 
England, towards the end of the year 1681, in 
order to enjoy the Liberty of his Confcience -, 
and was, fome time after, made the King's Li- 
hrary-Keepen Neverthelefs, he regretted the 
fweets of life he had left behind him in France, 
and often lamented himfelf upon that fubjeft ; 
which gave M. d e St. Ev r e m o n d occafi- 
on to write a Letter to him *, wherein he defends 
die Romifh Church like a Gentleman, with a . 
great, deal of wit and politenefs ; and without 
cngs^ing himielf in the fubterftiges and lidgious 
fubtleties of the Divines. 

Vol. I. h At 

mers to pay me their Rents. The Later adds^ that this was 
his common vjay of talking^ and that Francis du Jon Qwho 
ijd in 1677, eighty eight years ofage^ at the Houfe ofVojJius^ 
h nohom he nvas Uncle by the Mother*s fide) falling fick^ a 
Pnhmdary ofir*d to give him the Sacrament, but Voffius 
effos*d U, faying, *Tis indeed a fine Cuftom eftabli(h*d for 
Stoners ; but my Uncle is no Sinner : he is a Man without 
Vice, Thefe are the very Words of that Letter : 

** Cam Dec'anus Windeforieniis ilium In confinio mor^ 
" tis invifitaret, cumque urbane invicaret ad S. Coenam, dixit 
" Voflius : Doceto quomodo pojfim colonos meos compellore ad 
*' folvendas fuas fenpones : hoc facito. Qus verba ne (ini- 
'^ ftr^ interpreteris, fcias hoc quotidiani fermonis genus ei 
" nativum fuilTe. Simile refponfum dedit Ginonico VP^in* 
" deforienfi Francifco Junio S. Ccsnam ofFerre cupienti : 
*' Hoc ffociofum infiittttum fro peccatorihus : avunculus mens 
*' nthtl minus eft quam feccator, Vitits (aret*** 

' In his Difcourfe to the Marefchalde Crequi, Voltll. 

• FoL I. pag. 171. 
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1682. At that time, the Sieur Mori n, a man of 
obfcure birth, and who had no other merit than 
his being a great Gamefter^ brought over Bai^ 
fet into England, and generally kept a Bank at 
the Dutchefe of M a z a r i n's, who loved that 
Game paflionately. M. deSt. Evrsmono 
wrote tnercupon leveral Pieces in Vcrfe, wherein 
he complains, that the Reading of good Books, 
and agreeable Converfadon was banifh'd, to 
make room for Baf&t. 

1683. There happened in the year 1683 an accident, 
with which the Dutchels of Mazarin was 
extremely affe^led. Baron Bakibr, a Swe-^ 
di(h Gentleman ', fell paffionately in love with 
that Lady, who was not auel to him. Prince 
Philip of Savoy, her Nephew, fought a 
Duel with him, and gave him a wound of which 
he died Madam Mazarin was difoonfolate 
for the lofs of her Lover, and in psun for her 
Nephew, left he fhould be try'd and condemned, 
and lofe all his Benefices in France. She caus'd 
her Apartment to be hung with black ; and 
hardly admitted the Vifits of her bell friendl 
In fhort, fhe exprefsM fuch a deep forrow, that 
M. D£ St. £vr£Mon!) did not doubt but 
(he would go to Spain, and rerire into the 
fame Convent with the Conftable C o l o n n a^s 
Lady, her Sifter. This appeared the more like- 
ly, becaufe the Duke of Ma z a r i n had fent 
over into England Madam Du Rue, a 
Lady of Quality in Province, formerly a Re* 
tain^ to his Dutchefe *, who ufed all her endea- 
vours to feed her griefi and engage her to quit 
England. Thereupon M. d s St. Evre* 

MO>rD> 

/ - . 

* S0n of thi General Banter. 

' See the Memoiri of Madam Mazarin^ in the llld VeU 
fag. 117, 118. 
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MOND, who could not bear the thoughts of i68]; 
Jier abfence, wrote three 0r four Letters to her, 
to comfort and divert her from a dcfign fo in- 
oonfiftent with her happinefs. He made a lively 
reprefencadon to her of all the Inconveniences 
or Convents.; and told her, that in the difpo* 
fidon her mind was iii at prefeht, it would be 
impoflible for her to bear with them. ^' In- 
** deed. Jays i6tf ', if you were mov*d by the 
•* foedal Grace of God to devote your felf en- 
•* tirely to his fcrvice, the hardfliip of your con- 
•* didon m^ht be excused by the ardour of yout 
*• zeal, which would make evety thing fup- 
^* portable to yOu : but I don't find you con-* 
^ vincf d in your confciettce ; and you muft even 
«« learn to beUeve in him whom yoii are going 
** to -fcrvc fo auftcrcly. Y6u will not only 
^ AtA with all the Hardfhips that Nuns under- 
** go, but will mi(s the Spoufe that comforts 
^* theiXL To . you every fort of Spoufe is odi- 
^ <ki8» not only abroad in the World, but even 
*' in: a Monaftery. The being one day in doubt 
^<' about the Happinels of another Lite, ,is fuffi- 
^ dent to caft die devouteft Maid in a Nunnery 
*^ into deipair : for. Faith alone ftrengthens and 
*^ fuppc^ her, and enables her to bear the 
^Mortifications fhe undergoes. Who knows^ 
*• Madam^ whether you will bcUeve but one 
*' ooarter of an hour, what (he nauft ev^er be- 
*^ hevc r» avoid being unhappy ? Who knows 
*f whether the Idea of a promised Felicity, will 
ever be powerful enough td bear you up 
againft the fenfe of prefent Evils ? Nothing 
** is . more reaforiable, td fuch as are fincerely 
•* tonvincqd, than to live under that Aufterity 
^^ jwhich ihcy believe neceffary for their arrival 
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1683. ** at the fruition of eternal bills ; and notliing is 
'* more juft in them who are not convinced, 
*' than to indulge their eafe here below, and to 
tafte with moderation every pleafure for 
which they have any relifh. For this reafon, 
thofe among the Philofophers who believed 
the Immortality of the Soul, made no ac- 
count of the delights of this World ; and fuch 
of them as after this Life expefted no other, 
have placed the fovereign Good in Pleallire. 
You, Madam, profefs a Philofophy entirely 
new : in oppoGtion to Epicurus, you pur- 
fue Pain, Mortification, and Anguifli-; and 
in oppofition to Socrates, you expe6t no 
" reward front Virtue. Without mudi Reli- 
<* gion, you are going to profefs a Religions 
^* Life : you defpife this World, and don*t fet 
*' much value upon the other. Unlefiyoii have 
** found out a third World, created purppfely 
for you, there is no way left to juftify .your 
Condud. We ought^ Madam, to be con- 
** vinccd before we lay a reftraint upon, our 
" felves : we ought not to fuffer^ unlefl we 
" know for whom. In a word, we mull ftudy 
" ferioufly to know God, before we renoiBice 
" our felves. In the midft of this Univcrfe, the 
contemplation of the Wonders of Nature will 
lead you to his Knowledge, on whom it de- 
pends. The fight of the Sun will convince 
you of the greatneis and magnificence of him 
** that form'd it : that wonderful and juft Or- 
*' der which cements and preferves all things, 
** will bring you acquainted with his Wildom. 
" In fhort. Madam, in tliis World which you 
" defign to quit, God lies all open, and ready 
<' explainM to our thoughts : he lies ib clofe 
" in Monafteries, that he rather conceals than 
" manifefts himfelf ; and is fo difguis'd by the 
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*• 'mean and unworthy forms under which he is 1683. 
*• rcprjcfented, that the moft enlightened, have 
** much ado to know him," 6fr, 

M. DE. St. Evremond reprefents the 
Dutchefs here as a Wit ; and you know. Sir, that 
in her Memoirs we are affured, that Cardinal 
M A z A R I N had early perceived her mdination 
to Irreli^on. One of the tbingSy lays the Dutchefs, 
for which be was moji dijfatisfied with us % was 
vur Devotion. Tou cannot imagine bow much be 
was concenfd at our having fo little orft : nor did 
be .omit any ArgumerU be thought proper, to infpire 
us with it. Among the reji^ complaining once to 
us J becaufe we did not bear Mafs every day^ be 
told usj we bad neither Piety^ nor Honour : *' at 
** Icaft, faid be^ if you don't hear it for Go d's 
" lake^ hear it for the World's *." The Dutch- 
efe of M A z A R I N was then very young 5 
there's no doubt to be made, but her Irreligion 
increas'd by her Hufband's extreme Bigotry and 
fantaftical Superftition s and afterwards gather'd 
ftrength in her Travels, by her converfauon 
mih Men of great Wit and Learning, but who 
entertained very free thoughts about Religion. 
Therefore M. de St. Evremond might 
well tell her, that fhe had need of more Know- 
ledge and Grace, before fhe fhould think pf 
turning Nun. But fhe did not put her defign 
in execution : her Nephew was clear'd ; and 
dme having moderated her forrow, ihe had no 
farther thoughts of leaving Great Britain. 

About that time M. de St. Evremond 
made fomc Obfervations upon the Tajie and Jud^ 

h 3 ment 

* M$amng, thi Dutchifs ff Malaria htr felfi h§r S^er^ 
Vib$ afttrwards marmd the ConftabU Colonna ^ and hit Bro^ 
thtr^ thi Duke $f Nivers. 

i $i$ Madam Mazarm*s Memoirs, fag. 14. 
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J 683. ment of the French \ He obferves in the firft 
place, that iho the Genius of the French^ feems 
generally to be mean^ *tis certain that thofe who £-. 
jlinguijh themfelves among them are capable of the^ 
mofi beautiful ProduSfiom: buty he adds, when 
they know bow to perform^ we know not how to 
admire them ; and if we have done jufiice to fome^ 
excellent JVork, our levity does not fuffer it long 
to enjoy the reputation we have given it. He 
wonders, that in fo poMte a Court as that ^ 
France, good and ill Tafte, true and falfe Wit, 
Ihou'd.UkeCloathes be in falhion by turns. He 
gives fome inftances of this variety, as well with 
regard to Men as to Pieces of Wit " Not 
^* but, fays he, there are in France men of very 
folid fenfe, who are never dilguftedt with what 
ought to plea,fe, and never pleas^ with what 
^' ought to gite difguft : but the ignorant or 
•' prejudiced multitirae generally drowns ^ 
*• ftnall nun^ber of true Tudges.*^^ There is m 
Country^ purfues he, ^iiuhire Reafbn is fcarcer 
ihoH in France^ but when His found there^ none 
futer in the uftmrfe. Commonly eifl is Fancy \ 
but a Fancy ff> fine^ and a Caprice fo n»kfe as to 
aobat regards the oufftde^ that Foreigners afham^ ^ 
their good Senfe as a grofs quality^ feek to make 
tiemjeives efteemed at home by the imitation^ our. 
Jl^d^Sj imd forego ejfential qualities^ to afjeSt em. 
Air and Bebavtonr^ which Uis fcarce poffible for. 
tbem to Attain. After havmg IheWn the Advan* 
tages which Fnmce reaps from thi$.Prcpoj9feffion^ 
happy therefore^ fajrs he, that noble and gay Ca^. 
pricey wbich.inakes itfelfhe received by our g^eateft 
memes: however it ought not to ufurp upon Arts^ 
nor pretend imperioufly to decide upon the Produc- 
^s of the Mind vwmt confulting either good: 
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^0fie or ReafoH. He (hews afterwards that 1683, 
tii^e^s a Vice oppofite to this Levity, which is 
alix^ether as unreafbnable ; that is, the pajftonate 
nffeSion for wbai was done in the former^ and our 
diJUke for every thing thai^s done in our ou n time. 
He concludes, with (hewing the difpofltion of 
miod^ which a man muft be in, to make a true 
juif^ent of Men and their JVritings. 

The Dutchefs of Mazarin having re- 1684, 
GD¥er*d her health after a great (it of (ickne(s in 
1684, faid one day, fmiling, (he (hould be glad 
ID know, what people would fay of her, after her 
Peach ? This was fuffident to engage M. d £ St. 
EvUJPMOND to write her Panegyrick, under 
die title of a Funeral Oration^: wherein he takes 
Bocice of her Birth ; of the Uluftrious perfons 
(bat demanded her in Marriage *, of the motives 
that induced the Cardinal to beftow her on the 
Puke ofLAMEiLJLERAYB, and what Judg- 
ment was pa(s'd upoq it ; of that Duke's fooli(h 
iwl ridiculous Devotion ; of the ill ufage Madam 
M A,z A R I N received at his hands, which, at laft, 
jorc'd her to part from him 5 of the feveral 
Journeys (he was obliged to take ; of her abode 
at Cbambery ; of her coming into England, of 
the A|)plau(e (he was received with, and of her 
agreewle way of living here. Madam Maza- 
rin^ (ays he, no fooner arrive f to any place^ but 
fie efiabli/hes a Houfe there ^ which caufes all the 
others to be ab^dotfd. ^he greatefi Freedom in the 
uporld is to be feen there ^ and an equal Dijiretion : 
every one is more commodioufly ufed there than aP 
kome^ and more refpeStfully d>an at Court. *7Jj 
truej there are frequent difputes there^ but then it 
is mib more knowle^e than heat : it is not done 
Wi ef (k fpirit of contradiSiony but fully to dif. 
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1684. cover the matters in agitation \ rather to animate 
Converfation than to inflame it. What they game 
for is inconjtderable ; and as they play only for di^ 
verfion^ you cannot difcover in their faces^ either 
the fear of lofing^ or the for row for having loft. 
Nay^ fome ai*e fo far difinterefted^ that they are 
reproached for rejoicing at their lofing^ and afliSiing 
themfelves *i:jhen they are mnning. Gaming is re-- . 
lieved by the moft delicious Repafts in the world. One 
may there fee every thing that comes from France 
for the_ delicate ; and all thal^s brought from the 
Indies^ for the curious 5^ and even the moft common 
meats become rare^ from the exqtiiftte relifh which 
is beftcv/d upon them. 

He wrote afterwards two little Difcourfes on 
Religion. In the firft of which ', he fhews the 
unhappy ftate of thofe who live in Doubt ; the 
advantages of (incere Devotees ; and the various 
judgments that are palsM on thofe who leave the 
World, for a retir'd Life, He ftiews in the 
other Piece, that Devotion is our laft Love • ; and 
that a converted Sinner, generally intermixes the 
idea of his worn-out Palflions, with the moft 
tender fentiments of his Devotion. In a Letter 
which he then wrote to a. Lady who difigyfd to 
iurn Devout s •, he difcovers the motives that ge- 
nerally induce Women to turn Devout, and 
the fecret Springs which animate their Devotion. 
Then he gives advice to his Friend, to direft 
her conduft in the new ftate fhc was going to 
enter into. 

1685. M. DE St. Evremond loft his Penfion 
by the Death of King Charles II. in the 
year 1685 ; and as he cou'd not rely on the Af- 
feftion of King James, altho this Prince had 

ftewq 

» Vol llf pag. 333, 
* Ihid. pag. 337. 

! iH4* f^Z: 3^9j 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. cxad 

ihewn himfelf extreme kind to him, he dcfired 1685. 
his Friends to renew their endeavours to procure 
his return to France. The Marefchal b e C r e- 
Qjj I advifed him to write to the King, and 
promised to deliver his Letter : but it had no 
moire efFeft than the former. We did not find 
that Letter in M. d e S t. E v r b m o n d ' s 
Papers ; but here follows what he wrote at the 
fame tune to the Marefchal d e C r £ qu i : 



cc 



I fend you herewith, my Lord, the Letter 
you have advifed me to write to the King, 
and which you have fo obligingly promised 
" me to deliver to his Majefty. You will find 
** in it a perfeft fubmiflion, and a fincere repen- 
•* tance of a fault, of which I have no know- 
*' ledge, but by the punifliment I undergo for ic 
" This alone is to me a convidUon of my 
** crime : if I did not know that the King 
" puniflies no body that has not deferv'd it, 1 
** (hould be ftill unfenfible of my having offend- 
** ed. As the afFedions of the heart caft a 
" cloud before the underftanding ; fo the zeal 
•* I felt within me for every thing that concerns 
** the King, did not fufFer me to believe that I 
'* could offend him. A little lefs confidence in 
** my zeal, and more precaution, would have 
*' made me ftay in France, where I fhould have 
♦* had the honour to converfc with your Lord- 
** (hip ; which would have been the greateft 
•* happiftefe of my life. But a man muft adapt 
•* himfelf the beft he can to the ftate he is in, 
*• without feeking a vain comfort in the remem- 
** brance of his paft condition. After all, I can- 
** not account my felf very unhappy : if fortune 
^* -has deprived me of a fmall Eftate, Ihe has af- 
'* forded me a glorious experience; I mean, 
^' my Lord, of your Friendfhip, which I find as 
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1685. " warm and hearty, after five and twenty years: 
^^ abfence, as it could have been if I had the 
♦* honour to be widi your Lordfhip every day. 

^^ As for the advice you gave me to praile 
^* his Majefty, you will give me kave not ta 
«< follow ic Your A6Fe£Uo^ for me, makes you 
^< &ncy, that I could give ^n agreeable turn to^ 
^< his praifes : but I know how dangerous it is 
<^ to commend a Prinqe, who has more tafte 
^* and difcernment, than thofe who commend 
^^ him have either wit or genius. Moft praifes 
^< are grois, and therefore naufeous ; moS^d^ 
*^ and 10 difagreeable ; far-fecch'd,. and confe- 
•* quentlv ill-fuited with the fubjeft; I muft 
*' have fallen into one or other of thofe incon- 
** veniences ; and I chufe rather not to praife at 
*' all, than not praife well. *Tis a great pre- 
^' fumption for a man to think, he can fet off 
** things, that fuflfciently fet off themfelves : 
^^ they need but be named, to make an impref-. 
^* fion on men's minds. When ever they are 
^^ mentioned, I am the firft that's aSeded widi 
^ them : but I do not venture to lanch out inca 
^' prai£es, that perhaps mi^ht wrong chem ; and 
^ I think I do more in their behalf, by careliilly 
^ avoiding to daub them, than others by curi* 
^^ oufly endeavouring to erobellifli them/' 

M. D£ St. Evremokd wrote about diit; 
time, his RefiedUons oh the Pcems of thi AiUients^ 
and on the Wonderful diat is found in them. He 
ihews m that firft Piece % that how admir^le 
foever Hom b r's Poems are, yet it would be ri- 
diculous for a man co write after that Model in 
our Age, wherein every thing is diang'dt as; 
Religion, Politicks, Morals, T^e, Mannen 

and^ 
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and Cufioms. In the other Piece ' he obferves, 1685. 
dnt die Wonderful in tlie Poems of the Antients, ' 
afaflmfftedly confider'd in it felf» is litde Ida . 
^mnge and odd, than that of Kni^ht-^rrantiy : . 
he fliews diat the Poets have committed the moft i 
infimoos A&ior|s to the raanaf;ement of dieir \ 
Gods and Goddefies \ and this ^ves him occa* \ 
Im to examine two conmion Sayings, that feem 
R^ oontradid one another : die one, that Poetry 
ij l&r Lauffiap cf the Gods ; the other, thai there 
is no greater fool in nature than a Poet. 

M« Bbrnier came about this dme inta 
Ei^huuL He ofben conrerfed with M. d b S t. 
Evremoud; and the efteem they had bodi 
for G A SSBN D I, die Reftorer of the Philofophjir 
^Ei^rcvRUS, generally led their Difoniiu 
to the Do&rine of that antient Philofbpher, 
This ^v^ M. D B St. £tr b m o n d occafion 
to wnte a little Piece *, wherein after haying ac- 
knowledged, that of aU the opinions of the Pht<« 
fejbphers concerning the ibvereign Good, none 
appears to him io rational as that of £p i cu- 
lt v 8, who makes it to confiil in Voluptuoufhefs, 
or Pkafure ; he adds, that it is, however, no 
et^ matter to determine, what he meant by the 
wwd Vok^tuoufnefs ; fuch is die variety of Opi- 
idons among the Anden^s, about the Morals of 
dttt Philofopher. He afterwards relates the 
jod^Mients that have been pafi^d upon him, both 
bv tus enemies and advocates ; and without gi- 
ving aUblute credit to either, examines himfelf 
what can be moft rationally aflerted upon that 
fut:geA. He does not believe that Epicurus 
defi^n-^d to introduce an auftere and infenfiUe 
Voluptuoufiiels, ooniUting in the mortification of 
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1685. the fenfes: for he thinks that fuch a Voluptuouf- 
nefs is more rigid than the Virtue of the Stoicks ; 
and he cannot apf^ehend, that a Philoibpher, 
who did not believe the Immortality of the Sou!^ 
and knew no other felicity than that of tins JVorldj 
would be willing to mortify his SenfeSj and chufe 
to diet upon Bread and Water ^ in order to attain 
the fupreme happinefs of Life. I wonder j adds 
he, they don*t fix the Voluptuoufnefs of fuch an 
Epicurus in Death ; for to conftder the mifery 
of his Life^ one would be apt to think that his fu- 
preme Good muji be Death. M, d e S t. E v r e- 
M o K D is of opinion, that Epicurus was a 
very wife Philofopher^ who^ according to different 
times and occafions^ loved Voluptuoufnefs in Repofe \ 
or Voluptuoufnefs in Motion : and that tins difference 
of Voluptuoufnefs^ has occafion^d the various repu* 
tation^ that Philofopher has undergone. He after- 
wards takes notice of the great changes which 
Age and Refledlion produce both in our opinions 
and humours ; and concludes, V/V no wonder thai 
in fo great a variety of views^ and pafftons^ E p i-: 
c u R u s who has written more than any other 
Philofopher^ hath varioufly treated the fame fulh 
je£}j according as be has differently viewed it^ inr 
been affeSled with it. He is therefore of opinion 
that we ought to confider him differently, when 
in health and the vigour of youth, from what 
he was in ficknefs and old age. In the firft 
ftattc, he enjoyed with oeconomy the moft lively 
and moft rapturous pleafures ; and when he 
became infirm and languid, he had no reliih 
but for the indolence and tranquillity of mind, 
in which* the happinefs of old age confifts. 
. M. DS St. Evriemond addrefs'd thi^ 
Piece to Monfieur B e r n i e r. Some time after. 
Madam d b L'E n c l o s having defired to know 
■ of bini> whether he w^ the Author of the Re- 
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flexions on the Doilrine of Epicurus j that were 16S5. 

Sinted at Paris with his Name, he affur'd her 
cy vrere not his. Tou wou*d know^ fays he, 
whether I wrote tbofe, Refledtions upon the Doc- 
trme of Epicurus, winch are fathered upon me. 
I ndgbl honour m^ felf with them : but as I don^t 
hve to give my felf a merit which I have no right 
to J I will tell you ingenuoufly that they are not 
mine. I have a great difadvantage in thofe little 
Trails that, are printed with my Name. Some of 
them are well wnV, which I dotCt own^ becaufe 
they dorft belong to me 5 and among thofe which I 
have writ J they have inferted a great many imper^ 
tinent tbit^s^ ' which I dorft take the trouble to 
difown. At my Age^ one hour of Life well im- 
proved J is of more-motnent to me^ than the concern 
of an indifferent Reputation. How hard it is for 
a man . to diveft himfelf of Self -love 1 I quit it as 
an Author J I r^ume it as a Philofopher^ fittding 
a fecret pleafure in neglecting what others fo 
eamefily purfue. 

Thofe Reflexions iipon the'DoSirine of ^i?u 
cuaus, which you thought to be M. de Sr. 
E V RE M o N D*s ', are M; Sara sin's : you 
wflt find them in his New JVorks printed at Paris 
in 1674 •. M. D E S T. E V R E M o N D fent 
hisDifiourfe upon Epicurus* s Morals to Madam d e 
L'£kclos; and Monfieur BERNiEk being 
lately dead, he addrefs'd it to that Lady;, under 
die Name of the Modern Leontium. She defir'd 
to know of him likewife, what difpofition his 
mind was in at that time ; whereupon he fent 
her the following Sonnet : 

The 

■ 

^ U$th€ Hiftorica! and Critical DiAionary m the Article 
ef EfMcunis R«i». (L) 

* Theft Reflexions are inferted among the befi Pieces af- 
ir^ed to M. de St. Evremond, Vol. III. fag, 17 9 • 
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1 685. The fweetefi moments I enjoys 

Are when good Books my thoughts employ : 
fVhen I apply my felf to write ^ 
^Tts not my Bufmefs^ but Delight. 

My tajle of Satyr is no more^ 
And I malieious prdfe give o^er : 
But vAen imth truth I can commend^ 
^Tts pleafant then to pleafe a Friend. 

Far from France my life I leadj 
Far from plenty^ far from need 5 
f^ith my vulgar fate content^ 
And the Utile Heaven has lent. 

Virtue^ if not fowV^ Ichoofei 
Pleafure^ if not wild and loofe \ 
Life I love J but do not fly 

At Deaths s approach^ not fear to £e. 

■*"■ ' • . »> 

1686. In die year 1.686. the Earl of S u n p b r* 
LAN Dy.prc^os'd to King J a aces to creai:e:iQjf 
M. D j£ S T. E V R E MO N D a Pkce oi Secretary 
of tbje Cabinet^ whofe province fhould l|C to 
write the King's private Letters to the foreigot 
Princes. The King approved my Lord S|jk« 
D £ RL A N D*s motbn : ^but M. Dr£ St. E^vrb* 
M o N D thought it did not become him to ac* 
cept fuch an Office. However, he told that 
prime Miniiler, that he w^ very niuqh ot>lig'd 
to him for his kindncfs ; and defired him withal^ 
to return the King his humble Thanks for the 
honour he intended him: adding, he'ihould ac- 
count himfelf very happy to be able to ferve^Us 
Mujefty ^but that a man of his ag^ ought tO;t)iii)k 
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tDf nothing, but how to husband the little time 26&6L 
lie had to live, and to fpend it in eafe and trail* 
quiUity. 

TheDifcourfe he compos'd at that time, Om ^ 
Retirement \ contains feveral Reflections on the 
ordiimry ddfedb of Old Men, atvd on the rea- 
sons tlKit ought to induce them to leave the 
World. He obferves, diat of all Retirements, 
none were preferable to a Monaflerjr, if $bere 
ntnre alUu/atbe necejfar'j com9emencis for the tody^ 
tmd a reafimable faiisfaSion for the nrntd. He 
wiihes there were eftabliih- d Societies, whither 
Gentlemen might retreat, after they have done 
die PUblick all the fervice they are able : and 
where they might relifli both the joy of a pbus 
Solittide, and the innocent pleafure of a polite 
and agreeable Converfadon. He tells us, that at 
M.Fou^U£T*sPri(bn, die Nkrfhal d b C l s« 
Its MBA vT had bis bead full ef fuch notiomof 
Rairemeni ; adding, that as for himfelf, ^* altho 
•* he be perfuaded, that there are times, where- 
"^ in ^ the higheft pitch of wifdom for a man 
•* to retreat ; neverthelefs he trufls muoh more 
** to Nature than to Reafon for his Retirement.'* 
•Sa by her Impulfe^ continues he, that in the 
midft of the World I now retire from the World it 
Jf^» I am ftill in ity as to whatpleajis me% but 
M^ out of it^ as to what incommodes me. I daily 
Jbtal MWjfnm trouUefome acquaintances^ and tire^ 
jfime C9nverfiUions : I daily feek s fwett Inter cour ft 
rviib my Priends^ and place my ff-eateft delight in 
the delicacy of their Converfation. After the rate 
lUve^ ^tis-neither a full Society^ nor yet a perfiQ 
Hitti r^ me n t. *^s only an innocent coj^nmg of my 
fSf io ihofe iieH^ts which beft 4gree with my in* 
dinatwns. Dijgufted with Vice as too ffofs^ and of^ 

fended 

5 Vfil 11. M* 570ip 
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1686. fended mtb the ,pra£lice of Virtue us too fever e^ I 
fojfefs all tbofe barmlefs pleafures that are moft 

j fuitable to the Repofe of my Old Age^ and affeSf 
^ me only in proportion to the degfee of the pleafurahle 
fenftbility lam ftill capable of 

1687. The Dutchels of Bouillon being come 
over into England in the year 1687, to give a 
vifit to the Dutchefs of.M a z a r i n, her Sifter, 
the celebrated M. de la Fontaine wrote 
her a very gallant witty Letter ; which, at her 
defire, M. db St. Evremond anfwered for 
her: and this was acknowledged by a Letter of 
thanks from M. d e la Fo n ta i n e '. That 
illuilrious Author had gained fo great a Reputa- 
tion in England, that my Lady Harvey *, 
the Puke. of D e vo n s h i re, the Lord Mon- 
tague, and theLord G o d o l p h i n, having, 
fome- years after, been informed, that his cir- 
cumftances were but indifferent at Paris.; they 
refolved to invite him to London ', and engaged 
to fecure him an honourable Subliftence : and 
*tis very likely he would have come over, had 
he not been hinder'd by the infirmities of old 
age. . 

The 

* V^U !!• fag. 379, 0'c» 

* EHzabith Montague, Wid(nu of Str Daniel Harvey, An* 
ha/fador from King Charles II. to Conftantinofle, where he 
died. This Lady had a vafi deal of Wit, and a Genius for 
the mofl refined Polieieks. She had a great hand in feveral 
Alterations in the Minifiry under Charles II. and contributed 
more" than any body^ tpwards the hringipg over the Dutchefs of 
MazArin to England^ with whom fie afterwards contra^eda 
very great Intimacy. As fie went to Paris in 1683, M.de la 
Fontaine frequently had thehonour to fee her at the houfe of her 
Brother my Lord Montague, the Englifi Ambaffadmr % and fie 
was f leafed to give him thefukjeeifir the Fable of the Engufli 
Fox. T%ss Fable At* de la Fontaine infcribed to the Lady 
Harvey. She dud in 1702. 

^ See the Letter from Madam de PEnclos^ Vet. II. fag. 435* 
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The next year, M.deSt.Evremond wrote i6S8. 
a Letter to Dn le F eV r e, a famous London 
Fhyfidan, wherein he gave his Judgment on thefe^ 
vend Accounts ofSiam by the Chcvahert) e C h a tr- 
MONT, Father Ta c h a r d, and the Abbot de 
Choi SI % and alfo on Confucius. Bjr 
this Piece it appears, that he had no great opi- 
nion, either of C o nf uc i u s, or of China : but 
he 4^eaks more particularly of that Country^ 
in the Letter he wrote about the fame time to 
M.- Ju STE.L, upon occafion of the Difpute be- 
tween M. LiMBokcH and the Jew Oro- 

BIO *. 

You know, Sir, that in the year 1685, a Book 
intitled. The Life of the Vtjcount dbTurenne, 
was puWiflied under the feigned name of M. d u 
Bu issoN, firft Captain, and Major of the Re- 
^ment ofVERpELiN*. The Houfe of Turen- 
ne was iy diflati^fied with it, that they refblved 
to pitch upon fome good Pen, to write the Life of 
that great Captam ^ The Cardinal d e B o u i l- 
L 6 N, who knew thatM. deSt.Evremond 
had been well acquainted with M. d e T u r e n- 
N E, and doubted not but he had ftudied his 
Grenius, defired he would furnifh him with 
ibme Memoirs towards his Hiftory. M. de 
St. EvREMOND fent him a litdc Piece \ 

Vol I. 1 where 

« V%U 11. fAg. 405. 

• Ihtd. p. 405. 

3 Sfi Mr. Bayle*s Rcponfe aux Queftions d*im Provincial, 
T§m* I. pag. 224. 

^ The ckrice fell upon the Abbot BAgmnet \ but his work is 
n0t yet pttbli/b*d» Father le Long in his Hiftorical Library of 
France, n. 13^57, tells us that this Munufcript Wftory of M* 
d$ Turenne is compofed with a great deal of care and exaft- 
ne& from the Memoirs of his Family and by their Order, fo 
that this Life, 'wM in all probability^ be qmte d^ent from 
that he has given tts of Oliver Cromwell, in wbieh there are 
atmeifi as tnany Lyes and Blunders as Periods, 

« Vokllhpag. u 
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1688. where, in the firft place, he mentions by what 
fteps the Marefchal deTurenne raifed him- 
fclf to the Command of Armies. He fhews 
what particular efteem die Prince of C o n d e' 
had for him, and with what application he en- 
deavoured to improve himfelf, not only by his 
actions, but alfo by his converfation. " I re- 
" member, fay be^ he ask'd him one day, bow 
*' be would manage the War in Flanders ? Make 
*' but few Sieges, anfwer^d tbe Marefcbal nig 
" T u R £ N N E, and give many Batdes. When 
" you have once rendered your Army fuperior 
" to that of the Enemy, both by the number 
" andgoodnels of the Troops; (which you have 
" near done already by the Battle of Roaoi v) 
when you are once mafter of the open Coun- 
try, the Villages will be of as much feryice 
" as the fortifiea Towns : but men rather place 
" their honour in reducing a Fortrefs, than in 
^' the means of making an eafy conqueft of a 
" whole Province, If the King of Spain had 
*' laid out as much in forming Armies as it coil 
him in men and money tp make Sieges and 
fortify Places, he would by this time, have 
*' been the moft potent ICing in Europe." M* 
DB St. Evrbmond mentions fome of the Ma- 
refchal deTurenne's great Aftions ; fhews 
what important fervices he did the Court during 
the Civil Wars; and makes afterward fome 
refledlions on his zeal for the welfare of the 
State, and the honour of his Cbuntry, on 
his improvement of the Military Difcipline, on 
his conduia in relation to Cardinal M a z a ri n, 
on his Change of Religion, and, in the laft 
place, on the marks of efteem and gratitude 
with which the King honoured him, even af- 
ter his Death ; his Majefty having ordered 
him to be interred at St. Dennis, among the 

Kings 
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Kings of France. M. de St. Evremond 168811 
acquaints us in that Piece, with a particular, 
wluch^ perhaps, you will be glad to find here } 
vrihidbis, that the Marefchal db Turenne al- 
lowed Fortune little or no ftiare in the Events of 
War, but was of opinion, that the.Lofs of a . 

Batde was ever to be afcribed to the ill Conduft 
of die Generals. When a man boafts^ faid he^ 
thai be has heenpiilty of no errors in War^ he con- 
vinces me that he^bds not ieen. long afoldier. He 
£dd iikewife, tliat he loft the Battles of Mariendal 
and. Rhet^l only for not ftri6Uy purfuing the 
Maxims of WaTk 

IS/L DE St. Ev re Mono revifed at that 
time, the Parallel between the Prince of Coin dz^ 
(ind the Marefchai. de Turennb •, which he 
had rough drawn during his ftay in Holland '; 
A Fragment of it Wasinfcrted in xh^. Memoirs for 
the JLafe of the Prince ^ C o n d E' *, and reprinted 
at Rms five years ago, in a Colledion of Mif. 
jpellanies, publifhed under the name of M. d £ 
St. Evremond. . . 

The Revolunon which raifcd the Prince of i68gi 
O R AN o E to the Throne of Great Britaih, was 
^vantageous to M.. d e St. Evremond: 
ThaC Priijce had been very kind to him in Hdl- 
land, suid when he came to bd King of Eng- 
land, gave him feveral fubftantial marks of his 
Favour. He often took him into his Parties of 
Plcalure, and loved to converfe with him, and 
to hear him talk of the great Captains that ho; 
had . feen in France, and of the rpilitary tranf- 
a&ons to which he had been witnefi. 
. M. DE St. Evremond thought of no- 
thing but ending his days in peace in jl^ngland, 

i 2 when 

^ Vol. lil. fag. II. 

* Thefi Memoirs^ printed at Cflogk, or ratbir at' Amfttir* 
tttiin, in 169$, lutre written hy M. la Brunt. 
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1689. when he received Letters from the Count dc 
Grammont, acquainting him that the King 
of France had declared, that he^ might return^ and 
Jhoiild be well received. His Majelly perceiving 
that a War was breaking out between the two 
Nations, thought it would be dangerous for 
M. DE St. Evremond to ftay with a Peo- 
ple ejcafperated ag^nft France : but his merit 
had acquired him the general efteem and good- 
will of the Englifh. The Count de Gram- 
MONT congratulated him upon the favourable 
regard the King had for him, and defired 
him to haften his Return ; as did feveral other 
perfons of diftindtion : but they were very much 
furprized, when they faw he had no mind to 
leave England. He anlwer'd Count d e G r a m- 
M o N T, that he had a deep fenfe of gratitude 
for the favour his Majefly intended him, and 
would have readily accepted it, were he in a' 
condition to enjoy it •, but that the Infirmities 
almoft infeparable from old Age, wou'd not per- 
mit him to undertake fuch a Journey, and- to 
leave a Country where he lived very agreeably. 
At that time, fome Members of the Houfe pf 
Commons, zealous Reformers, compldned a-; 
gainft the Dutchcfe of M a z a r i n, and -moved, 
that ihe might be fent out of England ; but no. 
regard was had to their Remonftrances. The King 
pitying the unfortunate condition of that illuftn- 
ous Lady, took her into his protedion, and al- 
lowed her a Penfion of two thoufand Pounds a 
year. 'Tis true, that fhe was reduced to very 
great extremity, being very deep in Debt, perfe- 
cuted by hejr Creditors j and no remedy leifc The 
Duke of M A z A R I N, who fquander'd the im- 
menfe Eftate fhe brought him, among a pack 
of Monks and Devotees, left her in want of 
eyery thing. For about fi&een years fhe had 

2 received 
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fcceiv*d nothing of the Penfion of 24000 1689, 

Livres^ 'whieh he had engaged to pay her. The 

Jfigotry of the Devotees fupplies the place of all 

wtue with them, and they think themfelves 

CTCufed from all manner of Obligations civil and 

natural. The Duke of Mazarin did not 

only deprive his Dutchefe of the enjoyment of 

niiac was due to her, but attempted to put it out 

rf her powtr for ever to claim iL He entered 

an Action ^ainft her for living feparately from 

kim, i and demanded, chat in cafe (he refiifed to 

return home, fhe might be declared to have 

forftoced all her right to Contradh. The 

Daedh^ remonftrated, that Ihe could not leave 

E^lalnd without paying the Debts fhe had con* 

trained here ; but the Duke of Mazarin had 

AOt f3 taoc a regard to jullice. He perlifted in 

his I>emands, and got her condemned by a 

Decree of die Grand Council. 

The Pleading which Monfieur E r a r d, the 
Duke of M a z a R I n's Conndl at Law, made 
againft her, was printed at Paris fome time af- 
ter the Trial of tbatCaufe was over ; but did not 
come to the Dutchefs's hands till the year 
1696. She was fo enraged at the manner in 
wUch ihe was treated in that Wridng, that fhe 
caufe^.'^ui Anfwer to be made to it ; but ha- 
ying communicated the fame to M. de Sr. 
£ ▼ R e MO N D, he did not like it, and took up- 
6n him to write one himfelf. He defigned to 
have inferred nothing perfonal againft the Duke 
pf M a z A R I N ; but the Dutchefe oppofed it,^ 
laying, ^ itnew ^ery welly a Wife imght not to. 
ffffrom her Hu'sband ; and tber^are notUn^ hut a 
lively reprefentation of bis Injujiice and Folly could 
juftify her to the World. Nor would fti6 fuffer 
Monfieur Erard to be fpared, f(rr havings 
fiddedi ihe, tranjgreffed the laws of truths good 

i 3 fenfiy 
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1689. fenfe^ and decencj^ in relation to her. M. d e St* 
E V R E M o N d's Anfwer to M. E r a r d*s Plead- 
ing, was publilhed in London in the year 1696, 
with this title : An Anfwer to the Pleading of M. 
H E R A R D, Advocate in the gfand Council^ or ra^ 
iber to the InveSIivey or Libel j which the Duke of 
M A z A R I N caufed to be printed againji bis Lady 
the Dutcbefs. There was a Preface written by 
Mn John Du B OUR DIE u % containing an 
Encomium on the Dutchefs oFMazarin ; 
but M. DE St. Evremond thought it was 
too long, and abridged it. * 

5692. The Difpute which arofe in France about the 
Antients and the Moderns, was often the fubjc(9: 
matter of Convcrfation at the Dutchels of M a- 
z A R I n's : and becaufe M. de St. Evre- 
mond generally took the part of the Moderns, 
and commended the bell French Authors, Ihe 
engaged him to write his Judgment on M a l- 

HERBE, VoiTURE, SarASIN, BeNSE- 

kADE, Corneille, Racine, De$- 
FREAux, and laFontaine^ Hk alfo 
wrote about that time a 00^ of Verfes, wherein 
he maintains, that as to rhilofophy. Wit, and 
Gallantry, the Moderns excel the Antients ♦. 
1693. The Putchefs ofMAZARiN falling fick in 
1693, M. DE St. Evremond wrote a Dw- 
hgue in Verfe • between the Old Man^ that is, 
himfelf, and Death : which, as was very well ob- 
.ferved% is m imitation of' the Prologue of the 

■ ' ' . ' ' Aicefies 

■ A Mtmfyp of tbe,Trineh Church in the Savoy,,' who m 
170^ puhUfifd an Hiftorital Difiertation upon the Thebes^i 
'Ltpon i pUinly f roving it to bo fabulous. 

■ ^ Vol. III. fag. tj. 

A y0Lll.fag.4tj. 

^ Suthi Works of M. ie St. Evremond in Ptmtch. 

* Sii thofaid Works in French. 

* Memoires pour THtftoire dcs Sciences Sc des beaujr 
A^ ^ Janv. 1706. fag. )o; 31. 
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Alceftes in Euripides ; tho it furpaffes its Original by 16,^3. 
the Delicacy of the turn^ and the nice fatyr that 
runs thro* it. The ^ejlion is^ whether any body 
will die for the Dut chefs (?/'Mazarin? And this 
gives the Author occafton to mufter up all the 
Friends^ of both Sexes^ of the illujlrious feck Lady \ 
that is to fay^ almoji the whole Court of England, 
^eir Chambers are touched with a mafierly hand. 
Not lor^ after, the Abbot de Chauliev 
lent a Poem to theDutchefs of M a z a r i n, 
and with it a Letter in Verfc ', which contained 
a very delicate Encomium upon M. d e St. 
EvREMOND. That ingenious Abbot com:? 
pixtd him to Ovid ; to which he anfwered 
thus : " There's no Comparifon but what's 
** injurious to you ; there's no advantageous 
** one, which I may claim with reafon. That 
*.' of Ovid does not fute with me. He was 
" the moft witty and the moft unfortunate man 
^ of his time : I am not like him, either as to 
** wit or misfortunes. He was exiled among 
** Barbarians, where he made fine Verfcs ; but 
*' fo melancholy and doleful, that they raife as 
** great contempt for his weakneJs, as compaf- 
^' fion for his difgrace. Where I am, I daily fee 
*' the Dutchefs ofMAZARiN; I live among 
** fociable people, who have a great deal of 
** merit, and a great deal of wit. I make very 
" indifferent Verfes ; but fogay, that they make 
^^ my Humour to be envy'd, white they make 
*' my Poetry be laugh'd at. I have too litde 
^* Money ; but I love to be in a Countrywhere 
*' there^s enough : befides, the ufe of it ends with 
^' our Lives ; and the confideration of a greater 
" evil, is a fort of remedy againft a kfler^ Thus 
V, you fee I have feveral Advantages over 

i 4 Ovid. 
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1.693. " Ovi D. 'Tis true he was more fiwtunate at 
" Rome with Julia, than I have been at Lon- 
" don with Hortensia: but the favours of 
Julia were the occaGon of his misfortune, 
and the rigours of H o r t e n s i a do not 
make a man of my age uneafy. 

^^95' M. D E S T. E V R E M o N D being included in 
the Tax the Parliament had laid on Bsltchelors, 
took occafion from thence to write a Copy of 
Verfes full of fire and gaiety '. 

X 090, Yj^^ Count D £ G R A M M o N T fell dangeroufly 
ill in the year 1696 •, of which the King being in- 
formed, and knowing befides that he was in- 
dined to Libertinilm ; he was pleafed to fend 
this Marauis of Damgeau to fee how he did, 
and to advife him to think of God. Hereupon 4 
Count DE Grammont turning towards his J 
Wife, who had ever been a very devout Lady, / 
tojd her, Countefs^ if you dorft look to it^ H A}fi- I 
c E A u, will juggle you out of my Coffuerfwn. Mst- 
dam D E L*E n c l o s having afterwards written 
toM. DE St. Evremokd, that Count de 
Grammont was recovered, and turned De- 
vout -, / have learned^ anfwered he to her \ 
with a great deal of pleafure^ that Count de 
Grammont has recovered his former Healthy 
and acquired a new Devotion. Hitherto I ha^e 
been contented with being a plain honeft man ; but I 
muji dofomething more^ and I only Wi^it for youf* 
epcumple to become a Devotee. Tou live in a Country 
where people have wonderful advantages of faving 
their Souls. There Vice is almojt as oppqfite to the 
Modcy as to Virtue ; finning paffes for ill^eeding^ 
and fhocks Decency and gosd Manner s^ as much as 
Religion. Formerly it %vas enough to be wicked^ 

now 

» Sfi the Works of M. di St. Evremcn4 in Im^k 
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mw ^ne mufi he a faunifel witkal^ to he damrfd i6q6. 
in Fmnce. They who have mi regard enough for 
another Life^ are led to Sahuatioh fj the confidera-- 
ti$ns and ^ties <^ this. 

fothe year 1^97, M. d£ St. Evremond 1697. 
compoied a Iktle Piece agahft the Abbot R e- 
NAVDOT^ on the fobbed df \ht Hiftotical and 
Critkdi Dishonor J. This Work was fo greedily 
baughc up in France^ that die Bookfellers of 
PmIs rcfoived to reprint it, and applied to the 
Chiancetlor for a Licenfc. The Chancellor or- 
dered the Abbot Renaudot to examine it, 
if there was nothing ^ainft the Government, or 
againft the Roman Catholick Religion. The 
Abbot, inftead of complying with the demand, 
drew up a Memorial, in which he fet up for a 
Critick- It was printed in Holland, with the 
Title 6f, The Judgment of tbe^PuhUck upon the 
fUJimcal and Critical Diilionary. But the Judg- 
ment of the PuWick was very different from diat 
of die Abbot RenaudotI The Critical 
DiSlionary was received in England with univer- 
fal applaufe. The Dutchefi ofMAZARiN was 
charnp>ed with it. M. d e S t. E v r e m o n d 
perufed it with fo much pleafure, diat havmg 
read the Abbot Renaudot*s Judgment^ he 
diverted himfelf widi writing an Anfiver to it % 
wherein he rallies die Abbe wkh an infinite deal 
of wit. When the fecond Edition of thatD/^SV- 
onarj came out, he lon^d to fee it, and I fent 
it to him. The Readier will perceive fey the 
Letter he did me the honour to write to me 
at that time % how fond he was of that Work, 
0nd how mudi he value4 its Author, 

I 

» Vol III, fag. 41, 
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1697. I have already acquainted you. Sir, that in 

the year 1668, fome of M. de St. Evre- 

M o N D*s Works had been printed in Paris, 

but fo full of faults, that he fcarce could kno^ 

them to be his own. Neverthclefs, thofe Pictes 

were fo well received by thePublick, that Barbin", 

the Paris Bookfeller, ufed all poflible means to get 

more of them : he even added fcveral Treatifes 

^nd Writingsi, in which M. 1:^ b St. Evremond 

had not the lesift (bare, fome of which were 

befpoke on purpofe. A man of Letters go- 

/ ing one day to vifit an Author who wrote 

I very politely, B a r b i n came up, and ap- 

/ plying himfelf to the Author, laid. For God*s 

I fake make me fome more St. Evremond: 

/ you have already made me fome^ which turned 

p) account. 

As M. DE St, EvRiMQ.N]>. was not ve- 
ry fond of the merit of being an Author, he 
left his Works to chance, not caring how they 
fared. How disfigured foever they were by 
others, he never gave himfelf the trouble to ad- 
vertife the Publick of it ' ; he contented himfelf 
with telling his Friends in Converfation : he 
inifhed that none of his Writings had ever been 
publifhed. The world would not fee in them^ addr 
cd he, fever al faults of which I ai^, fen/ible my 
felf and which I migbf have- avoided : kut wri^ 
ting only for my felfy or to pleafe my Friends^ \ I did 
not affeS nicety. However^ continued he, they 
ought to have printed thofe Pieces^ as I bad writ 
tbemy and have left no other hut my otpn faults in 
them : but they have madefuch alterations in them, 
that I am an al^folute flrangfr to my own ff^orkSf 
Thofe faults are infinite, and there are many 
places abfblutely unintelligible *. 

: • And 

' Set what hi writis fo hiadsm di tEncUs^ ahtfti p. CKVU^ 
^ Su this. Life of M« de St. Eyremond in Fnnch^ 
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Ahd indeed, when we refleft on the pro- 1697, 
digious number of faults that had crept into 
thofe Writings of M. de St. Evremond, 
we cannot but wonder how they came to be 
received with fo much applaufe. This muft 
be owing to the number, of fliining Beauties 
ftill remaining in tliem, which fecur'd him 
from the Cenfure of good Judges, and jufti- 
ffd him as to errors proceeding from the 
ignorance of Printers or Tranfcribers. Neverr 
thelefs one very obfcure Author, thought fit to 
afcribe them to M. de St. Evremond. 
This Cenfor cou'd not be ignorant that M. d e 
St. Evremond had no concern in the 
Impreffion of the Works pubiiflied in his 
Name^ and that feveral Pieces were added to 
.tliem, which were not his. Why muft he be an« 
fwerable for the faults of others ? But Authors 
who write for bread, give themfelves all manner 
of liberty. This Cenfor intended at firft, only 
to publifli Reflexions upon the various Styles and 
Methods of fvriting ; which was the Title of his 
Book. But he thought it wou^ turn more to 
his account, to make it pals for a Criticifm upon 
M. deSt. Evremond, and he adjufted it 
to that Chara&er. It was publifli'd in 1698 with 1698. 
the Title of, a Dijfertation on the Mtfcellaneous 
Works of M. de St. Evremond^ &c The Author 
difguifed himfelf under the Name of D.u m on t : 
but his real Name was C o t o l b. n d i, a 
Native of Provence, and he is the lame 
who in 1694 publifh'd a Volun^e of infipid 
Jefts, under the Tide of Arlequitdana \ It is 
thought that Mr. Er a r d, being nettled by M 

DE St. 

' Se$ the AdvertlJ^fnt prefixed to the Theatre Italicn of 
Gherardi ; and the Nouyelles de la Republi(]^ue des Lettres 
for February 1706, fag. ao8. •. ^ .' . »' 
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1 698. D E St, E V ft e m o n d*s Anfwdr t* his Plead- 
ing againfl the Dutcheis of Ma z a k. i-n, had a 
Ihaire in that Criticifin '. 

M. CoTOLiBNDi owns in his Preface, that 
the Works of M. de St. EvREMowb had 
the approbation etf the Publick. Newr was 
Author^ fays he, fo happy ; ^Hs fifty years^ nnd 
perhaps more that his Works have been 'odmif^d^ 
xmd m body has yet percernfd that moft of the things 
be fays are not underjtaad^ and the Publick has a 
fort of tr-aditional refpeEt for Hm^ which makes 
them look upon the leajl of his Fragments as myfte- 
ries^ which people adore inftlence without prefundng 
to dive into. 

He does not doubt, but the Readers will be 
prgudic'd at firfl againft his Criticifm : but he 
hopes that if it be exatnirfd with Candor, the 
prejudice will wear off, " The very Title, fays 
*' he^ is enough at firft light to arm a mukitiide 
" of M. DE St. Evremond's admirfers a- 
gainft me : and as in reading it, (if thiy will 
be at fo much pains), they will have an inve- 
terate and almoft invincible prejudice, they 
will find infinite abfurdities in my Remarks ; 
but if it is poffible to read them to the end, 
to examine with their own eyes riie dear ex- 
prcffions which I have fiibflitutcd ki the room 
*' of M. DE St. Evremond*s obfcure 
phrafes, if they manifeftly fee that he c6n- 
tradifts himfeif in very many places, that hte 
does not underftand feveral things timt he 
mentions, and that he is deceived even in tliic 
*' more common articles, I define diem f(>r 
" their own honour, to return from their prcju- 

*' dice, 

' See the Hiftorical and Cndcal DiSAbn^tf at tb$ jirtich 
o/HiWAVtT, Rem> (fi) > 
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M. DB ST. fiVREMOND. cxfl 

^' dice, and to be on their guard againft his 1698; 
^^ fmartnefs and vivacity. 

After all, he owns, that the RefleSftons which 
he has attempted cannot do any harm to the great 
Reputation of M. d e St. Evremon^d. 1 
aniy fays he, an unknown man^ without any other 
capacity than what I have acquired from the ill 
dlgfjied reading of fome Book, and confequently my, 
thoughts upon his JVorks are of no importance. 
The Publick was of the fame mind. 

Mr. DE BauvaL, who had that Bopic 
tranfmitted to him, deferred giving an account 
of it in his Journal % till he was lure that M. d e 
St.Evremond wou*d not take it amife. 
He Wrote therefore to Dr. Silvestre ; 
aqd let him know,, at the fame time, that 
fome body at Paris was writing an Anfwer to 
that Criticifm. M. de St. Evremond 
defired Dr. Silvestre to return Mr. d e 
B A u V A L thanks for his civility. / have 
not yet perufed^ adds he, the Criticifm of what 
^people call My Works. Several of tbofe little 
Pieces are^ indeed^ of my own Writings but a far 
greater number are not\ and in tbofe that are 
really fo^ it is hard to believe haw many things 
have either been added j or left out. I am not ap- 
frehenftve of that Criticifm : for it is either juft^ . 
and, iffoyl fhall mend 5 or it is ill-groundedj and* 
in, that cafe^ IJhall be fatisfied with the. Author^ s 
being in the wrong. What I am afraid of is the 
Apology you mention. M. de B a.u. v A L bav- 
ing Friends and Correfpondents every where^ and 
bis merit having gained him a great intereft with 
all Men of Letters^ be will infinitely oblige me 
in preventing the printing of that zealous Apology. 
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1608. Some time after. Dr. S i l v e s t r e fent that 
pretended Critidfm to M. d e S t. E v r e- 
M o N D, who pafs*d the following Judgment 
upon it: 

" I ijcnd you back, /aid be^ the Criticifm on 

my Works : . I have periifed it with attention^ 

and, after all, am at a lofs whether I ought 

^^ to complain of, or thank its Author. To go 

about, as he fays, to undeceive people, who 

for fifty years have been impofedupon by my 

" Writings, is to (hew a zeal for tne Publick 

*^ which is not very obliging to me : but, at the 

iame tinie, 'tis making me a fort of Conjurer ; 

and perhaps there may be more merit in thus 

deceiving the Publick for to many years, than 

in undeceiving them. 

** The ftreft of this Criticifm chiefly conufts 

in takihk notice of my intricate Espreflions: 

and I might take his Cenfure for a good piece 

** of advice ; fince it concerns me to have my 

Thoughts underftbod. I^U give him Counfel 

" for Counfel : not to make his Thoughts fo 

clear 5 for they are too eafily feen thro*; 

Common things make us regret the time we 

*^ beftow on perufing them : whereas delicate 

Thoughts give a nice Reader a fatisfadtiori, 

both in his own Judgment and Tafte. 

I own, I contradift my felf fonietimes. t 

commend Conftancy in a Lady whom I be- 

*' lieve to have an affeftion for me: and I ad- 

" vifc her to be fickle, who has a kindnefi for 

*' another Lover. I am neither of the fathe ho- 

** mour, nor the fame opinion at fixty years of 

Age, as I was at thirty ; or ^t fourfcore, as t 

was at fixty. Another Cdritradi£Hon this ! . 

After all, I find in that Criticifm' leveral 

things juftly cenfured ; many Digreflions, on 

** occtafion of what he fays, on what he rehearfes 
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M. DE ST. EVREMOND. cxltii 

** put of the Bifhop of Meaux, the Bifhop of i go?, 
** Nifmes, M. Despreaux, Father B o u- 
*' ^ o u R s, and other Moderns. I cannot deny 
** he writes well : but his Zeal for Religion and 
^^ good Morals exceeds all ; and I fhould gain 
** lefe by exchanging my Style, than niy Con- 
*' fdence with his. 

^ VI. have a great value for his exadhiels in 
^^ Criticifm. He makes it his buline^ tocenfure 
*' i?vcn Treatifes, that are none of mine j. and 
** Ffiults in fuch as -are, that I never committed. 
** *^is true, he fometimes gives m^ too much • 
Praife : io that all things confider^d^ the Fa- 
vour he ihews me, exceeds the fcverity of his 
*' Cenfure : and I may fincerely aver, that I en- 
" terrain more gratitude for his mildnefi, than 
*' rcfentment for his rigour. He may already 
** have the latisfadion to fee how I improve by 
*' his leflbns of Chriftianity. Authors never for- 
*' give -, no, not the Philofophers, nor even the 
^^ Saints : yet as ignorant, as profane as I am, I 
*' not only forgive M. D u m o n t, but take his 
*' Criticifm kindly. I fhould not think rny felf 
" fo far obliged to one that fhould write my 
" jipology : for I hate indifcreet Zeal^ and am 
** more ready to, difbwn what might be faid to 
*' my praife, than to my difcredit.'* 

That Apolog'j was publifhed at Paris fix 
months after the Criticifm, with this Title : An 
Apology for the tVorks of M. de St. Evremond^ 
with his Encomium and Pi£fure^ and a Difcourfe on 
Criticifms^ &c. M. Boyer de Ruviere, an 
Advocate, was the Author of this Piece, which 
M. DE St. Evremond having perufed, he 
gave his Judgment upon it in thefe words : / 
lihy fays he, very well the Difcourfe on Criti- 
Cifms. ^he Author writes well : but I am a 
2 Jlfdnger 
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i6q8. fi^^%^^ ^^ ^J Mf^^ ^^ PiSiure be makes 0f me^ 
Had be flattered me lefsj he would n$t ha^i>e fi dif- 
figured me. I am however^ *uerj much dhH^d to 
bim^ for Ins zeal and care. I could frei my felf 
from any engagement of gratitude^ hy ftying^ that 
be wrote in hebalf of another perjbn. 

The Dutchels of M a z a r i n ufed to ^nd 
the fine Seafon at Chclfcy, a Villiage oh the 
Thames three Miles from London, whkh was 
at that time the Rendezvous of thofe Peribhs 
that paid their court to her. M. de St. E- 
VREMOND was very alliduous in his Vifits. 
There they enjoyed the innocent Diverfions of 

1699. the Country. But in 1699, aii end was put 
to all thofe Pleafures. Madam M a 2 a r i n 
fell fide in the beginning of Jane that Year, 
and dy*d the twenty fecond of the fame 
Month, aged about fifty three. She prcferved 
her Beauty to the laft. Time, which confumes 
every thinjg, had a refpeft for her Charms. I 
• Ihall not give her Encomium here, M. d e S t. 
EvREMOKD having done it in an hummed 
places. You defire. Sir, to know what Thoughts 
Ihe entertained of Religion at the point of t)eath -, 
and I am to tell you, that (he retained to the 
laft the fame Sentiments which M. p e S t. E- 
V R EM 6 N D afcribes to her in one of his : Let- 
ters above mentioned ^ 

M. DE St. Evremond fuftainM an irre- 
parable lofs by her death. The Converfation 
of fo accomplifti'd a Lady was every thing to 
him : it made him forget his Qil^race, and fur- 
nifli*d him with a thoufand agreeable Amufe- 
ments. Her Houfe was become his, and to lofe 
the ufe of it, was to be reduced to a fecond Ba- 
nifhmfcnt, more infuTOortable than the firft. 

The 

^ Siepag. cxv>cxvi. 
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The Dutchefs had always a very greaf efteem 1599, 
and regard for him. She fcolded at him foiile- 
times ; for her temper was fomewhac fickle and 
capricious j but thefe fillies were of no confe-^ 
quence. She cou'd no more live without his Con- 
verfation, than he could live without her. Af- 
ter all, (he had not a more faithful firm Friend 
upon earth j and this mutual attachment laft- 
ed five and twenty years. He was fb touchM 
with her Death, that for a long time he could 
not fpeak of her without expreffing his forrow. 
He has lamented her in feme Stanzas ', where- 
in he has painted her uncommon merit. 

His Friends in France renewed upon this dc- 
cafion their foUicitations to him to return. They , 
thought the Death of this Lady had broke 
the ties which bound him fo faft to England, 
and that he would be very glad to come and 
live with his old Friends, and to forfake thofe 
Places which only fed his forrow. But he de* 
fir'd them to confider, that a Man of his Years 
could hardly change Climates without impair- 
ing his Conftitution ; that therefore he did not 
think fit to leave a Country, where he was 
pretty well in health, and had ftill many Friends, 
to tranfplant himfelf, as it were, into a new 
World ; and after all, that his Circumftafides 
were fuch, as wou*d not permit him to leave 
England. Tou could not^ faid he to the Marquis 
DE CanapLes, afterwards Duke de Lsa- 
DiGuiERES, "^ou could Hot give pte better 
proofs of your Friend/hip^ than upon this occafion^ 
when I want the tendernefs of mj Friends^ and 
the fortitude of m'j own mind to fupport me, If 
I were but thirty Tears 'of Age^ it would be dif- 
ficult for me to retrieve fuch a charming Convert 

Vol. I. k fation > 

? S$$ thi Works of M. it St. fivrcnaond in tnmh. 
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1699. f^tion \ and^ old as I am^ it is altogether impqffible. 
Tours ^ my Lord^ and that of fome Perfons who are 
ftill concerned for me^ would indeed he a great re^ 
lief to me at Paris •, and I Jhould go over and feek 
it without delay^ if the Infirmities of extreme Old 
Age were not a great obftacle to it. Beftdes^ 
what Jfjould I do at Paris ; but either hide my 
felfy or appear with various horrors about me ; 
often ficky always infirm and crazy ? It might 
be faid of me^ what Madam de Cornuel 
faid of a certain Lady^ I fhould be glad to know 
the Church-yard where fhe goes to renew 
her Skeleton *. Thefe are good reafons for me 
not to leave England, The ftrdngeft iSj that the 
f?nall Eflate I have^ could not crofs the Sea with 
me •, for it would be impojftble for me to draw it 
from hence. ^Tis true it^s next to nothing *, but then 
il^s upon that nothing I live. The Dutchefs of 
M A z A R I N ow^d me once eight hundred Pounds 
fterlingy of which Jhe died four hundred Guineas 
in my debt. Indeed^ fhe difpos*d of what I had 
more than my felf. ' The extremities to which Jhe 
was reduc'dj are 7tot to be conceived. However^ 
Pd freely give all I have left^ fo that Jhe werejiill 
alive. Tou lofe in her one of your beji Friends^ and 
you can^t imagine how much Jhe is regretted^ both 
by private Perfons^ and the Publick. She had 
fuch an indifference for Life^ that there^s reafon 
to believe Jhe was not forry to part with it. The 
Englijhy who excel all other Nations in the point 
of dyings ought to look upon her with envy. 

I came to England about that time, and hav- 
ing the honour to converfe often with M. d e 
St, Evremond, I follicited him feveral 

times 

' This Lady, who had naturally a pale m$agre Counti^ 
nance, appeared fometimts with a frejh lively red ComPk* 
xwn, dec. 
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times to publifti his Works : but he always de- 1699. 
clined it ; and I was afterwards informed, that 
his Friends could never prevail with him to do 
it. He told me himfelf, that the Marquis d e 
S A I s s A c had ofFer'd him three hundred Gui- 
neas, if he would give them to him with a (hort 
Preface, in which he fhould own them to be 
genuine. Monfieur de Barillon, the 
Jrench Ambaffador, would have given him a 
hundred Pounds for the fmgle Ccmedy of the 
Opera^s. Several other attem^pts were made up- 
on him of the fame nature, but all in vain. 
The Sieur B a r b i n defired him to fend him 
his Pifture, with his laft Writings, and to mark 
the Pieces which were his, in the Volumes pub- 
liflied under his name: to which he returned the 
following Anfwer : 

** I am very much obliged to you. Sir, for 
your good opinion of the trifles that have 
dropp'd from my pen, which people are fo 
kind as to call my TVorks. If I was of an 
age in which my imagination could furnifli 
me with fuch ; whatever they might be, I 
Ihould not fail to fend them to you : the 
beauty of the Impreflion would recommend 
them. But the little genius I once had, is fo 
worn out, that I find it very hard to make any 
ufe of it, even for things that are neceflary to 
life. It is not for me now to mind my plea- 
fure and diverfion ; my only concern is, to 
live. 

*' You defire I would inform you what be- 
longs to me in the fmall Pieces which have 
been printed under my name. There is 
fcarce any of them in which I have not the 
beft (hare ; but I fiwJ them either quite al- 
" tered or enlarged. The great Bells of St. 

k 2 *' Ger- 
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1699. " Germain des Prez^ which Luioi admired 'j 
" do by no means belong to me. This is the 
" firft Addition I can think of. The Charms of 
" Friendjhip •, the long Letter of Confolation to a 

Lady ; the Refie£iions on the Do^rine of £/>/- 
curus ; the Eloquence of Petromus^ and fome 

*' others which I do not remember, do not 
belong to me in the lead:. 

If I were young and handfome, I Ihould not 
be ill pleafed to fee my Pidhire at the begin- 
ning of a Book : but it would be making a 
fcurvy prefent to the Reader, to give him an 
old and ugly Portraiture of a man of eighty 
five years of age. 

My Eyes fail me ; I can neither read nor 
write, but with much pain. You will excufe 
me that I cannot give you a more exadt ac- 

" count of that which you inquire of me/* 

1700. Neverthelefs, in 1700, the Sieur Barb in 
publiflied a Volume inthled, new AftfceHaneous 
IVorks of M. de Saint-Evremont % to which the 
Abbot Racuenet wrote a Preface in the 
name of the Bookfeller. But what was proper- 
ly M. D E S T. E v R E-M ON d's, made but one 
third of the Volume ; the reft ferving only to 
fwell it out, which was Barbin's pradticc. 
However, by that means he has recovered feve- 
ral Pieces of which M. de St. Evremond 
had no Copy, and which would have been loft. 

At that time, M. Cotolendi publiflied a 
Book under the title of Saint-Evremonianaj 
which he affirms in the Preface to be a ColleSlion 

of 

' This nmfenfe had btenfoiflid into th$ JLtAtBdons ixfon 
the Opera's .* Luigi was tranfporced to hear for the firft ume 
the great Bells of St. Germain dt% Prez. 

* Nottvelles Oeuyres mcfl^ei de Moaficor dc St* Eyre" 
oKint. 
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of Jeveral things which fome ferfons retnernbered to 1 700. 
have been formerly faid by M. de St. Evre- 
M o N D ; and that the Refle£fions which are found 
in it were^ or might be his Sentiments, But this 
was a grofs forgery and impofitidn upon the 
Publick. M. CoTOLENDi is not the only 
man that has palmed his Productions upon the 
world under the name of M. d e S t. E v r e- 
MOKD. For in 1701 the Abbot Pic pub- 1701. 
liihed a Book intitled, a New Cdle£lion of fever ai 
Pieces of M. de Saint Evremont, not yet pub- 
Vijhed \ But in the whole Volume, there was 
none of M. d b S t. E v r e m o n d*s Pieces but 
one, and even that was maimed and disfigured. 
In 1696 there likewife came out a Romance 
very well writ, with this title : Memoirs of the 
Life of Count * * * before his Retirement. 
Containing feveral Adventures that may ferve for 
the InflruBion of thofe who are to live among per- 
fans of quality. Digefied by M. de Saint Evre- 
mont *. Thefe Memoirs were writ by the 
Abbot deVilliers, fo well known by fe- 
veral Works which have had the approbation of 
the Publick 3. 

Thus have the Hackney- Writers, or fuch as 
had not a mind to be known, fent their Wri- 
tings abroad under the name of M. d e St. E- 
V R E M o N D. They took advantage of the aver- 
fion he had to the publifhing of his genuine 

k 3 Works 

' Nouveau Recueil d'Ouvrages de Monfieur de Saint Evre- 
znonty qui n*ont pas encore ecepubliez. A Paris chez, Amjfon, 

■ Memoires de la Vie du Comte de * * * avant fa Retraite. 
Contenant diverfes Avantures qui peuvent fervir d'inftrudion 
a ceux qui ont a vivre dans le grand monde* Redigez par 
Mondeur de Saint Evremont. 4 VoLin la®. Thefg Memoirs 
have been puhliflt*d in Englijh mnd$r thi titk tf Female 
Jalfhood, vc 

3 Ihavi given « larger aecoMnf ef thefe fufpoptUims fVrhmgs 
in the Life of M, dc St. Eyremond^ in French. 
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1701. Works. His Friends, as I have already faid, 
could never perfuade him to it. However, he 
made no fcruple to mark thofe Pieces which were 
raldy afcribed to him. He was pleafed to grant 
me the fame favour; but in my Copy he not on- 
ly diftinguifhcd the Works pretended to be his, 
but alfo took the trouble to make feveral Cor- 
reftions in thofe which were genuine. He al- 
fo correfted fome, which I had in Manu- 
fcript. He even explained feveral Paflages re- 
lating to circumftances that were not known to 
me. 

About this time, M. de laMotte, who 
is no lefs diftinguilli'd by his Learning, than by 
his Friendfhip and ojfRcious Zeal for Learned 
Men% wrote to me from Amfterdam, that the 
Book feller ' who had printed feveral Editions 
of the Mifcellancous IVorks of M. de St. Evre- 
inond^ was about printing a new one, from 
a Copy in which M. de St. Evremond 
had marked the Pieces he difown'd. I anfwer'd 
M. delaMotte, I thought I could procure 
a more exaft Copy than that : whereupon the 
1702. Bookfeller defired me to communicate it to him, 
which I did fome time after. I had put together, 
and in fome order, all the Pieces that had been 
publifh'd under the name of M. d e S t. E v r e- 
MOND, and which were really his. I had cor- 
refted them by my Copy, revifed by himfelf ; 
added to them fome Pieces not yet publifhed ; 
and illuftrated fome Paflages with Notes, that I 
had from him. 

This, Sir, fmce you defire to know it, was 
the nature of that Copy. In this I had two 
things in view : firft, to collcdt the genuine 

Works 
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Works of M. D E S T. E VR EMo N D in one 1702. 
Volume ; and, fecondly, to engage M. d e St. 
EvREMOND to publifli an Edition of them 
himfelf. In order to that, I acquainted him with 
what I had made bold to do without his privity •, 
and the Copy I had fent to Holland not being 
yet put to the Prefs, I reprefented to him, that 
it were much better to publifh all his Works to- 
gether, as he had compofed them, than to fufFer 
a part of them to be reprinted, as defeftive as it 
flill would be in that new Impreflion. He, at 
firft, feemed averfe to at : but fome time after, 
he alter'd his mind, and was pleafed to commit 1703. 
the care of that Edition to me. He told me 
like wife, he would mark what was fit to he printed^ 
and what not : for he was not for printing every 
thing he had written. Hereupon I wrote to the 
Amfterdam Bookfeller to forbear printing the 
Copy I had fent him ; becaufe, altho it was in- 
finitely better than what had till then been pub- 
lifhed, yet asM. de St. Evremond had 
at length determined to publifh his Works, it 
would be better to flay till that Edition came 
out '. Mean time I tranfcribed his Manufcripts, 
and communicated to him the copies I made of 
them. I defired him to revife once more the 
Pieces that had been printed, of which he had 
loft the Originals. When we read them together, 
I took care to get fuch proper Names reftored, 
as were either fupprefled, or mark'd by one 
fingle initial Letter. I informed my felf of the 
time and occafion on which each Piece had been 
written, and of the allufions to paffages not 
generally known, or to particular circum- 
ftances, i^c. His advanced Age and Infirmities 

k 4 giving 

■ See the Nouvcllcs dc la Rcpubliquc dcs Lettrcs, for the 
Month of Augufi X704. fag. i^j. 
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J 703. giving me reafon to apprehend that he had not 
long to live, I made all poflible hafte : and we 
had gone thro' the revifing of his Works, a 
few fmall Pieces excepted, when I was obliged 
to go and pafs two or three months in the 
Country. 

In the mean while M. p e S t. E v r e m on d, 
who was troubled with a Strangury, found him- 
felf, on the fudden, very much weakned, thro* 
frequent want of reil, occafioned by his Diftem- 
>er •, and his Stomach failed him. Hereupon, 
le often expreffed a defire to fee me ; and, even 
charged Dr. l e F e V r e to write to me to come 
to him aflbon as poflible : but his Letter, having 
been long on the Road, came too late ; and, at 
the fame time, I received afecond, with the me- 
lancholy news, that M. de St. Evremond 
died the 9th of September, 1703 •, having made 
a Will whereby he difpofed of his fmall Eftate 
to his Servants, the Poor ', and fome of his 
Friends, amongft whom he did me the honour to 
rank me. He did not mention his Manufcripts 
in his Will ; but fome hours before his Death, 
M. L E Fe'vr E asking him how he would have 
them difpofed of, he named Dr. Sylvestre, 
and they were delivered to him by order of the 
Earl of G A L L w A y, his Executor. 

He 

' The Wdl, which is dated the i/^th of Augufl 170J, 
begins thus : I the Underwritten Charles de St. Denis le 
GuAST> Lord of St. Evremond, of the Parifh of St. Jaoies's 
Weftminfter> being in found mind^ memory, and under- 
ftanding, and being willing to difpofe of fuch Goods as I (hall 
be poflefsM of at my Death : In the firft place, I implore 
God Almighty's Mercy, and furrender my Soul into his 
hands. I leave to the Executor of this my laft Will tht 
care of burying my Body, without Pomp, in fiich manner as 
lie fhall think moft fitting. I bequeath to the poor French 
Refugees the Sum of twenty Pounds Sterling. I alfo be* 
queatn to the poor Roman Catholicks, or of any other Re* 
iigioo» the like Sum of twenty Pounds Sterling, vc* 
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He was ninety Years, five Months, and 
twenty Days old when he dy'd. He had or^ 
der'd by his Will, that he lhou*d be bury'd 
without Pofnp^ which was comply'd with : but 
the place chofe for his Burial was the Abbey or 
Collegiate Church of Weftminfter •, famous for 
the Tombs of the Kings of England, and of 
great numbers of perfons diftinguifti'd by their 
Birth, Learning, or Wit. He is interr'd in the 
Nave of the Church, near the Cloyfter, juft 
by Ca^aubon, Camden, Barrow and 
the famous Englifh Poets Chaucer, Spen- 
ser, Cowley, &c. His Bufto is placed 
over his Epitaph, which is engraven on a white 
Marble-Stone, affix'd to the Wall over-againft 
the place where his Body lies. I fend you here- 
with a Draught of it. 

He preferv'd to the very laft a lively imagi- 
nation, a folid judgment, and a happy memory. 
The great and acute pains which he felt during 
his ficknels, never difturb'd his tranquillity j he 
bore them with a courage and conftancy, that 
may be envy'd by Philofophers of the firft rate. 

The following is the true Pourtraiture of M. 
DE St. Evremomd. 

M. DE St. Evremond had blue, lively, 
and fparkling Eyes, a large Fore-head, thick 
Eye-Brows, a handibme Mouth and a fneering 
fmile, an agreeable and ingenious Phyfiognomy. 
Twenty years before his Death, a Wen grew 
between his eye-brows, which in time, encrea- 
fed to a confiderable bignefs. He once defign*d 
to have it cut off: but as it was no ways trouble- 
fome to him, and he little regarded that kind of 
deformity, Dr. Le Fe'vre advifed him to let 
it alone, left fuch an operation fhould be at- 
tended with dangerous fymptoms in a man of 

^is 
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his Age. He would often make merry with 
himfelf on account of his Wen, his great Leather- 
Cap, and Grey-hair which he chofe to wear rather 
than a Periwig. 

His Behaviour was civil and engaging, his 
Converfation lively and pleafant, his Repartees 
quick and happy. We find very few that know 
how to read well. M. de St. Evremond 
told me one day that he had not known three 
in his whole life that could read juftly. He 
had this art in perfedlion ; and what is altogether 
as uncommon, he had a very happy way of tel- 
ling a ftory. 

He had a ftrong inclination to Satyr. The 
Ridicule he obferv'd in Mankind made him 
merry, and he lov'd to expofe it by fine preg- 
nant Raillery, or by an ingenious Irony. The 
Encomia he gives in his Works, muft not always 
be taken literally ; for fometimes they are 
ftrokcs of Satyr. The Dutchefs of M a z a- 
R I N was very well apprized of it ; and fhe 
ufed to call him by way of banter the old Satyr. 
But he grew more indulgent towards the lat- 
ter end of his Life i rather chufing, as he inti- 
mates himfelf, to tell obliging Truths, than to 
give malicious Praife '. 

He always fpoke of his Difgrace with fuch 
firmnefs and relolution, as became a Gentleman. 
Whatever ftrong defire he had to fee again 
his own Country, he never begg'd leave to 
return home, in a mean and cringing man- 
ner. 

His Humour was ever gay and merry ; which 
was fo far from declining towards the latter end 
of his Life, that it feem'd rather to gather frefli 
ftrength j of which you will find inftances in the 

Works 

!| Ste th Sonnet above fag^ axyit 
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Works he wrote about that time. He was ex- 
treme fond of the company of young people ; 
and delighted to hear the ftories of their adven- 
tures ; his mind being agreeably entertained with 
the idea of fuch diverfions, as he was not able 
to enjoy. 

Altho he did not pretend to over-rigid Morals, 
yet he had all the qualities of a man of honour. 
He was juft, generous and grateful j and full of 
goodnefs and humanity. 

As for his Religion, concerning which you 
defire to be informed, I muft acquaint you, that 
he ever profefe'd the Romifh, in which he was 
born. Neverthelefe you affure me, that he was 
reprefented to you as Libertine or Free-thinker, 
chiefly becaufe during his laft ficknefs, he refufed 
to admit any Priefts to come to him : but as 
you defire me, at the fame time, not to write 
any thing about a matter of fo great impor- 
tance, but what I my felf knew, I have already 
anfwered you, by accfuainting you that I was at 
that time in the Country. As for his ordinary 
Converfation, I can fafely affirm to you, that 
he never let fall any loofe or licentious expreflion 
againft Religion ; and that he cou'd not bear 
that any body fhould droll upon it ; which, 
faid he, bare Decency, and the regard due to 
one's Fellow-Citizens, will never futfer. 

We fee by his Writings that he had Learning : 
but his Learning was polite, and fuitable to a 
perfon of his profeflion and quality. 

The Hiftory of Men of Learning, and their 
Works pleafed him very much, and fometimes 
he made them the fubjeft of his Converfation. 
The famous Romance of the Rofe being men- 
tioned one day at his Lodgings, a Gentle- 
man who happened to be there afErm*d that 
A B E L A R D was the Author of it. He had 

read 
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read this in the Abbot de Belmont's EJ^ 
fajs of Literature^ who, that he might have the 
honour of criticifing you, ventured to fay that 
Fauchet always afcrib*d it to Abelardy and that 
this too is the fentiment of la Croix du Maine ^. 
I ftiew'd that it had ever been afcribcd to 
William of LoRRis, and John Clopi- 
N E L, firnamed d e M e u n. Some days after, 
M. DE St. Evremond defired to fee the 
proofs at large of what I advanced % whereupon I 
lent him extracts from Bouchet, la Croix 
duMaine, Fauchet, and Pasqjjier. 
I have taken the liberty to caufe this Letter to 
be printed among the Works of M. d e S t. 
Evremond S to undeceive them who father 
that Romance upon A b e l a r d- 

M. DE St. Evremond was a paflionate 
Lover of Mufick ; and having fome Ikill in the 
Compofition, he fet the Idylles^ Prologues j and 
other Pieces, which were fung at the Ehitchels 
of M A z A R I N*s * : tho as to Symphonies, he 
left that part to be performed by the Sieur Pa I- 
s i b l e, or fome other able Mufician. 

Moft Authors being felf-conceited and fond 
of their Produftions, either never confult any 
body, or impatiendy bear the Criticifms of their 
Friends. M. d e St. Ev r e m on d heard 
with pleafura the Objeftions rais*d againft his 
Compofures ; defired his Criticks to help him 
to fomething better than what they dilapproved ; 
and never fail'd mending a fault, when he 
thought another man had hit better than him- 
felf. 

In 

' See EfTais de Licterature, ^y the Abki Tngau$ de BeU 
tnonti for the Month of May 1703, f. }oi« HoU. Edition. 

* Vol, III, fag.y$. 
5 Ibid. f. 80. 

♦ See the VTorks of M. de St, Eyrcmpnd in Fnflch 
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In order to compleat M. d e St. E v r e- 
M o N D*s Charafter, I will add here that which 
he made for himfelf in the Year 1696, and 
fent to the Count de Grammont, toge- 
ther with that Lord's Epitaph, who had been 
dangeroufly ill, but was then perfedly recovered. 
After having read, fays he^ the Epitaph 
on the Count de Grammont, if you 
have the curiofity to know him that made it, 
I will give you his Charafter. 

He is a Philofopher equally remote from 
Superftition and Impiety : a Voluptuary, who 
has no lefs averfion for Debauchery, than in- 
** clination for Pleafure ; one, who never felt 
the prefliire of Indigence, who was never ac- 
(juainted with Plenty. He lives in a Condi- 
tion, defpis'd by thofe who have every thing, 
envied by thofe who have nothing, relifhed 
by thofe who make their Reafon the founda- 
tion of their Happinefs. When he was 
young, he hated Proftifenefs; being pcrfua- 
*' ded that Wealth is neceflary for the Conve- 
'' niences of a long Life : now he is old, he can 
** hardly endure Thriftinels ; being of opinion, 
*' that Want is little to be dreaded, when a 
*' man has but little time left to be miferable. 
He is well pleafed with Nature, and does not 
complain of Fortune. He hates Vice, is in- 
dulgent to Frailties, and laments Misfortunes. 
He fearches not after the failings of Men 
with defign to expofe them, he only finds 
" out their Ridicule for his own diverfion : he 
has a fecret pleafure in perceiving this him- 
felf, he would have yet a greater in difcover- 
ing it to others, were he not checked by 
!* DHcretion. 
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/. ^^ Life, in hi3 opinion, is too fliort to read 

** all forts of Books, and to burden one*s Me- 

** mory with a multitude of things at the ex-» 

/ *' pence of one*s Judgment : he does not ap- 

I ** ply himfelf to the moft learned Writings, in 

I •^ order to acquire Knowledge ; but the moft 

I ^^ rational, to fortify his Reafon. Sqffnetimes 

*^ he choofes the moft, delicate, to repder, his 

^^ own tafte fo i fomedmas the mo^ ^greea- 

^^ ble, to give the fame turn to his own Ge- 

** nius. 

^' It remains, that I deicribe him fuch as he 
>^ is inFriendftiip apd.iolieligion. iQrFricnd- 
'^ fhip) he is more conft^nt than a P^hilofopher ; 
^^ and more Ilncere than^ young Man of good- 
^* nature without experience. As to Religion, 
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Juftice and Charity iupfdy the jplace 
Of rigid Penance, ancilf a ibrmal face. 
His Kety, without |n^ed pains. 
Flows eafy, and Ayftenty difilains. 
^' God only is the olgefir of his care, 
^^ Whofe:0QlodQds.l^t^ no room for black 

" defpair: ? 
«« Withiii the bofoi)i of 'kind Providence, 
^^ He places his r'epoffe, his bliis, and fure 
•• defence.** ' 

After ha'idng given -you. M pE St. Ev re- 
mo nd's Character, ^jouexped, no doubt Sir, 
that I ihoMid ffve ^you ./ome account of his 
Works. But it will not become me to pfaife 
them to you, who know the merit of *em as 
well as any man upon earth. I have no need 
to make any Apology for them : they have 
been in poffefiion of the efteem and approbation 

of 
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of the Publick forty years, and let the Publick 
juftify their own tafte and opinion; 

It has been objefted that his Expreflions 
were obfcure and perplexing -, and that Objeclion 
was grounded on the firft Imprefllons of his 
Works, where indeed there are feveral places 
obfcure, and even unintelligible : but thofe were 
not his Works. Neverthelefs, it may be faid, 
that they are not within the reach of all capa- 
cities : penetration and good tafte are neceflary 
to underftand them well. 

It is faid his Style does not flow very natural, 
but that 'tis too much laboured and forc'd, and 
that there are too many Antithefes in it. *Tis 
true that to fome Paflages he might have given 
a much more eafy, natural turn : he own'd it 
himfelf; but he was not willing to be a flave 
to the fcrupulous Rules of the Grammarians. 
He was fenfible that a Style too much polifh*d 
and fil'd enervates a Difcourfe, and renders it 
too dry and uniform. He exprels'd a great 
deal in a very few Words, and that mafculine 
clofe Style always feems to be more harfh and 
ftiff than one that is more diffufe and irregular. 
However, 'tis certain that his Style is pure and 
corre6l, and that he was well acquainted with all 
the beauties of Language. His Thoughts were 
noble, and fo were his Expreflions. He never 
left a Subjeft till he had fearch*d to the bottom 
of it : he view'd it in every light, and com- 
pared each Quality with its oppofite, which na- 
turally produced the Antithefes that are objefted 
to him. But Contrafts of this nature do not 
luit with every Subjeft, for they muft arife 
from it. M. d e S t. E v r e mono knew the 
ufe of 'em well, and did not affeft *em. 

Good 
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Good Judges are of opinion that his Poetry 
does not come up to the beauty of his Profe : 
his Vcrfes, fay they^ want both turn and har- 
mony, fire and vivacity. Yet there are feve- 
ral Pieces among his Poems, which are not in- 
ferior to the beft performances of our molt ce- 
lebrated Poets i and where the poetick fire 
gives a new luftre to the beauty of the thoughts. 
But he did not always judge of his Poetry as 
the Publick did, and thought that the feverity • 
of Rules for the French Verfification had been 
ftrairfd too high. Nor could he endure that the 
Thought fhould be facrificed to Rhyme -, and the 
energy of exprefllon to a fine cadence of words. 
" I owr^ fays a learned and judicious Critick \ 
" that there are in M. de St. EvRE- 
M o n d*s Poetry, Ibme Exprefllons that fa- 
vour of Profe ; but I fee no reafon why wc 
•* fhould not be allowed to ufe them in French, 
in that kind of irregular Verfes, when H o- 
R A c E took the fame liberty in Latin in his 
Satyrs, which he cal?d Sermones^ or Difcour- 
fes, intimating that he defign'd to write in 
the Style commonly ufed in Converfation ; 
and even in his Epiflles. As for infipid, 
mean, and falfe Thoughts, or a frigid Style, 
*' thefe indeed deferve no favour." One fhall 
find in M. d e S t. E v r e m on d's Verfes, 
the fame delicacy of Thought and flrength of 
Expreflion," which are obfervable in his Profe. 
We might difcover in them a thoufand ingeni- 
ous Turns of Wit and Satyr, if we had known 
the Perfons that are the Subjedl of them. 

I fhall infifl no longer upon this head, but 
proceed to the Edition of his Work s. 

»<■ 

' Bibliotheque Choifie, fm. IX» pAg. 33&» 33}. 
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M. D E S T. E V R E M o N D*s Manufcfipts hav- 
ing been delivered into the hands of Doftor 
SiLVESTRE, he thought himfelf thereby en- 
gaged to publifli them, with the Pieces already 
printed : but as he knew what I had already 
done towards that defign, and as he wanted fe- 
veral Papers that I ' id by me, as well as the 
Correftions and Explanations which M. d e St. 
EvREMOND gave me himfelf ; he applied to 
my Lord G a l l w a y, who defir*d me to join 
with him in giving a compleat Edition of M. 
DE St. Evrem on d*s Works : to which I 
the more readily confented, becaufe I had the 
advantage of knowing Dr. Silvestre. 

M. DE St. Evremond had loft feveral 
of his Compofitions. He told me, that before 
he came out of France, he had lent the Ma- 
refchal de Turenne two Volumes of Ma- 
nufcripts, which he could never recover. When 
he went to Holland in 1665, he left his Papers 
in the cuftody of his good Friend Mr. Wa t* 
L E R : but upon his return, he found , that moft 
of them were loft, during the Plague that ra^ 
ged in London; and amongft the reft, above 
feven Chapters of the RefleSlions on the differ- 
rent Genius of the Roman People^ which could 
never be recovered '. He thought he had loft 
likewife feveral Pieces, which were found fince 

Vol, I. 1 his 

' S^mi tm$ Afnr tht printing of the firft original Edition 
cf M. de St, Evretnond's Works, I defired Mr* JValUr^s Sou 
to look amongfi his Papers for feme of Al. de St» Evremond^s 
Comfoptions : and^ iejides feme Pieces that had already 
been printed^ he found part of the Reflections on the di^ 
ferent Genius of the Roman People, written with M» dg 
St. Evremond* s own handy and containing the Vlllth Chap* 
ter, immediately preceding thofi that are loft, and in which 
are feveral Bjme^ions that appear between Crotchets , $» tld$ 
Englifh Tr4nflatiett^ YoL I. pag. lOj, and io^« 
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his Death, in the hands of feme of his Friends. 
The Duke of St. A t b a n s was pleas'd to 
communicate. to us two Manufcript Volumes 
he had from the Putchefs of Mazarin. 
My Lord G o d o l p h i n did us alfo the fa- 
vour to lend us ^ Manufcript Volume given him 
by M, D E St. E v r e m o n d. Dr. L e F e'- 
V R E gave us feveral Pieces that were found 
^mong Madam Mazarin 's Papers : and we 
have bought three written Volumes from the 
Widow or M. d e St. E v r e m o n d*s Ama- 
nuenfis. Thus, we had feveral Pieces which he 
wanted himfelf ; and fometimes four Copies of 
the fame Piece. We carefully collated them 
together; and always preferred the Copies he 
had revis'd to the other; and' his laft, to for- 
mer Corredions. However, we did not think 
it proper to publifti all the Pieces we had 
and fhould have fupprefs*d many more, had 
it not been for reafons I fhall mention here- 
jJter. 

We have placed each Piece according to the 
order of time in which it was written : which 
Method has fo many advantages, that *tis mat- 
ter of wonder it has not been foUow'd by all 
Editors. For, the Works that have been writ- 
ten about the lame time, being thus contiguous, 
are, as it were, a Comment to one another. Be- 
lides as fome of them may relate to things that are 
no longer in being, the Readers would be at a lols, 
did they not know the period of time in which 
they were written. In Ihort, fuch a Chronolo- 
gical Order gives us a kind of Hiftory of the 
Author's Life, Humour, Sentiments, and Style. 
I own 'tis pretty difficult to obferve fuch a Me- 
thod, when the feveral Pieces bear no date ; 
and while I was writing thefe Memoirs, I took 
notice my felf that I had been guilty of fome 

miftakes : 
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tniflakes : and you will here find, that I have 
altered the pofition of fome of the Pieces. 

We have explained by Notes a vaft number 
of Paflages, which could not otherwife have 
been underftood. No body. Sir, is more fen- 
fible than your felf of the neceflity of commenc- 
ing thus upon fuch ingenious Compofitions, 
where there are turns of Raillery and Satyr. 
They abound with AUufions and Charadters, 
of which one muft have fome idea, in order to 
read them with pleafure, and to difcover the beau- 
ties of *em. Such, for inftance, as were not ac- 
quainted with the Humour and Genius of M o- 
R I N, the famous Gamefter, and who never faw 
him play at the Dutchefs of M a z a r r n's, can- 
not be afFeded with what M. de S t. Evre- 
ai o n d has faid of him : they will lofe the fined 
and moft delicate part of it, or it will appear cold 
and infipid to them. But thofe who knew him, 
are charm'd with the natural Charafler he has 
given of him, and the ingenious manner in which 
he banters him. We have endeavoured to give 
the Reader this fatisfadlion in the Notes '. 

Thefe Explanations were fometimes abfolutely 
neceflary, to lead the Reader into M. d e St. 
E V R E M o N d's Thoughts : of which here is 
an inftance. M. deSt. Evkemond begins 
one of his Letters to Madam del*Enclos 
in this manner : Tour life^ my Vearejty has been 
too illuftrious not to continue the fame to the laff. 

Let not the Duke D 2 la Rochefoucault's 
Hell affright you ! it was a Jiudied Helly con-^ 
trived only for a Maxim \ Speak therefore 
holdly the word Love; a>ui let not that of 

1 2 Old 

' See the Works of M. de St. Evremond in French* 
* The Duke de U Rechefoucatdt is the Author of a very iui 
liMOHs Book, intitM Maxims er Moral Rcfleftions. 
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Old Woman ever come out of jour mouth. *Tis 
no eafy matter to apprehend the meaning of 
the Duke de la Rochefoucaulfs Hell j which hav- 
ing obliged me to alk it of M. d e S t. E v r e- 
M o N D, he informed me, that the Duke d e 
LA RocH efoucault talking one day with 
Madam de l*Enclos, told her by way of 
banter, that Old Age is the Hell of Women. This 
Explanation fully clears the PafTage before quo- 
ted : and yet fee what a fenfe has been put up-* 
on it in a fort of Journal printed at Paris two 
years ago^ The Author having mentioned the 
Death of M. de St. Evremond, and gi- 
ven an Encomium of his Works, fpeaks of his 
Religion in this manner. " The Cenfure, fay 
i&<? ', he has undergone as to his fentiments 
about Religion, appears not to be altogether 
ill grounded : if one unhappily falls on fome 
Places in his Works, or fome of his Letters, 
" one fliall find that his Belief fometimes va- 
*' ries, as to fundamental Points j but after all, 
*' thofe are Letters of Humour. What has 
*' been publifh'd of his, wherein he feems to 
*' doubt the Immprtality of the Soul, dropp'd 
*' from him in the courfe of his Paflions, and 
*' in the enjoyment of Pleafures : a man fpeaks 
" then of things as he wifties them to be in rea- 
*' lity : *tis with this Indulgence we ought to 
" explain the Letter he wrote to Madam d e 
" l*Enclos, and which begins with thefe 
*' words, that have made fo much noife : Let 
*' not the Duke de la Roche foucault^s Hell affright. 
^' y(?«. Madam: *Tts a Jludied Hell. When 
*' he wrote this Letter, he was of fuch an Age, 
*' and in fuch a courfe of Pleafures, that his 

" Ex- 

' Pieces fiigitivea d^Htftoicc & de Litterature anciennes 5& 
jBQodernefj cr^t h Partn^ fag^ 115, iU« 
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^* Expreflions ought to be confidered as the re- 
*' fult of the Vivacity and Gaiety of a Gentle- 
** man too much wedded to the World, rather 
*^ than as the Sentiments of a corrupt Heart. 
** What's certain, is, that for one Paflage in 
*' his Works that may bring the purity of his 
*' Sentiments into queftion, there are a thoufand 
*' others, which convince us that his Heart was 
*' very found, and moft fubmiffive to the Prc- 
" cepts of Chriftianity." 

Now for want of knowing wherein M. d e 
LA RocHEFOucAuLT*s Jcft lay, the whole 
Beauty of that Paflage was loft, and M. d e S t. 
EvREMOND was made to fay what he ne- 
ver meant. There are feveral other Pafl&- 
ges in his Works which needed a Comment^ 
and I took all opportunities to get an explana- 
tion of* them; but the Author's unexpeded 
Death has left many things obfcure which will 
never be underftood. Dr, Le Fe'vre, who 
for the fpace of forty years was acquainted with 
M, DE St. Evremond, has furnifh'd us 
with the Explanation of feveral Paflages ; and 
Dr. SiLVESTRE has cleared up others. Tho 
the end of thefe Notes is to illuftrate M. d s 
St. Evremon d's Works, yet I have taken 
occafion to interfperfe fome curious Particulars 
which are not to be met with elfewhcre. I 
could eafily have fwell'd them, if I had been in- 
clined to make a pompous difplay of my Learn- 
ing : but I remembered the judicious Satyr of 
Cervantes', and it were to be wifti'd that 
all our Commentators would improve by it. 

Thus having ^ven you the Plan we have 
purfued in the Edition of M. de St. Evre- 

moneys 
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nton^s Worh^ nothing remains for me, but 
to anfwer an Objeftion that has been made 
to us conoerning fome of the Pieces we have 
publiflied '. M. D E Sx, Evremond, *tis 
laid, composed feveral little Pieces, which 
ought to laft no longer than the Mirth or Oc- 
cafion that produced them ; thofe Pieces cannot 
bear an Imprcflion : why was this Edition fwell'd 
with them ? Had it not been better to have 
chofen out thofe in which the Publick is really- 
concerned, and fuch as are moft worthy of Im- 
mortality ? 

But methinks they who make this Objedtion 
do not fuffidently enter into the Nature of 
Works of this kind, nor confider the Profit 
that may be reap'd by them. Thofe fmall 
Pieces or M. d e S t. E v r e m o n d, fticw him 
to us in his natural drefs, without ftudy and 
without preparation. They diicover to us his 
Friends of both Sexes, and give us a lively repre- 
fentation of the Amufements with which he enli- 
ven'd the Melancholy and Uneafineis infeparable 
from old Age. *Tis a view, in fhort, of what 
pailes in converfing with the World : and if the 
Antients had left us fuch Writings, with what 
pleafure fhould we not have read them ? 

I own, neverthelels, that independently of 
all thefe Confiderations, we were engaged to 
publifli them. M. de St. Evremon^s IVorks 
having been printed here by Subfcription, fe- 
veral Peribns of Quality defired, that fuch 
Pieces as relate citlier to the Dutchefi of 
Mazarin, or other Perfons of their ac- 
quaintance, fliould be publifhed : ami 
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not deny them that fatisfaffion, "Nay, fome 
take it amifs that we have not printed more 
of them : fo hard is it to pleafe every body 1 

I fliall think my felf happy, if the Reidfal 
I have made of thefe Memoirs fatisfies your 
Curiolity. I intreat you. Sir, to look upon it 
as a mark of the Refpeft and Devotion with 
which I have the honour to be. Your, 6fr. 



Ztnden, th§ ^ih af 
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ERRATA^ 

« • 

Vol. I. m the Lift cf M» de St* Evrimond^ p[ aaady, in iht 
Notes, U 3. tkefe Words^ flainly f raving it to be fahulofis^ 
ihouM be in Komaii* p. cLi. i^« dele the refereace zfttt Mam 
p.cm.l.£5. for StlvestkEj r. SiIl vest re. In the 
Works p. ^i« 10 tho Kote» J. i. iov Thififtbe Maxim^ n That 
isy the Maxim. Vol. II. p. 279. L z. for Idalater, r. Idolater* 
p. 917. the Letter to^ fiount de Gr^mmont, (hou*d have beeA 
placed p. z6o^ after the ierterf^tC^Mfnt it^lop^^. p. 425. 1, 17, 
for to be a foolifh, r« to be a fool } • or idther <faus : to doat, but 
ta have fo littUtimcl^tJorritr, Z :.:\) : / 

A particular c^re has becn-takpn: to make this Edition cor- 
red i and if there be any more Errors of the Prefs, 'tis hoped 
they <ion*t interrupt the fenfe, and the correftioir may be 
eafily made by the Reader. 
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T]&tf 2)ukff of Longueville'i 
Retreat to bis Government of Nor» 
ittandy '; 

THE t)ukej3f LgngVeville eii- 
tring the Old Palace, the firft per- 
fon he met, with was Monfiew 
DE St. Luc *, who had been fent 
frbm St. Germains to the Marquis of 
Hectot', to endeavour to bring him back to 
the Court-Intereit He faid to him, with a joyful 
countenance : S T. L u c, 'T'l w/ Icftg ago 'fince / 
Vol. i. A bated 

' M. di St. kvTtmend wnte ihii ingtnhui Stulr, t» ridiaiU 
mtfl tf sht Genthmtn tf Normandy, tuhf had d*clartd a^ainS 
tht Cturt. Stt tki lift of Mk do St. Emhiotiil, undtf tht 
Ttar I £49. 

* He had hen the King's Litmtnant-Gtntnd in Cmnat, (rik^ 
dtr the Dnkt ef Epernen, 

' Sm u thi iUr^uii vf Btnvnni 
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bated ym kearttfy •, and /, my Lord^ replied $ T. 
Luc, bat€ you no lefs now^ than you £d me at tbtU 
time. If I bad not been impofed upon, you would not 
have been bere \ and if you bad not been Jirfi impofd 
up&n^ IJhould not have been fuffer^d to be here. 

This fhort Converflition being over, the Duke 
ofLoNGUEViLLE fhew'd an inclination to go 
to the Parliament, which met in order to confider 
whether they ought to admit him. Some o£ his 
friends opposed it, alledging. That he therfeby ex- 
pofed himfelf, and the whole fortune of his Party : 
whereupon they caus'd fome perfons to go to the 
top of a high Tower, in order to obferve the 
countenance of the people ; and upon their re- 
port, that they heard Huzza's on ajl 5des*, the 
Duke went out immediately, attended with thofe 
that had followed him, and rep^dto- the Palace, 
being received every where with repeated acclama- 
tions. 

He furp^'zed the Gentlemto of the RtrKament, 
who did not expcd fa fudden an advanture ; 
and havmg taken his feat, he fpoke to them in 
thefe words : Having ever had a great refpeff and 
affection for you^ I am come hither^ notwithjlanding the 
hazard to which a man of my quality may e'xpofi himh- 
felf to offer you my life and fortune for your prefer- 
vation. I know^ that moft Governors da notfolbw this 
method ; and that after they have got from yt^ ail the 
fervice they can in peaceable timeSj they abandon you 
as foon as they fee you in danger. For my own party 
as I have a thoufand obligations to you^ fo I deftgn to 
take this opportunity to acknowledge them : andj both 
as a Governor J and as one fenftbly obliged to you^ I 
come to do you all the fervice that lies in my power ^ 
in fo perilhus a conjunSfure. 

The firft Prefident ♦ retqming no Anfwer to 

this 

* M. Famn dt Rih defctnMfim af^ JtMam Mmn^. 
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this Speech, but rather fhewing, by his melancholy 
looks, how much he was concerned at the Duke*s 
prefence, all the other gentlemen gave him de* 
monftrations of joy, which were animated by the 
mouth of a CounfcUor of the Great Chamber, na^- 
med Du Mesnil-Co sTe, who made him this 
fine compliment : " Moft gracious Prince, The 
*' fame difference that is between the Wolf and the 
*' Shepherd, is found, on this occafion, between 
" Count DE Harcourt and your Highnefi* 
" Count DE Harcourt is come, whether as 

a Wolf, or as a Lion, yet ftill as a ravenous ' 

beaft, to devour us. We would not open our 
** doors to him, left we Ihoqld receive an enemy 
** into our bowels ; and all the favour we have 
•• Ihewn him, was to fuffer him to go round our 
•* walls ; which he has done, cafting upon us an 
*' eye Iparkling with wrath, tanquam Leo rupens: 
** as for you, great Prince, you are come like a 
** true Shepherd, to fecure your whole Flock i 
** bonus paftor pnU animam pro ovibus fuis. There's 
*' no doubt but you'll do the fame •, atque ide9^ 
*' My Lord, we commit to you the guard of 
** this City, and the fafety of the whole Province : 
** 'tis your part to watch for our prefervation, 
** and ours to fecond your care with all the af- 
•' fiftance that fliall lie in our power." 

This Speech being ended, the Duke of Lo n o i; e- 
V 1 L L E rofe ; and having faluted every particular 
Member with his ufual affability, he went out of 
the Palace, accompanied by his friends, and fol- 
lowed by the populace, with their repeated accla- 
mations. 

The Gentlemen of the Parliament, reflefting on 
the joy the Citizens had Ihewn at the fight of 
their Governor, began to be apprehenfive of an 
abfolute flavery ; to prevent which misfortune, 
they refolv*d to mskt their own terms with him. 

A a But 
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But whether the Duke of Longueville forer- 
faw their intention -, or elfe in order to fettle a per- 
feift confidence with them, he thought fitting to pre- 
vent them, and aflure them^ that they Ihould ever 
have the dilfiofal of all. He told them, " That 
*' the affairs in queftion, did properly concerii the 
" Parliament, and not himfelf •, that he neither 
*' defignM, nor ought to have any other employ- 
*' ment, than that of leading an Army for the 
*' welfare of the State, and their particular fer- 
*' vice : that all the levies fliould be made bj^ 
*' their orders ; that they themfelves fliould ap- 
*' point Commiffioners , out of their own body^ 
*^ both for the receit and payment of the Mo- 
** ney ; and, in fliort, that as they were priil- 
** cipally concerned in the fuccefs of this affair, 
*' it was but . reafonable they fliould be privy to all 
*' the Coundis." 

Thofe Gentlemen returned him thanks for thd 
honour he did them ; aflur^d him they would 
make as many Ordinances as he fliould defire, with- 
out examining any thing ; that, being the King^ 
Guardians, they would, at his pleafure, difpofe of 
their Pupil's Efl:ate ; and that they would run all 
hazards to ferve him, provided he would fupprels 
the Long- Vacation ', and rcfl:ore the Affemoly tb 
their ancient Privileges. The Firfl: Prefident, and 
Advocate-General, finding themfelves unable to 
fefve the King, went to St. Germains- to give him 
in account of it. 

In the mean time, the Diike of Lo n g u £ vi l l e, 
having fccur^d the People and Parliament, bent all 
his thoughts on the raifing of forces. But ha- 
ving yet no funds, he refolv'd, however, to dif- 
pofe of Employments, in order to entertain every 

body 

r 

^ Th$ Pnmh fays Sftpicftre, nuhlch pgnlfies a Commhtge of 
iki f^rlimtHHi, Am fti dmit^ th$ Long-Vacatiom 
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body with hopes ; and began to prepare for the 
eftablifliment of an Army, which was then hut upa- 
ginary. The nfioft eminent Perfons being ^flem-: 
bled, ^- he return^ them thanks for the ardour 
** they (hew'd in his fervice : adding. That for 
** his own part, he would ever acknowledge the 
" aflfeftion of thofe who followed his fortune j 
^' and that he was re^dy to entruft them with the 
*' n^oft important Employments, till he could have 
*'. a proper opportunity to gratify them with more 
*' fubftantial favour^," 

At thefe fine words, thofe illuftrious perfona 
made profound bows. A mogment after, nothing 
was heard but compliments, which infenfibly ad- 
vanced to affurances of fidelity, and proteftation§ 
of their readinefs to fpill the laft drop of their 
blood. This was attended with feveral fine 
Ipceches on the prefent ftate of affairs ; and fome 
of them, animated with jieal for their party^ 
offer'd this material advice : Wh^'^ faid they, dif 
not we Jtriks the iron whilji *//> hot ? Tou have^ 
my Lordj abundance of Nobility and Gentry with you ; 
^nd great numbers of young men in the City : Tou 
may make up a body of Gentlemen 5 a body of their 
Yalets-de-Chambre^ to whom you may join the Ci^uan- 
taine *, and the Archers ; two great battalions of the- 
mf>fi fubftantial Burghers ; and with thefe troops, go 
(^ni. furprize the ^ing at St. Germains. Tes^ ant 
fwer'd the Duke of Longu^ville, this may be 
advifeable : but it being our chief ent-erprize^ we muft. 
be careful to . take right meafures to carry it on :■ 
we fhall debate it in the firft Qouncil. In the meaft 
time^ to avoid confufion^ which ^fually nfin$ all PoT't 
ties, we muft difpofe of Emphyn^^rtfj^ ih^t every one 
may know his poft. 

A 1 Varit 



^ jifar/iculaKTrpcf of the Archir^$, ct Chyi'AfiUtif 
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Va ricarville, fo highly refpeded by the 
Free-thinkers, would accept of no employment : ha- 
ving learnt of his Rabbi, that in order to underftand 
the Old Teftament perfeftly well, a man muft ap^ 
ply himfclf.to nothing elfe, and even reduce him-r 
felf to an Herb-diet % to keep his head free from 
all grofs vapours. Neverthelefs, the averfion he 
had againft the Favourites, not permitting him to 
be idle on fuch occ^fions, he defired to be Super- 
intendant in civil matters, and to fettle all things ac- 
cording to the Prince of O n. a n o e's Memoirs : but 
gs ill luck would have it, he had left behind him, 
at Paris, a Manufcript of Count Maurice, which 
^ight have been of great ufe to him for the Ar- 
tillery and Provifions •, which, in all probability, 
was the reafon, that diere was neither ammunition 
nor bread in that Army. 

S a int-Ib AL put in for the honour of bringing 
the Enemy into France : but he was anfwer'd, tha^ 
die Generals of Paris referv'd it to themfelves. 
Jle then defir'd a full-power to treat with the 
Poles, Tartars and Mufcovites, and the fole ma- 
nagement of chimerical projects ; which was granted 
him. 

Count deFiesque, fruitful in military chime- 
ra's, befides the poft of Lieutenant-GeneraJ, which 
he had at Paris, obtained a particular commiffion 
for the beating up of Quarters, and other rafh and 
fijdden exploits, which may be refoMd upon whilft 
om is finging an air of l a Ba rr e f, or dancing 
d minuet. 

'^he Marquis. D ^Beuvron w^s made a Lieute- 
nant-General, on condition that he fhould remain 
in tljc Old l^alacc \ tl^at place, and t}>e govern- 
ment, 

' f^amarvilU W wi^h hipi ^ ^ewijh Rabbi^ who fu^efd 
jfim ta eat nothing but Herbs. 
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ment, being borii of fo great importance, that too 
much care could not be beflow*d on their pre- 
fervatipn. 

The Marquis deMatignon, ever illuftrious 
by his vanity, and now famous for the memorable 
fiege of Vallogne, commanded the Troops of Co- 
tantin, laying, He had a mind to have the little 
Army under him, and be as independent on the 
Duke of LoNGUEviLLE, as General Wal- 
STEIN was on the Emperon 

The Marquis de Hectot defir*d the Com* 
mand of the Horfe, which was granted him, be» 
-caufe he was better mounted than the reft ; he was 
about the fame age with Monfieur de Nemours, 
when he commanded the tavalry in Flanders ; and 
had an embroider'd coat exadly like his. 

Ausonville was pitched upon to be Governor 
of Rouen, as a man civilly skill'd in war, and ^ 
able to make military Harangues to the People, as 
P L E s s I s-B £ s A N4; o N. The Governor was made 
Major-General, diat he might not obey others ; and 
the Major-General, Governor, that he might not 
be obliged to quit the city : for, 'twas one of his 
maxims, That he oi:ght mt to go out^ upon any ac- 
count wbatfoever ; and he alledg'd the example of 
feveral confiderable Towns, that had been loft thro* 
the abfence of their Governors, 

Hanerib andCAu menil defir*d! to be made 
Major-Generals : H A n ^ r i e, becaufe he had been 
like to be made Eafign to the King's Genfdarmes ; 
and Caumenil, becaufe he was within an ace of 
being made Colonel of Monfieur's ^ Regiment. 

BoucAULE could not pretend that he ever faw 
an Army -, but be alledg'd, that he had been ^ 
hunter all his life-time, and that Hunting being a 

A 4 ficlurc 

• Tb9 Diih tf Orkans. 
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Pitlure of War^ according to M a c h i a v e l J^ 
forty years fpent in Hunting were, at Icaft, equi- 
valent to twenty Campaigns ; wherefore he defir'd 
to be made a Major-Gencral, which was done ac- 
cordingly. 

Flava COURT f^id. That to be a good Cap- 
tain, a man mqft have feen Armies routed, as well 
^ viftorious ; a§ Barriere " had read in the 
Puke of Ro H Ai^'s Book " : which being laid dowa 
as a maxim, he pretended that no man could con- 
ten4 with him for the advantage of his own Ex- 
perience, every body ftill remembrii^ the dif- 
order he was in, when D'Est^uqes \v:as taken 
prifoner '*. 

' They had a mind to beftow the Command of 
the Ordnance on St. Evuemond ; and to fpeak 
the truth, as he ftogd afFedked for St Germains '*, 
he could have wiQi'd to ferve the Court, by accept^ 
ing a confiderable employment, in which he had 
no manner of skill. But having promised Count 
p? Harcqurt not to ferve at all, he kept his 
word with f^im *, bpth out of a principle ojf ho- 
nour, and not to be like the Normans, moft of 
whom had broke their promife. Upon thefe con- 
fiderations^ h^c generoufly refuski the money that 

was 

'^ Queft^ prattfc^> q vero cjuefta particolare cpgnitiqne (ie* 
fu'i Cfae* Paejt) s*acquif^a pi^ mcdiahte Ic Caccie, chc per veruu* 
ditro eflercito. Per6 gli Antichi Scrittori dicono che quelli 
HerOi, che governaroho nel loro tempo il Hondo, fi nutrirono 
nelle Selve dc neHe Caccie : Perche la Caccie, oltre a quefta 
cognitione, li infegna infinite coft che fono nella Querra necef^ 

farie Qpefto ii dice per moftrare, come le Caccie, fecondo 

che Senophonte appniova, fono una Imngine della Guerra. 
Nic. Machiavelh*, jpifc^rfi fuprA la prima Deca de T. Liv'td^ 
ij^. Ill, Caf. 59. 

V. His Brothef in Law. 

»* Entitled^ Le Parfiit Capitaine, ou 1* Abrcg^ des Guerrcs 
its Commentaires de Ce(ar» vc, 

" In the War of Paris. 

'^ The King was then at that Pl0ce, 
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was ofFer'd, but which would never have been given 
him. 

Campiqn did not put in for any great em- 
ployment ; and only defir'd to be made MareC- 
chal of Battalia, in order tq learn the trade of 
War, ingenuoufly owning he was a ftranger to 
it ; but pretending to know the Country, eVen to 
the fmalleft rivulets, and the moft inconfiderable 
pafl&ges : which fdence he had learned when he 
went a hunting. with the Duke ofVENDOsME. 

Sevigny was contented with the fame em- 
ployment 5 but found he was a bubble to his own 
modefty, when he faw, that there was no Ikill re- 
quired to be a Major-General. However, he fet 
up alio, for a droll, and had the honour to make 
his Highnefs laugh. 

RucQjJEviLLE, that old fervant, would not 
take any employment ; and his long experience 
in war remain*d ufelefs, under pretence of his 
vapours. The Duke of Longue ville, to fof^ 
ten his difguft for not being made Governour of 
Caen, augmented his pehfions : but all in vain s 
RucQjuEviLLE faying openly. That he wx)uld, 
indeed, take his Matter's money, but could never 
fcu*bear fpeaking ill of him. 

Fr anqjjetot-Barb i^RoussE was a long 
while before he chole his fide: Boncoeur ** 
keeping up his irrefolution by the friendlhip of the 
Marefchal deGrammont. However, durbg his 
long deliberation, he infenfibly fet up for a Doer 
of good Offices^ delighting himfelf with the vanity 
of a falfe credit. Afterwards, being informM by 
letters from his friends, that peace was ferioufty 
negotiating, he determined to aft no longer a neu- 
tral part. He read Caesar's Commentaries^ to 
fortify his mind, which was nQt yet fully refolv'd. 
• -^ ' " V^^h^n 

V Sc his Wife was caUtd^ 



AC 
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When he catne to the Paflage of the Rubioon, he 
flopt fhort, as that great Captain had done ; and 
having mufed awhile upon the matter, he aydout, 
like him^ The Rubicon is paj^^d^ a lucky cafi may 
"zvin all ^^ He thereupon goes out in a gr-cat 
emotion, without looking either upon B o n c o£ u r 
or little Harry ", well knowing, that the fififit 
of women and children may foften the fierceft Ipi- 
rits ; and without acquainting any of his friends, 
he goes to the Didce of Loncvevillc, and 
fpcaks to him in the following manner : ** My 
^* Ix)rd, I ever was your fervant, tho not with fo 
particular a devotion, as to be thereby oblig'd to 
fcrve you on this occafion : but now I defign to 
embrace your intereft, and am come to afftire 
your Highnels, that I entirely devote my felf to 
^ you. 

The Duke's joy was fo great that it appeared 
in his countenance •, but it was mudi leflen'd, when 
Barbjerousse had explained himfelf thus : ** I 
mull join one condition to my general dcclara* 
tioii, which is, that I defign to continue here, 
when you go into the field; which, however, 
cannot be afcribed to want of courage, but to an 
unlucky ftrangury, which hinders me fi'om 
*' riding. Not that I defign to be ufelefs in the 
*' Party neither : I will negotiate with Madam d e 
" M A T I G N o N, for whom I ever entertained an 
'' affeftion ; and befides, as you have no body 
*' here that can write Relations, I (hall take care 
*' to publiQi your atchievements." Thefe laft 
words were a great comfort to the Prince : for 
to fpeal^ the truth, they had great occafion for a 

Gazetteer, 

'^ Cofifecutufque (C/tfar) cohprtes ad Rubiconem flumen, 
4fU provindae e^|us finis erat •••... eatur, inquit, qtu^ 
dtorum oftenta, cr intmicorum iniqultas vocat : ^a^a alea efi^ 
(Suetonius in Julio Caefare, cap. Jij j&* 

»7 Son to Fran^^t^ 
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Gazetteer, and he was glad to find fo fkilful a Nar- 
rator. 

FoNTRAiLLEs camc in the nidc of time to 
fee the great affair of la Bouille '*. During 
his ftay in Normandy, the Duke of Long ue* 
V I L L E made him privy to all his counfels, as he 
did Varicarville and Count deFiesqj/ei 
but FoNTRAiLLEs could not rcHlh fuch a con- 
fidence, being apprdjenfive of engaging himfelf too 
far in the Prince's intereft, and of being intruded 
with the fecret of a fecond enterprize againft Pon- 
tbife. So juft an apprehenfion oblig'd him to quit 
the party, and to carry Count de Fiesqjue: 
away with him ; reprefenting to him, that confi- 
de^ng how they govern*d their General, all the 
diforders that might happen would be charged up- 
on them, if things were carried to extremity. 

The Duke d e R e tz, from whom they expec- 
ted great Supplies, came attended only by a )Page, 
who carried his arms, and his two trufly Squires *^. 
Some found fault with his coming without Troops ; 
but they were foon fatisfy'd, when he Ihew'd *em 
a long lift of the Barons who defired to be em- 
ploy'd. For two hundred thoufand Crowns, he 
might have engaged the Bretons to take the field ; 
but for want of that fmall fum, the credit of fo 
great a Lord remain*d altogether ufelefs. ^Tis true, 
he promifed not to ipare his own perfon, and to 
ferve as a Puke and Peer in the Army of Rouen, 
with the fame afliduity as he had ferved in Flan- 
ders : 

'• M, de St, Evremond going to Rouen dnrmg this Wary met 
the Duke of Longueville at la Bouille^ {a tillage within three 
leagues of that City) with his little Army \ gave him notice 
ef the affroadi of the Kmg*s Troopt^ and thereby an oppor* 
funity to fave his own^ See the Life of M. de Su Evremond^ 
under the year i^4V* 

'9 when he was in Flanders^ he had always tm Gentlemen 
ff fhe Horfe by his fides^ a fid 4 P^fl^ that c^rri^ hU Am^* 
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dcrs. He aOurcd them befides, that Mon t pl a i- 
SIR would (bon jcnn them ; and even gave them 
ipme hopes of the Tajdnais ^. 

As for die reft, BeUe-]fle was in a very good 
pofture of defence ; there was a garifbn at Ma- 
checoul ; and Montmircl was well guarded. The 
Duke's way of living with the Ofiicers was very 
obliging : and whoever was fb happy as to. have 
a buff-coat, or a black velvet jacket, might de- 
pend upon his friendftiip. 

Thus you fee the different Employments of the 
moft confiderable perfpns of the party. If any bo- 
dy wonders that I fay nothing of their Adions, 'ds 
becaufe t know nothing of 'em : for 2^ I re^ 
mith with the utmoll exadneis, fo I menQoi^ qor 
thing but what I faw. In the mean time, I ac- 
count my felf happy that I got an averfion to 
fuch commotions, rather by oblervation, than by 
my own experience. 'Tis a trade for fools an4 
clefperado's, whidi men of fenfe and honour, anc^ 
fuch as are well to pais, ought not to. meddle 
with. 

Bubbles cqnie in daily by companies ; the outr 
laVd and the needy repair thither from all parts ; 
and there never was lo much talk of generofity 
without honour ; ^ never, fo many fine fpeeche$ 
with fo litde fenfe ; never fo many defigns with- 
put adion ; or undertakings without eftefts : in 
fhort^ 'tis all fancy, all cHimera; ; nodiing^ fubftan- 
tial, nothing real, befides want and milery. Hence 
it is, that private men complain of the great ones, 
who deceive them •, and the great ones of private 
men, who abandon them. Fools are undeceived 

■ by 

^® S9 V4I Mpnfifwr, d'AiAeterrt nick-named : hecMife when he 
WMS in the arm% he often fiole away from his company to go 
U tho trenches^ and other places of danger \ from iv hence he 
fimothnis fpturned woundid, to the great furprize of his Friends, 
V*t l/D 90t oxfiB'^ny fitch thing. 
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by experience, and draw off; men of defperate 
fortunes, who fee no alteration in their condi- 
tion, go and feek elfeilrhere fome other unlucky 
adventure t being nD lefs difgufted with the lead- 
ing men of the party, than with the favourites. 



/ 



A LETTER 



To MADAM 



^r ^^ ^P • 



IRemcmberf M^dam; that wheh I went to the 
army, I begg*d that the Chevalier de Gram- 
M o N T might fucceed me in your favour, in cafe 
I Ihould be fo unfortunate as to meet my death 
there -, in which particular, you have fo well obey'd^ 
that you love him whilft I am alive, to learn to dcf 
it better after my death. You are very punilual 
in obeying my orders 5 and fliould I continue to 
give you, the fame coiTimiflion, in all appearance^ 
yoii would fee it carefully executed. 

You may imagine^ Madamj that I defign to 
hide a real grief under a pretended banter ; and 
being fo well acqudnted with my paflion, you 
cannot eafily perfuade your felf, that lean fuffera 
Rival without jealoufy.^ But perhaps you don*c 
know, Madaiii^ that if I dare riot complain of 
you, becaufe t love you too riiiich •, I dare not 
complain of him, becaufe I love him little lefs. 
And if I muft of rieceflity be angry, tell me whoni 
t am to be moll angry with ; either with hirri Who 
goes to rob me of my Miftrefi, or you who fteal 
my Friend from nie. 

. Let the matter be how it wiUj you need not 

give your felf much trouble to appeafe my indig- 

tiation. My paffiOn is too violent to indulge my 

fefentment in the leaft s and my tenderneS will 

4 always 
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always make me forget the injuries I have recei- 
ved from you. I love you, tho perfidious ; I 
love him, tho treacherous ; and only fear that a 
fincere friend is no favourite of either of you. 
FarcweL Let us enter, I befeech you, into a new 
unknown fort of confederacy, and by a ftrange 
myftcry, let his, let your, and my friendfliip, be 
only one and the fame thing. 




m^if^MSi^Pi^i^ii^ 



A LETTER 

To the fame. 

I Thought you had utterly forgot me ; but by a 
more refined and ingenious conduct, you treat 
me as if you juft began to know me. 

In truth, I never faw fuch a civil Letter in my 
life, and at the fame time fo very little obliging 
as yours. You have hit upon fo nice, fo delicate 
an indifference, that I cannot complain of you 
without regret, nor commend you without the juft 
imputation of fillinels. Generoftty^ Gratitude^ Obli- 
gation^ are common expreflions in your Letter. 
It feems you have, for my fake, been at the ex- 
pence of learning all the terms that have been 
ufed in compliments, and have forgotten all thofe 
that exprefe any fentiment of love. It muft be 
confefs*d. Madam, that you imitate your Mother's 
ftyle perfeftly well. At firft fight, I thought I 
had received a token of her Lady(hip*s remem- 
brance. Befidcs this. Madam, that doleful jargon 
of being overwhelmed with Misfortunes^ does not 
at ail become you ; bat feems to proceed from a 
p erfon that labours under a myfterious difcompofure. 

As 
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As fop your felf, who never afted the (ham- 
mourner, how €ame you to pitch upon me, a-Gcd's. 
nanae, to tell your dokftil ftory, and entertain. 
me with the fhew of fuch noble misfortuafis ? 
Am, I then good for nothing ia the worlds but to^ 
be the confident of your affed;ed melancholy, and 
ftudied forrow ? 

As it is impoffible for you, Madam, to become 
indifferent to me, I was afking M * * * after you, 
who told me that you danced from morning till 
night, and that oiie could not pafs the time more 
merrUy than you did. 

Adieu^ miferaUe Perfon^ overwhelmed with a 
long trdn of Misfortunes^ full of Gratitude and 
Acknowledgment to thofe who take any fart ia 
your Miferies. Adieu, more tenderly^ a thou- 
fand times^ rfian you write civilly to me, I con- 
jure you to believe that you have not civility 
enough to difcourage me ; and that I would rather 
chufe to be, all my life-tinae, the confident of 
your forrow, than to have nothing at all to do 
witb you. 

A LETTER 

To MADAM ***• 

YOU are upon the point of making a very 
forry Gallant of a very good Friend ; and 
I perceive that what I call'd fatisfa^ion, when I 
was with you, is now become infenfibly fome fort 
of a charm. I talk no more of turninz into ri- 
dtcule ; and the very fame perfon who fet fuch a 
value upon your malicious fancies, now difcovers 
in you more affefting qualities, which give him a 
di%tift for your firft endearments. 

You 
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You always appeared very engaging to mc ; iJut 
now I begin to feel with emotion, what I wai 
ufed to f^ bnly with pleafufe. To ^ak plwil^ 
to you, I am afraid I hiay be in love wimyoni 
if ydu will fuffer me to love you : for at this jwis 
fent writing, I am in fuch a condition, th^t I can 
let it alone, if you don't like it. 

You muft not expect, from me any fine thoi^ht^ 
or noble raptures : I am wholly incapable of 
them, and freely leave them to the admirers df 
Madam C*** Let the drawing-rooms make 
the moft on*t. Permit Madam de *** tx> de-- 
fine Love by her own fancy ; and don't envy die 
vain imaginations of thofe miferable creatures^ 
:, who when their beauty is decayed, value them- 
lelves upon the wit that (till continues with them^ 
at the iexpence of the Fate they have loft. 

Finding mc io clownifh irt the contenipt of 
refined fendments, you'll ima^e, perhaps, that I 
am a Hero as to die eterdfes of the body : pnnr 
hearken how the cafe ftaiids widi tHe. I arii indi^ 
ferent in every thing ; and neither nature nor foi*- 
tune have done any thmg for me but what ci 
common. 

As I cannot fee .without envy thofe people diat 
are fumptuous and magnificent in their expences; 
{o I cannot, without fome difpleafure, behold 
thofe that are top much given to their plealiires : 
and. if I dare fpeak my dioughts, I hate in fomc 
meafure, theVivoNNES and the Saucours^ 
becaufe I cannot refemble them; 

My affairs go always at the fame rate : I never 
allow my felf any extravagance ; and I fland in 
need of a litde oeconomy to make things even 
at the year's end, and pafs a winter's night. 



Not 



/ 
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Not that I am reduced either to want or infir- 
mity : but to explain my lelf frankly, my e^qjence 
is fmall, and my efforts indifferent. 

Tell me now whether with thefe qualities I may 
prefume to fct up f6r your Lover, or whether I anl 
llill to continue your Friend ? 

As for my felf, I am relblv'd to take what part 
you aflign me •, and if I pafs from Friendfliip to 
Love without difficulty ; I am able to return from 
Love to Friendfhip, with as little violence. 

*************************** 

The CharaSter of the Countefs 
D'Olonne ^ 

I Don't expe<5l to be more fuccefsful in your Cha- 
rafter, than our Painters have been in your Pic-^ 
ture, where I may fafely fay, the beft performers 
have ioft their reputation. Hitherto we never 
beheld any Beauties fo accompli(h*d, but they were 
obliged to thefe mafters, either for bellowing fomc 
new graces upon them, or elfe for concealing fome 
of their defeds. You alone. Madam, are above 
thofe arts, whofe peculiar charafter it is to flat* 
tcr and embellifli. They never took the pencil 
to draw your Face, without a (hameful foil of 
their Ikill, and doing an infinite injuftice to the 
original ; in fhort, without making fo accomplifh'd 
a perfon, as your felf, lofe as many advantages 
as they ufually beftow upon thofe that don't pof- 
fcls them. 

If you are not much oblig'd to the Painters, 
you are much lels, Tm fure, to the curiofity of 

Vol. I. B your 

' Catherine Henrietta d*AngenneSy Cpuntefs d^Olonne, woe 
Daughter to Charles d*Angennes» Lord of La Loufe, Baron of 
Amhrville^ hy Mar^ dn Rayneer. 
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your drefs. You owe nothing either to the fldll 
of other people, or to your own induftry ; and 
may fafely rely upon Nature for the care fhe has 
taken of you. As there are few perfons, upon 
whom negligence fits well, I would advife Jthem 
not to depend too much upon it. 

To fay the truth, the generality of our Ladies 
are no farther agreeable than their attire makes 
them fo. Every ornament they put,, on to fet 
them off, conceals fome defedt : but every thing 
that's taken from your drefs, reftores you fome 
grace or other j and 'tis as much your intereft 
to return to the primitive fimplicity of nature, as it 
is for their advantage to avoid it. 

I will not amufe my felf with any general prai- 
fes, that are many ages old. The Sun fhall not 
fiirnifh me with a compai-ifon for your Eyes, nor 
the Flowers for your Complexion. I might Ipeak 
of the regularity of your Face, and delicacy of 
your Features ; of that charming and agreeable 
Mouth ; of that Neck fo well turned and polifh'd ; 
of diofe bewitching Breafts : but after a man has 
made the moft curious obfervations, there arc a 
thoufand things may be thought of in you, which 
cannot be well defcrib'd ; and a thoufand things bet- 
ter felt than thought of. 

Take my advice, Madam ; don't truft the care 
of your glory with any other perfon j for certain- 
ly you arc no where fo well as you are in your 
felt Appear in the midft of your Pidlures and 
Charafters, and you will eclipfe all the images that 
•fiis pofiible to frame of you. 

After having well admir'd you, what I find the 
moft extraordinary is, that you have coUeded, in 
your felf, the fcveral Charms of difierent Beau- 
ties. You are miftrefe of thofe Graces that fur- 
prize, that pleafe, that flatter, and ^ffc^: us. 

Your 
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Your Charader, proptrly Ipeakbg, is not a par- 
riojlar charafter ; 'tis that of all the Fair. One 
man maintains his heart againft an imperious, 
that fufFer'd himfelf to be conquered by a delicate 
Beauty. Delicacy gives difguft to another, who 
willingly furrenders his heart to an imperious 
miftreis. 

You alone are the foible of alt the world. The 
fiery Lover finds in you an unexhauftible fubjefl: 
for his Raptures : tender Souls find all that is pro- 
per to feed their tender nefs and their languifliings. 
I)ifFerent Tempers, various Humours, contrary In- 
clinations, all are fubjeft to your emjrire. 

Thofe pcrfiMis that were born neither to give 
nor recehre Love, preferve the firft of thefe qua- 
lities, and unhappily lofe the othen From hence 
it prbceeds, that diere is fome refemblance be- 
tween th€ warmth of your Friends, and the pat 
fion of your Lovers ; that *tis impoflible to admire 
3^u without a concern ; and that the judgment 
of the moft indifferent fpeftators is never free. 
From hence^ in Ihort, it proceeds, that everjf one 
loves in your company, except your felf alone, who 
continue infenfible. 

Thus far I have paid part of what I owe to 
your Beauty ; and 'tis none Of your leaft com- 
mendations, diat I have been able to praifeyou 
to long. 'Tis but juft I Ihould have fome confi. 
deration of my felf now ; and that in fpeaking of 
your Wit and Humour, I Ihould be allowed to in- 
dulge my own. 

I will deliver nodiing but truths : and left you 
ihould ima^e them to be difadvantageous to 
you, I will begin with the Charms of your Coo- 
veriation, wWcS are not at all inferior to thofe of 
your Face* 

B 1 Yes, 
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Yes, Madam, wc arc no leis affefted widi hear- 
ing, than with feeing you. You may infpire Love, 
even when you are veil'd ; and maJce France re- 
femble Spain, in being the fcene of Adventures of 
the fair Inviftble. 

Never was more politenefi, than we find m your 
Difcourfe ; and, what is furprizing, nothing can be 
fo lively, and yet fo juft ; fo happy, and yet fo 
well conceived. 

But let us conclude praifes, which, when they arc 
too long, never fail to be tirefome, tho they are 
never fo true : and now. Madam, prepare to hear 
with patience what I found amils in you. If 
you cannot without difficulty hear your Defedb, I 
am fure I could not without a greater difficulty 
difcover them. I was obliged to make very pro- 
found enquiries, and after a long and painful ftudy^ 
I will tell you what faults I have taken no- 
tice of. 

I have often feen you too refpeftful and con- 
defcending to ordinary perlbns ; and while this hu- 
mour lafted, fubmit your Judgment to that of many 
others, which was much inferior to yours. 

I am likewife of opinion, that you fufFer your 
felf to be too much fway'd by Cuftom. That 
which at firft fight you rightly judgM to be grofi 
and dull, has, after a (hort time, appeared juft 
and delicate without reafon ; and when you come 
to reftify thefe errors, 'tis rather by a change 
of your humour, than by any refledions of your 
mind. 

Sometimes, Madam, you fall into the contrary 
defeiSt, and by thinking too rnuch^ overlook the 
Truth ; fo that your opinions are rather nwrc 
ftrongly imagined, than folidly conceived. 

As for your Adtions, they are equally innocent 

and agreeable : but as you may very well neg- 

led thofe formdities^ that are, in truth, but fo 

3 many 
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many fetters of life, you muft expeft the cenfure 
of fools, and the ill-nature of thofe people whom 
your merit has made your enemies. 

Thofe Ladies who are your profefs'd enemies, 
are forc'd to own to us, that you have received a 
thoufand advantages from nature. But upon fome 
Qccafions we are obliged to own to them, that 
they might be better managed, and that you don't 
always make fo good ufe of them as others 
would do. 

I (hall end all with the inequality of your Tem- 
per, which you your felf now and then defcribe 
to pleafantly ; *tis vexatious to thofe that fufFer 
under it : as for me, I always find that it quickens 
my paffion » and I fee, that when we mod com- 
plain of any one's humour, 'tis then we are moft 
affedled with the perfon. However it is, we are 
fo far from bein^ able to take any advantage over 
you, that we are at a lofs what meafures to take 
with you. We eafily difoblige you without think- 
ing of it ; nay, the very defign to pleafe you, has 
more than pnce made us fo unfortunate as to dif- 
pleaie you. Believe me. Madam, a man muft be 
very happy to find out your eafy moments, and 
very critical to enjoy them. What we may truly 
lay, after we have well examin'd you, is, that no 
greater misfortune can befal a man, than to be 
in love with you, yet nothing fo difficult as to 
avoid it. 

Thefe, Madam, are the obfervations of a Ipec- 
tatpr, who, to judge the more impartially of you, 
has endeavour'd to keep himfelf free. The me- 
thod he took to continue fo, w^ to Ihun you as 
much as was poflible for him. But 'tis not enough 
for one not to fee you, after he has once beheld 
you ; and thb remedy, whidi as to other wo- 
men is infallible, does not entirely fecure us with 
yout 

P 3 Perhaps 
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Perhaps you wHl tcU me, that a man who has 
any tender fendmeats, is not generally fb li^d in 
his Judgment. But fo fbon as you will take the 
pams to let me know what you diflikc, I will im- 
mediately retrad: what I have faid. *Tis impolfibie 
to think diladvantageoufly of you, but in your ab- 
fcnce ; for to repeat what I have already told you. 
Do but appear^ Maiam^ in the tnidjl of your Pic-' 
tures and CharaSlers^ and you will foou eclipfe all 
the images the moji fruitful fancy can form of you. 




A LETTER 

To the Count efs D^Olonne, fent with the 

foregoing Qhzi^Oxt. 

I Send you herewith your Charafter, which tells 
you the general fentiments of the world con- 
cerning you ; and will inform you, that there is 
nothing fo beautiful in all France as your felf. 
Don't be fo rigorous to your own merits, as to 
4eny your felf that juftice which all the world pays 
you. Moft of our Ladies fufFer thepifelves to be 
cafily perfuaded, and entertain flattering errors with 
pleafbre ; and it would be very ftrange, indeed, if 
you could not be {Irevaird upon to believe a 
pleafing truth. 

Befides the publick opinion, you have thejudg^ 
ment of Madam dE Longueville on your 
fide. Submit to fo authentick a teftimony, with-^ 
out farther fcrupb ; and fmcc ihe believes it, be- 
lieve your felf xo be the moft cbarn^ing creature 
that wa§ qver beheldi 

From 
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From your beauty. Madam, I pafs to the mif* 
chiefs it has occafion'd, and to the infinite nun\- 
bers of thofe that daily languifli and die for you. 
*Tis not my defign to render you compaflionate ; 
on the contrary, if you would follow my advice, 
it (hall coft one or other of your unfortunate Ad- 
mirers his life. Our Poets and Romance-mongers 
have too long bantered us with feign'd deaths ; 
I demand a true one of you, which will be am 
undifputable title to your perfeftions. Among five 
or fix languifhing perfons, of my acquaintance, 
chufe whom you pleafe to honour with your laft 
rigours : and you*ll eafily lead him from languifh- 
ment to death. Difpatch him quickly for your own 
fatisfadion, and that of. 

Madam, 

Your, t^c. 



fSefSSXSQ^&SfSSf^^ 
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A L ET TE R 

ToMADAM*** 

HOW violent foever my friendfliip is, it has 
left me judgment enough to write to you 
with lels paflion and concern than I us'd to do. 
And to tell you the truth, I am fomewhat aftiam'd 
to fend you Country-fighs, which have neither the 
fweetnefe, nor delicacy of thofe you hear. But 
let them be what they will, I muft of neceffity 
venture them ; and endeavour to make you remem- 
ber me, at a time when all tihe world labours to 
have me forgotten. 

B4 ^ I 
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I don't queftion but that the interview of your 
pious Mother, and the reft of your godly family, 
was attended with abundance of tears : to be Aire, 
to fuch a Mother's tears, you paid a civil and re- 
fpedful return, like a well-bred Daughter. But 
then you know the world too well, to have any 
real tendernefs for the difquiet of thofe Prudes, 
whofe virtue is nothing elfc but a mere artifice, 
(o deprive you of thofe pleafures which themfelves 
regret. 

'Tis enough that you fliew'd once your obe- 
dience, and facrific'd your repofe to a complaifance, 
which, perhaps, you did not owe her. She is un- 
juft, if, after Ihe has exadbed fo fevere a fubmif- 
fion from you, flie pretends to regulate yoyr in- 
clinations, and conftrain the only thing Ihe has left; 
in your power. 

We love that which pleafes, and not what is 
barely permitted to us : but if you muft ask leave 
of your Parents before you love, I am fo well 
acquainted with their humour, that I dare aflure 
you, you'll have but little occafion to be acquainted 
with that paflion, fo long as you live. ^ 

But perhaps this difcourfe may be altogetner 
ufelefs i and confidering your prefent circumftanees, 
I ought rather to be apprehenfive of thofe perfonsi 
who advife you to love, than thofe who forbid 
it. Perhaps you may follow the advice I give you, 
and laugh at the reprimands of your Mother. 
How do I know but that this poor Mother of 
yours, to whom I wifli fo much mifchief, may be 
in my interefts ; and that to ftifle a growing paf- 
lion in its birth, (he does not allow ypu tjie li- 
berty to love a perfon fo remote from you .? 

Hitherto J have had all the reafon in; the world 
to cwnmend your conftancy and refolution ; but 
I doubt whether a mere idea, will be able to dif- 
pme it Jong againft a face^ and memory againft 

conver-^ 
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converfation. I have too great an uneafinefi 
upon me, to leave any longer the advantage of 
being prefent with you, to thofe Gentlemen that 
behold you ; and within a few days, no manner 
of bufinefs (hall hinder me from throwing my 
felf at your feet. In the mean time, till I come 
to entertain you with my pafllon, remember how 
many thoufand Oaths you have; fworn, to love me 
as long as you live. 

A LETTER 

To MA DAM***. 

AS nothing is fo honourable as an antient 
Friendfliip, fo nothing is fo fcandalous as 
^1 old Paffion, Undeceive your felf. Madam, of 
the.falfe merit of being faithful ; and take it for 
a d^rtain (ruth, that nothing is fo injurious to the 
reputation of a Beauty, as Conftancy. ^ Who knows 
whether you refolv*4 to love but one perfon, or 
whether you could get but one Lover ? You 
fondly imagine that you pradife a Virtue, while 
you make us fdpeft riiat you have many De- 
feds. 

But confider how many difquiets attend this 
wretched Virtue j and what a vaft difference there 
is between the difgufts of an old engagement, and 
|:he endearments of a growing Paffion ! In a new 
Amour you vrj^l find delights in every hour of the 
day: 'ti^ an iinexpreffible pleafure to find that 
Love grows upon us every minute : but in a paf- 
fion of ^ old ftanding, gur time lingers very un- 

cafily. 
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cafily, in ftill loving lefs. We may convcrle well 
enough with perfons that are indifferent to us, 
cither out of decency and good manners, or thro* 
a neceflary obligation : but how can we pafe our 
Lives with thofe we have loved, when we love 
them no longer? 

I have only four words more to fey to you, and 
I defire you to make fome Reflection upon them« 
If you like what's difagreeable, it argues an ill 
tafte ; if you have not the refolution to quit what 
difpleafes you, *tis a downright weaknefi. But do 
what you will, you*ll be eafily juftify'd with me : 
for there's no foible but I will fofgive in you, 
without pretending to any great indulgence. 

When the fair Sex tranfgrefs the LawSy 

They need no Advocate : 
Nature alone beji pleads their caufe^ 

And juftifies the fault. 




^^f^f^»^^^^^»^H^^ii^:^@y^i 



MANy who is defirous to know all 
ithingSy knows not htmfelf. 



To MONSIEUR 



♦ *♦ 



YOU are not fo fociable of late as you us'd 
to be. Study has fomething cloudy and me- 
lancholy in it, which fpoils that natural chearful- 
pefs, and deprives a Man of that readinefs of wit, 
and freedom of fancy, which are required to- 
wards a polite GMiverfation. Meditation has ftill 
worfe effedfe in Civil Society : Wherefore let me 
iidvife you to take care, that you lofe not by it 
2 with 
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wkh your friends, what you think to gain with your 

felf. 

I know very well, that the difquifition which 
employs you at prefent, is both ferious and im- 
portant ; you defire to know what you are, and 
what you fliall be in another world, when you 
fhall ceafc to be in this ? But pray tell me, can 
you imagme that thofe Philofophers, whofe Works 
you read with fo much application, have found 
what you enquire after ? They have fearch'd it, 
as well as you, but they have fearch'd it in vain. 
Your curiofity has prevailed in all ages as well as 
^our refledtions, and the uncertainty of your 
knowledge. The moft devout cannot always com- 
mand their Belief -, or the moft impious their In- 
credulity : and 'tis one of the misfortunes of our 
lives, that natural Reafon cannot affure us, whe* 
ther there be another Life or no. 

The Author of Nature was not pleafed to allow 
us to be perfedUy acquainted with our felves -, and 
amidft the too curious Defires of knowing every 
thing, he has reduced us to the Neceflity of being 
ignorant of our felves. He animates the Springs of 
cur Soul, but conceals from us the admirable Se- 
cret diat makes them move ; and that knowing 
Artificer referves to himfelf the fole Knowledge of 
his Work. He hath plac*d us in the midft of num- 
berlefs variety of Objedte, with Senfes capable of 
being afFefted with them : he has given us a Mind 
that makes continual efforts to know their Nature. 
The Heavens, the Sun, the Stars, the Elements, 
all Nature, and even the Supreme Being on whom 
it depends, are fubjeft to its Speculation, if not 
to its Knowledge. But, are we aflfeded with the 
leaft Pain ? our fine Speculations vanifh away. 
Are we in danger of Death ? there, are few peo- 
ple but would give up the advantages and pre- 
rc^q,t4V€5 of rt»e nund, to preferve this bafe and 
. ' grofs 
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grofi part, this earthly body, which Philofbphers 
fet fo little value upon. 

I return to the Opinion, which, I fuppofe, you 
will not approve, and which, however, I believe 
to be true enough, viz. Thai no man was ever con- 
vinced by reafon^ either that the Soul was certai»iy 
immortaly or that it is really annihilated with the 
body. 

'Tis not doubted, but that Socrates be*» 
lievM the Immortality of the Soul : we fee it in what 
remains of the hiftory of his Life ; and the opi- 
nions which Plato fathers upon him, feem to con- 
firm it. But yet Socrates does not warrant it 
faimfelf ; for when he appears before his Judges, he 
fpeaks of it like a man that defires it, and men- 
tions Annihilation like a Philofopher that fears it 
not. 

This, Sir, is the affurance which Socrates gives 
us of the Immortality of the Soul : let us fee what 
proofs Epicurus will give us of its Annihilation. 
E p I c u R u s is unacquainted with any thing but the 
Body : with him the Soul, the Mind, the Under- 
ftanding, all is matter, all fubjeft to corruption and 
difToIution, But does he not feem to contradid 
at his death, the maxims he taught during his life ? 
Pofterity affefts him ; his memory becomes dear to 
him ; he flatters himfelf with the reputation of his 
writings, which he recommends to his difcipleHE r- 
M AC H u s. His mind, which was fo far engag*d in 
the opinion of Annihilation, is affefted with tender- 
nefs for it felf, laying up honours and pleafures for 
a (late different from that it is going to quit. 

From whence, think you, proceed the contradiftions 
we find in Aristotle and Seneca, about this 
matter ; but from Uncertainty in a queftion of the 
moft importance, as well as die moft remote from 
our knowledge ? Fron> whence proceeds this di- 
verfity of opinions ^ 'Tis becaufe they are confounded 

by 
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by the different notions of prefent Death, and fu- 
ture Life, Their Soul, which is a ftranger to it 
felf, eftabliflies or overthrows its own opinion, ac- 
cording as it is feduced by the various appearances 
of truth. 

Solomon, who was the greateft of all Kings^ 
and the wifeft of all men, feems to furnifli the Liber- 
tines with arguments to defend their errors, even at 
the very time when he advifes good men to continue 
firm in the love of Truth. If any one ought to 
have been free from error, doubts, and inconftancy, 
liirely it was Solomon : yet we fee by the ine- 
quaCty and changeablenefs of his condud, that he 
was fome times tired with his Wifdom, as he was 
at others, weary of his Folly ; that his virtues and 
vices gave him dilgufts by turns ; that fome times 
he thinks all things are governed by Chance ; 
and that at other times he afcribes all to Provi- 
dence. 

Let the Philofophers, kt the Learned ferioufly 
examine themfelves, and they will find not only 
an alteration, but even an abfolute contrariety in 
their opinions, Unlefe Faith fubjedts our Rew>n, 
wc pais our lives betwixt Belief and Unbelief ; in 
endeavouring to perfuade, while we are unable to 
convince our felves, 

I know very well that fome inftances may be 
offered, which feem to contradift what I affert. A 
Diibourfe upon the Immortality of the Soul, has 
prompted fome perfons to feek Death, that they 
mi^t the fooner enjoy the felicity that was promised 
them in another Life '. But when we once come 

to 

* CUomhrotHSf a mud Phikfopbir, threw himfelf into th$ 
8tm, Mpttr having nod PUto^s Timanis. Cicero obferves^ that 
Htpfioi, th$ PhUofofher, made fi lively a refrefentation of the 
mytrks of tint Zifi, m hit faUiek LeHtiret» that feveral ferfons 
wmr9 ihrety mdmd to make away with themfelves. A malis 
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to this pafsy *us no longer reafon that guides us, 
but rather paffion that hurries us away 5 'tis no 
more the difcourfe that has an eflFed upon us, but 
the vanity of a noble Death, which we fooliflily pre- 
fer before Life ; 'tis a wearinefs of prefent mife- 
jries^ and a hope of future enjoyments 5 'tis a blind 
love of glory j 'tis a diftemper : in a word, 'tis ^ 
fury that oiFers violence to natural inftind, and pms 
us bcfides our fclves. 

Believe n>e, Sir^ a ferene undifturbed mind is but 
littkd moved by the r eadir^ of P l a t o. It be- 
longs to God alone to make Martyrs, and engine 
us by his promifc to leave the Life we enjoy, for 
another which we know nothing of. For a man 
to pretend to convince himfelf of the Immortality 
of the Soul by reafon, is a kind of diftruft of At 
promife God has given us about it •, and, in fi>me 
meafure, renouncii^ the only thing that may fecure 
it to us. 

What has De s C a r t e s gdn'd by his pretended 
demonftration of a purely fpiritual, and ever-think* 
ing Subftance ? What has been the refult of fuch 
refined fpeculations ? Why, he has made the worM 
believe that Religion did not convince him, widiout 

perfiiading 

igitur, fays he, mors aMuctt, non a bonis, venim fi quxrimns. , 
Hoc quidem a Cyrenaico Hegefia fie copiose difputatur, ut is a 
rege Ftolomaeo prohibitus efle dicatur ilia in fcholis dicere, qood 
multi, his anditts, mortem fibf ipfi confctfcerent Tuftml* Qtk^ 
lib. I. cap. 54* Hs mentions afterwards CUinnbrotus : Callima^ 
chi quidem epigramma in Ambraciotam Cleombrotunn eft : cpsem 
ait^ cum nihil ei accidiflet adyerfi, ^ muro fe in mare abjecifie 
Ictto Platonis libro. VaUrius Maximus relates the fiory if Hgm 
gefias, as a proof of the force of Eloquence. Quantum j fays be, 
cloquentia valuifle Hegefiam Cyrenaicum philofophum aroitra- 
Blur \ qui fie mala vitas repreteatabat ; ut eorum miferanda ima* 
gine audientium pedoribus mferta^ mukis voiuntarix mortis 
sppetenda cupidiuMnv ingeoerarec \ Ideoqiie a rege Ftobitao 
iilterius hac de r« diilorert pt«lubitus e&» Mmoraijk Ub» yiis. 
€ap» 9* $ 4« 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. p 

perfuading either himfelf or others by his argu- 
ipents. 

Therefore, Sir, read, think, meditate, and reflefl-j 
as long as you pleafe, and you will find, after all 
your reading, thinking, meditating, and reflefting, 
that it belongs to Religion alone to decide, and 
that Reafon ought to fubmit. 




Reflections on the Mawm^ That we 
ought to defpife Fortune, and not 
care for the Courts 



IT is more difficult to make the world acquiefcQ. 
in this Ma»m than in the others * : for not 
only they who receive favours, but even thofe who 
have but bare pretenfions to them, are apt to ridi- 
cule a notion lo contrary to their own. 

I own one can hardly believe, that any reafona- 
ble man did ever pretend to make that opinioa 
univerfal : I fuppofe it was calculated for the un- 
fortunate, with no other defign than to cure dif- 
tempered minds of an unprofitable uneafinefs ; in 
which cafe I cannot find fault with it. If a man 
be allowed to call a Miftrefi ungrateful and cruel, 
whom he has courted without fucceis ; thofe who 
think themfelves ill ufed by Fortune, may, with 
more reafon, claim the privilege to forfake her, 
and, at a diftance firom her, to feek for a repofe 
that may ballance the advantages fhe has deny'd 

them. 

* This is [$h$ Maxim wffiik is th$ jbf/WI rf $h$ fhngoing 
Difimrfif dec Sw tht life pf M. de St« ZyjxpoAxA^ mder the 
j/ear 1647. 
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them. What injury do we do her to pay her in 
the fame coin, and return contempt for contempt I 
Therefore I won't think it ftrange, for a man of 
honour to deibife the Court -> but I think it ridioh 
lous in himfelf to pride in the defpifing it. 

There is another fort of men every whit as in- 
tolerable : fuch are chofe who can't leave the Court, 
and yet are vex'd at every thing that pailes there ; 
who intereft themfelves in the difgrace of the per*, 
fons they are moil indifierent to, and find lauk 
even with the preferment of their own friendi 
They look upon all the good and ill that's done 
to others, to be downright injufUce ; and they are 
equally provoked by favours, dio never fb well 
deferv'd -, and by punilhments, tho never fb juft. 
Yet if you can liften to thefe perfons, they'll talk 
of nothing but Conftancj^ Generofth^ and Honour \ 
every thing they fay, is always attended with a 
melancholy air, that makes you fad, inftead of af« 
fording you any comfort. They find a certain plea- 
fure in complaints, which cancels our gratitude for 
their pity. 

Go where you will, you may expeft to find the 
world composed of two forts of perfons ; the men 
of Bufinefs, and the men of Pleafure. 

The firft ifly the approach of the miferable, and 
:ire afraid of becoming fo by contagion. If one 
has a mind to get into their acquaintance, he muft 
conceal his misfortunes, and endeavour to be fer- 
viceable to them, in fome refpeft or other. 

Others,, giving themfelves up entirely to their 
Diverfions, have fomething more of humanity in 
them, and are eafier of accefs. Their Miftrefles 
and Confidents make good ufe of thofe follies by 
which they are poflefe'd. Their fouls are more 
open, but their conduft is more uncertain. Paffion, 
with them, always prevails above Friendlhip ; and 
they look upon the duties of fociety, as an infup- 

portable 
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portable burden. Therefore, to converfe with 
them, you muft follow the courfe of their plea- 
fures, confide but little in them, and get what ydu 
can from them. 

The greateft art confifts in knowing thefe twcf 
forts of perlbns well. As long as you are engaged 
in the world, you muft comply with its maxims ; 
becaule nothing is more unprofitable, than the wit 
dom of thofe perfons who fet up for Reformers 
of the age. 'Tis a part a man cannot aft long, 
without offending his friends, and rendring him- 
felf ridiculous. 

In the mean rime, moft of thefe Reformers 
have their views, their interefts, and their cabals, 
^Tis to no purpofe to expofe them -, for all that is 
faid of thenl, either at court, or upon the ftage, docs 
not difcourage them. Hearken to their Remon- 
ftrances, and they will immediately become your 
Matters -, give no attention to them, and you muft 
exped: they'll be your Enemies. As long as for- 
tune fmil'd upon them, they enjoy'd her favours ; 
and when they happen to fall into dilgrace, they 
feek to raife and advance their Intereft, by affeft- 
ing a reputation of integrity. To what purpofe is 
it, for a man to hate in another, the Fortune he 
would not negleft for himfelf ? Their Averfion is 
levelled at thofe who are Candidates for favours ; 
their Envy at thofe that. obtain them j and their 
Spite at the perfons that diftribute them : to have 
tlieir efteem, or their friendfhip, one muft be dead, 
or at leaft very miferable. 

I know that a man of fenfe is always to be pi- 
tied in adverfity, and a fop always to be defpis'd, 
let his fortune be what it will : but to hate Fa- 
vourites, purely out of hatred to Favour ; and to 
love the miferable, merely out of the confideration 
df their Difgrace, is a very odd fort of conduft ; 
imeafy to one's felf, infupportable to others, and 

C always 
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and its juftice has a right to punifh fuch a en* 
tninal condu6t 



■:^'-- 
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A LETTER 

To Count D'Olonne \ 



You left me yefterday in a Converfation that 
infenfibly became a furious Difpute ; in which 
every thing was faid, that can be alledged Pro 
and Con^ either for the diigrace or advantage of 
. Learning. You may eafily guels at the contending 
parties ; and you know they had both of them a 
great concern in maintaining their caufe : B a u t r u • 
having no great obligation to nature for his Ge- 
nius •, and the Commandeur * may fay, without be- 
ing ungrateful, that he owes his talent neither to 
Arts nor Sciences. 

The dilpute was occafionM by the commendar 
tions beftow*d on the Queen of Sweden % for the 
great variety of her knowledge ; when the Coni* 
mandeur, all on the fudden, rofe from his chdr, 
and taking off his hat with a particular air. Gen- 
tlemen, fays he, if the Queen of Sweden had known 
no more than the cuftoms of her own Country, 
ftie had continued there ftill. To learn our Lan- 
guage and Falhions, to put herfelf in a condition 

of 

* Count d*olonne ivas of the Houft of la tremoullle. 

' William Bautru, Count of Serrant. Ses M. Bayle's Di6lionary^ 
in thi Article fiautru* 

^ The Commandeur de Jars, of the Family of Rachefitt* 
caultJ 

^ §iueen Chriftina luas then (i^S^) in France. 
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Ws friends. Generally fpeaking, he is more hearty 
than thofe who feek their own glory in aflifting 
others ; who aim at nothing but to recommend 
themfelves, by giving teftimonies of their con- 
ftancy, and who prefer the nbife of a go.6d ac- 
tion, before the good of thofe they defign to 
oblige. 

Of thefe two forts of peribns, the firft pretend 
to keep at a diftance from the unfortunate, that 
they may be more capable of ferving them ; the 
others run after them, to tell them how they are 
to manage themfelves. Whilft the firfl: are con- 
cealed, and only think how to relieve the afflided; 
die others love nothing fo much, as to exercifc 
a wild and imperious generofityj and to domi- 
neer over thofe that ftand in need of their 
credit, j^,. 

I have gone too far in this difcoiirfe : I (h^lijL^ 
tonclude it with a word or two, concerning thc,^ 
opinion one fhould entertain of Favourites. ^^^^^-^^J. 

In my mind, their greatnefi ought never id 
dazzle our eyes ; we may judge of them, within 
our felves, as we do of other men : either efteem 
or defpife them, according to their Perfedtions or 
Defedls ; love br hate them^ according to the 
Good or Dl they do us. I am likewife of opinion^ 
that we ought never to be wanting to pay that 
acknowledgment which is due to them •, carefully 
to conceal the flights and difgufts we receive at , 
their hands : and when honour or intereft would 
carry us to revenge, to relpeft the inclination of 
the mailer, in the perfon of the enemy i not td 
confound the publick good with our own; and 
never to make a Civil War of a private Quarrel. 

To delpife, ot hate them, are free motions,' fo 
long as we keep them to our felves ; but Wheri 
they carry us to things wherein the State is coil- 
,€ern*d, we are accountable to it for oiir aflions i 

G 2 sma 
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tlnn^ ccnUnt tbemfelves with the Latin of their Mar 
ru.\l, -7j /^r ihoje thai were dejignedfor the Courts 
cr '. »■ :bc Arm-jy they went fairly and bonejily totbt 
,-? .;.:./';v, to learn to ride the great borfe^ to dance^ 
/.• ':'n^i\ to play ufon t/?e Lute^ to vaults a tinSure 
f liv Mjiiyni^itiiks, and that was all. There were itt 
y- v':r .1 tlcu'iKd hravej valient j and accompUftH 

r. 7..-". ^lus /ivT HERMES * and the Bel- 

1 1 ^ 4 «; ;> T s ^ C£rrr' formed. Latin ! in my time. La- 
, 1 .:-:: frrn a fcarJal for a Gentleman to he 
,- f •; •,- <u":h if, I knozv the great qualities (f 
\i ,,. V' f ?i7AY, and am Us humble Servant. But 
? fi'v/r .V. ^'>^, tha: :h: la:e Conneftable of Movv- 
X' o ^ T NC v" InrLi' hrii- to maintain bis credit in the 
PwifhTSy and hi> in: crrjl ar Court y and yet was not 
/.///, tn read Little LatiHy I ja\y and good French. 

It happtii'J luckily for the Commandcur that hk 
ad\^rj*ary IkuI the Gout : otherwifc he had revenged 
the quarrel ot Latin, with fomething more eflfedual 
than mere bluftcr and words. The Conteft was 
renewed afrefli i the former being refolv*d, Si- 
^> E A s ^ like, to die a martyr for his opinion, and 
the other ftill maintaining the caufc of ignorance, 
with a great deal of honour and refolution ; when a 
charitable Prelate ^ who chanced to be in the room, 
interpofed to accommodate the difference ; being 
ravilhed to meet fo favourable an opportunity to 
fliow his Wit and Learning. He cough'd thrice 
very methodically, and then turning himfelf to- 
^ards the Dodor, he thrice fneer'd (as your men 
of the world do) at our pleafant Ignoramus ; and 

when 

C P^ul de la Barthe, Marefchal d$ Therma. 

1 Tfa ^^^' ^f ^«%^''^*» ^^^^^ Mafter of the Horfi. Set the, 
VMllolf©* dcs Hommey illuftrcs of Brantome, Fol» III. 

tflfe Hero of a fmall Tnat'tfe of Theoph'tliy wherein a Pe* 
yjjLy^ is %veU chara^erix^d. See the Second Part of his Works ^ 
"^^Mh the Beginning. 
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when he thought he had compofed his countenance 
well enough, digitis gubernantibus vocem '% he fpoke 
after this manner: ^ 

/ muji tell you^ Gentlemen^ I mujl tell you, that 
Z^earning adds to natural Abilities ; and likewife that 
the gifts of nature give a grace to Learning. A Ge^ 
nius of it felf^ without rule and art^ is like a torrent 
that runs down with impetuoufnefs : and Knowledge 
without natural PartSj refembles thofe dry and barren 
fields J that are fo difagreeable to theftght. Now Gen-f 
tlemen^ the buftnefs is how to reconcile what you have 
fo unadvifedly divided \ and to re-eflablifh an Union 
where you have made a Divorce^ Learning is no^ 
thing in the world but a perfect Knowledge^ and Art 
is nothing but a rule that direifs Nature, ff^ou^d you^ 
Sir^ addrefling himfelf to the Commandeur, be ig- 
norant of the things you fpeak of and value your 
felf only upon a natural Genius^ which is irregular^ 
and far from perfection ? And you^ Mr. B a u t r u, 
will you renounce the natural beauty of the mindj to 
render your felf a flave to troublefome precepts and 
borrowed knowledge-? Come^ comCy replied bluntly 
the Commandeur, let us make^ an end of this dif 
courfe ; / wou^d rather bear with his Knowledge am 
bis Latin J than with the long harangMe you have made 
us here. 

- The good man B a u t r u, who was not of an 
irreconcilable nature, waa immediately appeas'd 5 
and to quit fcores with the Commandeur, prefer*cl 
his agreeable Ignorance to the magnificent words 
of the Prelate ; who, for his part, went off with 
a profound Contempt for both, and a deep. Satis:^ 
faftion in himfelf. 



^% Sfi J^jftroniust, cap. 12;^ 



K 



5^0 THE WORKS OF 

A LETTER 

To MONSIEUR***. 



YOU acquaint me. Sir, that you are in love 
with a Proteftant Lady ; and that were it 
not for the difference of Religion, you could rt- 
folve to marry her. If you are of fuch a temper, 
as not to be able to bear the thought of being 
feparated from your Wife in the other world, I 
advife you to marry a Roman-Gatholick. But if I 
were inclined to alter my condition, I (hould wil- 
lingly marry a woman of a different Religion from 
my own : for I fhould be afraid, left a Catholick 
thinking her felf fecure of poflTefling her Husband 
in the next world, (hould bethink her felf of en- 
I joying a Galant in this. 

I Befides, I have an uncommon thought, which, 

{ however, I believe to be true, viz. That the Pro- 
1 tcftant Religion is as advantageous to Husbands, as 
i the Catholick is favourable to Lovers, 
\ That Chriftian Liberty which the Proteftants boaft 
• of, creates a certain fpirit of Refiftance, which bet- 
' jter fecurcs t^e women againft the infinuations of 
jtheir Lovers : whereas the fubmiffion which the Ro- 
mifti Perfuafion requires, does, in fome meafure, 
incline them to fuffer themfelves to be overcome : 
and indeed, a foul that can fubmit to grievous Pe- 
nances, muft needs give way to pleafurable Im- 
preffions. 

A regular Life is the main fcope of the Reformed 
Religion ; and Regularity eafily begets Virtue. The 
Romifh makes women far more Devout •, and De- 

yotion eafily turns into Love. 

< ■ • • , ■ . . - • . - 

The 
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The one thinks it is fufficient to forbear what is 
forbidden : the other, who admits of works of Su- 
pererogation, allows herfelf fome irregularities, tho 
forbidden, becaufe (he does a great deal of good 
which is not exafted from her. 

With the firft, the Church is a fecurity to Hus- 
bands •, with the other, a place of the greateft 
danger. And, indeed, the Objedb of mortification 
in our Churches, do frequently enough inipire 
Love. In the pi6hjre, for inftancc-fake, of M a r y 
Magdalen, the reprefentation of her Repen- 
tance, will, in old women, raife an idea of her 
auftere Life ; but the young will take it for a Ian- 
guifhment of her Paffion : and whilft the goodMo* 
ther defigns to imitate the Saint in her fuffering^, 
the melting Daughter thinks only on the Sinner, 
and amoroufly revolves the occafion of her Repen- 
tance. 

Thofe penitent Ladies, who in a Convent mourn 
for the fins they have committed in the world, 
are an example for pleafure, as well as for grief : 
nay, perhaps they beget a Confidence in finning, 
by affording the profped of a Refource in repent- 
ing. A woman does not feparately contemplate 
part of their Lives, but propofes the whole to her 
imitation ; and giving her felf up to Love while 
flie is young, Ihe referves her tears for the com- 
fort of her old age. In that melancholy period 
of life, fo very fubjeft to pain, *tis a kind of plea- 
fure to mourn for one's Sins, or at leaft a diver- 
fion for tears, which Ihould be beflow'd on one's 
infirmities. 

Then, fay you, / am entirely fafe with a Pretejiant : 
to which I anfwer what honefl Hippothadeus 
faid to Pa N u R G E : Tes^ anU pleafe God '. He 
that's wife, trufts to Providence j depends upon 

it 

* Sie Rabelais^ Book III* Chaf. 30. 
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it for his fecurity ; and o<i himfelf for a quiet 
min4. 

OF PLEASURES, 

To the Count P'Olonne.. 

YO U a(k me what I am doing in die Country ? 
I talk widi all forts of people, I diink of all 
manner of fubjefls^ and meditate upon none. 
The trudis I look for, need not be narrowly 
fearch^d into : and, befides, I avoid having too 
long and too ferious a Con verfadon with my felf 
about any thing. Solitude imprints upon us I 
know not what fort of dreery fadnefs, barely by 
putting us upon thinking on the wrctchednefs of 
our condition. 

If a man intends to live happy, he muft make 
but few refledlions upon Life, but often depart, 
as it were, from himfelf, and amidft the diveriions 
which exterior objedls furnifh him with, fteal frona 
the knowledge of his own miferies. 

DivertifementSj or Divtrfions^ have borrowed their 
name from the Diver fion they give us, from fad 
an4 tirefome objedts, to thofe that are pleafing 
and agreeable : which fufficiendy fhews, how dif- 
ficult it is to overcome the hardftiips of our con- 
dition by any force of mind, but that a man 
aiay ingenioufly decline them by dexterity and ad- 
dreb. 

'Tis the diflinguifhing Chara(9:er of God alone, 
that he c^n contemplate himfelf, and in himfelf 
find his Felicity and Repofe. We can hardly cafl 
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our eyes upon our felves, but we there difcover 
a thoufand Defefts, which oblige us to feek elfe- 
where what is wanting in ourfelves. 

Glory, Reputation, Riches, Amours, and weU- 
manag'd Pleafures, are a mighty relief againft the 
rigours of Nature, and the n>iferies of Life. And, 
indeed, the principal end for which Wifdom wa? 
given us, was to diredt us in the enjoyment of 
Pleafures : but for all the excellence of that Virti^e, 
we (hall find it ftands us in fmall dead, when we arc 
either rack'd with Pain, or alarm'd with the ap- 
proaches of Death. 

PossiDONius's Philofophy prompted him tQ 
fay, in the fharpeft fits o[ the Gout, ^at the Gout 
was not Evil ; but his Pain was not a \ihit the lelj 
for it. S o c R A T E s's Wifdom made him difcourf? 
^ great deal at his death s but his uncertain Rea- 
Ibnings perfuaded neither his fi-iends, nor himfel^ 
of the truth of what he faid. 

I know fome people, who difturb the joys of 
their fereneft days, by the contemplation of a fq- 
lemn Death ; and, as if they were not Ifeiorn to live 
in the world, they only think on the manrier of 
going out of it. In the. mean time, it comes to 
pafs, that the extremity of Pain dafhes to pieces 
their fine refolutions, when they Hand moft in need 
of them ; that a fever throws them into a delirium; 
pr that doing every thing prepofteroufly, they are 
ftrangely fond jof Life, when they mufl; rcfolye to 
quit it: v ;. 



' Oculifque errantihus alto :- • 

^cb/ivU ccslo lucemy ingemuitque repertd *. 

V Virg. JEneid. Lib. I V. 

M \ for 

^. Thmt op^d her, havy^^gyes, and fought the Light 9 
But having found it^ ficken^d at the fight ; 
jifUlr closed her lids^ ^f lafi, in tndlefs Night, 

• Drydcm 
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For my own part, as I ever liv*d at a venture, I 
ftiall be contented to die in the fame manner : 
and fince Prudence had fo fmall a Ihare in the 
aftions of my Life, I (hould be forry Ihc fiiould 
take upon her to control! its end. 

To (peak fobcrly, all the circumftances of Death 
regard only thofe that remain behind us. Weak- 
neis or Refolution, all is equal at the laft mo- 
ment : and 'tis ridiculous to imagine, that this 
can fignify any thing to thofe who are goii^ to 
be nothing themfelve^. There's nothing that; 
can effedtually conquer the horror of this diflblu- 
tion, but the perfuafion and confident expe<^adon 
of another Life, with fuch a compofure of mind, 
as to hope every thing, and fear nothing. After 
all, we muft infenfibly go whither fo many brave 
juid good men are gone before us, and whither 
we (hall be foDow'd by fo many others. 

If I difcourfe fo much upon Death, after having 
faid that the contemplation of it is irkfome, *ti$ 
becaufe it is almoft impoffible not to make fomc 
Reflexions upon a thing fo very natural. Nay, 
it would be a kind of effeminacy not to dare to 
think of it : but let people fay what they will, I 
cannot approve a particular ftudy of it ; for fuch 
an employment is too inconfiftent with the en- 
joyment of Life. We may fay the fame thing of 
Sadnefs and all forts of Sorrows : a man cannot ab- 
folutely difmgage himfelf from them ; and I think 
them not only allowable, but reafonable on fome 
occafions. Indifference is fcandalous in fome forts 
of misfortunes ; and a tender concern is juftly felt 
.upon the difgrace of a true Friend : but then our 

• grief ought to be rare, and foon laid afide ; where- 
'^'as joy ought to be frequently aad artfully enter- 
tained. 

^ We can never beftow too much addrefs on the 
/Management of our Pleafares j and, after all, the 

• • * moft 
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tnoft skilful do feldom relifh them well. A long 
preparation, by taking away the furprize, deprives 
us of what'$ moft quick and exquifite in them. 
If we take no care of them, we enjoy them pre- 
pofteroufly, in a hurry incpnfiftent with Politenefi^ 
^d a true nice Tafte. 

An imperfect enjoyment is attended with Regret i 
a furfeit of pleafure with DiJguft. There's a cer- 
tain nick of time, a certain medium to be ob- 
ferv'd, with which few people are acquainted. We 
much enjoy the prefent Pleafures, without impair- 
ing the future *. 

Neither ought the thought of wifli'd-for goods 
to appal th^ relifh of th6i& we poflefs. This made 
the greateft men among tBe Antients fet fo great 
a value upon fuch a moderation as may be flyPd 
Oeconomy, in things either defir'd or obtained. 

As you do not exadt from your friends fuch a 
regularity as may lay a conftraint upon them, I 
communicate to you the Reflexions I have made 
without any order, and jufl: as they occur in my 
mind. 

All men are by nature prompted to gratify their 
Pleafures, tho differently, according to the difference 
of humours and tempers. The Senfual abandon 
themfelves grofly to their appetites, indulging them- 
felves, like other animals, in all natural enjoy- 
ments. 

The Voluptuous receive an impreffion upon the 
fenfes, that reaches the very Soul. I don*t mean 
that Soul purely intelligent, from whence proceeds 
the mofl exquifite light of Reafon ; but a Soul 
more mix'd with the body, which is affefted by 
all fenfible things, apd knows and reliflies plea- 
fures. 

The 



* See the Ohfervaticns on the Morajs of Epicurus, in the 
fecond Volume* 

3 
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The mind has a greater Ihare in the taftc of thi 
Nice, than in that of others. Were it not for the 
Nice, Gallantry had been unknown ; Mufidc hzrfh 
and uncouth ; and Meals coarfe and nafty. To 
them we are indebted for the eruditus luxus of 
Petronius, and all thofe polite and exquifite 
difcoveries which our refin'd age has made. 

I have made other obfervations upon the Ob- 
jects that pleafe us ; and methinks I have remarked 
vcfy particular differences in the impreflions they 
make upon us. 

There is a flight fort of impreflion^ that does^ 
as it were, but glance upbh the Soul, awake its fen- 
litive part, and employ^t'about agreeable Objedbi 
on which it dwells with complacency, without ei- 
ther care, or much attention. 

There is a fort of fofc and voluptuous imprel- 
(ions, which melt, as*it were, and delicioufly diSufe 
themfelves over the * Soul ; from whence arifes 
that fWeet atid dangerous lazinels, or indiffe^- 
rence, which robs the mind of its vivadty and 
vigour. 

There are moving Objefts, which make their im- 
preflion on the heart, and ftir up its affedtiori. 
There are others, which by a fecret Charm, hard 
to be exprefs'd, keep the Soul in a kind of In- 
chantment. There are others again fo very keen, 
that they touch die Soul to the quick, and give 
it a pleafing fmart. Beyond this, are the Raptures 
and Swodnirtgs, which proceed from a difpropor- 
tibn between the ferife of the Soul, and the impref- 
fion of the Objeft. In the firft, the Soul is tranf- 
ported by a kind of Ravilhment 5 and in the other. 
It finks under the weight of its Pleafure, if one 
may fo fpeak. 

This is what I had to fay to you about Pleafures : 
it now remains, that I fay fomething of the Mind^ 

when 
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when it comes to it felf again, and is reftor'd tA m 
its rtatural ftate. * " 

As light and wandring Minds never enjoy them- ♦ 
felves ; fo on the contrary, the thinking and fatur- 
nine are ftill converfant with themfelves ; and it is 
to be fear'd, that inftcad of tafting the fweets of 
true Repofe, their lazy and unaftive application 
may throw them into Wearifomnefii However^ 
that time which a man renders tedious to himfelf^ 
by his fuUen humouf, is no left plac*d to his ac- 
count, than the fweeteft part of Life. Thofe me- 
lancholy hours, which we would fain pals away 
with pi-edpitation, do full as much contribute to 
make up the number of oqr days, as thofe that 
efcape us with regret. 

I am none of thofe, who fpend their time in 
complaining of their condition, inftead of think- 
ing how to alleviate it. 

Unhappy Knowledge^ fource of all our woesj 
DeftruSlive of our Pleafure and Repofe. 
fVhy, whenfome dire mifcbance has beenfuJiaMd^ 
Should the ungratefal image be retained ? 
Mufl we to grief fuch flavifh homage pay^ 
As ftgh our bejly our deareji hours away ? 
Or to improve the prejfures of our doom^ 
MuH we bewail the pajl, or fear the Ills to come ? 

I freely leave thofe Gentlemen to their mur- 
murs, and endeavour to extraft fome comfort from 
thofe very things they repine at. I entertain 
my felf with an agreeable remembrance of paft 
enjoyments, and with pleafant ideas of what is to 
come. 

If I am oblig'd to regret any thing, my Re- 
grets are rather fentiments of tendernefs than of 
grief: and, if in order to avoid Evil, we muftne- 
ceflarily forefee it, my forefight never goes fo far . 

as 
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Ib fear. 'Tis my aim, chat the confcioufnefs df 
feeling nothing that troubles me, and the coniU 
deration of feeing my felf free, and mafter of my 
felf, (hould give me the fpiritual pleafure of good 
Epicurus. I mean that agreeable Indolence, 
which is not a ftate without either grief or plea*- 
fure, but the nice fenfc of a pure Joy, which pro- 
ceeds from a repofe of confcience, and a lerenity 
of mind. 

After all, what Pleafure foever we find in our 
felves, let us take care not to dwell too long at 
home. *Tis an eafy paflage from thefe fecret 
joys to inward grie^ ; fo that ther^ is no lefs 
good husbandry required in the enjoyment of our 
own goods, than in the ufe of thofe that are ex- 
ternal. 

Who knows not that the Soul is tir'd with being 
always in the fame ftate ; and that, at long run, it 
would lofe all its vigour, if it were not awakened 
by its paflions. 

If a man intends to live happy, he muft make 
but few refleftions upon Life ; but often depart, 
as it were, from himfelf, and amidft the diverfions 
which exterior objedts furnifh him with, fteal from- 
the knowledge of his own miferics. 

Ne^er break tb'j reft with the deftgns of Fale ; 
For he that ft ill improves his frefent ftate^ 
^hat follows time^ infenftble of fears ^ 
And counts bis Pleafures^ rather than his years ; 
With eafe and freedom taftes the frefent Joy^ 
And diftant Hh do ne*er bis thoughts employ. 
His mind unbent^ in innocent Repofe^ 
No real griefs no gloofny moments knows. 

He keeps a fweet remembrance of the pafty 
And bugs the prefent while the tranfports laft :- 
He ftecds from the chagrin the future gives ^^ 
Andy as the happy minutes come^ he lives. 
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He rules his Phjjlons with a fov^reign fwa'ji 
And makes inferior Appetites obey, 
: Sometimes his Reafon meets the coming joy^ 
' And with King I\ature*s Diifates does comply i 
Favour he thinks a blejftng worth dejire^ 
And Glory does his aSlive foul infpire : 
Tet both pe fees without a jealous eye^ 
And Stat^'Convulfton's dorft his reft dejiroy. 

From Virtue^s golden mean he never [werves^ 
And neither fears the thunder^ nor deferves. 

In the fame ftream his Joys and Virtues flow^ 
He looks dnHeav*nj yet fcorns not Earth below i 

When ly^Hiure fummons to another ftatCy 
He does not vainly murmur at bis Fate. 
Dull Volumes of the Schools he throws away^ 
And Heav^n^s Decrees does patiently obey. 

This IS thfc utmoft of what the Philofophy of' 
Epicurus and Aristippus can afford to theii* 
followers : but true Chriftians, far more happy by 
the purity of the Precepts of the Gdfpel, will taft^ 
the fweets of an innocent Life, which will be ftill 
attended by a greater Felicity* 



A JUDGMENT 

On the SCIENCES to which aXientlenuUt 

may apply himfelfi 

YOU aJk me my dpinion, about fhdfe ScienCei 
to which a Gendeman may apply himfelf i 
I will give you it very impartially, without pre*- 
tending to determine any man's Judgment by min(e« 
VoLL D I 
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I never was much addidted to Reading ; and if I 
employ any hours that way, they are the moft idle, 
without defign, without order, when I cannot enjoy 
the Converfation of ingenious Gentlemen, and find 
my felf debarred from pieafurable entertainments. 
Do not therefore expea that I fhould fpeak to 
you profoundly of thofe things, which I have but 
curforily examined, and upon which I have but 
flight Reflexions, 

t)ivinitj feems to me very conliderablc, as it is 
a Science which refpcdb Salvation : but in tny 
judgment, it is become too common 5 and 'tis ri- 
diculous, that even women fhould dare to debate 
queftions, which ought to be handled with a great 
deal of myftery ana fecrecy. *Tis fuffident for us 
to be obedient and fubmiffive. Let us leave this 
Doftrine wholly to our fuperiors, and follow with 
rcfped thofe that have the care of guiding us. 
Not but that our Doctors themfelves contribute to 
deftroy this deference, and ftart nice curiofities, which 
inftnfibly lead us into Errors : for there is nothing 
fo well eftabli(h*d by the confent of all nacionsi 
but they fubmit it to the extravagance of Realbn^ 
ing. They burn a man who is fo unhappy as 
not to believe a God, and at the fame time, *tis 
^ queftion in the Schools, JVbetbir there is one^ 9r 
fio ? By this means they ftagger weak underftand- 
ings, and caufe a fufpicion in the diftruftful ; by 
this means they arm tne furious, and permit them 
to find out pernicious arguments, whereby they 
combat their own real fentiments, and the true 
impreffions of nature. 

H o B B E s, the greatcft Genius of England ' fince 
Bacon, would not, by his good will, fuffer Aris- 
totle to have fo much credit in Divinity \ and 

makes 

> Sh thi ArtUU pf Hobbcs m Mr. Bayys Diftioiliry^ M Jk 
M* EvnmQni did often converji wth Mr. H»bbts. 



M. dE St. ^VRisMONb. Si 

makes his fubdedcs the occafion of the fcveral di- 
vifions in the Church. 

It proceeds, perhaps, from thefe forts of Rea- 
fonihgs, that the Divines are not fometimes the 
moft docile -, which gave occafion to the proverb^ 
Thai Phyficians and Divines rarely truft to Remedies 
nnd Religion. PU fay no more, but only wiQi, that 
our Divines would treat of matters oJF Religion 
with more moderation -, and that thofe who ought 
to fubmit to them, would have lefs curibfity. 

As Pbilofopby allows us a greater latitude in 
thinking, I have cultivated that ftudy a little more. 
When I had reached that part of a man's age, 
that fits his underftanding for the purfuit of Know- 
ledge, I had a curious defire to comprehend the 
nature of things j and my prefumption foon per- 
fuaded me, that I was acqjuaintcd with it. The 
leaft Proof fecm*d to me a Demonftration, and a 
Probability pafs'd for a Truth ; nor can I , exprefi 
tx> you with what contempt I look'd down upon 
thofe whom I thought to be ignorant of thofe 
things, which I fanqrd my felf to know perfedHy 
Veil At length, when Age, and Experience, which 
unhappily never comes before the other, had fug- 
gefted to me ferious Refleftiotts, I began to lav 
afide a Science always contefted, and about which 
the greateft men ever had different fentiments. 
I knew from the univerfal confent of Nations, that 
Pl ATo, Ari sTOTL e,Zeno, and Epicurus, 
had been the luminaries of their age ; and yet 
there was nothing fo contrary as their Opinions. 
Three thoufand years after, I found them equally 
difputcd -, fticklers on all fideg, but nothing of 
certainty on any. In the midft of thefe Medita- 
tions, which infenfibly undeceiv'd me, 1 had the ca- 
riofity to fee Gassendus, the moft knowing 
and the leaft prefuming of all Philofophers. After 
fevcral long converfations, wherein he comniuni- 

D 2 cated 
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cated to me all that can be attained by Reafon ; he 
lanlented, That Nature had given fo large a fcope to 
cur Curioftty^ and fucb narrow bounds to our Know- 
ledge % adding, That he did not fay this to mortify 
the prefumftion of others^ or to make an ofientation 
of bis own Humility^ which is little better than down- 
right Hypocrify \ that^ perhaps^ be was not ignorant 
what judgment might be made of feveral things ; 
but that he durfi not be pofitive^ he was thoroughly 
acquainted with the mofl inconftderabk. Upon this, 
a Science which I already fufpedled, appeared too 
vdn for me to fubjeft my felf to it any longer ; 
I broke off all commerce with it, and began to 
admire how it was poflible for a wife man to Ipend 
his life in unprofitable inquiries. 

The Mathematicks have, indeed, much more 
certainty : but when I confider the profound me- 
ditation they require, and that they draw us from 
adlions and pleafures, to employ us entirely in fpe- 
culation, its Demonftrations feem to me very dear- 
bought ; and a man muft be very fond of Truth 
to purfue it at that price. You will tell me, that 
.we have but few conveniences and ornaments of 
Life, but what we owe to this Science: I freely 
Own it, and there are no commendations which 
I will not beftow upon the great Mathematicians, 
provided that I am not one of their number. 1 
admire their inventions, and the works which they 
produce : but I am of opinion, that it is enough 
for perfons of good fenfe, to know how to ap- 
ply them well ; for, in truth, 'tis more our intereft 
to enjoy, than to know the world. 

There are no Sciences, in my opinion, that par- 
ticularly deferve the care of Gentlemen, but Mora- 
lity^ Politicks^ and polite Learning. 

The firft has a relation to Reafon •, the fecond 

to Society \ the third to Converfation : the one 

teaches us to govern our Pafllons •, by the other 

- we 
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we are inftrufted in affairs of State^ and how to ' 
regulate our condud in employment^ •, the laft po- 
lifties the mind, refines the manners, and makes 
us agreeable. 

Peffons of quality amongft the Antients,. took a 
particular care to inftruft themfelves in all thefe 
things. Every one knows that Greece has produced 
the greateft Philofophers, and the greateft Legifla- 
tors : and we cannot deny, but that other Nations 
have borrowed from them all the Politenels they 
can boaft of. 

The beginnings of Rome were rude and lavage ; 
but that fierce Virtue, which would not let them 
pardon their own children, was advantageous to 
the Common-wealth. As their Reafon began to be 
more refin'd, they found a way to reconcile the 
motions of Nature with the love of their Country \ 
and, at length, they join'd Graces and Ornament, 
to Juftice and Reafon : infomuch that, in the lat- 
ter times, there was no perfon of any confideration, 
but who addided himfelf to fome Seft or other 
of Philofophy ; not with a defign to compre- 
hend the principles and nature of things, but to 
fortify the mind by the ftudy of Wifdom. 

As for Polisicksy *tis fcarce to be believ'd, how 
early the Romans inftrufted themfelves in all the 
Interefts of their State -, with what afliduity they 
apply'd themfelves to the knowledge of their Go- 
vernment and Laws, fo as to render themfelves 
capable of the affairs of Peace and War, even 
before they had made any publick trials of thejf 
abilities. 

The leaft curious know how much they were 
affefted with polite Learning •, and it is certain, th^t 
there were but few great men in Rome, who did 
not keep fome ingenious Grecians in their houfes, 
to entertain them with agreeable converfation. A- 
mongft a hundred ejcamples which J could alledge, 

P3 I 
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I will content my felf with that of C i s a R^ and 
the fingle authority of fo great a man, will julli^ 
jny 3£kr6on. 

Of all the fe£b then in repute, he chofe that 
of Epicurus, as the moft human, and moft 
conformable to his temper and his pleafures. For, 
there were two Ibrts of Epicureans, the one liv'd 
a retir'd ftudious Life, purfuant to the Precept of 
the firft Inftitutor * : the other, who could not ap* 
prove the auftcrity of too rigid a Pbilofophy, did 
therefore give way to more natural opinions. Of 
this laft dais, were the greateft part of the bge* 
nious men of that time, who knew how to diilin- 
guifh the Gentleman from the Magiftrate, and ap- 
ply their cares to the Republick, in fuch a man- 
ner, that there was time enough left bodi for 
their friends and for themfelves. It would be 
needlels to tell you, how well vers*d Cesar was 
in affairs of State, or to enlarge upon the de^- 
nefs of his Judgment, and politenefs of his Con- 
verfation : tmt this I will add, that he was able to 
dilute the prize of Eloquence with Cice ro ; and 
if he did not affeft the reputation of it, no one 
can deny, but that he writ and Ipoke infinitely more 
like a man of quality, than that Orator. 

R E F L E C- 



* AeeSc ^uSctttty Live conceard. Plutarch, in his Morals, 
kas endedvourtd to confute this Maxim, whiih, perhaps^ h$ did 
not wett mderftand. See theEngUJh Tranfiat'ton^ Vol. IIL pag. z^r, 
tf the 4tb edit. London 170^. • 
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On the different Genius of the 



ROMAN PEOPLE, 

At the difZcrent times of the R e p y b l i c il. 
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CHAP, h 

Of the fabulous Original of the Ro- 
manSy and of their Genius under 
their firji Kings. 

IT fares with the Original of Nations, as with 
the pedigrees of private perfons ; for as men 
cannot endure low and obfcure beginnings, fo 
thefe are often chimerical^ and the former fabulous. 
Men are natyrally defedlive in many things, and 
naturally vainj among whom the Founders of". 

P 4 Sta^tes,^ 
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States, Legiflators, and Conquerors, not (atisfy'd 
with their human condition, whofe dcfedls and in- 
firmities they were but too well acquainted with, 
frequendy afcrib'd the caufe3 of their merits to 
fomething fupernatural. Hence it comes to pafi, 
that the Ancients would very often claim a depen- 
dance upon fome Deity or other, either upon the 
^Q:ount of defcending from it, or elfe becaufe they 
Qwn'd themfelvcs oblig'd to its particular care and 
proteftion. Some perfons have feem'd to believe 
thefe (lories, purely for the fake of perfuading o- 
thers ; and have made an ingenious ufe of an ad- 
vantageous deceit, which procured a veneration 
for their perfons, and a fubmiflion to their au- 
thority. 

Others there were who flattered themfelves with 
fuch thoughts in good eameft. The contempt 
with which they treated the reft of mankind, and 
the prefumptuous opinion they had of their own 
ejftr^iQrdinary qualities, occafion'd their fantaftic^l 
fearch after an original different from ours : but 
it has happened more frequently, that Nations, ei- 
ther to make themfelves honoured, or out of a 
principle of gratitude to thofe that had deferv*d 
eminendy of them, have made tliis fort of fables 
current. 

The Romans were not free from this vanity s 
n<)t content with their being related to Venus 
by ^ N E A s, who led the Trojans into Italy, they 
renewed their alliance with the Gods, by the fabu- 
lous birth of Romulus ; whom they fuppos'd to 
be the Son of M a |i s, and deify'd after his Death, . 
His Succeflbr, Numa, had nothing that was dir 
vine in his race ; but the fendtity of his life gave 
him credit enough, to pretend a particular corre- 
Ipondence with the Goddefs E c e r i a ; wliich com- 
merce was of no fmall afliftance to him, towards 
the cftablifhmcnt of his ceremonies. In fliort, if 

you 
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you will believe them, the greateft care of Deftiny 
was the foundation of Rome ; nay, they pretend, 
that Providence induftrioufly adapted the various 
inclinations of its Kings, to the different neceflities 
of that people. 

I hate an admiration founded upon Fables, or 
eftablifli'd by an erroneous judgment. There are 
fo many realities to be admir*d amongft the Ro- 
mans, that we do them an injury, by endeavour- 
ing to advance them by ftories ; and the way to be 
truly juft to their memory, is to fet afide all vain 
commendations. In this defign, I have determined 
to confider them by themfelves, without the leaft 
regard to fond conceits, tho handed down by tradi- 
tion, and received. It would be too tedious a work, 
to give an exad: account of every thing ; but I 
Ihall not defcend into the particulars of adions. I 
Ihall content my felf, with tracing the Genius of 
fome ipemorable times, and the different fpirit 
with which Rome has been obferv^d to be varioufly 
animated. 

The Kings had fo litde a fliare in advancing the 
Greatnefs of the Roman People, that I don't thmk 
my felf oblig'd to beftow any particular confidc- 
rations upon them. 'Tis with reafon, that Hifto- 
rians have calPd their Reigns, The Infancj of Rome % 
for 'tis certain, that under them, fhe made but a 
very inconfiderable progrefe. To be convinced 
how inconfiderable their aftions were, 'tis fuffi- 
ci?nt to know, that feven Kings, at the end of 
two hundred and odd years, did not leave behind 
them a Dominion much larger than that of Parma 
or Mantua. One fmgle Battle, now a-days, won 
^ in a clofe Country, would draw a greater extent of 
Land after it. 

As for thofe various and Angular Talents which 
are afcrib'd to each of them, by a myfterious Pro- 
vidence, 'tis no mpre th^n what had bofore hap- 

pen'd 
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pcn'd to fcveral other Princes : for 'tis rare to find 
fL Succeflbr endow'd with the fame qualities that his 
FredecefTor pofTefs'd. The one, ambidout and 
adive, employs all his thou^ts about War : aiio* 
ther, who naturally loves repofe, thinks it the 
trueft policy, to maintain himfelf in Peace: one 
makes Juflice his principal virtue ; the other 'n 
zealous for nothing, but what relates to Religion* 
Ifhus each purfues hb own natural difpofidon, and 
is delighted in the exerdfe of his talent : nor can 
any thing be more ridiculous, than to improve the 
mod common thing in nature into a Miracle. I will 
iarther aflert. That this difference of Genius was ib 
far from turning to the advantage of the Romafi 
People, that the fmall progrcfi they made under their 
Kings, in my judgment, is wholly to be imputed 
to it. Certainly nothing can be a greater hindrance 
to the advancing of any Nation, than this diverfity 
of temper : for it frequently makes us quit our 
real intereft, which we do not underftand, out of a 
defire to introduce fomething which we know better, 
but which, for the moft part, is not fuitable to 
our circumftanccs. 

Alcho thefc new inftitutions fhould bring all the 
advantages we expeded from them, yet it frequently 
happens from the diverfity of applications, that fe- 
veral things are fortunately enough begun, that can-, 
not be brought to a happy conclufion. 

The natural bent of the Roman People was alto- 
gether martial under Romulus. In Numa'x 
reign nothing was done, but the eftabliftiing of 
Pricfts, and religious perfons. TullusHosti- 
L I u s found it no eaiy matter to draw his fubjedb 
from fo pleafant an amufcment to the military Di- 
fcipline ; which was hardly eftablifli'd when A n c u s 
appeared on the ftage, whofe natural inclinations 
lea him to render the City more commodious and 
magnificent. The firft Ta r QJl^J n, to give more 

dignity 
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dignity to the Senate, and more majefty to the 
Government, invented ornaments, and appointed 
marks of diftin£tion. The principal aim of Se r- 
V I u s, was to have an exa& account of the Eftates 
of the Romans ; and according to thofe, to divide v 
them into Tribes, that fo they might all equally 
contribute to die pi^lick neceflltie3. •' Ta r qjj i h 
** the Proud, fays Florvs, was extremely fer- 
^' viceable to his Country, becaufe his Tyranny 
** gave Hrth to the Republick */* This is the dUl 
courfe of a Roman ; who, altho bprn in the Reign 
of Emperors, could not forbear to prefer Liberty 
to their Government. My opinion is, that the 
Commonwealth may be juftly admir'd, without ad- 
miring the method by which it was eftablifh'4 

To return to thefe Kings : 'tis certain, that as 
each had his particular talent, fo none of them 
was mailer of a capacity large enough. Had Rome 
had one of thofe great Monarchs, who, by an uni- 
verfal and extenfive Genius, can grafp every thing, 
flie fliould not have been under the neceflSty of 
borrowing from different Princes, a few diffcrem: 
inftitutions, which might eafily have been fettled 
during the Life of one Prince. 

The Reign of T a r qjj i n is as well known to 
the world, as the eftablifliment of Liberty. Pride, 
Cruelty, and Avarice, were his predominant qua- 
lities, but he wanted dexterity to manage his Ty- 
ranny. To define his condudl in a few words : 
he knew neither how to govern according to the 
Laws, nor reign againft them. 

In a ftate lo violent for the People, and fo un- 
fecure for the Prince, there was nothing wanting, 
but an opportunity for Liberty, which was offer'd 

by 

' Poftremo, fuperbi illius importana dominatio nonnthfl, 
immo vel plurimum profulr. Sic en'm effedum eft tit agiti- 
tns injuriis popuhts cupiditate libertads hicenderentur. FUrut^ 
Bfitome nrum Komanarumy lib. I* cap* 8. 
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The Prcfcnts that were offered, tho they were re- 
fused, begot^ neverthelefs, a fecret reverence for 
thofe that could make them ; and Curius, fy 
much honoured for his difinterefted Virtue, was ftill 
in greater credit, when he Ihew'd to the People^ in 
his Triumph, Gold and Silver, Pictures and Stktiie^. 
They were then fenfible, that other places afforded 
diings more excellent than Italy. 

Thus new ideas form'd new minds, if I may {o 
{peak ; and the Roman People, taken with an uor 
known Magnificence, lofl: thofe old opinions, in 
which a habit of Poverty engag'd them no leis than 
Virtue it felf. 

Curiofity was now excited in the Citizens : Theif 
hearts began to feel with emotion, what their eyes 
had begun to fee with pleafure ; and when thefe ixio* 
tioas were better underftood, there appeared real 
defires for foreign things. Some private perfons 
did ftill preferve the antient Temperance, as it af- 
terwards happened, even in the moft corrupt times 
of the Republick ; but, at laft, there was a general 
defire to crofi the feas, to fettle in thofe places 
where P v r r h u s found fo much wealth. This it 
was, in fliort, that gave birth to the firft Carthagi- 
nian War : the Affiftance given to the Tarentines 
was the Pretence of it, but the Conqueft of Sicily 
the true Occafion. 

Having difcover*d the motives that led the Ro- 
mans to this War, it is neceflary, in a few words, 
to fhew what their Genius was at that timc^ 
Their principal qualities, in my judgment, were 
Courage and Refolution ; to undertake things of the 
greateft difficulty ; not to be frighted with any dag- 
ger, nor difcourag*d with any lofs. In all the reft, 
the Carthaginians had infinitely the fuperiority over 
them ; whether by their induftry, or by their expe* 
rienqe at fea, or elfe by their wealth, which the 
trade of the whole world afforded them ; when the 

Romans^ 
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man ought to have liv'd in that age, nay, to have 
conversed with him, to be perfeAly fatisfy*d, whe- 
ther he put his Sons to death out pf a principle 
of heroick Virtue, or the hardnefs of a fierce and 
unnatural temper. 

For my own part, I'm of opinion, that much 
of his conduft is owing to deUgn : his profound 
diffimulation, under the Reign of Ta r c^u i n, as 
well as his addrefs in setting Collatinus c- 
jefted out of the ConfSlhip, is to mc matter of 
a convincing nature. It mi^ht (b happen indeed, 
that his zeal for Liberty, ftifled in him the fenti- 
ments of nature ; and perhaps too, his own fecu- 
rity might fo far prev^ upon him, that in this 
hard and melancholy choice of undoing himfelf^ 
or undoing his Children, fo intimate and prefling 
a concern prevailed over the fafcty of his Family : 
nay, who knows, but Ambition had a fhare in this 
action ? Collatinus ruin*d himfelf, by fa- 
vouring his Nephews : Brutus, made himfelf 
mafter of the Commonwealth, by the rigorous pu- 
nifhment of his own Sons. That which may with 
aflurance be affirm'd, is this, that there was fome- 
thing of fiercenefs in his nature ; which wa3, how- 
ever, the Genius of that time. A dilpofition as 
favage as free, did then, and has very often iince, 
produc'd miftaken Virtues. 



CHAP. 



62 t H E w 6 k K s d r 



C H A P. IL 

Of the Genius of the Romans in the 
beginnings of the Repuhftck. 

IN the firft rimes of the Republidc, the People 
were furious for Liberty and the publidc Good : 
the affedlion tliey bore to their Country, fupprcfs'd 
all the motions of nature, and the zeal of die 
Cirizen robbed the man of himfelf. Somerimes, 
thro' a favage Juftice, die Father caufed his Son 
to die for the performance of fome extraordinary 
exploit, contrary to his commands ; fometimes ht 
devoted himfelf as a viftim, thro* a fuperftition as 
cruel as it was ridiculous ; as if the defign of So- 
ciety was to oblige us to die, when it was infti- 
tutcd to encourage us to live with lels danocr, and 
with ^eatcr eafe. Valour had fomewhat nerce and 
wild m it, and an obftinacy in fighting fupplied the 
place of difdpline in war. In their Conquefts no- 
thing of generofity, as yet, appeared ; it was not an 
afpiring ipirit, which fought after an ambitious 
fupcriority over others. To fpeak properly, the 
Romans were troublefome and violent neighbours, 
who were refolved to exclude the lawful owners 
from their habitations, and plough Other peoples 
lands with their fwords in their hands. 

Oftentimes the viftorious Conful was of no bet- 
ter quality than the people he had conquered* 
The refufing the Spoil coft one his life ; the di- 
viding of it caused the banifhment of another : 
they rcfufed to go to war under the conduit of 
fome particular Generals ; and denied to conquer 
under others. Sedition pafled eafily for an effeft 

of 
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of Liberty, which thought it felf wounded by aa 
ia.bfolute obedience, even to thofe Magiftrates whora 
they themfelves had created, and to thofe Cap- 
tains they had chofen. 

The Genius of this People was as ruftical as i( 
was wild : Dictators were fometimes taken from the 
plough, to which they rcturn'd again after their ex- 
pedition was over ; not fo much out of a preference 
of an innocent and undifturbed condition, as becaufe 
they had been accviftomed to an unpolite and un^ 
fociable fort of life. As for that Frugality whicK 
has been fo highly extoll*d, it was not a retrench- 
ing of /Superfluities, or a voluntary abiUncnce from 
things agreeable, but a grofs ufe of what they 
poffefs'd, and was next at hand. They were not 
ambitious after Ridies, btcaufe they knew nothing of 
them ; they were content with a little, becaufe they 
conceived no more ; and forbore thofe pleafures, 
of which they had ho idea.' Nev^erthelefi, for want 
of a due refledion, thefe old Romans might be 
taken for the moft confidcrablc pcrfons in chd 
world : for their Pofterity has confecrated the very 
leaft particulars of their adions ; whether it is, that 
people naturally refpedl the beginners of great 
works, or that their oiispring, vain in all refpeds, 
were defirous that their Ancettors Ihouki be matters 
of Virtues, when they wanted Grcatnefs. 

I know very well, that one may allcdge fomc 
Aftions of fuch rare and noble Virtue, that they 
will ferve for patterns to all ages : but then thefe 
were the actions of particular perfons, who had 
nothing in themfelves of the genius of that time ; 
or elfe they were actions of a Angular nature, 
which (as it were) efcaped men by chance, and 
had nothing common with the ordinary courfe of 
their lives. 

However, it is to be acknowledged, that Man- 
ners fo unpolilhed and rufticaT, were agreeable 

I enough 
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enough to a rifing Commonwealth. This rough*^ 
reft of natural temper, which never yielded to Sf-» 
ficulties, eftablifhed Rome on a ftronger founda- 
ti(>n> than a more gentle and tradable difpofition, 
tho more civilized and rational, could have done. 
But, to fpeak properly^ this quality confider*d in 
it felf, was very favage i and deferves no reipefi^ 
but becaufe it hath the recommendation of Anti- 
quity, and becaufe it gave a beginning to the 
greateft Empire in the univerfe. 

CHAP. ifL 
Of the fir fi Wan of the Romans. 

THE firft Wars of the Romans were of very 
great importance, in refpeft to themfelvesj 
but little remarkable, if we except the extraordi- 
nary aftions of fome particular perfons. It is cer- 
tain, that the intereft of the Commonwealth de-» 
I)ended vifibly upon them, fince there was a like- 
ihood of their returning under the fubjedion of 
the Ta r qu I n s ; finee Rome could not preferve it 
felf from the refentment ofCoRioLANus, but 
by the tears of his Mother ; and that the defence 
of the Capitol was the laft refource of the Romans^ 
when, after the defeat of their forces, their very 
City was taken and facked by die Gauls. But con- 
fidering thefe expeditions in themfelves^ it will be 
found, that they were rather tumults than real 
wars : and to Ipeak the truth, if die Lacedemonians 
had feen the military Difcipline which the Romans 
pradifed in thofe times, I queftion not, but they 
: r _ .3 would 
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would have reckonM thofe people Barbarians, who 
took off the bridles of their horfes, to make their 
Cavalry the more impetuous in their charges ; a 
nation who trufted their fecurity and guard with 
Geefe and Dogs, whofc negligence they punifti'd, 
and whofe watchfulnefs they recompensed. This 
rude way of making war, lafted a long while ; 
and the Romans gain'd many confiderable Con^ 
quells with an indifferent capacity : they were a 
people of great Bravery, but little Skill, who en- 
countered adverfaries lefs coiiragious, and more 
ignorant ; but becaufe their Generals were called 
Confulsj their Troops LegionSy and their Soldiers 
Romans^ there has been more afcribed to the va- 
nity of names, than to the reality of things ; and 
without examining the diftlnftion of times and per- 
fons, fome people have pretended that they were 
the lame Armies under the command of Ca- 

MILLUS, ManLIUS, C X N CI N N A T U S, Pa- 

piRius Cursor, and Curius Dentatus, 
as under SciPio, Marius, SyllAjPompey^ 
and Cesar. 

What, indeed, may with juftice^vbe affirm'd of 
the firft ages, is an extraordinary Courage, a great 
aufterity of Life, a great affeftion for their Coun* 
try. In the latter times, an equal (hare of Valour^ 
a great skill in War, and every thing elft » but 
withal, a great deal of corruption. 

This is the reafon why men of integrity, to whom 
vice and luxury were odious, were not fatisfiied with 
admiring the Probity of their Anceflors, unlefs they 
extended their admiration to all that belonged to 
them •, without diftinguifliing wherein they had 
Merit, and wherein they had it not. Thofe who 
had occafion to complain of the age they liv'd in, 
have given a thoufand encomiums to Antiquity, 
from which they could fuffer nothing : and thofe 
whofe morofe humour inclines 'em to lind feult with 

Vol. I. E every 



66 TH S WQUKS OF ' 

every thing prefcnt, cry'd qp, thro* c^mcc^ what 
was paft. The more knowing pcrfons, indeed, wan& 
cd not difcernment; and Mng feafiUe sUl ages 
have their itripcrfeftion^ and virtues, they fornCd % 
true judgment in themfelve^ of the time of their 
4nceftor$, as well ^s their own : but they ^vett 
pbliged to gdnnire with the people, and to exclaim, 
fomedmes with reafon enough, and fometimea with' 
put it, Mi^pres nofiri^ fnama noftri^ u ?hey ob* 
ferv'd the cry to go. In fo general an admiration, 
the Hiitoriana have not been wanting to pay the 
^tne refpeft to the Antients \ and making a Hera 
pf every Conful, have beftow'd all virtues on every 
one that had well ferved the Repqblick. 

I own, that it was no fmall merit to fave it, but 
that's a different cafe frpn^ what we are upon ; and 
it may be truly affirmed, that the good Citia^ens liv'd 
amongft d\e antient Romans, and the good Generab 
amongft the latter. 



C HA P. IV. 

A^atnjt the Ophiion 0/ L i v y, abottt 
the imaginary War in which ht eth 
gages Al£XAND£R ^ain/i the 
Romans \ 

I Have often wonder'd what ftrange ideas L i v v 
entertain'd of thefe antient Romans ; nor can I 
cpmpreheod, how a perfon of fuch excellent feafe, 

could 

' This is ha Mfifftfithn rf livy^ nvbo ixamms what we§iU 
fr^Mhiy luw^ hdffm'd. if Akxdmdir Imd mad§ War ofoinjl iki 
mmw» Se$BHklXi.tfti$JirfiJ}€aid. 
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<»uld hunt after a notion fo far from his fjbieft, 
to reafon fo faMly upon an imaginary War, wherein 
he ingles Alexander. He makes this Con- 
queror defcend into Italy, with as fmail a number 
of forces as he then had, when he was no more 
than a petty King of Macedon. He ought to 
have confidered, that a General of the Cartha- 
ginians pals'd the Alps with an army of 80000 
inen. . 

But this is not aB, for he afcribes as much capa- 
city in war to Papirius Cursor, and to all 
the Confuls of that time, as to Alexander 
himfelf ; when to fpeak the trudi, they had hut a 
very imperfeft knowledge of it. The Romans, ac 
that time, made no great ufe of their Cavalry ; 
their horfes were fo little ferviceaWe to them, that 
they ufcd to difmount in the very heat of the en- 
gagement, and mount again to purfue their foes, 
when put to the rout. 'Tis certain that the Ro- 
mans placed then- chief ftrength in their Infantry, 
laying no great ftrefs on the diarges that might be 
made with the Horfe. The Legions, particularly, 
had a contemptible opinion of the adverfaries Horfe, 
till the War of P y r r h u s, where the Theflalians 
gave *em fufficient caufe to be of another mind : 
but the Cavalry of Hannibal put them after 
that into great terror ; and riiofe invincible Legions 
were, for fomc time, fo frighted with it, that they 
durft not appear in the leaft Plain. 

To return to the rime of Pa pi ri us: they 
knew nothing, in a manner, of Cavalry ; they had 
no fkill cither in fecuriilg; 5fcd vantageous polls, or en- 
camping in any order ; for they themfelves acknow- 
ledge, that they leam'd to form their Camp by 
that of P Y R R H u s, before which time they ufe4 
always to encamp in confufion. They were no Icis . 
ignorant of Engines, and other works neceflary to 
form a conlidcrablc Siege ; which proceeded either 

E 2 from 
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from the dulnefs of invention in a peopk not at all 
induftrious, or elfc becaufe their armies being never 
of a long ftanding, there was no opportunity given 
them to bring things to perfe£lion. 

Rarely was one and the fame Army known to 
pafs from the command of one Conful, to that of 
another ^ and yet more rarely was the Commander 
of the Legions continued in his poft, after the ex- 
piration of his appointed time ; which condudl was, 
indeed, excellent for the prefervation of the Re- 
publick, but extremely prejudicial to the eftablifh- 
ment of a good aimy. To be convinced how far 
they were jealous of Liberty, it will fufEce to ob- 
ferve, that after the defeat at Thrafimene, at which 
time they were obliged to create a Di<5tator, F a- 
B I u s had fcarce ftopp'd the torrent of Hanni- 
bal, by the cautioufnefs of his condu6t, when 
they put Confuls in Iiis place. All things were to 
be dreaded from the fury of Hannibal, but 
nothing from the moderation of F a b i u s -, and 
yet the apprehenfion of a remote evil, prevailed 
above the prefent neceflity. 

it muft be own'd, that the two Confuls managed 
themfelves with prudence in this War. They ruin'd 
Hannibal infenfibly, and retrieved the Com- 
monwealth •, when, for the fame reafon, T e r r e n- 
Tius Varro, a man prefumptuous and igno- 
rant, was chofen in their room, who gave battle at 
Cannae, and loft it -, and thereby reduced the Ro- 
mans to that extremity, that their Valour, as ex- 
traordinary as it was, was not fo inftrumental in 
their prefervation, as the fupinenefs of Hanni- 
bal. 

There was yet another inconvenience, which hin- 
dered the command of their army from being al- 
ways given to the moft experienced, and able to 
lead them. As the two Confuls could not be both 
: Patricians, and the Patricians would not agree that 
3 both 
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both fhould be of the Plebeian Order ; fo, for the 
generality, it happened, that he who was nominated, 
was a perfon agreeable to the People, who owed 
his preferment to favour •, the other, whom they 
would had chofen for his merit, was oftentimes ex- 
cluded, either thro* the oppofition of the people, if 
he was a Patrician, or by the intrigues and artifices 
of the Senators, when he was not of their rank. 
The contrary was obferv'd among the Macedonians, 
where the Captains and Soldiers had flood together, 
time out of mind : they were the Veterans of Ph i- 
L I p, if I may fo exprefs my felf, renewed from 
time to time, and auj^mented by Alexander, 
as his occasions required. Here the courage of the 
Cavalry equalPd thp refolution of the Phalanx, 
which indeed may juftly be preferred to the Le- 
gion ; fince, in the War of Pv rr»us, the Le» 
gions were afi'aid to dppofe fome paltry Phalanxes, 
made up of broken Macedonians. Here they were 
equally expert, both in matters relating to a fiege, 
or the field. Never was Army concerned againft fo/ 
many adverfaries, or had feen fo many different cli- 
mates. Now if the diverfjty of countries, where 
the fcene of war i3, and the variety of nations, 
which are brought under fubmiflion, can form our 
experience, how Ihould the Romans, who had never 
been out of Italy, nor beheld any other enemies 
but a few inconfiderable neighbours of their Repub- 
lick, enter into competition widi the Macedonians ? 
Their Difcipline was in reality great, but their Ca- 
pacity indifferent. 

Even after the Commonwealth became more 
powerful, they had the difgrace of being defeated, 
as often as they made war againfl experienc'd Gene- 
rals. Pyrrhus overcame them purely by the 
advantage of his conduft, which made Fabri- 
c I u s fay, ^bat the Epirotes did nqt conquer the Ro^ 

E 3 fn^m^ 
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mmSj but thai the Ccnful bad been Vdnquijbcd by ihw 

In the Hrd Carthaginian War> Regvlvs de» 
featcd tiie people of Carthage m Afrkii, ki &> nm* 
ny engagements, that they were already looked iq^ 
on as 1 ributaries to Rome. They were treating; oS 
condicions, which were made infupportaMe^ well 
Xantippus, a Lacedemonian, arriv;rd w^ a 
body of Auxiliaries. This Grecian, who was a 
man of valour and experience, informed himielf 
of the order and Difcipline of the Carthaginians^ 
together with the Conduft q( the Romans, Kfar- 
ing fully inftrufted himfclf, he found both one and 
t'other very ignorant in war, and by his frequenc 
difcourfes upon this fubjwd: ajnongft the Soldiers^ 
the noife came at laft to the Senate of Cartfastec,. 
what a contemptible opinion this Lacedemonian 
had of their enemy. The Magiftratcs, at length, 
had the curiofity to hear him talk » and X an t i P» 
PUS having made them fcnfible of their paft errors^ 
promised them the Viftpry, if they would give him 
the command of their Troops. 

In a miferable condition, where all things arc 
defpair'd of, men are more eafily pcrfuaded to con. 
fide in others, than in themfelves : and fo thofe 
Sufpicions, fatal to the merit of Strangers> yielded 
to the prefent neceflity ; and the moft powerfol, 
prompted with an apprehenfion of their approaching 
ruin, fubmitted to the conduft of Xantjppus 
v^ithout envy. I (hould write a Hiftory, inftead of 
alledging an Example, fhould I enlarge any iar- 
ther -, it fuflRces to fay, that Xantippus having 
taken upon him the management pf afl^rs, made 
a thorow change in the Carthaginian army, and 
knew fo well how to make his advantage of the 
ignorance of the Romans^ that he obtained over 
then^ one of the moft entire vidories that ever. was. 
won. The Carthagiqiaq?, as foon ^3 they were out 
z Qf 
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of danger^ began to be iifliatn*d of owthg their Pre- 
ienrdtion to a ftranger, and returning to the perfidious 
m inefi of their nature, thought to exringuifh their 
ij di%race^ by ridding themfelVes of him, who had 
y ' vjdd them of the Rodiads. It is not well kno\^n^ 
^ whether they put him to death, or whethet ho 
L| was fofortimate to efcap6 S but this is mod tern 
Ij tain^ that thro' the abfence b( this experiehtfd Oe* 
J, neral, the Romans eafily regained the fupdriority 
] they had over them before. 

^ If we defcend to the fecond Punick War, wc 
f li^ti mdi that the v^ advfintages wKitH 14 A «f # i* 
B A L had always over the Romans, proceeded from 
the capacity of th^ one, and the want of fkill in the 
other ; and, in efreft, ^htfrtevef h^ defign'd to put 
a confidence into his Soldiers, he never told them, 
that his enemies wanted Courage or Refolution, for 
they had experiefic^d the contrary 6ft6ri feftbugfi f 
but be aillbrd them^ that tbey h^ to dtf t(r)Ch a 
people unlkilPd in War. 

It is with this Science, as with Arts and t^dfite- 
nefs ; it pafles from one nation to another, and 
flouriihes at dHerent times, and in different place!/ 
Every one knows, that the Grecians carry'd it to A 
high pitch : Philip fuipafs'd thehip in it y and all^ 
things arrived to thcar pcrTcftion under A l k x /fe n^ 
i>Kii, when ALfiXAKOiR done corrupted him- 
felf. It continu'd ftill with his fucceffors : H a w* 
N I B A L brought it amofigft the Carthaginians ^ ^ndi 
for all the vanity of the Romans, they received it: 
from him by the experience of their defeats, by 
refledting upoti their miftakesy and obferving the 
conduft of meir enemies. 

E4 This 

* Affkmt^ in his fiffi Book pf tfm WiKrs rf the Ibfrnrnts, fayr^ 
that thi Carthaff»i49ft fim hdck Xantiffm in om rf their GdUasr 
Vfith great Prints ; hut that they ordered the Captain of th^ 
goUey to caufe im to hg thrown ovethafd^ atfomt diflame flronk 
Cdftiage^ with all the Lacedemomaus who were with binu 
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This will be eafily ownM, if it be coiifider'd» that 
the Romans did not begin to make any head 
againft H a n n i b a l, when they were in their 
prime bravery ; for the mofl: valiant perfons being 
loft in battel, they had arrnM their Slaves, and made 
up Armies with unexperienced Soldiers. The truth 
is this, they never reduced him to firei^ts, till the 
Confuls became more fkilful, and the Romans in 
general knew better how to make war. 

*■* Wm^WjKw WTgr Wit' •M' ▼aC ^tP ••* '■' ^V •■• ^K* •»* ^■"•^ IF ^^F^Wr^SP ^Ir 

N 

CHAP. V. 

fthe Genius of the Romans^ at the time 
^hen P Y R R H u s waged war 
againfl them. 

IT is not my intention to inlarge here upon the 
Wars of the Romans, which would be foreign 
to the fubjeft I have proposed to my felf : but I am 
of opinion, that to apprehend the true Genius of 
the times, we fhould confider in a People, the dif- 
ferent affairs in which they were concerned 5 and as 
thofe of War are, without doubt, the moft remark- 
able, fo 'tis there men are particularly to be ob- 
ferv*d, fince the difpofition of tempers, and good, 
as well as ill qualities, are there feen to the beft ad* 
vantage. 

At the firft fetting up of the Commonwealth, the 
Roman people, as I have already obferv*d, had 
fomething of wildneis in them : afterwards this wild- 
nefs turn'd into auftcrity ; and at laft became a rigid 
Virtue, far remote from politenels or agreeablenefe, 

but 
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t but oppofite to the leaft appearance of corruption. 

V«Fhefe were the manners of the Romans, when 

: JP Y R R H u s pafled into Italy to relieve the Taren- 

.€iii€S. The fcience of War was then but indifferent 

iUtiongfl: them 5 and that of other things altogether 

• Unknown. As for Arts, either they had none atj 
all, or only fuch as were very rude : they were not 
tnafters of Invention, and no lefs ftrangers to In^ 
duftry i but there was a good order and difdpline 
cxaftly obfervM among them, an admirable great- 
ticls of courage v and more integrity us'd with die 
Enemy, than is commonly pra6tis*d with felbw 
Citizens. Juftice, uprightnels, and innocenqy, were 
common virtues : they were not unacquainted with 
Riches, but the ufe of them was prohibited among 
private men. Their difintereftednefs went even to 
cxcefs, every one making it a Duty to negleft their 
own aifairs for the fervice of the Publick ; the zeaf 
of which did then fupply the room of every thing 
elfe. 

After having Ipoken of thefe virtues, 'tis neceflary 
to come to the A6kions which made them known. 
A Prince is thought a man of honour, who by op- 
pofing force to force, employs nothing but open 
and lawful means to get rid of a formidable enemy. 
But to think our felves obliged to preferve thofe that 
are refolved to ruin us, to fecure them from the 
Ihares that are laid for them by others, and to fave 
them from a domeftick treafon, is the effeft of an 
unparalleled Generofity. Yet, behold one inftance 
of this in the time I am fpeaking of The Romans 
being defeated by P y r r h u s, and in a doubtful 
ftate, whether they fliould retrieve their affairs, or 
be conftrain'd to yield, had in their power the de- 
ftru£tion of that Prince, and made the following 
ufe of it. 
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A Phy flcian, in whom P r r R h u s repos'd great 
conBdencc, oBrr'd to Fabricius to poifbn his 
maflcr, provided he might have a reward propor- 
tionable to the importance of the fervice. F a b ji i« 
c r u s, furpriz'd with horror at fo villainous a crime^ 
iim mediately gives notice of it to the Senate » who 
deteflin^ like the Conful, fo black aft d^lion, fent 
to advile P y rr h u s to take ipedal care of his per* 
fon ; adding, that 'twas the way of the Romans^ to 
overcome by the bravery of their arms, and HOC to 
free themfelves of an Enemy by the Treafon of Us 
own people. 

P Y R R H u s» either fenfible of the obligation, or 
aftonifh'd at this greatneis of fpirit, was more defi« 
rous tlian ever to make a Peace : and to dffpofe tht 
Romans to receive it with the greater eafinefi, he 
fent them back two hundred Priibners without ran* 
ibm; with prefents to the moft confideraUe per^ 
fons, and to the Ladies ; and negledled nodiing, un- 
der a pretence of Gratitude, to introduce corruption 
amongft them. The Romans, who preferv'd Pr r- 
R H u s merely out of a principle of virtue, wouU 
receive nothing tliat carried the lead air of acknow- 
ledgment. They therefore fent him an equal minri^ 
ber of Prifoners •, his prefents were refufed by both 
fcxes ; and all the anfwer he had, was. That they 
would never hearken to a Peace, till he quitted 
Italy. 

Amongft an infinite number of virtuous things, 
that were pradtifed at this time, the great difinte- 
rcftedncfs of Fabricius and Cu r i u s, who re- 
tired to a voluntary Poverty, are admir'd among^ 
the reft. 'Twould be a piece of injuftice not ta 
allow them the applaufe they deferve : however, 
*tis to be confider'd, that it was more the general 
quality of the age, than a Virtue peculiar to thefc 
two men. And, in truth, fince Riches were pu- 
nifti'd with difgrace, and Poverty rewarded with 

honour^ 
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honour, metbinks there was Jbme dexterity in 
knowing well how to be poor. By this meana^ 
they raised themfelvea to the chiefeft employmeatt 
in the Republick *> where, in the exercife of a great 
Power, they ftood in greater want of modieratiofli 
than patience* I cannot pty a Poverty honoyr'd 
and reipe£^ed by all the world : it only wants fnch 
things, which it ia our Intereft or our Pleafure to be 
without. To fpeak the truth, thefe forts of Plrira- 
ttons are delicious ; tbey afford the n^ind an exqui- 
fite enjoyment of what the fenfes arc robb*d of. 

But who can tdl, whether pABRiciusdid not 
follow his own humoin* ? There are fome perfoos 
that are perplex'd by a multitude and variety of fa* 
perfluiries, who would quiedy relifh things conre^ 
ment, and even be contented with neceflartes. In diq 
mean dme, people that have but a falfe knowle(%e 
of thills, admire the appearance of Moderation ; . 
whereas, if they had an exadk ju^fment, they 
would foon difcovcr it to proceed from die fmall 
extent of a confin'd fpirit, or the lazineis of an 
unaftive foul. With thefe perfons, to be content 
with a little, takes off rather from their pain than 
then* pleafure. Befides, when it is not defpicable to 
be poor, we want fewer things to live in poverty 
with iatisfaftion, than to live magnificendy with 
riches. Can you imagine the condition of a Monk 
to be unhappy, when he is eftecm'd by his Order, 
and has fbme reputation in the world ? he makes a 
vow of Poverty, which frees him from a thoufand 
cares, and leaves him nothing to defire, that's con- 
fiftent with his profeflSon and way of livir^. Thofe 
who live magnmcently, for the moft part, are the 
real Poor ; they endeavour to get money on all 
hands with dilquiet and trouble, to maintain the 
pleafures of others; and whilft they lavifli their 
plenty, which ftrangers enjoy more than themfelves, 
they are at home, (enfible of their wants with their 

Wives 
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Wives and Children ; both by the importunity <rf 
unmerciful Duns, and by the miferable ftate of dicff 
af&irs, which they fee going to rack. 

Let us return to our Romans, from whom we 
have infenfibly digreflfed. Let who will admire the 
Poverty of F a b r i ci u s •, for my part, I com- 
mend his Prudence, and think him very well ad- 
vis'd, to have had but one Saltfeller of filver, fince 
thereby he had credit enough to turn but of the 
Senate, a man ' who had been twice Conful, had 
triumphed, and been Di6btor, becaufe fome marks 
of plate more • were found in his houfe. For, be- 
fidcs that it was the humour of the time, the real 
Intereft of every man, was, to have no other than 
that of the Republick. 

Men eftabliihM Society out of a motive of pri- 
vate intereft ; with a defign to make life more plea^ 
fant and fecure in company, than when they were 
perpetually upon their guard in folitudes. Now, 
when they find, not only conveniency, but glorf 
and authority in it, can they do better than devote 
themfelves wholly to the Publick, from whence they 
draw fo many advantages ? 

The Dec 1 1, who facrific*d themfelves for the 
good of a Society, of which they were to be no 
longer members, feem to me downright Fanaticks: 
but the perfons we have been difcourfing of, ap- 
pear to have afted very rationally, in being fo paf 
fionately concerned for a grateful Republick, which 
was, at leaft, as careful of their intereft, as they 
could be of hers. 

I look upon Rome, at this time, as a true religi- 
ous Community, where every one difpoflefles him- 
felf of his private good, to find a greater in that of 
the Order he belongs to •, but this temper fubfifts 

no 

« p. Cornelius Kufinus^ 

* lifteen Marks of filver^ that is, fevtn Pound and an half^ 
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no where but in fmall States, In great ones, the ve- 
ry appearance of Poverty is contemned ; nay, *tis 
mucn, if the extravagant ufe of Riches is not ap- 
proved of. Had Fabricius liv*d in the Gran- 
deur of the Republick, either he muft have changed 
his manners, or he had been ufelefe to his country : 
and if the honeft men of the latter time, had liv'd 
in that of Fabricius, either they had mad^ 
their integrity more rigid, or they would have been 
expelPd the Senate, as corrupted Citizens. 

Having thus fpoken of the Romans, it will not 
be amifs to fay fomething of P v r r h u s, who 
comes in here naturally enough, in fo many relpeds. 
He was the moft experienced Captain of his time, 
even in the opinion of Ha n K i b al^ who plac*d 
him immediately after Alexander, and before 
himfelf, as it feems to me, out of modefty. He 
join*d the dexterity of Negotiations, to the fcience 
of War : but, nevcrthdefs, he could never make a 
folid fettlement for himfelf. If he knew how to 
gain Battles, he made no advantage of the War •, if 
he engaged Nations in his Alliance, he knew noc 
how to preferve them in it. His two bright talents, 
prepofteroufly employed, ruin*d the defigns of both. 

When he had fucceeded to his wifh in the field, 
his thoughts were immediately bent to treat ; and, 
as if he had afted in concert with his enemies, he 
ftijl obftrufted his own progrefs. Had he found 
means to win the afFedions of a Nation ? his firft 
thoughts were to fubdue them. Hence it came to 
pais, that he loft his friends, without gaining his 
enemies : for, the conquered affum*d the ipirit of 
the vidlors, and refused the Peace that was ofFer'd 
them ; and the others, not only withdrew their af- 
fiftance, but confider*d how to get rid of an Ally, 
who fhew'd himfelf a real Mafter. 
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A conduft fo extraordinaiy, ought pardjr to lie 
afcrib'd CO the dilpofition of P r r r h vs, and pm- 
I7 to die difierent inoerefts of his MiaifteFs. A- 
fnongft the reft, there were two men near bis per- 
fon, whole advice he generally followed, CtK£A9 
and M I L o. C i n e a s, who was eloquent, ii^. 
nious, (killM and dextrous in Negotiations, infi- 
nuated the thoughts of Peace, erery time that War 
came to be debated ; and when the amlxtious hu- 
mour of Pyrrhus had prevaiTd over his aigu- 
ments, he patiently expected when difikuldes would 
arife, and then managing die firfl: uneafinefi of his 
mafter, he prefently turnM his indmations to Peace, 
that fo he mi^t return to his proper talent, and put 
Afiairs into his own hands. 

M I L o was a man cxperienc*d in War, and placed 
all his Confidence there; wluch made him endea- 
vour, all that lay in his power, to hinder Trea- 
ties, or elfe to break diem off. He ftill advi^d 
to overcx)me all impediments ; and if there was no 
fubduing the Enemy, then by all means to enOave 
the Allies. 

As far as we may judge, at this diftance, dicfc 
were the rules by which Pyrrmus, as well as 
his Minifters, afted. It may be faid in his favour, 
that he was engaged with powerful Nations, who 
had more refourccs dian he 5 and tho he won 
battels by his valour, yet that fo fmall and weak 
a State, as his, would not afford him the means to 
carry on a long expenfive War. In (hort, if we 
confidcr both his perfonal qualities, and his perfbr- 
tnances, we Ihall find him to have been an admira- 
ble Prince, who yields, in no refpeft, to any of the 
Ancients : but to confider, in general, the fuccels 
of his deligns, and the ifTue of his affairs, he will 
often appear to have been unpolirick, and will lofc 
much of his reputation. And indeed, he poflels'd 
himfdf of Macedonia, and was beaten out of it : 

his 
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Kis beginnings in Italy were fortunate,, but be v^as 
forced to quit it j he few himfelf mafter of Sidlyi 
but could not maintain himfelf there. 



C H A P. VI. 
Of the firfi C^rthapnianWar. 

■r 

THE War ofPvRRHus opened the mind of 
the Romans, and infpir'd them with thoughts 
which they had not before entertained. To fpcak 
the truth, they enter'd upon it very rude and pre-* 
fumptuous, with a great deal of temerity and igno- 
rance ; but they fhew*d an extraordinary virtue in 
Ae profccution of it : and, as every thing was new 
to diem with fo experienced an Enemy, they be* 
came, without doubt, more induftrious, and more 
Ikilful than they were before. They found out a 
way to fecure themfelves from the Elephants, 
which, in the firft engagement, put their Legions 
into diforder ; they learned to avoid the plains, and 
poflels'd themfelves of advantageous pofts, againft 
the Cavalry, which they had too fondly deipis'd. 
They were at laft inftrufted to form their Camp by 
that of P y R R H u s, after having admired the or- 
der and diftin(5lion of the Troops, which with them 
encamp'd in confufion. As for natural parts, altho 
the Harangue of old Appius drove Cinbas 
from Rome, yet the Eloquence of C i n e a s did 
not fail to plede, and his addrefs was admired. 



The 
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The Prefencs chat were offer'd, cho they were re- 
fused, begot, neverchelels, a fecrec reverence for 
thofe that could make them ; and Cu r lus, fo 
much honoured for his difinterefted Virtue, was ftill 
in greater credit, when he (hew'd to the People, in 
his Triumph, Gold and Siker, Pi6hires and Statuei 
They were then fenfible, that other places afforded 
things more excellent than Italy. 

Thus new ideas form'd new minds, if I may fo 
(peak ; and the Roman People, taken with an unr 
known Magnificence, loft thofe old opinions, in 
which a habit of Poverty engag'd them no leis than 
Virtue it felf. 

Curiofity was now excited in the Citizens : Their 
hearts began to feel with emotion, what their eyes 
had begun to fee with pleafure ; and when thefe mo* 
tions were better underftood, there appeared real 
defires for foreign things. Some private perfons 
did ftill preferve the anticnt Temperance, as it af- 
terwards happened, even in the moft corrupt times 
of the Republick -, but, at laft, there was a general 
defire to crofs the feas, to fettle in thofe places 
where P v r r h u s found fo much wealth. This it 
was, in (hort, that gave birth to the firft Carthagi- 
nian War : the Afliftance given to the Tarentines 
was the Pretence of it, but the Conqueft of Sicily 
the true Occafion. 

Having difcover*d the motives that led the Ro- 
mans to this War, it is neceflary, in a few words, 
to fhew what their Genius was at that tinae^ 
Their principal qualities, in my judgment, were 
Courage and Refolution ; to undertalce things of the 
greateft difficulty ; not to be frighted with any dag- 
ger, nor difcourag'd with any lofs. In all the reft, 
the Carthaginians had infinitely the fuperiority over 
them ; whether by their induftry, or by their expe- 
rience at fea, or elfe by their wealth, which the 
trade of the whole world afforded them ; when the 

Romans^ 
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Romans, who were of themfelves but poor, had 
tHiSLU&td their treafure in the Wars of Pyr- 
k H u s. 

To Ijpeak the truth, the Virtue of the latter, fujv* 
ply'd the room of all things. A good Succefs en- 
couraged them to the purfuit of a greater ; and a 
crofs event only ferv'd to exafperate them the more. 
It happened diredlly otherwife in the Affairs of 
the Carthaginians, who ^rew remifi in good for- 
tune, and were eafily dejefted in adverfity. Be- 
fides the diflferent iTemper of thefe two Nations, 
the different Cohftitution of the Republicks contri* 
buted much to iL Cardiage was eftablifhed upon 
Commerce, and Rome founded upon Arms. The 
firft employed Strangers in their Wars, and Citi- 
zens in their Traffick : the other got Citizens out 
of all Nations, and Soldiers out of their Citizens. 
The Romans breath'd after nothmg but War ; even 
thofe that went not actually into the field, had their 
inclinations there ; either as having been in the fer« 
vice before, or becaufe they knew they muft, at 
one tinie or another, so into it. 

At Carthage they dways demanded Peace upon 
the leaft danger that threatned them ; as well to 
get rid of Foreigners, as to return to their Trade. 
We may yet add this difference. That the Cartha- 

ginians never did any thing that was great, but by 
le Valour of private perfbns ; whereas the Roman 
People often recover*d by their Conflancy, what 
the imprudence or cowardife of their Generals had 
loft. All thefe things confidered, we need not won- 
der to fee the Romans remain viftorious, for they 
had all the principal qualities which render one 
People matter of another. 

As the profped of riches made the Romans de- 

firous of lubduing Sicily, fo the Conqucft of Sicily 

niade them defirous to enjoy thofe riches which they 

had acquired. The Peace with the Carthaginians, 

Vol. I. F after 
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after fo blcx)dy a War, mfiHred a fpirit of Repofe, 
and that repofc produced the relilh of Pleafures. 
Then it was that the Romans introduced the firft 
Compofitions of the Theatre, and exerted their firft 
Magnificence. They began to have a curiolity fw 
Shews, and an affedion for Pleafures. 
. Law-Suits, altho they are difturbers of joy, be- 
gan to increafe ; every one having recourfe to the 
publick Juftice, as that of private perfons was cor- 
rupted. 

Intemperance occafion'd new diftempers, and 
Phyficians were introduced to cure difeales ; from 
which, Continence had fecured the ancient Ro- 
mans. 

Avarice put them upon Rtde Wars, andweak- 
nefs made them apprehenfive of great ones. If nc- 
ceffity obliged them to undertake any that was con- 
fiderable, it was begun with reluftancy, and they 
were glad when it was ended. 

They demanded of the Carthaginians money 
which they ow'd not, when they were employed 
in the redu6Hon of their own Rebels ; but they ufed 
all imaginable precaution not to break with them, 
when their affairs were a little mended. 

Thus fomerimes injuries, Ibmerimes other confi- 
derations, always either Ipite or fear, were the caufe 
of their Wars 5 and certainly we may fay, that the 
Romans knew not how to live, cither as friends or 
enemies ; for, they affronted the Carthaginians, yet 
fufFered them to recover breath, and gave caufc 
enough for a new War, which yet of all mings they 
dreaded moft.^ - -- 

A Condu6l fo uncertain, degenerated into a down- 
right Carelefnels -, and they fuffer*d the Saguntines 
to be deftroyed with fo much difgrace, that dieir 
Ambafladors were fhamefuUy treated for it by the 
Spaniards and Gauls, after the ruin of that miiera- 
ble People. This Contempt of their neighbouring 

Nations, 
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Nations, with which they wercr nettled, awaked 
them out of this droufineis ; and tiie m^ch of 
Hannibal into Italy, revived their ancient vi^ 
gour. They made war for fome time with, much 
incapacity, and a great Courage ; afterwar»fc 
with more experience and lels refolution. At laft^ 
the lofs of the Battle of Cannae, made them re- 
trieve their Virtue and Courage 5 or to fpeak better, 
excited a new one, which raifed *em above them* 
felves. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of the fecond Munich War* 

TO fee the Republick in the full extent of her 
Virtue^ we muft confider her in the fecond 
War of Carthage. She had before more Aufterity ; 
after that more Grandeur ; but never fuch real. Me- 
rit, as in this period of time. When fhe was en- 
gaged in other extremities, her Security was owing 
to the boldnefi, valour, or capacity of fome par- 
dcular Citizen. Perhaps, had it not been for B r u- 
Tus, there would have been no Commonwealth* 
If Manlius had not defended die Capitol ; if 
Camillus had not come to refcue it, the Ro- 
mans, who could fcarcely call themfclves free, would 
have fallen under the Servitude of the Gauls. 

But here the Roman People maintained the Ro- 
man People ; here the univerfal Genius of the Na- 
tion, preferved the Nation ; here good order, re- 
folution, and a general zeal for the Publick Good^ 
laved Rome when fhe was ready to fall, by the 

F 2 blun- 
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blunders ^d undifcreec conduft of her Generak 
After the Battle of Cannae, where any ether 
State, had yielded to its ill fortune, there was not 
the ieaft fign of weaknefe amongft the people, 
not a thought but what tended to the good of the 
Commonwealth. All orders, all ranks, all condi- 
tions voluntarily exhaufted their treafure : the Ro- 
mans gave up widi pleafure the moft valuable thii^ 
they poffefe'd, and kept with regret wh^ they 
were oblig'd to keep for their bare ufe. To re- 
tain the Ieaft, was a point of honour ; to referve 
the moft in houfes, a kind of dilgrace. When they 
debated about creating Ma^ftrates, the youth, who 
for the moft part are prepoffefled in favour of them- 
felvcs, confulted with docility the wifdom of the 
more ancient, to give their votes with more dif- 
cretion. 

As they wanted old Soldiers in this exigence of 
State, fo for the raifiilg of new ones they made their 
Slaves free ; and thefe Slaves becoming Romans, 
were animated by the fame fpirit with their Mat 
tcrs, to defend the fame Liberty. But behold a 
greatnefs of Courage, which furpafles all other qua- 
lities, let 'em be never fo noble. It happens fbme- 
times in an eminent danger, that perfons of no ex- 
traordinary prudence, are obferved to take good 
refolutions ; and that the moft interefted perfons, 
contribute largely to the Publick Good, when by 
taking other meafures, they are afraid to ruin them- 
felves with the Publick : but perhaps it never hap- 
pened before, that people took an e(][ual care of 
their Affairs both abroad and at home, in fuch 
prefling extremities ; and I find nothing fo much 
to be admired in the Romans, as to fee them fend 
Troops into SicSy arid Spain, with the feme care as 
they did againft H ann i b a i.« 

Over- 
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Overwhelmed with fo many lofles, exhaufted of 
men and money, they divided their laft refources 
between the Defence of Rome, and the Preferya- 
tion of their Conquefts. A people fo magnanimous^ 
thought it as elegible to perifh as to decline ; and 
to be no more, was looked upon as an indifferent 
thing, when they could no longer be matters of 
others. Tho Self-prefervation be ever advantage- 
ous, yet I reckon it amongft the diief pre-eminen- 
ces of the Romans, that they owed their fafety to 
their conftancy, and the greatnefi of their courage. 
It was alio happy for them, that they changed their 
Genius fince the War of Pyrrhus ; that they 
had left off that extraordinary Difintereftednefi, and 
that ambitious Poverty which I mentioned before ; 
otherwife Rome had not been able to maintain it 
felf. 

It was neceflary the Citizens fliouldhave ability, 
as well as zeal, to affift the Commonwealth, If 
flie had not been in a capacity to relieve her Al- 
lies, (he had been abandoned by them. The 
Speech of the Conful, who thought to move the 
pity of the Deputies of Capua, did but excite their 
infidelity. The Senate, much wifer, took a quite 
different courfe ; fent men and provifions to the 
AllieSi, who. ftood in want of them y and of all 
the fuccours which diey of Naples came to offer, 
they accepted nothing but corn, which they paid 
for. 

But notwithftanding fo much Refolution and Wit 
dom, the Republick of Rome had unavoidably pen 
riOi'd, if Carthage had taken any of thofe ^leafure$ 
to deftroy it, which the Romans took to preferve 
k. Whilft, on one fide. Thanks were voted to a 
Conful who had fled ', becaufe he did not defpair of 

F 3 ^ iht 
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the Commonwealth, victorious Hannibal was 
accufed at Carthage. H a n n o could not for^vc 
him the advantages of a War, which he had dif- 
fuaded : and as he was more jealous of the honour 
of his own opinion, than the good of the Statr ; 
and more an enemy to the Carthaginian General, 
than to the Romans, he omitted nothing that might 
obftruft the fuccefles they had a profpeft of, or dc- 
ftroy thofe already obtained. One would have ta- 
ken H A N N o for an Ally of the Roman People^ 
who looked upon Hannibal as the common 
enemy. When the latter fent for a new Supply of 
men and money to maintain the Army, ff^bal would 
be demand J faid H a n n o, if be had loft tbe Battle ? 
No^ no^ Gentlemen^ either hfs an impoftor^ that amu- 
fes us with falfe news^ or a publick robbery that en* 
riches him/elf with the fpoils of the Romans ^ and tbe 
advantages of the War. This oppolition did, at 
leafl:,. retard the Supplies -, tho it could not hinder 
the refolution of fending them : and they executed 
(lowly what had been refolv*d upon witli difficulty. 
The Supplies being at laft prepared, it was a long 
time before they were fent away ; and then orders 
were given to flop them in Spain, inftead of haften- 
ing them into Italy. Thus the Recruits arrived vc- 
ly late, and when they came to join Hannipal^ 
which was a miracle, he received them fickly, and 
haraffed, and after the feafon for adlion was over. 

This General was almoft continually deftitute of 
Money and Provifions ; reduced to the neceffity of 
being eternally fuccefsful in War -, having no Refoutcc 
ypon any misfortune; and a great deal of perplexi* 
fy even upon good fuccefs, when he found not 
wherewith to maintain different Nations, who rather 
followed his perfon, than depended on the Com- 
r»onwealdi gf Carthage, 

To 
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To keep fo many different people in order, he 
added to his natural Severity an artificial Cruelty ; 
which made him dreaded by fome, whilft his virtue 
gained him a veneration from others. I own, he 
ufed no great violence. upon his temper; for being 
naturally fomewhat cruel, he found himfelf in fuch 
circumftances, that it was neceffary for hhn to be 
fo. However, his Intereft was fometimes the rule 
of his Cruelty ; and even inclin*d him to Clemen- 
cy : for he knew how to be gracious and merciful 
when his affairs required ; and his Policy ever pre* 
vailed over his Nature. 

He made war upon the Romans with all manner 
of feverity, but treated their Confederates with 
much civility and courtefy ; hoping by this means to 
defboy the firft abfolutely, and to draw off the 
others from their Alliance : a conduft >cxtremely 
different from that of P y r r h u s, who referved all 
his civility for the Romans, and his ill ufage for his 
Allies. 

When I confider that Hannibal removed out 
of Spain, where he left nothing behind him well 
fecured ; that he crofs'd the Country of the Gauls, 
whom he ought to have accounted his enemies i 
that he paffed the Alps to make war againft the Ro- 
mans, who had expell'd the Carthaginians out of 
Sicily : when I confider, that in Italy he had nei- 
dier garrifons, magazines, nor any certain fijpplies, 
or hopes of retreat, I am aftonifhed at the boldnefs 
of his defign. But when I confider his valour and 
his conduft, I admire nothing but Hannibal, 
and I efteem him yet fuperior to the undertaking. - 
The French particularly admire the War or the 
Gauls, both for the Reputation of Cesar, and 
becaufe the fcene of it lying in their own Country, 
it affedb them with a more lively Idea than any. 
However, to fpeak impartially, it falls infinitely 
Ihorc of Hannibal's Aftions in Italy. Had 

F 4 Cesar 
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Ces A R found amongft the Gauls, that Union and 
Bravery, which the other did amon^ the RothanS]^ 
he had made over them but fmall Conguefts ; for 
it mud be acknowledged, that Hannibal met 
with very great difficulties, without reckoning thofc 
he carried with him. The only advantage on whidi 
he could reafonably depend, was the goodneis of 
his Troops, and his own perfonal Ability. 

It is certain, that the Romans had gain'd a gres£ 
fuperiority over the Carthaginians in the Siiiliaii 
War ; but Peace having made them disband 'their 
Army, they infenfibly loft their vigour ; whilft 
their adversaries, who were employed in Spain and 
Africk, ftill kept their valour in ufe, and acquired 
new experience. 

Thus Hannibal came widi an old body to^ 
attack Italy ; which the Romans were oblig^ed to, 
defend with an old reputation, more than^ old 
troops. As for the Roman Generals, they were 
certainly perfons of great Courage, who dioiight 
they fhould mjure the glory of their Common- 
wealth, if they did not give batde upon the firft 
offer of the enemy. 

Hannibal made it his particular ftudy to know. 
their Genius, and obferv'd nothing fo much, as 
the humour and condud of each Conful that was 
to oppofe him. Thus, by provoking the fiery tem- 
per of Sempronius, he knew how to dare 
him to fight, and gain the Batde of Trebia. The 
Defeat of Thrafimene was owing to a Stratagem of 
the like nature. 

Being acquainted with the haughty fpirit of 
F t A M I n I u s, he burn'd before his eyes the ViDa- 
ges of his Allies, and fo critically provoked hb na- 
tural temerity, that .the Conful not onl^ took a 
rcfolution to fight at an unfeafonable ume, but 
enga^d himfelf in fome Defilees, where he unhap- 
pily loft his Army, together widi his life. As F a- 
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B I u s went upon a different method of afting, fo 
the conduft of Hannibal was entirely oppo- 

fite. 

After the Battle of Thrafimene, the Romap Pco* 
plc created a Didlator, and a General of the Horfc. 
The Dilator was Quint us Fabius, a man 
wife and flow, who plac'd the only hope of fafety 
in caution, from which fecurity may, indeed, rc- 
fult. Confidering in what a pofture their Afiairs 
were, he thought there was no diflference between 
fighting, and being beaten : fb that he aim'd at no- 
chirtg but to give frefli fpirit to the Army ; and 
as fee did not entertain the hopes of Vidory, 
he thought he fliould a£t prudendy enough, if 
he could but contrive to prevent his being over- 
come. 

Marcus Minutiu.s was General of the 
Horfe, a man violent, rafli, vain in difcourfe, and 
daring, as well upon the fcore of his ignorance, as 
his courage. This pcrfon plac'd the intereft of the 
State in the reputanon of affairs^ and imagin'd that 
the Republick could not fubfift, if it did not blot 
out^ the difgrace of pail defeats, by fome glorious 
aAiop. He was for grandeur, when there was a 
neceflity fpr prudence 5 for glory, when fafety was 
in quefuon. 

H A n N i,B a L foon found out thefe different hu- 
mours, not only by the reports that were made him^ 
but by his own obfervations *, for many days fuccef- 
fively he offer'd Battle to Fabius, who was lb 
far from accepting it, that he would not permit a 
lingle man to ftir out of his Camp. Mi n u t 1 u s^ 
on the contrary, took the artificial Bravadoes of the 
Enemy, for ib many affronts s and made the Dic- 
tator pals for a weak man, or at leaft for one that 
was infenfible of the di%race of the Romans. 
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Hannibal being informM of thefe difcour&s, 
endeavoured to increafe the opinion of fear and 
weaknels, which was attributed to F a b i u s. He- 
burnt, in his view, the fined Country in Italy, in 
order either to draw him to fight, which he was not 
able to efTed ; or, at leaft, to blemifli his repiita* 
tion, in which he did not want fucceis. Nay^ he 
begot a fufpicion, that there was a fecret combi- 
nation between them, by fparing his Lands with 
great care, amidft die general defolation of the 
Country. 

But this is but one part of his Artifices. Whilft 
he labour*d to ruin me reputation of Fabius, 
who gave him fome trouble, he omitted nothing to 
raife that ofMiNUTius, in whom he wifh*d the 
Command, or at lead a larger power in the army. 
Sometimes, he pretended to be afraid of him, when 
he IhewM all manner of contempt for the other. 
Sometimes, after a fmali Engagement with him, 
he retired firft, and let hiin obtain fome trifling ad- 
vantage •, which advancM his credit with the Ro- 
mans, and fo prepared him to fall by an inoonfi- 
derate confidence. In fliort, he was fo dextrous in 
running down the conduft of the Didtator, and in 
raifing the credit of the General of the Horfe, that 
the Command was divided, and the Troops Ihar'd 
between them, which was never done before. One 
would think, that Rome aded by the advice of her 
enemy: for, in truth, fo extraordinary a Decree, 
was the pure effeft of his contrivance and defign. 

Hereupon the Vanity of Minutius had no 
bounds : he contemn'd, with equal imprudence, Fa- 
Bius and Hannibal, declaring nothing lefe, 
than that he alone would beat all Foreigners out of 
Italy, He therefore would needs form a feparate 
Camp ; of which Hannibal was no looner 
fenfible, but he approached with his : in fine, not to 
^mufe my felf with defaibing the particulars of every 

aftioHt 
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action, M I N u T I u s was engaged in a Battle, where- 
in he was defeated. 

This was the behaviour of H a n n i b a l, during 
the Di6tatorfhip of F a b i u s, and his condud): was 
much the fame, with the Confuls? that gave him 
battle at Cannae. 'Tis true indeed, there was no 
neccffitjr for fo politick a Qwiduft. The Wifdom 
of Paulus, was lefe troubfefom to him than that 
of F A B I u s ; and the prefumptuous ignorance of 
Terentius, hurried him fafl: enough to his own 
ruin. 

The Reader will admire, perhaps, that I have 
dwelt fo long upon an affair, which only ends in 
the Defeat oiMinutius, and that I do but fcur^ 
fbrily mention that great and famous Battle of Can- 
nae : but my Defign is rather to make the Genius 
of Men known, than to deicribe Battles. And sis 
the judicious are better pleased by contemplating 
Cesa r in the War of Petreius and Afra- 
N I u s, than in his moft fhining A£Uons ; I imagined, 
that we ought to confider Haknibal more cu-r 
rioufly, in an Affair which was entirely manag*d by 
Policy, than in that great and fortunate Succefs, 
which the imprudence of Tbrentius gave him 
without much difficulty. 

However, it muft be confefs'd. That nevef was 
a Battle fo entirely won -, and that very day had, in 
a manner, been the Romans laft, ifHANNfBAL 
had not chofe rather to enjoy the fweets of the Vic- 
tory, than to purfue its advantages. 

He, who by his Policy made others guilty of fo 
many miftakes, betrays here the weaknefs of hu-» 
man nature, and cannot preferve himfelf from fail- 
ing. He lhew*d himfelf invincible in the greateft 
difficulties, but could not refift the allurements of 
his good fortune 5 and fuffer'd himfelf to yield to 
cafe, when a little a<SHon would have fix*d him in a 
dtf e of repofe for ^1 the remainder of his life. 

\ If 
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If you inquire into the reafon of it ; *ds becatifb 
every thing hath bounds in Man : patience, ecu- 
lage, refolution, wear out at laft. 

Hannibal can fatigue no more, becaufe he 
has fatigu'd too much ; and his consummate Virtue 
finds it felf without refource in the midft of Vic- 
tory. The remembrance of pad Difficulties gives 
liim a profpe£fc of new ones ; his mind, whidi ought 
CQ have been full of hopes, nay, almoft aflfurance, 
18 now taken up with fear of the future : he con- 
fiders, when he fhould be bold ; he coniults, when 
ke fliould be adlive ; he gives reafbns for the Ro- 
mans, when he ought to have put hj^ own counfels 
in execution. 

As the faulty of great men have always fbme 
pretences tp excufe them, fo Hannibal did not 
fiul to reprefent to himfelf very fpecious reafons : 
i That his Army, tho invincible in the field, was 

yet by no means fit for fieges •, having no good 

Infantry, no engines, no money, no certain, fiib- 
•* fiftence : That by reafon of thefe defedts, he had 
•* attacked Spoletum to no purpofe, aftier d^e fuc- 
** cefs at Thrafimene, as vidorious as he was: 
**^ That a litde before the Batde of Cannae, he had 

been obliged to raife the Siege of a town, of no 

name or ftrength : That to befiege Rome, fur- 
** nifti'd with every thing, waa the direft way to 
•* lofe the reputation he had gained ; and to de- 
** ftroy an Army, which alone made him to be con- 
*' fider'd : That therefore it was moft advifeable, to 
•* let the Romans, coopt up within their own walls, 
«* fall infenfibly of themfelves ; and in the mean 
** time to go and poflefs himfelf of fome places 
** near the Sea, where he might receive Recruits 
*' from Carthage with convenience ; and where it 
*« would be eafy to fettle the moft confiderablc 
«* Power of Italy.** Thefe were the reafons, which 
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Hannibal adapted to the difpoficion he found 
il himfelf in, and which would not have afFedled him 
■ in his firft heats. 

In vain did Maharbal promife him to fup 
iB. in the Capitol ; his own refle6Hons» which had no- 
f thing but the air of wifdom, and a falfe rcafoning, 
ii xnade him reje6l, as unadvifed, a confidence fb well 
k grounded. He had purfu'd violent counfels, when 
i AC began a war with the Romans, and he is now 
j kept back by an unfeafonable circumlpedion, when 
J he is upon the point of making an end of all 
I It is certain that men of too refin'd Policv, as 
; Hannibal was, are apt to create difficulaes in 
< undertakings, and ftop themfelves by obflades, which 
proceed more from their own imagination than the 
thing it felf. 

There is a critical point in the declenfion of 
States, where their ruin would be unavoidable, if 
one knew how eafy it were to deftroy them : but 
for want of a clear forefight, or a fufficient cou- 
rage, men are content with a little, when they 
might do more ; making either the meanne& of ijpi- 
rit, or the want of greatneis in the foul, to pais for 
prudence. 

In thefe conjunctures, a man is not the inflxument 
of his own prefervation ; *tis his old reputation pure- 
ly that maintains him in the imagination of his 
enemies, when his real forces have abandoned him. 
Thus, Hannibal reprefcnts to his view a pow- 
er which is no more. He entertains a fantaftical 
idea of dead Soldiers and difSpated Legions, as if 
he were to fight and defeat what he had already de- 
feated 
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And certainly the confufion wa$ not kfs at Rome 
after the Battle of Cannas, than heretofore after the 
Defeat of Allia ] : but inftead of approaching a 
City which he would have ftruck with tcrrour, 
he removes at a dilbuice from it» as if he had 
a mind to hearten it, and g^ve the Magiftrates 
time to repair their lofles at their leifure. He 
was io unadvifed as to attack the Allies, who 
would have fallen with Rome, and maintained them- 
felves by her with more eafe, than Ihe could have 
maintained her felf. 

This was the fii*ft and great omiffion of Han- 
N I B A L, which was alfo the firft refource of the 
Romans. When their conftemation was over, their 
courage increased, as their forces grew lels ; where- 
as the Carthaginians loft their vigour, as their power 
increas'd. 

Now, if we (hould inquire into the caufe of all 
their misfortunes, there may be aflign'd two eflen- 
tial ones : the careleihefs of Carthage, which faf> 
fered good iuccefles to fall to nothing, for want of 
fupplies ; and H a n n i B a l*s precipitate defign to 
put an end to his labours, before he had ended die 
war. 

After he had tafted repofe, it was not long be- 
fore he was inclin'd to tafte delights ; and he was the 
more eafily inchanted by them, as they were altoge- 
ther unknown to him. 

A man that knows how to mix Pleafures with 
Bufinefs, is never intirdy pofleffed by them : he ei- 
ther quits, or refumes them at his will ; and in the 
ufe he makes of them, rather finds a relaxation of 
mind, than a dangerous charm that might corrupc 

him. 

' jt Bivtr within thru w four Uoffus ofR&mij near nvhhh the 
Romans wore deftated by the Gauls. The latter made thsmf elves 
mafters of the City, hut could not force the Cafitol, whither fart of 
the Roman Touth rair*d. ^ Uyj^ Decad I. Book V. 
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him. It is not fo with thofe auftere perforis, who, 
by an alteration of temper, come to tafte of Vo- 
luptuoufnefs : they are immediately inchanted with 
its fweetnefs, and have nothing but an averfion for 
the feverities of their paft life. Nature, in them, 
being wearied with inconveniences and pains, aban- 
dons it felf to the firft delights that come in its 
way : then, what appeared virtuous, prefehts it felT 
with a grofs and morofe air ; and the foul, which 
imagines it felf to be undeceived of an old error, 
has a complacency in its new afFeftion for things a- 
greeable. 

Thus it far'd with Hannibal and his Army, 
which did not fail to imitate him in remiilheis, as 
they had all along done it in fatigues. 

There was nothing then but Bathing, Feftivals, 
Amours, and Paffions. Difcipline was no longer 
obferv^d, either by him who ought to have given 
orders, or by thofe that (hould have put them in 
execution. When there was a neceffity to go into 
the field, Glory and Intereft excited Hannibal, 
who reaflum'd his former vigour, and found himfelf 
again ; but he found no more the lame Army. 
There was nothing elfe but foftriefs and effeminacy. 
If they were forc'd to undergo the leaft want, they 
regretted the plenty of Capua. Their thoughts 
ran upon their Miftrefles, when they were to meet 
the Enemy : they languilh*d and melted with the 
tendernefe of Love, when there was need of ac- 
tion and fiercenels for Battle. Hannibal omit- 
ted nothing that might excite their Courage, fome- 
times by reviving the remembrance of a valour 
which they had loft ; fometimes by the fhame of 
reproaches, of which they were infenfible. 

In the mean while, the Roman Generals became 
every day more fkllful and experienced : the Le- 
gions gam'd daily advantages over effeminate 
Troops 5 and there came from Carthage, no Sup- 
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plies fufficient to give frcfli foirit to {o languiffiii^ 
an Army. But the more rcfolution Hannibal 
found amongft the enemies, the lefs afliftance he 
received from his own men ; and the more he was 
obligM to depend upon himfelf. It is not credible 
with what valour he maintam'd himfelf in Italy, 
which the Romans could not make him quit, dll 
they forced the Carthaginians to recall him; The 
ktter being defeated and driven out of Spaiti, beaten 
and undone in Africk, had recourfe to Hanni- 
bal for their laft refuge. He obey'd the Orders 
i>f his Country, with the fame fubmiffion, that the 
meaneft citizen could have done : and he was no 
fooner arriv'd, but he found Affairs in a delperatc 
pofture. 

S c I p I o, who had beheld the calamities of his 
Republick, under unfortunate Generals, now com- 
manded the forces of it in a profperous condiddn, 
which was purely owing to himfelf. As for H X n- 
N I B A L, he had nothing but the remembrance of 
his good fortune, which he had ill ufed ; but, how- 
ever, he was not in the leaft wanting to fupport the 
bad. The former, whofe natural confidence was 
ftill buoy'd up by the prefent fortunate pofhire of 
his affairs, was at the head df an Army, which 
doubted not of viftory : the latter. Increased his 
natural diftruft by the miferable condition he few 
his Country reduced to, and by the ill opinion he 
had of his Soldiers. 

Thefe different fituations of mind made Peace to 
be offered, and rejefted ; after which, every one's 
thoughts were intent upon Battle. On the day it 
was fought, Hannibal furpafs'd himfelf, whe- 
ther by taking all advantages, difpofing his Army, 
or giving orders in the fight ; but at length the 
Genius of Rome prevailed over that of Carthage, and 
the Defeat of the Carthaginians yielded the Empire 
of the World for ever to the Romans. 

I As 
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As for the General, he was admired by S c i p i o, 
who, in the midft of his Glory, feem'd to envy the 
capacity of the vanquifhed ; and the vanquifhed, 
whofe humour was tar enough from vain oftenta- 
tion, thought he had always fome fuperiority in 
the Science of War : for, difcourfing one day with 
Sci PI o, concerning the great Generals, he placed 
Alexander the firft, Py r rhus the fecond, 
and himfelf the third ; to whidi S ci p i o coldly. 
And if you had conquered me, faid he, in what rank 
VHwld you have placed yourfelf? The firft of all, re- 
plied Hannibal. 

*Tis certain, that his (kill in War was admirable, 
and thofe illuftrious Conquerors, who have left fo 
|;reat a name to pofterity, came not near him for 
induftry, both in bringing together and m^ntainmg 
Armies. 

Alexander paffed into Ada with Macedoni- 
ans who obeyed their King. If he had but litde 
money and provifions, the Battles he gainM foon 
fiirnilh'd him with plenty of all : a City taken or 
furrender'd, ^ve him the treafures of D a r i u s, 
who became neceflitous in his own Country, in pro- 
portion asALEXANDER poffefled the riches of it, 
S c I p I o, whom J mentioned before, made war in 
Spdn and Africk, with thofe very Legions which 
the Republick both levied and maintain'd. Cesar 
had the fame advantages towards the Conqueft of 
Gaul, and made ufe of the forces and money of the 
Commonwealth to enllave it. 

As for our Hannibal, to a little Bocty of 
Carth^inians, he joined feveral Nations, which he 
kept together merely by his own intereft, and by 
whom he made himfelf obey'd, tho he laboured 
under a continual want of provifions and money. 
What's yet more extraordinary, Vidories made him 
not the eafier, and he was almoft as much ftraitned 

VoLi, G after 
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after the gaining of them, as he was before. But 
if he had talents which the others had not» fb was 
he guilty of a fault, which, in all probability^ they 
would not have committed. 

Alexander was fo far from leaving things 
done by halves, that he always went farther, even 
when they were compleated He was not ladsfied 
widi fubduing the ^reat Empire of Darius, to 
the very leaft province ; his amUdon carried him 
to the Indies, when he might have reconciled 
(what feldom happens) his Glory and Repofe, and 
have enjoy'd his Conquefts in peace. 
• S c I p I o did not think of CEiie, before he had re- 
duced Carthage, and eflablifhed the Roman afliin 
of Africk. And one of the great commendaticxis 
which is given to Cesar, is, ^al be thought nth 
thing was done^ while there remained any thing to do : 

Nil a£ium credensj dUm quid fuperejfet agendum. 

L u c A N. Pharfal. Lib.lL ver. 657. 

As often as I refleA upon this mifcarriage of H a K* 
K I B A L, I cannot forbear thinking, that men do 
not fuffidently confider, of how vaft importance a 
good Refolution is in great Afiairs. The marching 
immediately to Rome, after the Batde of Canite, 
draws after it the deftrudion of that City, and the 
grandeur of Carthj^e ; the not marching thither, 
IS, in time, attended with the ruin of die Cartha* 
ginians, and the univerfal Empire of the Ro* 
mans. 

I have feen a Refolution taken, which would have 
inevitably occafioned the Ipls of a great State. I 
faw by a happy change, a contrary one tdcen the 
fame day, which proved its feCurity; but it gave 
lefs Reputation to the Author of fo good ^vic^ 
than the Defeat of five hundred Horfe, or the ta- 

lung 
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king an inconfiderable Town would have done •. 
Thefe laft events ftrike the eyes or imagination of 
all the World : but Judgment is hardly admired 
by any, becaufc *tis known but by refledtions, which 
few people are able to make. Let* s return to H a n- 

N I B A L. 

If the trade of War, as glittering a figure as it 
makes, merited only our regard, I don't fee one 
of the Antients, who can reafonably be preferred to 
him : but it does not follow, that he who knows it 
beft, is neceflarily the greateft man. Juftice, mag- 
nanimity, greatnefs of foul, a difintcrefted integrity, 
and an univerfal capacity, make up the better part 
of rhofe great men. 

To know barely how to flaughter men; to be 
better fkill'd than others in laying wade human So- 
ciety, and deftroying Nature, is to excel in a very 
fatal Science. The application of this Science ought 
to be juil, or at Icdk honourable : it (hould turn, 
if poflible, to the good of thofe whom it has fub- 
du*d ; but always to the intereft of one's Country, 
or the neceffity of a private advantage. When it 
is governed by a capricious humour, and fubfer- 
vient to irregularity and fiiry ; when its end is to 
cpprefi the world, then that Glory whidi is afcribM 

G 2 to 

* Aslwas, Mifiby, nadmg tSis paffkge nabh M. de St. Eyn^ 
mond, I de/ir*d Urn to give me an account efthe two Refolutionft. 
he mentims herei and he told me the following particulars. 
«' ThcCwx^y /aid he, l»eiiig at Pbntoife^ ^in t^^j^^ amdCar- 
*' dinal Mazarin, confidering that the (nnce of Cbnd^ Was 
«' aotiarcrffs that Fuenfaidaigiie advanced wkh 25000 noien, 
■< and the Duke of Lorain with 1 2000, refblv*d to engage the 
'< King to retire into Burgundy, not thinking him fafe in Paris. 
*' The Vifcount ofTurenne was not then in Council) but be* 
•* ing infprm'd of this Refolution, he immediately repaired thi^ 
«< ther, and told the Minifler^ that if the lUng qutte^d Pari^ 
^ he wotdd never enter it again ; and that they oi^ht either to 
«' vancpfli or die: which oblig'd the Coimcil to alter their Re^^ 
*• folutiofl. 
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to it, (hould be taken away, and it ought to be as 
ignominious as it is unjuft. Now 'ds certain, that 
Hannibal had but few Virtues, and many 
Vices : infidelity, covetoufiiefe, a cruelty oftentimes 
fteceflary, but always natural, were the chief ingre- 
dients of his compofition. 

Befides, people judge, for the mofl: part, by the 
Succefe, whatever is the opinion of the wifer fort 
Let a Man ihew all the good conduft that is poffi- 
ble ; if the event does not anfwer, ill fortune pafl^ 
for a fault, and is juftified but by a very few per- 
fbns. Thus, for infkance ; That Hannibal made 
war better than the Romans, and was undone by 
the ill management of his own Republick ; whereas 
the Romans became victorious by the good order 
of theirs *, is a confideration which falls not within 
the reach of many people. But that he was defeat- 
ed by S c I p I o, and that the ruin of Carthage was 
the confequence of his Defeat, is a thing jfully 
known, and *tis from hence that the univerfal op^ 
nion of all Nations has been form'd. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Genius of the Romans^ fdwarJs 
the end of the fecond War of Cat'- 
thage, 

■ 

UPON the oonclufion of fo great and fi> long 
a War, there arofe a certain fpirit unknown 
till then m die Commonwealth. Not but that diere 

2 had 
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had been frequent Seditions before. For 4:he Se- 
nate had more than once endeavoured to opprefe 
the People ; and the People offered violence to the 
Senate : but ftill men afted on thefe occafions by a 
publick Principle, regarding the Power of thefe as 
a Tyranny, whidi ruin*d freedom ; and the Liber- 
ty of the other, as a licentioufnefs which would end 
in confufion. 

But men now began to feparate their private 
from the publick Intereft. The bonds of Society, 
which were thought fo agreeable before, feem*d at 
this time to be troublefom chains ; and every one 
growing uneafy under the Laws, had a mind to re- 
aflume his primitive right of difpofing of himfelfi 
and in this choice to follow the motions of his own 
will. 

As the difguft of Subjedtion had been the oc- 
cafion of turning out the Kings, and difpofed the 
People to the eftablifliment of Liberty ; fo the dif- 
guft of the fame Liberty, which they found trou- 
blefom to maintain, difpos*d their minds to parti- 
cular dependencies. 

Their love for their Country, and their zeal for 
the Publick Good, were exhaufted in the ftrefs of 
the War againft Hannibal, where the affeAion 
and virtue of the Citizens went beyond the expec- 
tation of the Republick. Men had fpent their 
blood and trcafure for the Publick, which was not 
yet in a capacity to give any recompence to private 
men. The feverities even of the Senate, had in- 
creased that of the Laws on fome occafions ; and 
the rigour which had been ufed towards the Prifo- 
ners that were taken at the Battle of Cannae aflefted 
every body very fenfibly : but People fufFer'd it pa* 
tiently, at a time when they thought it was their 
common intereft to endure all things. So foon as 
they had lefs to fear, they thought the necelfity of 
fufFering was at an end ; and every one having cx- 

G I haufted 
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haufted their dock of dodlity and patience, before 
the conclufion of their misfortunes, they bore with 
reludtancy, what they imagin'd was impofed upon 
them without neceflity, by the fole pleaXure of the 
Magiftrates. 

'Twas thus that the firft difgufts were form'df 
from whence it came to pais, that men left the 
Republick, to cukivate their own private Intereft ( 
ibught new engagements in Society, and choie 
amongft themfclves fuch perfons, as moft deferved 
their alFeftions. 

In this difpofition of mind, S c i p i o p'eiented 
himfelf to the Romans, with aU the qualities that 
may gain the efteem and favour of men. He was 
nobly defcended, and in him (hone with equal 
luftre the goodnefs and charms of an excellent 
natural difpofition. He had an admirable greatnefi 
of Soul, and a fweet, afiable, and beneficent tem- 
per ; he was vehement and earned to infpire hk 
refolution and confidence in publick ; polite and 
agreeable in private converfation, for the moft re* 
fined pleafure of friendfliip 5 his foul was lofty, but 
ferene ; more fenfible of glory than ambitious of 
power. He fought lefs to diftinguifli himfelf by 
authority, or the fplendor of fortune, than by the 
difHcukies of his undertakings, and the merit of his 
actions. Add to fo many things, that in hini, hap- 
py fuccefles alwiys anfwered high defigns ; and to 
crown all, he had poflels'd the people with an opi» 
nion. That he fet about nothbg without the ad- 
w'ice, and never afted without the ^fliftance of die 
Gods. 

^Tis no wonder, that fuch a man as I have here 
defcribed, Ibould aftrafl: the afieftions of die People, 
which they were ready enough to give him rf 
themfelves, and difeng^e many from a Republidc, 
fQr which thejr Jiad ^Ire^djr entertained a difeuft. 

Thus 



MDB ST. EVRBMOND. Y03 

Thus the will of a perfon fo virtuous, was preferred 
to Laws, which perhaps were not fo equitable. 

As for S c I p I o, he ufed all the engaging ways 
of Humanity and Afl^bility ; and laying afide the 
priftine feverity of Difcipline, he commanded with 
gentlenels, troops that obey'd him with afFeftion. 

[*I know very well, that fome Seditions that hap- 
pened in his Camp are afcrib'd to his eafinefs : bur, 
if I dare adventure to fay it, 'twas a misfortune 
almoft neceflary at that time. 'Twas a new fpirit 
in the Republick, which was prejudicial to the 
Government ; yet, without this fpirit, the Com- 
monwealth would have been ruin*d, and Sc i p i o 
alone was capable to infpire it. 'Twas not fuffici- 
ent to mamtain order among the Citizens, accord-*, 
ing to the Genius of their antient Legiflators ; there 
was alfo need of that of a Hero of lefe fevere Vir- 
tues, to animate defponding Soldiers ^ainft H a n- 
j7 1 B A L, and give them the confidence of being 
^ble to overcome. The affairs of Rome were fo 
defperate, that nothing leis dian heroical qualities, 
and the opinion of divine afliftance, could have re» 
trieved them. ] 

*Tis certain, that never had any Roman General 
fhewn fo great a capacity, nor managed dffzks fo 
well; never were Legions fo zealous to behave 
themfelves gallantly, and never was Commonwealth 
fo well ferved, tho by a Principle diflferent fi-om 
that of the Commonwealth. 

Fabius and Cato% were fenfible of this 
evil, and omitted nothing to hinder the ill eflfedb of it. 
But in truth, they mixed the fournefe of their pafli'- 
ons with it ; and the envy they bore to this great 

G 4 Man, 

* This paffkie, and amthir which wlU h fitmd a lutU 
lower, both titwem Crotchets, sre taken out of a Manufcrift 
which was Ufi in the hands of Mr, W^Ucr. See th$ Life pf M« 
de St Evremond, 

; The Cenfir. 
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Man, had as great a fhare in their oppofidom, ai 

their jealoufy of Liberty. 

That which is extraordinary, the corrupter ^^ 
main'd a good man amongft thofe whom he ocx** 
rupted, and aded more nobly than thofe who op- 
pofed the corruption. And, indeed, he made all 
things fubfervient to the advantage of the Common- 
wealth, from which he had brought off others ; and 
was only guilty of ferving it with the fame qualities 
with which he might have ruin'd it. 

I own indeed, that by the maxims of fb jealous 
a Government, fome alarm might be reaibnably ta- 
ken. A Soul fo elevated is thought incapable of 
moderation ^ a defire of glory fo p^flionate, is hardly 
to be diftinguifh'd from that ambition which makes 
us afpire to power. A confidence fo uncommon, 
is not remote from extraordinary undertakings. In 
a word, the virtues of Heroes are fufpeded among 
Citizens : na)r, I dare affirm, that his pretending a 
Commerce with the Gods, which is fo advantageous 
to Legiflators for the foundation of a State» feem*d, 
in a private perfon, of dangerous confequence to an 
eftablilh'd Commonwealth. 

Scipio was therefore unhappy, in afibrding 
appearances contrary to his intentions ; which fer- 
ved as a pretence ror the malice of his rivals, and 
as a ground for the precaution of alarm'd perfbns. 

Hereupon a man of integrity is firft iufpe<£led, 
and a litde after an innocent accufed. He was able 
to anfwer and juftify himfelf ; but, if the expreffion 
may be allowed me, there is an heroick Inno- 
cence as well as an heroick Courage. Thus he neg- 
lected the common forms, which innocent peribns 
of the ordinary ftamp are oblig'd to fubmit to ; 
and inftead of anfwering his accufers, he caus'd 
thanks to be returned to the Gods for his Vidlories, 
when they demanded of him an account of his ac- 
tions. All the People followed him to the Capi|ol, 

to 
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to the Ihame of thofc that profecuted him. And 
the better to juftify the fincerity of his Defigns^ 
and the purenefs or his Virtue, he lacrificed his re- 
fentments to the Publick, chufing rather to live ai: 
a diftance from Rome, by complying with the in- 
gratitude of fome Citi2:ens, than to make himfelf 
the mafter of it, by an unjuft Ufurpation. So many 
noble qualities oblig'd L i v y to pitch upon that 
great man for his Hero, and to allow him a nice 
preference to the reft of the Romans. 

If other Generals gairfd more Battles, and re- 
duced more Cities, yet they did not defeat H a ir- 
N I B A L, nor conquer Carthage : if they knew how 
to command others as well as he, they knew not 
how to command themfelves, and be equally mat- 
ters of their paffions in the hurry of bufinefs, and 
die repofe of a private life. I leave it undeter- 
mined whether he was the greateft; but, if I dare 
affirm what Livy hath but infmuated, take him 
altogether, he was the moft deferving perfon. He 
had the A^irtue of the antient Romans, but cultiva- 
ted and polifhed ; and the knowledge and capacity 
of the laft, without any mixture of corruption. 

However, it is to be acknowledged, that his ac- 
tions were mor^ advantageous to the Common- 
wealth than his virtues. The Roman People had 
too deep a fenfe of his excellent qualities, and ap- 
plied themfelves fo particularly to hirh, that they &- 
-crificed their duty to the Publick, in following tlie 
private fuggeftions of their will 

The Humanity of Scipi o, did in time produce 
unhappy efieds, for it taught the Generals how to 
make themfelves bclov*d: and as *tis natural for all 
things to degenerate, an agreeable Command was 
followed by an unworthy complaifance j and when 
Virtues were wanting to procure efteem and friend- 
Ihip, diey employed all the methods of bribery and 
corruption. Thefe were the miferable cffefts of 

this 
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this particular Genius, which was noble and glori- 
ous in its beginning, but did afterwards produce 
the ambitious and the covetous, the corrupters and 
the corrupted 

[I may add, that had it not been for the attrac- 
dve charm of S c i p i o's virtues, the fierce and un- 
tractable fpirit of equality that fwayM the old Ro- 
mans, had fubfifted a long time ; a Citizen would 
have made leis application to another^ and this ap- 
plication would not have produced an inienfible oe- 
Kndance, which tends to the ruin of Liberty : but 
d it not been for the allurements of thofe ve- 
ry Virtues, the Romans would never have reco- 
vered the defpondency into which the fear of H a n- 
N I B A L had caft *em ; and the £une men, who af- 
terwards became Mailers of die World, would, per- 
haps, have been fubjedt to the Carthaginians.] 

This, at lead, may be faid m behalf of the DiP> 
gufts which the Romans had for the Republkk, 
that if the People difengag'd themfelves from the 
love of the Laws, they only did it to fettle their 
offedions on virtuous perfons. The Romans came 
to that pais, that they confider^d their Laws, as 
the fendments of old L^iflators, which oug^t not 
to be «a rule to their age i and the fei|dment9 of 
S CI p I o were look'd upon as living and animated 
Laws. 

As for S c I p I o, he turn'd all the regard they 
had for his perfon, to the fervice of the Publick ; 
but defu-ing to foften the aufterity of Duty, by the 
allurement of Glory, he, perhaps, fuffer*d himfelf 
to be carried a little too mr in thb point ; and at 
Rome particularly, where the Cidzens had aj^iear- 
ed criminal, when they attracted too favourable 
an efteem. 

This new Genius which fucceeded the Publidc 
Good, animated the Romans for a long while to 
the performance of great and noble Aftions, whidi 

they 
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they atchicv^d with a generous vigour and indufhy, 
to which they were ftrangers before : for, the love 
of our Country makes us, indeed, faoifice ouc 
fortunes, and even our lives for its fafety ; but am-^ 
bidon and defire of glory, are greater incentives 
to our induftry, than that firft paffion, which is air 
ways virtuous and noble, but rarely acute and 
ingenious. 

To this Gemus was owing the Defeat of Han* 
N I B A L, and the rum of Cardiage ; the humbling 
ofANTiocHus, and the conqueft or fubjedtion 
of all the Greeks : fo that we may fay with reaibn, 
that it was advantageous to the Grandeur, but fatal 
to the Liberty of the Commonwealth* 

At length, they were as much out of humour 
with this, as they were with die love of the Repub* 
lick. That efteem, that noble inclinadon for men of 
virtue, feem*d ridiculous to thofe who refolv*d to 
coniider nothing but themfelves. Honour began to 
be accounted a diimera ; Gl(»y, a mere vanity ; 
and every one bafely purfu'd his own private inte- 
reft, whereby he thought he IhewM his good fenfe 
and judgment. 

Now the Genius of Self-intereft, which fucceed^ 
cd that of Honour, afted differently amongft the 
Romans, according to the diverfity of tempers, 
Thofe who poffeflcd a true greatnels of mind, ftrove 
to acquire power ; mean fouls contented themfelves 
by heaping up riches, all manner of ways. 

As men do not fall, of a fudden, into an abfor 
lute corruption, there was a gentle Aiding from 
Honour to Intereft, where both one and t'other 
fubfifted in the Republick, but with different re-r 
(pefts. There was honour preferv*d in fome partU 
cular aftions, and nothing but infamy in others. 

A general corruption reigned at Rome, in afiairs 

that related to the Cidzens. Integrity became eve* 

Xi day more rare : Tuftice wa3 in a manner ba- 

^ ' ^ niihM: 
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nifh'd : the defire of growing rich, was the predo- 
minant paffion *» and conliderable peribns applied 
their induftry to the making themfelves mafteis 
of what did not belong to them. But ftill there 
was a face of Dignity kept up, in relation to ftraiH 
gers ; and the moft depraved at home, ihew'd 
themfelves jealous, of the Glory of the Roman name 
abroad. 

Nothing was more unjuft than the judgment of 
die Senators ; nothing fo fordid as their avarice: 
yet, at the fame time, the Senate religiouQy prefer- 
ved their Dignity ; and never were they more zea- 
lous to hinder the Majefty of the Roman Peojde 
from being violated 

This Senate, in other things fo much abandoned 
to intereft and fo corrupted, together with the reft 
of the Citizens, voted with the fame high ipirit as 
S c I p I o could have had, when they were to deal 
with an enemy. In the time of a great Corrup- 
tion, they could not bear the fhameful Treaty that 
M A Nc I N u s ftruck up with the Numandnes ; and 
that unfortunate Conful was oblig'd to go and de- 
liver himfelf into their hands, with all manner of 
difgrace K Gracchus, who had a (hare in the 
Peace, as being Quaeftor in the army of Man- 
ci N u s, in vain cncleavour'd to fupport him ; his 

credit 

3 The Confml HofiUius Mancinus, after having been feveral 
times defeated by the Numanthtes^ fyff^*^ himfelf with his Army 
cenfifting ef thirty theufand men, te be Jhut up in his Camp ( 
and could not othenvife befaved than by making with the emtfiyy 
who had but four thoufand men^ a Treaty \ wherein it was Mgjreed^ 
that henceforth there flteuld be a perpetual alliance between the 
Romans and the Numantines^ and that the latter Jhould etsjoy all 
the rights and privileges ef the Romans. The Senate judging thu 
Treaty to be ignominious to the RepubUck, font back Aiancimus, 
bound hand and foot, to the NumantineSy that they might ufe him 
as they pleased % but they would not receive him* See Frehjhe' 
tniusU Supplement te the LV. and LVI. Books ofLivy* 
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f credit was of no fcrvice 5 and his eloquence employ- 
II cd to no purpofe. 

li As there happened thro* Gracchus, one of 
2 die moft important turns of the Commonwealth, and, 
i perhaps, the rife of all thofe commotions that af- 
I tcrwards difturb*d it, it will not be amils to give his 
Charadler. 

He was a perfon very confiderable for his birth, 
the advantages of his body, and the qualities of 
his mind *, of a Genius oppofite to that of great S c i<* 
F-io, from whom his Mother Cornelia was 
defcended ; more ambitious of Power, than ani^ 
mated by a defire of Glory, unlefi it were that of 
Eloquence, which was neceflary at Rome to gain 
credit, and make one's felf popular. He had a 
great and lofty foul 5 but fitter to embrace new, or 
revive antiquated things, than folidly to purfue 
thofe already eftabliih'd. His integrity made him 
fcorn all thoughts of money, in regard to himfelf ; 
tho when he advanced the intereft of others, 'tis 
certain, he always did it with fome defign. How- 
ever, the love of Virtue was natural enough to 
him, and the hatred of Vice yet much more. He 
had a compaflion for the opprefled, but more ani- 
mofity BigsdnA, the opprefibrs : {0 that his paflion 
prevailing over his virtue, he infenfibly abhorred 
the perfons, more dian the crimes. 

Several great qualities made him admired amongft 
the Romans *, tho, at the fame time, he was not 
mafter of one in a juft degree. His engagements 
carried him farther than he thought at firft -, his 
refolution turtf d into a fort of obftmatc ftifFnels, 
and thofe virtues which might have been ufeful to 
the Republick, became fo many advantageous ta- 
lents for faftion. 

In my opinion, there is neither nicenefe nor 
moderation in the Judgments that have been tranf- 
mitted to us concerning him. Thofe that have 

cmbrac*4 



riTB THE VTOJUKSOV 

embraced the party of the Senate, haine reprcfeited 
him as a hot, furious man ; and the partifabs of the 
People, as a true protedor of Liberty* Now, it 
feems to me, diat his defigns, in the main, were 
honeft, and that he natural^ hated all manner d^ 
injuftice; but oppofidon put thefegood intentioot 
into a ferment and diforden Contradiction having 
incens'd him a^nft thofe that oppofed him, he 
purfuM by a fpirit of Faction, what he had begoa 
with a principle of Virtue. This, in my opinion, 
was the true Genius of Gracchus, who jEbirr'd 
up the People a^ainft the Senate. Let's now confi- 
der what difpofition die People were in. 

After having done great (ervices to die State, the 
people found themfelves emofed to the opprefltoD 
6( the Rich, and particularly to that of the Sena- 
tors, who by their authority, or other unfair 'me- 
thods, robb'd the Commons of their fmall po&i^ 
iions. Thus, continual injuries had alienated the 
hearts of the muldtude : but without entertaining, 
as yet, any ill intentions, they fuffered this tyranny 
with grief; and as they were really more muerable 
than fedidous, they ezpeded, rather than fought af- 
ter a deliverance from this unfortunate condition. 

I thought it neceflary to defcribe the Senate, 
Gracchus, and the People, before I entered up- 
on that violent agitation which afterwards (hook die 
Commonwealth. 

We may, therefore, imagine the Senate imjuft; 
corrupt, but concealing the infamy at home, by 
maintaining their affairs with dignity abroad. Our 
idea of Gracchus, will reprefent him to us, as a 
perfbn that had great talents, but fitter wholly to 
ruin a corrupted Commonwealth, than t<^ reftore it 
to its purity by a wife reformation. As for the 
People, they were not difaffefted, but could not tell 
how to bear their mifery, nor how to employ them- 
felves after the lofs of their pofieilions. 

* ADVSRr 
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MOnJieur de St. Evremond^ as was mentiotfd in 
bis Life, having refolved to go over into HoU 
land in the year 1665, left his Papers in the cujhdy 
4>f bis good Priend Mr. fFaller ; but upon his return 
to London^ (in iByo)^ . be found that mofi of them 
were loft during the great Plague ; and^ among the 
reft J the feven following Chapters^ with part of tbix^ 
relating to the conteft of Gracchus with the Senate, 
^ey could never be recovet^d ; and M. de St. Evre- 
mond would not take the trouble to write them over 
a^ain : fo thai we have only thefummary titles (^ them^ 
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^e (genius of the Romatf People^ when Jugnrtha pof- 
feffed himfelf of the Kingdom of Numidia. SorMd 
intereft predominant as to their Affairs abroad^ 
as it had been long before at home. 77?e infamous 
Charailer of tbo^ perfdns who were firft en^lofd 
in this Affair, ^e Temper if Scaurus. 

C HAP. X. 



tFar mand^d by Metellus. His Cbarailer^ and that 
^Jugm 

^biHty. 



of Jugurtha. ' The Pride and Haugbtinefs of the 
NobiHt% 
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CHAP. XL 

The CbaraSier of Marius : bis arrogance. The G 
mus of the People ^ and the ^SprU of faSlion agon 
she Senate. The People fuperhr to the SenaU 
their licentioufnefs. 

CHAP. xn. 

fhe CbaraSler of Sylla^ who retrieves the authority 
the Senate J and oppreffes the Peopk. Something 
Pompej and Sertorius. 

CHAP. xm. 

^e State of Rome^ and the Gemus of the Romans^ 
the time of Catilin^s Con/piracy. His CbaraSe 
together with that of Clomus. The bamfiment 
Ciceroy and his Char alter ^ 

CHAP. XIV. 

The State of Rome^ when the Government was divid 
between Pompey^ Cefar^ andCraffus. 

CHAP. XV. 

• 

The Motives of the Civil War between Poffipej m 
Cefar. Their CbaraSler. How the Senate w 
affeaed to Pompey^ and the People to Cefar. T 
fentiments of the former concerning the Repuhlk 
His power efiahlt/hed^ at the expence of the pubU 
Liberty. Cefa^s politick and gradual fieps towat 
fibfolute Jboay^ 

CH A 
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CHAP. XVI. 

t 
m 

2 Of Augustus, his Government^ 

and his Genius^ 



Will not meddle with the beginnings of the 
M Life of A tj G U s T u s, which were too tragical ; 
lonly intend to confider him after his acceflion to 
the Empire : and, in my opinion, never did Go- 
vernment deferve ttioft particular obfervations than 
his. 

After the tyranny bf the Triumvirate, and the 

defolation occafion'a by the Civil War, he refolv*d^ 

i At length, to govern bv reafon a people fubjefted 

; by force ; and being dilgufted with violence, which, 

J perhaps, the neceffity of his affairs had fbrcM up- 

^n him, he knew how to eftablilh a happy fubjeo- 

tion, farther diftant from Slavery, thari from the 

antient Liberty. 

Augustus was ridhe of thofe, who placM the 
advantage of Sovereignty, in the rigour of obedi- 
ence ; who take no pleafure in the fervice which is 
. dorle theni, but for the neceffity which they impofe 
upon others to perform it. 

This refinement of Government, was carried to 

fiich a point of nicety, under fome of the Emperors^ 

diat Subjefts were not permitted to feem willing to 

bear that, which others thought fit to impofe on 

Jtheih. A difgrate that was received without a IheW 

, of dftep fdrrow ; a banifhment that was chearfully 

coniplied with -, in fhort, an eafy fubmiflion to every 

^^j||mj^ diat. was enjoined, caufed the difguft of the 

"iK*. , To obey him as he would have it, a man 

obliged to obey him in fpite of himfelF : but 

V. I. H then 
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then it highly concerned him to be very cautious in 
his reludance ; for when the latter broke out with 
blufter, it did but provoke the more refentment 
and anger : fo that the poor Romans were hard put 
to it, to find a nice medium between two extremes 
equally dangerous, 

Augustus judg'd quite otherwife of the mat- 
ter : he was of opinion, that the beft way to com- 
mand men, was to gain their afFeftions, before du- 
ties were exafted from them : and, indeed, fo fuc- 
cefsful was he in perfuading them of the ufeftilnefe 
of his Orders, that the people thought lefe of the 
obligation they lay under to perform them, than of 
the advantage they found in them. 

One of his greateft and conftant cares, was, to 
make the Romans tafte the Happinefe of his Govern- 
ment, and to make his power, as far as he could, io- 
fenfible to them. He rejefted thofe very names 
that might be difpleafing, and above all things the 
tide of Diifator, detefted in S y l l a, and odious 
even in Ce s a r '. The greateft part of thofc pcr- 
fons that raife their fortunes, aflume new tides to 
authorize a new power •, but he was for concealing 
a new power, under ufual names, and ordinary dig- 
nities. He caus'd himfelf to be called Emperor 
from time to time, to preferve his authority over 
the Legions ; he made himfelf to be created ?W- 
hunej to manage the People -, and Prince of the Se- 
nate^ to govern that Body : but when he had re- 
united in his perfon fo many different powers, he 
alfo charged himfelf with different cares, and really 
became the Overfeer of the Armies, the People, 
and the Senate, when he made himfelf Mafter of 

them 

* Non Regno tamen, neque Di£^atura» fed Principis notnine 
conftitutam Rempubh'cam mari Oceano, am amntbus longinquis 
ieptum imperium. Corn. Tacitus^ AnnaU LiKl. cap. f. V$d.€^ 
sm Lib* III. caf, \i* 
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them all : and even then he only employed his Pow- 
er, to take away the confufion that was grown uni- 
verfal. He reftor'd the People to their Rights, and^ 
retrench*<l nothing but caballing at the eledion of 
Magiftrates. He likewife reftor*d the Senate to 
their anticnt fplendor^ after he had banifh^d corrup- 
tion : for he contented himfelf with a moderate 
Power, which did not afford him the liberty of do- 
ing ill ; but would have it abfolute, when he re- 
folv'd to impofe upon others the neceffity of do- 
ing well. 

Thus the People loft no other branch of their 
Liberty, but that of being feditious ; nor the Senate 
any part of their Power, but that of being unjuft. 
Liberty loft nothing but the difordcfs^ it may oc- 
cafion, and nothing of the happinc6 it may pro- 
duce. 

After he had eftablifhed fb good an order, he 
found himfelf agitated by different thoughts, and 
confidered a long time with himfelf, whether he 
fliould keep the Empire, or reftore the People to 
their priftine Liberty. The examples, of S y l l a 
and Cesar, notwithftanding their difference, made 
an equal imprcffion in favour of the laft opinion. 
He confider*d that Sylla, who had voluntarily 
quitted the Didatorihip, died peaceably in the midft 
of his enemies •, and that Cesar, for having kept 
it, was murder'd by his moft intimate friends, who 
glory'd in the aflion. 

I know Verfes fuit but ill with this folemn fub- 
jeft : yet thofe of Corneille, about the fu(^ 
pence Augustus was in, will not be amifs in this 
place ; fince he makes the Romans fpcak better than 
they fpeak themfclves : 
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Sylla rrCa precede dam ce Pcwudt fuprtmCj 
Le grand Cesar, mo» Pert^ en ajoui de memii 
jyun oeil ft different tous deux J^tmt regarde^ 
^e l*un s*en efi demis^ (^ Pautre Ps garde. 
Mais Pun cruet, barbare, efi mors aime^ tranfuille^ 
Comme un bsn Ciloyen dans le fem de fa vUU : 
V autre tout debomicurej au mUeu du Senate 
A vu trancher fes jours fan un afft^ffinat *• 

Sylla did once fuftdn that fovereign PowV, 
Which my illuftrious Father, C b s a r^ bore : 
But different views their thoughts did entertain ; 
So one rcfigtfd, what t'other did retain. 
Y^t, cruel S v l l a dy'd in foft repofe. 
Like a good Citizen that had no foes ; 
When Cesar, who with gende mercy reiga'd, 
Was butcher'd^ in the Senate, by a friend. 

Struggling with fo troublefom an uncertainty^ he 
difcovcr'd the perplexity of his foul to his two prin- 
cipal friends, Ac r i p p a and Mb cen a s. A- 
G R I p p A, who had gained him the Empire by his 
valour, advifed him to lay it down, and this from % 
principle of moderation •, unlefe, perhaps^ he had 
more concealed ends, and finding himfelf a greater 
Warrior than Augustus was, he expedled the 
chief employments of the Commonwealth, upon its 
reftoration. 

As for Mecenas, who had no fhare in the 
Vidories, he advifed him to retain what conquefl 
had given him. However, amongft other reatons, 
he failed not to ui^e the confideration of the Pub- 
lick, which he pretended, could not be fupported 
without Augustus. But allowing it might be 
fo in fome meafure ; he followed, in efFeft, his in- 
clination 
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nacioti for the perfea of his Prince, and his owi> 
-mce tntereft. 

M B c E N At waa an honeft man ; but gcntle-na- 

" and tender, and more afFefted by the fweets of 

than by thofe manly Virtues,, which were 

ccmed in the Coffwnonweakh. He was ingenious, 

lit ghren to bis Pteafures, apprehending all Aing? 

nBiich dearnefe, and jtK%ing of them with fo- 

but more capable of advifing than adting : fo 

finding himfelf weak, fczy, a«d purely cut out 

'ot the Cabinet, he hoped to obtain from his ad- 

with a nice Emperor, what he could not e*- 

t& from the Romoji People, where he muft have 

i^aifed himfelf by his own abilities and performances, 
d aftcd vigoroufly by himfelf. 

To return, from the perfbns to the thing, the 

JEmpire was retained by his advice ; yet after the re- 

^ibhation of keeping it was taken, Augustus 

nade a compliment of refigning it to^ the Senate. 

S/stm looked upon this as a great inftance of Mbde^ 

^ ration ; many acknowledged the great integrity of 

the offer: but all truly agreed in- this point, to re- 

^ &fc the ancient Liberty. One wouM have laid^ 

* diac tiiere was a conteft of Civilities,, which conclu* 

(ded in a comnion fadsfadion on both fides : for. 

AiTGusTus goveri^'d the Empire by the Senate, 

smd die Senate was^ govem'd by A u c u s tu s. 

A Government fo temperate, pleased every body j 
aad the Prince followed no lefi his intereft therein, 
llian his moderate temper: for, after all, we pal| 
vdth much reluAance from Liberty to Subjeftion ; 
and he might efteem himfelf happy tq comn^^cj 9 
free People in what manner foever. 

Befides, the fetal example of G b s a r obliged 
him, perhaps, to follow a different conduft,- tp 
avoid the feme end. The great Julius, who 
was born, if I may fo fpeak, in a Fadion oppofite 
tp the Senate, had always a fecret defire to opprefs 

H 3 iM 
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it ; and finding that gre^it Body oppofcd his de- 
figns in the Civil War, he conceived a new aver- 
fion for it, alcho he had ftiew*d a grcaf <ieal of 
good-nature and clemency to the Senators in parti- 
cular. After his return to Rome, feeing bimfelf fc- 
icure of liie People and the Legions, he little re- 
' garded the Senate ; and even treated them with iit 
folence upon fome occafions ; fo difficult is it for 
perfons of the greateft moderation, not to forget 
themfelves in a great fortune ! Now it is certain, 
that this haughty pride of his, incenfed a great many 
perfpns, and produced, or, at leaft, accelerated the 
Cpnfpiracy by which he perifh'd. 

^uQusTys, one of the warieft Princes of the 
world, did not fail making the beft ufe of an obfer^ 
vation fo neceffary ; and fcarce was he pollefied of 
the Empire by the Legions, but he refolved to go- 
vern it by the Senate, He knew the violence of 
the Soldiers, ^d the tumultuous temper of the Peo- 
ple •, both appearing to him more fit to be employ* 
ed on any fudden occafion, than eafy to be maniag'd 
y/heti it was once over. 

He therefore refoIv*d to found the Govern- 
ment upon the Senate, as the beft conftituted body, 
and moft capable pf Wifdom and Juftice ; but at 
fhe fame time he fecured the Legions, and the Peo- 
ple to himfelf, by donatives and afts of grace. 
Thus, as I have already obferved, every one was 
pleafed, and AupusTus found in his moderation 
the r^al ftfety pf his Perfon, and his Power. In 
whjch refpedl he was, in truth, extremely fortunate, 
fhere being npthing fo happy in this life, as for a 
man to be able with honour to purfue bis inclina^ 
pon and liis intereft at the fame time. 

I will not ejccufe his beginnings •, but I make no 
qqeflipn, but that during t:he violence of the Tri- 
ymvirate, he did much violence to himfelf, 'Tis 

P?rP^p, thu l^? nmr^l^y h^N phe cruel temper pf 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. 119 

Marius, Sylla, and fuch like. He hated thofe 
fierce f^uls, who feel but an imperfeft pleafure in 
being mafters, if they don't make their power felt 
by others ; who place greatnefs in being dreaded ; 
and the happinefe of their condition, in making 
perfons miferable at their pleafure. 

He had -found by experience, that an honeft man 
makes himfelf firft unhappy, when he makes others 
fb ; and he was never fo well fatisfy'd, as when he 
law himfelf in a capacity of doing good, according 
to his own inclination, after he had been forced to 
do fome ill things againft it. He always aimed at 
the fuccefs of his Affairs, but then he defired that 
they (hould tend to the publick advantage of Man- 
kind ; and in all his undertakings, confidered lefe 
the Glory, than the Benefit. During his Govern- 
ment, no War was neglefted that might be ufeful ; 
and he left thofe Wars for Heroes, that are purely 
for Glory, 

This made him come to an accommodation with 
the Parthians, and layafide the projeft which Ce- 
sar entertained a litde before he was murder'd. 
This made hin^ rejeft the propofal of a War in Ger- 
many, wherein he difcovered no real intereft : this 
made him fet bounds to the Empire, whatever in- 
terpretation Ta c I t u s has given of fo prudent a 
counfel \ In a word, he fufFer*d himfelf to be little 
governed by opinion, noife, or vanity. He efteem- 
ed a folid Reputation, which renders the life of 
men more pleafant and fecure. 

'Tis true, indeed, that Augustus had but an 
indifferent talent for War; and.ifwe commend his 
Wifdom and Capacity, we muft not commend his 
Valour univerfally. 

H 4 HiR^ 

' Addideratque concflium coercendi iatra ternimos imperii^ 
incemun metu an per inyidiam. Annak Lik. I. eaf, 1 1. 
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HiRTius and Pan$a c{irried fin the figft 
War againft Anthony, of which Auqustu.s 
alone reaped the advantage f. He gaine4 but Jit- 
tic glory in that of B R u t u s, which was whpUy 
managed and concluded by Anthonv. The 
ruin of A )j^ T H o N y , was the efFpft pf hh P^tflSofi 
for Cleopatra, and the Valour of A Q R i ppa. 
Augustus had but litt Je fh^re in diefe Battle^ 
et for all that obtained the Empire. Not hut tb^ 
c was in feveral Fights, and even wounded in 
fome ; but with more fuccefs for his Aflfairs, thyi 
jglory for his Perfon. And, imjeed, the tent^ Jj^r 
gion, fomewhat infolent upon the fcore of the i^igh 
efteem the great Cesar had fpr them, cpuld not: 
bear with the Nephew, whenever they remembci:'4 
the Uncle ; which occafion'd their being di/b2Ui4? 
ed, notwithftanding all their mprit, for once fh^Wr 
ing a difre|p.ed: to him, in his very prefence. 

However, he made an admirable ufe pf Wv, 
both for the advancement pf his own intereft, and 
that of the Empire. Jfever did Prince kpQw how 
to give better orders, por rep^ir'd more wi}ljngly, 
\yhitherfoever the exigence of affairs caJl'd Kim, 
whether into Egypt, Spain, Gaul, Germaqv, or the 
Eaft. Yep after all, the world was fennhlc that 
War did not agree with his true Genius ; aifd air 
tho he triumphed with ppiverfal applaufe, it was 
yftll known, that his Lieutenants were phe Conque- 
rors, fie wQuld have pafs'd fpr a great Capfain, in 
jphe time of thofe Emperors, who either thrq' their 
want q( Valour, or tajfc iaeas of Qreatne^, durft 
not, or thought it belpw their dignity, to t^e the 
conduct of AfDiies lippn them. But as he Jivy in 

4 Mark jtnthony^ who *was hefiegmg Brutus^ one of Cefar*s 

fnurdirers^ in Modena. Anthony 'was defeated before that Town \ 

fut tkp two Cquffds, A. l^mw* W A Vlh'm /?«n/4, p9riflo*d 

therf : all w^hfsh very ftfuci fOMtrihnff4 fp th^iv^W^PMn^ if ^dfh 

XfiftHSf then failed O^vius Qefarm 
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MH age, wherein ^ mftix cpqjd npt recommcod him- 

felf but by his pwn Explqits, . and, in particular, 
iri;cce/E;de4 C ]| $ A »» who ow^d all to iiimfelf ; it 

w^ a diftdy^ntage to him, to \>^ mare beholden to 

pthers than to hirpfelf. 

JBut it was not fp imhe Civil Government, wherc^ 
in the Senate did OQthing Xhf^t vraa wife and good, 
but what Augustus fi^eftcd to ihem. The 
Good of the St^e was his fiHl thought : and he 
4id qpt.Hnd^rftaiid by the Qo§4 cf the SjaU^ a vaiii 
f^nd fant^ftic^l n^n}^, bBt iche r««tl benefit of thofe 
who eonapoftd jl Hi§ pwa ftr4t » (for it is not rea- 
sonable th^t ^ V[\W IhQVild quit the fdeafures of a 
private life, tq abandPH Wnrifelf tP the cares of the 
Pubjick, mki^ h^ fin43 his own i^dvantage in it) and 
next, that of his FerOp^e, which be ever thought in- 
jTep^rji^ble frc^m hi^ awn, 

Tbpfe who hftd perform'd die greateft fervicc, 
were entitled to his fifft regard i and under him. 
Merit advanced thofc, whoni « wpuld have rum- d un-^ 
(J^r hjs Su.^c^flbrJ, when Gi:iffles were leis dangerous 
than Virtue?. A p ^ i ? f a had not fp great a fharQ 
in his conHdence, a| M¥Q^NA.3*9 but his great 
qu^Jjitie^ repd^r-d him mn^hi^pre ccmfiderable: and 
having g^in'd fueh w inter^ft in Ronie, that A U' 
G u s T u s found himfejf obliged, either to get rid 
pf him, or mak« him his ahfoiute Creature ; he 
father chofe to give him hi3 Daughter, notwith- 
llanding the me^nneis pf his Inrth, than hearken to 
whatjealpufy giight fuggeft to him. As for Mit 
pE N A s, as he wats nipre ^reeaUe, and more vcr- 
fed in the Qpfet, fo he had the greater intimacy 
with him both ^ to his pleafurcs and fecrets. 

AucusTu?! was beneficent to his Courtiers, 
and was glad to fee, that the Romans, heretofore 
fo jealous of their Liberty, would make an advan- 
tage of his favouifs. Thus they made it their parti- 
wlar bufinefe to p^afe Augustus, and the ma- 
king 
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king one's court became a man's true intereft : tho 
not the mod confiderable. The merit which rela- 
ted to the fervice of the State, was preferr'd before 
that which was acquir'd by a devotion to his peribnJ 
the firft of which he all along took care to encou- 
rage himfelf by his own difcourfes ; never tnendoi^ 
ing what was due to him, but always what he him- 
felf ow'd to the Republick. 

However, as we never beheld a man fo uniform 
in his adions, who did not, now and then, depart 
from the general habit and condud of his life : (o 
Augustus pleaded one day in defence of a friend 
of his, who was accus'd of a horrible Villany ^ ; and 
who, in all appearance, was acquitted only out of 
refpeft to the Emperor. This could not be done 
without offending good men ; but yet he exprefe'd 
fo much moderation in keeping the forms, and in 
bearing with the freedom of thofe who anfwer'd 
him fomewhat fmartly, that he foon regain'd their 
affeftions : and even dibfe that were moft offended, 
dropping their indignation, excus'd the injuftice of 
protefting a wicked Man, by the generolity that ap- 
peared in not deferting a friend 

The Men of Letters had a great fhare in his fami- 
liarity ; amongft the reft, Livv, Virgil, and 
Horace: by which we may fee the excellence of 
his Judgment, as well in ingenious compofures, as 
in bufmels. He loved the exquifite Tafte of his 
own Age, the Delicacy of which feems to have been 
almoft loft in thofe that followed : but he hated thofe 
Affedtations that proceed from a bad palate -, and 
which ill Judges and falfe Criticks, extol into fub- 
lime. As he liv'd among perfons of refined tafte, 
fo he took a delight in having his choice applauded -, 

but 

^ Nonius jffprenas, who was 4ccufed of having foiJ6n*d on$ 
hundred and thirty Perfons^ with one dijh only. See Pliny*s Hift» 
fr^t. Lif.XXXV. caf* I?. O* Sm* in Augufto, caf. 5^. 
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but *twas his opinion, that it was much better to 
faU naturally into the good fenfe of others by one's 
Rmfon, than to make one's capricious Humours to 
be receiv'd by force. 

Befides the honour of his Judgment, of which he 
was jealous, he was of opinion^ that to bellow a 
bounty, which others thought ill-plac'd, was a fa- 
vour but to one, and an uijury to a great many. 
That, on the contrary, the difgrace of a worthy 
man, was refented by all men of Virtue, by the 
compaffion it raifes in fome, and the alarm it gives 
to others. 

He had an admirable faculty in difcerning the 
Humour and Ambition of the moft elevated per- 
fons ; yet without entertaining any fufpicions injuri- 
ous to their Virtue. 

He allow'd people the freedom of their Judgments 
in general Affairs : for it was his opinion, that it's 
a man's birthright to fpeak his fentiments : that, 
indeed, it is a crime to pry curioufly into the Secrets 
of one's Prince, and a piece of infidelity to abufc 
his confidence : but that affmrs, when once they be- 
come publick, muft of neceflity be fubmitted to the 
publick Judgment ; that a Sovereign ought to con- 
fider this, before he afts, and not pretend that he 
is able tQ hinder it, when the thing is done. 

It was, perhaps, upon the knowledge of his hu- 
mour, that LivY adventur'd to write fb boldly 
the War of Cesar and Pompey, without lo- 
fing the leaft degree of his favour ^ C r e m u- 
Tius CoRDUs recited his Hiftory to him, and 
he did not think himfelf in the leaft affronted, to 
fee Brutus and C^ssius there called the laft 

of 

^ Titus Uvius eloquentias ac flJ« praedaras in primis, Cn. 
Pompeiuxn tantis laudibus tulir, ut Pompeianum cum Auguftui 
appellaret : neque id aAicitifip coruqqi Qfie^it. Tacitus Annat, 
t»b. IVf ca|>, -^4, 
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of ibi RonuMS : arv EnconiivHn which, under T t- 
BE9.IUS, proved fatal (q Cremvtius^ wki 
wa$ arraigned for it ; a Crime^ lays Tac i t us, titl 
then unheard cf^ and which coft him his life ^ Mi- 
ce N a $ had given him a more parcicular ceunfel, 
but more difficult to be pradlifcd i ic was, ** Ncrer 
^^ to be piqued at whatever was fpokeo againft hiok 
" If what is alledg'd of us be irue, added Mbcb- 
^^ N A s, it is rather our bufv^fs to mend, than 
" for others to put a reftraifit upon themielrcs : 
'^ but if what is faid of us be faife, fo fixMx a& we 
(hew a concern at it, we make it fufpcdcd for 
truth. The contenipt oi fuch DifeouffcSi difcre- 
" ditsthem, and take&away xh^ pleafure from thofe 
" that raife them. If you refent ^hem nrMre dna 
you ought to do, it is in the pow^r of the moft 
contemptible Enemy, of the liosoft pitiful Envier, 
to difturb the repc^e of your Ufe ; and all your 
Power cannot fecure yoa againft Vexation/' 
Augustus weni; to cxtreir>es in fooic dungs, 
but fell very flpLOrt in others. J fee injurks fot^oe- 
ten V I fee Ivm ib bold in bis citraency,. tfaac he 
durft pardon a Cooljpiracy, not oikjy i:^, hut «vca 
ready ^ ripe fof executioa ^ 

However, let niKeD be oev^r fo virtuous, yet thtfy 
never allow fo much to their Virtue, but thsqr aoaJce 
great allowances to their Humour. 'Tis Imdly^ to 
be believed, how uke he^ was,, in relinioji to. his 
family i nothiog wa^ fo dangerou3 as co talk, of the 
Amours of Julia, unlefs it were to hare fome 
commerce with her. Ovii> was banilVcJD for ic, 
and never recalled -, a»d that which appearsi to. me 

extra- 

7 Cremutius Cordus poftulatur, novo ac tunc primum atidico 
CHaiin«, qupd edUis Aanaliiius, l^datoqwa Mk Bruto, C Caf&ip 
Rs^mamrum ulthnum dixifl^t. Id. it'td^, Obf e^um & HiAMkoi 
(Cremuth Cordo) quod firDAum. Cailimnqu^ uitim^ Rotmmmm 
dix'flTet. Suetomu5m'T\htx\o,cap.6i. 

? Cinnd'sConffiracy. 
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.i^ccraordinary, the Hufband hamfelf fdt the eSkOs 
of this froward humour. That the conduft of J u- 
LI A fhould difpleafe AuoiTstus Was a natural 
thing ; but that die p<x>r A o it i p p a fhouid fufier 
the anger of his Father-in-law, and tht debauche- 
ries of his Wife ac the iame time, was an odd bu- 
finefs^ and the laft misfortimc diat can befal a 
Hufband, 

It mud be confefs^d, that tfap Empefor wzi too 
much perpiex'd at home« In the general appkufe 
of the whole Empire, he could not overcome thofe 
little vexations his family gave him *, and he bore 
them rather like a mere private perfon, than a great 
man 5 for he knew neither bow to end thefe difor- 
ders, by taking care to prevent them for the 
future, which really is no eafy thing ; nor yet to 
conquer his own refentments, and fet his mmd at 
reft. After he had much afflided himfelf on one 
fide, Jie indulged himfelf too fiarelefly in the fweec- 
nefs he found on t'other ; arid if J u l i a torment- 
ed him as long as (he lived, L i v i a knew how 
to manage him fo well in the declining part of his 
age, that the Adoption ofTlBiRius was rather 
the effeft of her condudt, than the real choice of the 
Emperor, 

AuGusTtJs knew better than any one the Vices 
of Tiberius, and the defigns of L i v i a ; but 
had not force enough to a£t according to the true 
Judgment he made of them. While he form'd a 
juft notion of things, which never proceeded to ex- 
ecution -, his Wife, without oppofing his Undef- 
flandihg, and ufelefs knowledge, made heffelf mit 
trefs or his will, and turned him which way fhe 
pleasM. 'Tis this, in my opinion, which hath de- 
ceived Ta CI t u s^ in thofe malicious Politicks 
which he afcribcs to A u otj sT trs. He knew that 
T I B E R I u s's Temper was not unknown to him -, 
and bccaufe he did not bdieve that fo great, an 'Evti- 

peror 
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peror could be perfuaded to fo important a bufinefr 
againft his own fentiments, he hath (upposM a De- 
fign and Myftery, where, if I miftake not, there 
was nothing at bottom, but downright facility ^ 

After thefe particulars of his Family, let us re- 
turn to generals. He made the World happy, and 
was happy in the World. He had nothing to de- 
fire of the Publick, nor the Publick of him : and 
confidering the evils thro* which he forced his way 
' to the Empire, and the good thing^ he did after he 
arrived at that dignity, I think it was faid with 
reafon, That it were to be wiflfd either be bad never 
been born^ or had never died '°. 

At lad, he died lamented by all men ; lels great 
without comparifon than Cesar, but of a more 
regular Genius ; which makes me believe, that it 
would have been more glorious to have fervid in 
the Army of C e s a r, but more happy for a man 
to have liv'd under the Government of Augus- 
tus. 

As for the Romans, they had nothing then fo 
elevated among them, as in the time of the Repub- 
lick, either with refpedt to the greatnefs of Genius, 
or firmnefs of Soul; however, they were fbme- 
what more fociable. After all the Calamities they 

had 

9 Ne Tiberiam quidem caritate, aut Reipablicae cura lucceC 
forem adrdtum': fed quoniam adrogantiam, faevitiamque ejus in- 
trofpexeritj comparatione deterrima fibi gloriatn quachvifle. Ash 
nals Lib, I. cap. lo. yide if iam Sueton'mm inTibmo, caf. 2lm 

^^ Igitur mortuum (Augufttim), feu necatum, multis noWt 
que honoribus Senatus cenfuic decorandum. Nam pneter id qnod 
antea Patrem Patriae dixerat^ templa um Romae, quam per uibei 
celeberrimas ei confecravit» cundis vulgo jaftantibus, u t i n a m 

AUT NON NASC£R£TUR» AUT NON M O R E R B T V R* 

Altenioi peffimi incepti> exims pnedari alterum. De Vha o* 
Moribus Imperatormn Rfimancntm^ Excerpta ex Uhris Sext. Autm 
VieiorU^ ace. cap. I. f 28, 29. Tht fame hath ban faid ef the 
Emperor S £ VE R u s. See Aurelius Vidor» de Cafarihus^ cap» 
XX. in Septimio Seyero } and iElii Spaniani, Sevtrus. 
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had TufFerM, they were glad to find fome Tranquil- 
lity, no matter how it came to them. There re« 
main'd not a fufficient Virtue to fuftain Liberty: 
they would have been afliam'd, indeed, of an entire 
Subjedion ; but if we except a few fierce Ipirits, 
whom nothing would content, every one t6ok a 
pride to fee the appearance of a Republick, and was 
not, in reality, dilpleafed with a gentle and agreeable 
Sovereignty. 

CHAP, XVII. 
Of Tiberius, and his Genius. 



As there are but few Revolutions, where men 
continue long within fuch a juft moderation ; 
a happy and honourable ftate was foon changed in- 
to a miferable and bafe condition. The Roman 
Virtue was foftned after the death of B r u t u s and 
C A SSI us, who alone kept up the fiercenels of it. 
After the ruin of A n t h o n y, there was a liking, 
almoft genera], of the Government of A u g u s- 
Tus, and no lefs a complaifance for his Perfon. 
When Tiberius came to the Empire, this com- 
plaifance degenerated into cringing and adulation. 
We may with reafon affirm, that this Prince being 
naturally irrefolute, would have been contented 
with a moderate Power : but the Romans, more 
difpofed to ferve, than Tiberius to command, 
gave themfelves up to flavery, when he hardly 
durft hope for their fubjeftion. This was the Ge- 
nius of the Roman People at th^ time. 

2 *Tis 
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•Tis ncttflkfy now to (peak of that of T I ti E k I- 
u s, and to fliew what fort of Temper he broi^i 
widi him to tiie Government of the Ctnptfe. 

His mod concealed) but beft tniffacd de(^, was 
to change all die Maxims of Atrotrsl-ija. Tbb 
latter, when he came to be Emperor, betit all hb 
thoughts towards the pro^wing the gefiefal good 
(X* fo juft and fo wife a Policy, TthntLiVs tnok 
a Science of the Cabinet, in which was coitipreheod^ 
ed a falfe and myfterious Intereft of the Prince, fe- 
parate from the Intereft of the State, and generally 
oppofite to the Publidc Good. 

Judgment, Cq)acity, and Secrecy, were changed 
into Craft, Artifice^ and DifOmitladon^ Good and 
evil adions were no longer known by themfelves ; 
every thing beins interpreted ^ according to the nice 
intention of the Emperor, or jiidg'd bjr the refih&ig 
of fome malicious fpeculadon. 

The authority which Germanicus had to 
appeafe the L^ons, was a fervice very advatitar 
geous, and for fome time well accepted : when the 
danger was over, it was confidered, that he mi^t 
debauch the Troops from their duty, (ince he knew 
how to bring them to it. In vdn was he faitk^ 
to Tiberius; his moderation in refuting the 
Empire, was not thought a fufRcient proof of hb 
innocence : he was thought guilty for having it of- 
fered to him ; and fo many artifices were employed 
to deftroy him, that they at length got rid of a 
man, who was willing to obey, but dcferv'd to 
command. Thus pcrifli'd thb Germanicus, fo 
dear to the Romans, in an Army, where he was 
lefs in danger from the Enemies of the Empire, 
than from ^at Emperor whom he had fo faithniUy 
ferved^ 



He 
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He was not the only perfon that fell a facrifice 
to thofe malicious Politicks, which had a general in- 
fluence in all Counfels. Diftant Employments were 
but myfterious Banifhments ; Offices, and Govern- 
ments were beftow'd on Perfons that were either 
defign'd for ruin, or thofe that wei*e to ruin others. 
Ijfi a wordj the intereft of the publick was no lon- 
ger confider'd ; for in truth the Armies had rather 
Outlaws over them than Generals ; and the Provin- 
ces baniflied men, than Governors. At Rome> 
where the Laws had been always fo religioufly and 
fo folemnly obferv'd, every thing was then managed, 
by the jealoufy of this myfterious Cabinet. 

When a perfon of confiderable merit Ihew'd any 
paflion for the glory of the Empire, Tiberius 
lufpefted immediately, that it was with a defign to 
obtain it. If another retained an innocent remem- 
brance of Liberty, he pafs'd for a dangerous man, 
who had a mind to reftore the Republick. To 
praife Brutus and C a s s i u s was a capital 
crime: to lament Augustus, a fecret offence^ 
which was fo much the lefs pardon'd, as people 
durft not complain of it; for Tiberius always 
commended him in publick, caus'd divine Honours 
to be decreed to him, and was the firft man thaC 
performed them to him. But human fentiments 
were not allowed ; and a tendernefs (hewn for the 
memory of that Emperor, was improv'd either into 
an indireft impeachment of the prefent Govern- 
ment, or a difafFeftion to the Perfon of the 
Prince. 

Hitherto you have had Crimes in{pir*d by the. 
jealoufy of falfe Politicks 5 but now there opens a 
Icenc of bare-fac*d Cruelty, and avowed Tyranny. 
They are not contented with forfaking good Maxims, 
but the beft Laws muft be abolifh'd, and new ones 
enafted, under pretence of fecuring the Emperor's 
perfon, but in reality to deftroy all the good men 

Vol. I. I that 
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that remained in Rome. Every thing is made 
Treafon. Formerl]^ true Conlpiracies were puni(h' 
ed, but now even innocent words, malidoufly ex- 
plained, are made criminal. Complaints, whidi the 
unfortunate are allow'd for the relief of their mife- 
ries ; Tears, thofe natural expreflions of our grief; 
and Sighs, which efcape us in foite of our will •, nay, 
bare Looks, at laft, became tataL The fimplicicy 
of difcourfe was thought to cover evil Defigns ; the 
difcretion of filence, to conceal mifchievaus Inten- 
tions. Joy was interpreted as a hope of the Empe- 
ror's death ; and melancholy obfeiVd as a vexation 
at his profperity, or wearinefs of his reign. In the 
midft of thefe dangers, if that of Oppreffion gave 
a man the leaft apprehenfion, his fear was taken for 
the teftimony of a frighted Confcience, which, be- 
traying it felf, difcover*d what he was about to do, 
or what he had done. If any one was thought to 
have Courage and Refolution, he was feared as an 
audacious man, capable to undertake any thing. 
To fpeak, to be filent, to rejoice, to be affli6ted, to 
be fearful or refolute, all was criminal, and very of- 
ten incurred capital punilhment. 

Thus, the fulpicions of others made a man guil- 
ty. But it was not enough for him to be expofed 
to the corruption of Accul'ers, the falfe reports of 
Spies, or the fuppofitions of fome infamous Infor- 
mer i he muift dread likewife the Emperor's fancy: 
and when one thought himfelf fecure by the inno- 
cence not only of his Adions, but of his Thoughts, 
he could not fail being ruin'd by the malice of his 
conjeftures. 

To carry the matter no farther ; a man ought to 
have had a good (lock of merit in that time, to be 
a man of Integrity, becaufe it expofed him to fo ma- 
ny dangers and hardfhips. That Virtue which durft 
appear, was infallibly deftroy'd ; and that which was 
but gueffed at, was never fecure. 

As 
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As we are not exempt from perplexity in the 
evil which we make others endure, Tiberius 
was not always eafy in the exercife of his Cruelties* 
S E J A N u s, who infinuated himfelf into his favour, 
by methods as unjuft as his own ; this great Favou- 
rite, furfeited with honours and riches, which ftiJl 
continued him in a dependance, had a defire to free 
himfelf from all fubjedtion, and left nothing unat- 
tempted to put himfelf infenfibly into the place of 
his mafter. Being inftrudted in the Maxims of the 
Emperor, and having gain'd a maftery in his arts, 
he removes out of the way his Children by poifon ; 
and was upon the point of difpatching him, when 
this Prince recovering from his ftupidity, as it were 
by a miracle, preferv'd his unhappy days, and de- 
ftroyed that Confident who defign'd to have de-^ 
ftroy'd him. His condition was not lefi unhappy 
than before : he lived odious to all the World, and 
troublefom to himfelf j an enemy to the lives of 
others, as well as to his own. At length he died, to 
the great joy of the Romans, not being able to 
efcape the impatience of a Succellbr, who caufed 
him to be ftifled in a ficknels, when he was in a fair 
way of recovery. 

I have fometimes refledled upon the difference 
between the Republick and the Empire^ and came 
to this conclufion : That a Man might have lived 
as eafy under the Emperors, as under the Confuls, if 
the Maxims of Augustus had been purfned. 
But Rome was not fo happy. The Politicks of T i- 
B E R I u s were embraced by the greateft part of his 
Succeflbrs, who placed the honour of their Reign, 
not in governing the Empire beft, but in enllaving 
it moft. 

In this refpeft, Augustus was Icfs efteemM 
for having known how to make the Romans happy, 
than Tiberius for having made them miferable 
without controul. Thefe Emperors thought it a 

1 2 mark 
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of infufficiency, or weaknefe, to obfervc the Laws : 
fometimes the art of eluding them, was the chief 
fecret of their Policy ; and fometimes the forciWe 
violating of them, pafs*d for true Greatnefs, and 
becoming Authority. The forces of the Empire 
were no more employed againft Strangers : the 
power of the Emperor was felt by the Natives, 
and the opprefled Romans held the place of fub- 
dued Nations. At length, the C a l i g u l a's, the 
N E R o's, and the D o m i t i a n*s, pufh'd Sove- 
reignty beyond all bounds ; and akho the Preroga- 
tives of the Emperors were infinitely below thofe o( 
the Kings, yet they committed feveral Violences, 
which Ta r qu I n himfelf would not have ventured 
upon. 

On the other hand, the Romans became equally 
fatal to the Emperors ; for paffing from Slavery 
to Fury, they maflacred fome of them, and arro- 
gated to themfelves an unjuft and violent Power of 
depofing and fetting them up at pleafure. Thus 
the bonds of Government were broken ; and the 
duties of Society failing, nothing elfe was aim*d at, 
but to ruin thofe who obey'd, or to deftroy thofe 
who fhould have commanded. This ftrange con- 
fufion ought principally to be afcribed to the bar- 
barous temper of the Emperors, and to the bru- 
tifh violence of the Soldiers ; but if you trace up 
the firft caufe, you will find, that this fpirit of Ty- 
ranny was firft authorized by the example of Ti- 
berius, and the Government eftabli(h*d upon 
thofe Maxims, which he left behind him. 

As thofe who afFeft regularity the moft, dotft 
always adhere to the juftnefs of Rules •, fo the moft 
irregular don't eternally follow the difbrders of 
their Inclinations, and Humours. They will, at 
leaft, add Policy to their temper. Even thofe who 
* do every thing without deliberation, don*t fail to 
refleft upon their Aftions, when they are over, and 

5 make 
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make that to be the efFeft of Judgment, which was 
the pure refult of Nature. But whether the Em-. 
perors ad:ed by natural Temper, or Policy, or 
both together; I maintain, that Tiberius cor- 
rupted every thing that was good, and introduced 
every thing that was bad in the Empire. 

Augustus, who had a juft and nice infighc 
into things, knew admirably well the Genius of his 
time, and found no trouble in changing a voluntary 
Submiffion in the leading men of a party, into a 
true Subjedion. Tiberius, full of Craft and' 
Subtlety, but of a falfe difcernment, was miftaken 
in the knowledge of the AfFeflions of the People. 
He thought he had to do with old Romans, fond 
of Liberty, and incapable of any Subjeftion : when 
at the fame time the general inclination was to 
ferve, and the lead paflive were difpos'd to obedi- 
ence. This falfe Notion of things, made him ufe 
cruel precautions againft perfons he fear'd without 
reafon : for 'tis obfervable, that fo fulpicious a 
Prince, had never occafion to fear any one but 
Sejanus, who made him diftruft all others. 
With thefe falfe meafurcs. Cruelty daily increased ; 
and as he that offends, is the firft that hates, the 
Romans became odious to him, for his unjuft and 
barbarous ufage of them. At length, he afted 
openly, and treated them as Enemies, becaufe he 
had given them bqt too much neafon to be fo. 

The paffive huniour which prevailed then, made 
his tyranny peaceably endur'dL They fufFer'd the 
Brutality of Caligula with the like fubmiflion ; 
for his Death is a particular faft, wherein neither 
the Senate, People, nor Legiorts were concerned. 
They bore with the dangerous Stupidity of C l a u- 
D I u s, and the Infolence ofMESSALiNA, They 
endur'd the Fury of N e r o, till their patience be^ 
ing totally exhaufted there enfu'd a general difcon-. 
tent, 

1 3 Herc^ 
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Hereupon a Confpiracy was form'd agauift hk 
perfon : from particular Combinations, it came to 
the revolt of the Legions ; and from die revolt of 
the Legions, to the oectararion of the Senate. The 
latter might, perhaps, have reftor'd the antient Li- 
berty, if they had been willing to do it i but hav- 
ing been fo long ufed to Emperors, they were 
contented to difpofe of the Empire. This privi- 
lege the Pretorian Cohorts challeng'd to themfetves ; 
neither would the Legions of Provinces yield them 
that prerogative. A divifion broke out among the 
latter 1 fome nominating one for Emperor, and 
fome another. Then nothing was heard but Mafia- 
cres and Civil Wars j and never did the People en- 
joy any IcEtled Tranquillity, if we except the Reigns 
of a few Princes, who knew how to reconcile thofc 
intcrefts, which the falfe Politicks of Tiberius 
had divided, to the common misfortune both of the 
Emperors and Empire. 
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JUDGMENT 



UPON 



Cesar and Alexander. 



To MONSIEUR 
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IS aJmoft univerfally agreed, that Ale- 
xander and Cesar were the greateft 
men in the World ; and all who have fet 
up for Judges, thought they obliged the Heroes 
that came after them, by finding fome refemblance 
between their Reputation and their Glory. Plu- 
tarch, after he has examined their Temper, their 
Aftions, and their Fortunes, leaves us the liberty 
to decide, which he durft not take upon him. 
Montaigne, more confident, declares himfelf 
for the former : and fince the Verfions of V a u- 
GELAs, and d*Ablancourt ', have made 
thefe Heroes the fubjedl of all our converfations ; 
every one has efpous*d the part of one Of t'other^ 
according to his own particular inclination or fancy, 
^s for my felf, tho, perhaps, I have examined their 

I 4 Lives 

' VaugiUs kas iranfiatU int^ Frnuh tb$ Lift of AkxaB* 
der, writien in Lutl^ hy ^hftus Cnrtm | and fAhlancourt Cl* 
/ar*s Ccmmcn^ariis^ 
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Lives with as much curiofity as any man, I will 
not pretend, however, to give a pofidve Ju(%- 
incnt : but fmce you are unwilling to excuie mc 
from giving my thoughts, I have fent you fome 
obfcrvdtions, upon the Hclation and Pii9ference I 
find between *em. 

Bo:h had the advantage of an illuftrious birth ; 
Alexander the Son of a conliderable King ; 
Cesar defcended from one of the moft noble fe- 
rn i lies of that Rcpublick, whofe very Citizens 
cfteem'd thcmfelvis fuperior to Kings. It feems, 
that the Cods had a mind to make known the fu- 
ture grandeur of Alexander, by Olympi- 
A s's dream, and by fome other paflages. His in- 
clinations, that were fublime from his infancy ; his 
tears, which fhew'd him jealous of his father's Glo- 
ry ; the judgment of King Philip, who thought 
him worthy of a greater Kingdom than his own, 
fufficiently fupport the declaration of the Gods. Ma- 
ny things of this nature were no lefs remarkable 
in Cesar. When he was very young, Sylla 
difcover'd many M a r i u s*s in him. Cesar 
dream'd that he had lain with his Mother, and the 
Soothfayers interpreted it. That the Earth, the 
common mother of mankind, fhould fail under his 
power. He was obferv*d to weep, when he be- 
held the Statue of Alexander, becaufe he 
had performed nothing confiderable, at an age when 
that Conqueror had made hjnifejf m after of the 
World. 

They were both pafllonate lovers of Learning : 
but Alexander, whofe ambition (hew'd it felf 
in all his Aftions, was jealous of any fuperiprity in 
his fludies ; and the principal end he proposed to 
himfelf in fciences, was to be more knowing than 
others. Thus we find he complain'd pf A R istch 
TLE, for publifl^ing fome Arcana's of Learning, 
wh^ch fliQuld havo been cpn^municafed to none but 
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fiimfelf •, and he declares. That he coveted no lefe to 
raife himfelf above other men by his Learning, than 
by his Arms. As he had a prying and eager Ge- 
nius, he delighted in the difcovery of the fecrets 
of Nature, and was particularly affefted with Poe- 
try. All the world knows what a refpeft he bore 
to Homer ; and that in favour of Pindar, the 
Houfes of his Pofterity were preferv*d in the gene- 
ral ruin and defolation of Thebes. 

Cesar, whofe Genius was not altogether Xo 
extenfive, reduced the Sciences to his own ufe, and 
he feems to have admir'd Learning, for no other 
reafon than for his own advantage. In the Philofophy 
of Epicurus, which he preferred to all others, 
he beftow'd his chief application on that part of it 
which relates to Man. But it appears, that Elo- 
quence had his earlieft care, as being perfuaded it 
was the moft neceflary qualification in a Republick, 
to arrive at the higheft employments. He fpoke a 
funeral Oration at the Roftra, on the Death of his 
Aunt Julia, with great applaufe. He impeach'd 
DoLABELLAj and afterwards made that incom- 
parable Speech, to fave the lives of Lentulus, 
and the reft that were imprifon'd on account of C a- 
T I L I N e's Conlpiracy '. 

As for Alexander, there is nothing that we 
have any aflurance to be his, except fome Apoph- 
thegms of an adniirable turn, which leave in us an 
equal impreffion of the greatnefs of his Soul, and 
the vivacity of his Genius. 

But the greateft difference I can obferve in their 
fentiments, is upon the fcore of Religion : for, A- 
LEXANDER was dcvout, evcn to fuperftition, giv- 
ing an entire credit to Divinations and Oracles ; 
which, befides his natural inclination, may be im- 
puted to his ufual reading of the Poets, who incul* 

cated 

* Si$ SaUnft's account of CatUm^s Op/piracyi 
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cated a fear and reverence of the Gods, and made 
up all the Theology of thofe times. As for C e- 
s A R, whether it were owing to his temper, or be- 
caufe he followed the Opinion of E p i c u r u s, 'tis 
beyond difpute, that he went into the other e3Ctremei 
that he had no expeftation from the Gods in this 
life, and was very litde concem'd about what 
fliould happen to him in another. L u c a n re- 
prefcnts him at the fiege of Marfeilles, with an Ax 
m his hand, in a confecrated Wood, where giving 
the firft (Irokes himfelf, he encourages his Soldiers, 
who were feized with a fecret horror of Religion, 
by expreffions impious enough '. Sallust makes 
him affirm. That Death is the end of all misfor- 
tunes •, that after it, there remains neither Care, nor 
fcnfe of Joy *. 

But 

' Lucan^s Verfis af$ tbifi. Lib. III. verH 43%.— 439 : 

Implidtas magno Cxfar terrore cohoites 
Ut vidit, primus raptam librare bipennem 
Aufus, & acriam ferro profciadere <tuercuin« 
Effatur merfo violata in robora ferro : 
Jam ne quis veftrnm dubitet fubvertere filvam | 
Credite me fecifTe nefas. Tunc paruic omnis 
Imperils non fublato fecura pavore 
Turba, fed expenfa fuperorum & Caefaris inu 

Which Mr. Rowi has tranflated thus : 

Caefar perceived thg ff reading Fear to grow. 

Then eager, caught an Axy and aimd a Blow : 

Deep funk within a violated Oak 

The wounding Edge, and thus the IVarrlor fpoka ; 

Now, let no doubting hand the Task decline ; 

Cut you the Wood, and let the Guilt be tninu 

The trembling Bands unwillingly obeyed ; 

Two various Ills ivere in the Balance laid. 

And CaefarV Wrath againft the Gods was weighed. 

^ In ludu atque miferiis mortem aerumnarum requiem, non 
ciiiciatum efie : earn cunda mortalium mala diflblvere j ultra 
neque curx neque gaudio locum cfTe. De Conjwrat. Catsbm^ 
cap. 51. 
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^ But as men, be they never fo great, yet when 
J they are compared one to another, are always in- 
P firm, defective, contrary to themfelves, liable to 
^ miftakes or ignorance ; Cesar was difturb*d at a 
Dream, which foretold him the Empire, and would 
not give the leaft credit to that of his Wife, which 
forewarned him of his Death. His life was anfwera- 
ble to his belief : he was, indeed, moderate in in- 
different Pleafures, but indulged himfelf without 
controul, in thofe that afFefted him. This was the 
feafon that Catullus writ fo many Epigrams 
againft him, and why at laft it became a Proverb, 
That Cesar was the Wife of all Hufbands^ and 
the Hufband of all Wives. 

Alexander was more moderate in this re- 
fpeft, yet he was not altogether infenfible ; for 
B A R s I N E and R o x a n a captivated him by their 
charms ; and his Continence, at laft, could not rc- 
ftrain him from being familiar with Bag o as, as 
P A R I u ;s had been before him '. 

The pleafure of banquetting, which Alexan- 
der loved to that degree, that fometimes he in- 
dulged himfelf in it, even to excefs, was indifferent 
to Cesar. Not but that- Alexander, in 
time of aftion, was very temperate, and could take 
up with any thing; but when eafe and repofe had 
fucceeded the toils of War, he look'd upon tran- 
quillity as dull and infipid, if he did not, as it were, 
awaken it by fomewhat extraordinary. 

They were both magnificent, even to excels; but 
Cesar had more defign and felf-intereft in his 
profufion. His Gratuities to the People, his excef- 
five cxpehces in the Edilefhip, his prefents to C u- 

RIO, 

5 Nabarzaqes accepca fide occurrit, dona ingentia ferens. 
Inter quae Bagpas crac fpecie fingiilari fpado^ atque in ipfo flore 
pueritiae i cui & Darius fuerat ailuecus, ^ mox Alexander ailiie* 
V\U ^int. Curms, Lib, Vlf «p. 5. 
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R I o, were properly, rather Bribes and Corruptions 
than true Liberalities. Alexande r*s gifts pro- 
ceeded from a true greatnefs of Soul, merely with 
a defign to do good. When he pals*d into Afia, 
he diftributed his Patrimony among his fnends, and 
llript himfelf of all, referving nothing for himfcif 
but the hopes to conauer, or a refolution to die. 
At a time when he haa, almofl:, no more occafion 
for any man, he difcharg*d the debts of the whole 
Army. Painters, Statuaries, Mufidans, Poets, Phi- 
lofophers, (all needy illuftrious men) .ihared in his 
magnificence, and found the effedts of his grandeur. 
Not but that Cesar was alfo naturally very libe- 
ral : but as he defign'd to raife himfelf, he was 
obligM to gain thofe who could be inftrumental in 
it ; and he hardly lliw himfelf mafter of the Empire, 
but he was unhappily deprived of it, together with 
his life. 

I don't find in Cesar that friendfliip whidi 
Alexander had for Heph e s t i o n, northat 
confidence he repofed in C r a t e r u s. C e s a r's 
intcrcourfes were cither correfpondences for the bet- 
ter carrying on his Affairs, or an obliging and civil 
Behaviour, which, however, had nothing of the 
warmth of Friendfliip in them. *Tis true, his fa- 
miliarity carried no danger in it, and thofe who con- 
vers'd with him, had nothing to fear, either from 
his Paflion, or Caprice. As Alexander was 
in extremes, either he was the moft charming or 
the moft terrible perfon ; and there was no fecurity 
to be expefted in an intimacy which he himfelf had 
begun. However, next to Glory, Friendfliip was 
his predominant paflion ; of which there needs no 
other teftimony than his own exprelTion, when he 
cried out near the Statue of Achilles: O 
Achilles! how happy do I efteem thee^ for hav- 
ing had a faithful Co7npanion in thy life^ and fuch a 
Poet as H o M 5 R after death ! 

Thus 
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Thus far we have examinM the different tempers 
' of thefe two great men : *tis now time to confider 
, them as Conquerors, and to view them in the ut- 
; moft extent of Adion. *Tis, indeed, a kind of 
folly to reafon much upon things purely imaginary ; 
neverthelefs, in all appearance, if Alexander 
had been in C e s a r's place, he had employed his 
great and admirable qualities to his own deftrudtion. 
We may rationally enough fuppofe, that his haugh- 
ty and uncautious humour, would fcarce have pre- 
ierved him in the perfecutions of S y l l a ; for he 
would hardly have been induced to fecure himfelf 
by a voluntary recefs. As his Gifts proceeded out 
of a principle of Generofity, they would undoubt- 
edly have proved fatal to him. Inftead of waiting 
till he had been chofen Edile, in which Office his 
magnificence and profufions would have been per- 
mitted ; his Largefles and Prefents, at an unfeafo- 
nable time, would have rendered him juftly fulped:- 
cd to the Senate. Perhaps too, he could not have 
fubmitted himfelf to Laws that would have ftiackled 
a Soul fo imperious as his; and by undertaking 
fomething prepofteroufly, he would have met the 
deftiny of M a n l i u s, of die Gracchi, or of 
Catiline. But, if Alexander had pe- 
rifli'd in the Republick, Cesar, whofe Courage 
and Warinefs went commonly hand in hand, had 
never entertained in his thoughts the vaft defign of 
conquering Aiia. 

It may be imagined, that Cesar, whofe con- 
duft was fo fly and fo fecret, that he was concerned 
in all Conlpiracies, without being impeached but 
once, and never convidted ; that he, who by fo- 
menting divifions among the Gauls, affifted the one, 
in order to opprels the others, and bring them all, 
at laft, under Subjedion: it may be imagined, I 
fay, that Cesar following his own Genius, would 
have fubdued his neighbours, and fet all the Rej^ub- 

licks 
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licks of Greece at difierence one with another, in 
order to have made himfelf abfolute mailer of them. 
Andy indeed, thus to relinquifh Macedonia, widi- 
out the leaft hope of return ; to leav^e his Neigh^ 
hours difaffefted; Greece, in a manner fubdued, 
but not quite reconciled to the new eftablifhed Go- 
vernment -, with 35000 Men, 70 Talents, and an 
inconfiderable quantity of Provifions, to go diredUy 
Nxo feek out the King of Perfia, whom the Grccfa 
called THE GREAT KING, andwhofeveiy 
Lieutenants upon the frontiers, ftruck the whok 
world with terror : thb is beyond one'^ imagination, 
and is fomethuig more furprisdng, than if the Re- 

Eublick of Genoa, in conjuntflion with thofe of 
<ucca, and Ragufa, (hould, at this day, attempt: 
the Conqueft of France. Had Cesar dedared 
war againft the Great King, he had a£bed, perhaps, 
only upon the Frontiers, nor would he have ac- 
counted himfelf unfortunate, if he had made the 
River Granicus the boundary of his territories. If 
his Ambition had carry*d him farther, can it be 
imagined, that he would have refused the offers of 
Darius, he, who always propofed an Accommo- 
dation with P o M p E Y i and that he would not 
have been fatisfied with the Daughter of that King, 
with five or fix Provinces, which perhaps it was 
infolence in Alexander to refufe ? In fine, 
if my conjedtures are rational, he would not have 
ventured into the plains, to feek the King of Perfia, 
who was attended by a million of Soldiers. As 
brave and refolute as C e s a r was, I queftion whe- 
ther he would have flept profoundly the tvght be- 
fore the Batde of Arbela: I rather believe, he 
would have been of P a r m e n i o's opinion, and 
that his anfwers would not have been like thofe of 
Alexander. However, that great Batde was 
abfolutely neceflary towards die Conqueft of Afiav 
for otherwife Darius had protra&ed the War 

from 
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from province to province. 'Twas neceflary he 
ihould fall as he did, and chat a thoufand different 
people fhould fee him vanquifh'd with his whole 
forces. 

*Tis true, that this immoderate defire of Glory, 
and this boundlefs Ambition, which allowed him 
no intervals of repofe, rendered him, at fome par- 
ticular times, fo infupportable to the Macedonians, 
that they were all ready to abandon him. But *tis 
there, particularly, that he exerted that greatneis of 
Spirit which nothing could daunt : Go^ fays he, gOy 
you ungrateful Cowards^ and tell your Countrymen^ 
that you have left Alexander with his friends^ 
labouring for the Glory of Greece^ amongji Nati$ns 
that will obey him better than you. Of all the palTa-^ 
ges of his Life, the Prince of C o n d e admires 
nothing more than this haughtinefe he fhew'd to the 
Macedonians, and this confidence in himfclf. " A- 
LEXANDER, fays he^ left by his own men, 
amongft barbarous Nations, who were not tho- 
rowly fubdued, was fo fenfible of his own worth, 
and capacity to command, that he thought it not 
in the power of men to refufe to pay him obedi- 
ence. To refide in Europe or in Afia, amongft 
Greeks, or Perfians, was indifferent to him ; he 
thought he could not want Subje6bs, wherever he 
** met with Men." 

That which is ufually urged in favour of C £ s a r 
is this, that the Macedonians had to do with a cow« 
ardly people, diflblved in eafe and luxury ; and that 
the Conqueft of the Gauls, who were a fierce and 
warlike People, muft of neceflity have been much 
harder to the Romans. I won't amufe my felf with 
enquiring into the Courage of one or t*otiier ; but 
•tis certain, that Cesar never found any real and 
fubftantial Armies among the Gauls. They were 
fo many whole Nations, who, if we except their 
Women, Children, and old Men, took up arms ia 
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a tumultuary manner, for the defence of their Li- 
berties : they were a multitude of Combatants, 
without order, (kill, or difcipline; and in truth, 
excepting two or three, Cesar might fafely lay, 
Vem^ P'idiy rui^ upon all other occafions. Which 
inclines me to believe, that L a b i £ n u s at the 
head of the Legions, would have had the fame for- 
tune to fubjeft our Provinces to the Republick *, or, 
in all probability, P a r m e n i o had not given 
that great Battle, which decided the fate of Afia. 
You may obferve alfo this remarkable particular, 
that P A R M £ N I o wanted A l e x a n d e r's af- 
fiftance in the fight ; and that Cesar had been in- 
fallibly loll once, without Labienus; who, af- 
ter he had routed all on his fide, fent the tenth Le- 
gion to bring him off. Whether it were that he 
undertook more dangerous Attempts, or elfe expo- 
fed himfelf more than he needed, or whether he 
was in this point the more unfortunate of the two ; 
Alexander was a hundred times in manifeft 
danger of his life, and very often received great 
wounds. I own, Cesar run alfo his hazards, 
but more rarely -, and I don't find that he was ever 
much wounded in any of his Wars. 

Neither can I imagine how the People of Afia 
ihould be fo foft and pufillanimous, they who have 
been always formidable to Europe. In the greateft 
Power of the Republick, were not the Romans un- 
happy in their encounters with the Parthians, who 
poflefs'd but one part of the Empire of Darius? 
C R a s s u s perifli'd there with his Legiop, in the 
time of Cesar; and a little after, A-nt hony 
made an expedition thither, with lofe and infamy. 
As for Conquefts, we can't juftly attribute any other 
to Cesar, than that of Gaul : for in the Cii^ 
War, he fubdued the Commonwealth with the bet- 
ter part of its own force ; and the fingle Battle rf 
Pharfalia^ made him abfolute maftcr of a hundred 

dififerent 
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different nadons, which others had fubdued before 
to his hands. Vespasian cannot be faid to 
have conquered the Empire, when he was made 
Emperor upon the defeat of V i t e l l i u s; In like 
manner, Cesar reap'd the advantage of the la- 
bours and exploits ot all the Romans before him ; 
the S c I p I o's, i^MiLius, Marius^ Sylla, 
and P o M p E Y^ even his own enemies fought for 
him ; all that was performed in 600 years, was 
the reward of one hour's Battle. 

That which feems to me ftill more incompre- 
henfible, as to Alexander, is this, that in 
twelve or thirteen years he conquered more Coun- 
tries than the greateft States have done in the 
whole extent of their duration. At this time a 
Traveller is celebrated, for having only pafled thro* 
' a part of thofe nations which he fubdued : and 
that nothing might be wanting to render his hap- 
pinels complete, he not only enjoy*d his Empire 
m peace, but was adored even by thofe he had 
conquered. In which particular I pity the unhap- 
pmefs of Cesar, who could not fettle the 
State, according to his intentions, being aflafS* 
nated by thofe he went to reduce to a compli- 
ance. 

There is another thing too to be confider*d in 
Alexander; which is, that all the Macedonian 
Captains after his death were mighty Kings, who 
compared to him when alive appeared but as or- 
jdinary perfons. And, indeed, I think, he's in fome "^ 
meafure pardonable, if in a Country where it was 
believ*d that moft of the Gods had their progeny 
upon Earth ; where Hercules was fuppos'd to 
be the Offspring of J u p i t e r, becaufe he had 
the fortune to kill a Lion, and to rid the world 
of a troublefome robber : I fay, fure he*s par- 
donable in fome meafure, if relying on the opi- 
nion of Philip^ who was pcrfuaded that his 

Vol.1. K Wife 
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Wife had familiarity with a Deity ; if imposed on 
by the Oracle ; in (hort, if upon finding bimfeUF 
fo much above the common level of mankind^ 
he fometimes defpisM his real birth, and fought for 
his cxtraftion in the Heavens. Perhaps he only 
propagated this belief amongfl: the Barbarians, to 
attraft their Veneration ; for at the fame time that 
he gave himfelf out to be a God, his natural fleep, 
his delight in Women, and the blood which came 
from his wounded body, fufiidently convinced him 
that he was but a Man. 

After fo large a difcouHe concerning the advan* 
tages of Alexander, I will venture to affirm, 
that Cesar was the greateft of the Romans in 
all refpefts, both in matters of State and War. 
The enterprizes of Alexander, have, indeed, 
fomething in them more amazing ; but ccMidud 
and capacity do not feem to have had fo great a 
fliare m them. The War of Spain againft P b- 
T RE I u s, and Apr a n i u s, is what men of judg- 
ment and experience yet admire. The moft me- 
morable Sieges of the latter times, have been form'd 
on the model of the fiege of Alexia ; and to 
Cesar we owe our Fortifications, our Lines, our 
Contravallations, and generally every thing that re- 
lates to the fecurity of Armies, before invefted 
places. .As to what regards vigour, the Battle of 
Munda was by far more obftinately dilputed than 
thofe of Aiia ; and Cesar ran as great a rilque 
in Egypt, as Alexander did in the town of 
the Mallians. 

They were no lels different in their manner of 
proceeding, than in the aftion it felf. When Ce- 
sar had not Juftice on his fide, he endeavourM 
to fupply the defeft of it by Ipecious pretences, 
that were never wanting to him. Alexander 
gave no other reafons to the world r!ian his own 
Will : he conftantly followed, either his Ambition 

or 
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or his Humoun On the other hand, Cesar 
fuffer'd himfelf to be governed, either by his In- 
tereft or Reafon. Few men ever fhewM fo much 
Equality in the way of living, fo much Moderation 
in fortune, and fo much Clemency after injuries* 
Thofe impetuofities which coft poor C l i t u s 
.his Life; thofe rafli and hafty fulpicions which 
occafion'd the ruin ofpHjLOTAs, and which, to 
die infamy ofALBXANDSR, at length drew aftet 
them, as a neceflary confequence, the death of Pa r* 
M E N I o : all thefe irregular motions were unknown 
to Cesar. He cannot be reproached with any 
man's death but his own, for not taking care c-^ 
nough of his own fecurity. 

And, indeed, it muCL be confefsM, that far from. 
fufFering himfelf to be a flave to the diforders of 
his paflions, he was the moft ftirring man in the 
world, and thfc leaft tranfported by them : great 
and fmall things found him ftill in the fame tem- 
per, without appearing lofty in the one, or humble 
in the other. Alexander feem'd to be out 
of his element, unlels he was doing fomething ex- 
traordinary. If he was to run. a race, it was to be 
with none but Kings. If he lov*d hunting, nothing 
below a Lion was game for him. He could not, 
without fome uneafinefi, make a prefent unworthy 
of himfelf. He was at no time fo refolute, nor in 
fo good humour, as when his troops defponded: 
never fo full of hope, as when they defpaiPd. 
In a word, he b^gan to be composed, when other ^ 
men, for the moft part, either thro' fear, or fome 
other infirmity, are befides themfelves. But his 
too lofty Soul did but aukwardly condefcend to take 
up with the common courfe of human life ; and 
being ill-guarded at home, it was to be fear'd it 
Ihould fly out into fome extravagance or other, 
either in his pleafures, or his eafe. 

K 2 And 
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And here I cannot forbear to make fome reflec- 
tions upon Heroes, whofe dominion has that agree- 
able property, that we fubmit to it without trouble. 
Under them we have none of thofc fecret repug- 
nances, nor thofe inward impulfes of Liberty, 
which make us uneafy in a for^d obedience. We 
are all duty and fubmiflion, but their Humours arc 
fometimes infupportable. When they have ren- 
dered themfelves our Mailers by dieir power, and 
are fo much above us by their merits they are fcJr 
ereding a double Empire, which exB£ts a double 
fubjeftion ; and* very often, *ti$ a miferable con- 
dition, that we muft depend upon men who are 
fo great, that they may with reafbn deipife us. 
However, fince they don't rule in De&rts, but arc 
under a neceflity of living among us ; methinks it 
fhould be their intereft to accommodate themiclves 
to our infirmities. We would reverence tiiem as 
Gods, if they would be content to live as Men, 

But let us conclude a Difcourfe which now b^ 
gins to grow tirefom to my felf ; and obferve, 
that by pra(9icable means Cesar poform'd the 
greateft aftions, and made himfelf the firft of all 
the Romans. 

Alexander was naturally above the reft of 
men : one wou'd be apt to thirik that he was bom 
Mailer of the Univerfc, and that his Expedidooi 
were not fo much a March in order to fight Ene- 
mies, as a Progrels to receive the homages of his 
SubjeAs. 
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Of the Complacency that Women take 

in their Beauty. 

THERE'S nothing fo natural with the Fair\ 
Sex, as to take pTeafure in their own Beauty. ; 
They pleafe themfelves, before 'tis poflible for | 
others to pleafe them j and are the firft that dit . 
cover their own charms, and fait in love with 
them. But the motions of this Love are more ; 
fweet than affefting : for Self-love only flatters ; | 
but Love inspired by an objeft affedls fenfibly. 

This firft fort of Love is naturally formM in them, 
and has themfelves only for its objeft. The fe- 
cond comes from without, and is either caus'd by 
a fecret fympathy, or by the violence of an amo- 
rous impreflion. The one is a good that only oc* 
cafions pleafure, but yet it is ftill a good y and lafts 
as long as their beauty does. The other is capa- 
ble of affedting them more fenfibly> but is moro 
fubjeft to change and alteration. 

Befides this advantage of duration, which the 
complacency that the Ladies take in their [Beau^ 
has above a common paflion ; we may ftill adcf, 
that a beautiful Woman is more concerned to pre- 
fcrve her Beauty, than her Lover ; and (hews left 
tendcrnefs for a heart already vanquilh'd, than va-» 
nity and oftentation to extend her conquefts. Not 
but that fhe may be concerned for her Lover ; but 
her reafon will incline her rather to fufFer the lofs 
of what flie loves, than the ruin of that which 
caufes her to be belov'd. 

There is a certain pleafure, in lanfienting the 
Death of one we loved. Our Love fupplies the 
place pf 4 l^yer, whUft our forrow lafts 5 and 

K 3 thence 
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thence proceeds that delight we find In a plea&ng 
snournii^. 

^i me confole excite ma colere], 

Et le repos eft un Hen que je crains : 

Mon deuil me plenty Cs? me doit ttrnjours jptaire^ 

Jl me tient lieu de celle que je plains \ 

C^afey Damon, ceafe^ by an iU-ttm^d reliefs 
Uo roh me of my heft compamon^ S^rf^ 
Sorro'-jj to me all lonely dqes appear^ 
It fills the place of her I held fo dear^ 

But 'tis not fo with the lois of Beauty. This 
lols confummates the bitterneis of tears ; for it 
robs the Ladies of the hopes ever to receive any 
pleafure as long as they live. 

As long as a Woman is in full pofleffion of her 
Beauty, no misfortune can befal her, which Ihe 
cannot, in fome meafure, alleviate : but when once 
that blefling has left her, all the other advantages 
will never be able to gve her any tolerable feut 
faftion. Wherever flie goes, die remembrance of 
what (he has been, or the confideration of what 
(he is at prefent, will give her a thouland griefs 
and forrows. 

The beft remedy would be for a Woman wifely 
to take up with die unfortunate condition ihe is 
in : but what a cruel remedy is this for a Woman 
who has been ador*d, to be cur*d of a vanity fo 
very dear to reafon it felf ? A new and trouble- 
fom experiment after the habit of fo fwcet and fo 
agreeable a fenfe! 

The laft tears that beautiful eyes referve, are 
fpent in bewailing themfelves, after their brightnefi 
is gone, pf all hearts, the only one that (i^ 

^ Jdsyn^rd, m thOde m tin deatt tf kb Pamk$er. 

fa 
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for a loft beauty, is that of the miferable poflef 
for. 

The heft of our Poets endeavouring to comfort 
a great Queen, for the lofs of a greater King her 
Royal Confort, would make her aQiamed of the 
extravagance of her afflidtion, by the exaniple of a 
certain Princefs in delpair *, who arraigned Deftiny, 
reproach'd the Stars, and accus'd the Gods for the 
death of her Husband : 

^i dit aux AJlres innocens^ 
*Tout ce me fait dire la rage^ 
fsiuand elk eft maitrejfe des fens \ 

Boldly (he charges ev*ry Pow'r above, 
(So much her reafon's governed by her love) 
With all that furious paflion can infpire. 
When grief indulg'd, renews the glowing Fire* 

But finding that the horror c>f Impiety was noit 
ilrong enough to make any impreflion on a mind 
fo tranlported by grief, for his laft and convincing 
reafon, he reprefents to her, how much her Charms 
are concerned in it ; as if he had no better a re- 
medy againft this excels, than to put her in mind 
of the great injury it did her beauty : 

^e vous ont fait ce$ heaux Cbeveu»y 

Dignes objeSts de tant de voeux^ 

Pour endurer voire colere\ 

Et devenus vos ennemis^ 

Recevoir l^injufte falaire^ 

jyun crime qifils if ont point eommis ? 

K4 Thofc 

?' 

* Arttmifia, 'mho had Icfi MdM/oh^ King pfCdruh berHuf* 
hand* 

^ Malherhi in his Ode intitkd, Ginfolation a Carit^ fur la 
Mort de Com Man. This Piice *was nur^9 for Mario do Modi* 
fis, t^n tho doath of King Honri IV« of Franco bor Wisiand^ 
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Thofe charming Lodes the rudeft hands would 

fparc. 
And yet they fuflEcr by your own defpair. 
Alas ! what crimes have thofe fair Treflfes done i 
Think what a train of conqucfts they haye won. 
Is grief fo crueU or your rage {o blind. 
That to your felf you muft be thus unkind ? 

He excus'd the Ladies for bdng impkHis and ei- 

travagant ; but would not pardon their making 
themfclvcs lels amiable. This is a crime, which he 
thought would eafily create a hcMTor in them. It 
had fignify'd but litde to bring them back to a 
fenfc of Religion ; but to fet before their eyes the 
intereft of their Beauty, was the ftrongeft argu- 
ment he could think of to oppofe the obftinacy of 
their grief: he knew nothing beyond that, whidi 
was capable to cure them. 

That we may fully know how paflionately fond 
the Ladies are of their Beauty, let us confider the 
mod retired and the moft devout amon^ diem. 
There are fome who have renounced all pleafures 5 
who are wean'd from all worldly concernments; 
who endeavour to pleafe no body, and whom no 
body pleafes : but even in this indifierence for every 
thing elfe, they fecretly flatter themielves to find 
they are ftill agreeable. There are odiers who 
abandon themfelves to all forts of aufterities ; yet, 
if they accidentally happen to fee themfelves in a 
glafs, you fhall hear them figh to behold them- 
felves alter'd. They do, with the utmofl: zeal, 
every thing that helps to disfigure their faces, but 
tein't endure the fight of therh when they are once 
disfigur'd. 

Nature, that can confent to defl:roy it lelf out of 
love to God, fecredy oppofcs the leaft change of 
beauty, out of a principle of felf-love that never 
idie^. Let a fair perfpn retire tQ what place flic 

picafcs, 
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pleafes, let her condition be what it will, yet her 
charms and features are ftill dear to her^ even in 
the time of ficknels ; and if her ficknefs goes as 
far as death, the laft figh that goes from her, is 
more for the lofe of her Beauty, than that of her 
Life. 

A JUDGMENT 

UPON 

SENECAy TtUTARCH, 
AND TETRONIUS. 



I will begin with Seneca^ and widi the lit- 
moft afliirance own, that I efteem his Perfon 
much more than his Works. I relpeft the Tutor 
of Nero, the Gallant of Agrippina, an am- 
bitious man that put in for the Empire : of the 
Philofopher and Writer I have but a mean opi- 
nion, and am aflfefted neither with his ftyle nor 
his fentiments. His Latin comes far ftiort of that 
of the Auguftean A^e, nothing eafy, or natural ; 
but all made up of points, and ftrsdn'd witticifms, 
and has more of the heat of Africk or Spain, than 
the light of Greece or Italy. There are abrupt 
things, that have the air and turn of fentences, 
but want both their folidity and good fenfe : that 
aiFe<5b and hurry the imagination, without con- 
vincing the judgment. His ftrain'd ftyle gives me 
^ fort of conftraint > and inftead of finding any ia- 

tisfadioa 
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tisfadion and repofe in him, I meet with trouUe 
and vexation. 

. Nero, tho he was one of the moft \ncked 
Princes of the world, yet was he very ingemous, 
and had about him a fet of young nke-hells of 
quality, extremely nice, who treated Seneca as 
a Pedant, and turn'd him into ridicule. I am not 
of the opinion ofBEitviLLE, who imagined, that 
the (ham EuMOLPus of Petromius, wasthe 
true Seneca. IfPEXRONius would have ex- 
posed him in an injurious charader, it had been un- 
der thar of a pedantick Philofopher, rather than 
that of an impertinent Poet, BeHdes, *tis almoft 
impofliblc to find the leaft agreement between them. 
Seneca was the richeft man in the Empire, yet 
always commended poverty. E u m o.i# p u s, a Poet 
very low in the world, who in the defp^r of his 
fortune, complained of the ingratitude of the Age, 
and found nothing elfe to comfort him but this 
thread-bare Saying, bona mentis foror eft pauper- 
tas. If S E N E c A had vices, he carefully conceal'd 
them, under the appearance of wildom : EuMOt- 
p u s, on the contrary, had the vanity to proclaim 
his, and as to his pleafures, was a profe&'d Liber- 
tine. 

I can*t imagine, therefore, what reafons B e r- 
v I L L E had for this conjedure. But I am deceived, 
if what Petronius fays of the flyle of his time, 
and the corruption of Eloquence and Poetry, if 
the controverfta fententiis vibrant'hus piSla^ which 
offended him fo much ; if the vanu$ fententiarum 
Jtrepitus^ that ftunn'd him, doth not belong to S e- 
N E c A •, if the per ambagefque Deorum mimfte- 
ria^ &c does not relate to the Pbarfalia of L u g a n ; 
if the encomiun>s, which he beftows on Vi r g 1 1. 
and Horace, are not defi^ned in contempt of 
the Uncle and Nephew. Be it as it will, to return 
to my fentiments about this Philofopher, I never 
3 read 
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read his writings, without entertaining thoughts 
that are very different from thofe which he would 
luggeft to his reader. If he pretends to recom- 
mend poverty, 1 long for his riches ; his virtue 
frightens me ; and a man the lead dilpos*d to vice, 
would abandon himfclf to pleafures, merely for the 
defcription which he gives of them. In a word, 
he fpeaks fo much of death, and leaves me fuch 
melancholy ideas, that I endeavour all I can 
not to improve by reading him. The fincft 
things that I find in him, are the examples and 
quotations whicji he intermixes all along in his 
works. As he liv*d in a refined court, and knew 
a thoufand remarkable pafiages of former tinges ( 
he alledges fome that are very agreeable, fome- 
times or the Greeks, fomctkncs of Cesak, of 
Augustus and M £ c e N a s : for, after all, his 
wit and knowledge were extraordinary ; but his 
ftyle does not at all affeft me : his opinions are too 
fevere j and 'tis ridiculous, that one who liv*d in 
plenty, and was fo tenderly careful of his own 
perfon, fhould preach up nothing but Poverty and 
Peath. 

UPON PLUTARCH. 

MONTAIGNE obferves a great refem- 
blance betwecnPLUT a r c h and Se n eg a'; 
both great Philofophers, great encouragers of Wif- 
dom and Virtue, both tutors of Roman Emperors ; 
the one more rich and elevated, the other more 
happy in the education of his Pupil. The opinions 
of Plutarch, (as the fame Montaigne 
affirms) are more palatable, and better calculated 
for fociety •, thofe of S e n e c a, according to him, 

I Ste idonfOigne^s EJfap^ Book II. Chap* xo. 

more 
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more folid ; but, in my judgment, more harlh, and 
more fcvcre. Plutarch fwectly inlinuaces wit 
doni, and would even reconcile virtue to pleafura 
Seneca makes all pleafures to ternndnate in wit 
dom, and looks upon the Philofopher to be tbe 
only happy man. Plutarch unanefted, and firft 
pcrfuaded of the truths he advances, eafily per- 
fuades others. On the other hand, Seneca's 
mind labours and ftrains to wind up it felf to vir-. 
tue ; and as if fhe was a perfeft ftranger to him, 
he has need to furmount himfelf. As for Plv-* 
T A R c h's flyle, having no skill in the Greek, I 
cannot pretend to make a true judgment of it ; but 
I mud confels, that amongft his Moral Treadib, 
there are feveral which I cannot comprehend ; whe* 
ther 'tis owing to the vail difference of things and 
manners in his time from thofe of ours, or that 
they are really above my low underltanding. The 
fanuliar Damon of Socrates, the Creation ^ 
tbe Soul^ the Circle of tbe Moon % may be admirable 
to thofe that underftand them. For my part; I 
make no fcruple to own, that I don't apprehend 
the beauty of them ; and if they are wonderfiil^ 
they are wonders that foar above my capacity, Wc 
may judge by the Apophthegms of the Anricnts, 
which he hath left us % by their Sayings, which he 
hath collefted with lo much care ; by his longTable- 
Difcourfcs, how much he was taken with Conve^ 
fation. In the mean time, either there was but 
little delicacy in his time, or elfe his palate was 
not very exquifite. He fupports grave and ferious 
tilings with a great deal of good fenfe and reafbn \ 
but in things that depend purely upon wit, he ha> 
nothing ingenious, or delicate. 

To fpeak the truth, ne Lives of illuft'rious Men^ 
is the mafter-piece of Plutarch, and., in my 

opinion, 

• Three fmM Tra^s of Plutarck. 
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opinion, one of the nobleft works in the world : 
you fee there thofe great men expofed to publick 
view, and in their retirements at home ; you fee 
them in their true natural temper, and in the 
whole extent of adion. There you fee the refo- 
lution of B R u T u s, and his bold anfwer to the 
evil Genius, that fpoke to him : you fee that there 
ftill remained with him, in fpite of himfelf, fome 
impreffion of this Ghoft, which the reafoning of 
C A i5 s I u s had much ado to efface. A few days 
after, you fee him put his troops in order, and 
jBght a battle fo fuccefsful on his fide, and fo fatal 
by the error of C a s s i u s. You fee him try his 
fortune again, lofe the battle, reproach virtue, and 
find more relief in delpair, than in an ungrateful 
iniftrels whom he had fo faithfully fcrved K 

There is a natural force in the dilcourfe of 
Plutarch which equals the greateft aftions ; 
and 'tis of him that one may properly fay, falfa 
di£li5 exaquata funt : but he forgets neither the 
indifferent nor the common ones, and carefully exa- 
mines the ordinary courfe of life. As for his Pa* 
rallelsy which Montaigne* thinks are fb admi- 
rable, they appear to me very fine : but Pm of opi- 
nion, that he might have gone fardier, and pene- 
trated deeper into the bottom of our nature. There 
are windbgs and turnings in our fouls, which 
have efcap'd him. He has judg'd of Man too 
much in general, and has not thought him fo dif- 
ferent as he is from himfelf : wicked, virtuous ; 
equitable, unjufl ; merciful, cruel : when a man 
feems to be oppofite to himfelf, he attributes it 
to foreign caufes. In a word, if he had defined 
Catiline, he would have made him covetous, 

or 

^ Sa M. BayU^s DiStiofUttj^ in tb$ ArthU of Brutus (Marcuc 
Junius) Bjtm. ^ and C» 

^ ^JfV^» ^^ 'I* ^lf^'^^» 
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or prodigal : that alUm appeUm^ fui profufus^ 

beyond his apprchenHon ; and be would never have 
dilcovcred thole contrarieties, which S a l u s t hath 
fo well mark'd, and which Mo n t a i c n s hiuifclf 
did much better underftand. 

UPON PETRONIUS. 



T 



O judge of the merit oFPetronius, I 
will only examine what \ Ta c i t u s fays of 

him \ 



^ nil <lies per fomnuoi^ oox offi^tis, 5c obleftameatts vitae 
tranfigebatur. Utque alios indiiftria, iu Kunc ignavia ad fii* 
mam protulerat s nabebatiiraue non ganeo Ac profligator^ nt 
plerique fua haurientium, fed enidico Imnk Ac di^ fadaqnt 
ejus quanto folntiora, & qtiandam fui n^t^eAtiam praeferenda, 
tanto gratius in fpeciem (impliciutis accipiebantur. Proconfid 
tamen Bithyniz« 5c mox Conlul, vigeetem fe ac parem neeotiis 
oftendic : dein rerolutus ad vida, (eu vhiorum imitanone, 
inter paucos fiimiliarium Keroni afliimjptus eft, Elegandae arbi* 
ter, diun nihil amoeoum, 5c molle affluentia piitac» nifi quod 
€1 Petronins approbaviflet. Unde invidia T^ellini, quad ad- 
verfus xmulum 5c fcientia voluptamm potiorem. Ergo €ru« 
dclitacem Frincipis^ cui caeterae libidines cedebant, aggreditur, 
amicitiam Scevini Petronio objedans \ corrupto ad indicium 
fervo ademt4que dcfenfione, 5c majore parte faaiiitae in vincla 
rapta. Forte illis diebos Campaniam petiverac Cxfar, 5c Ciimai 
ufque progrefTus Petronius illic attinebatur. Nee tulit ultra ti* 
moris aut fpei moras. Neqae tamen prxceps vitam expulit, 
fed incifas venas, ut libitum obligatas, apmre rurfuna^ 5e 
alloqui amicos, non per feriai ant quibus conftantix gloriam 
peteret* Audiebatque referentes, nihil de immprtalitate Animzj 
5c fapic ntium placitis« fed levia carmina 5c faciles verflis. Ser- 
vorum alios largitione^ quofdam verberibus afFecit« Iniit 5c 
vias« fomno indulfit, ut quamquam coada mors, fbrtuitae fi* 
mills eflet. Ne codTclllis quidem (quod plerique pereuntium) 
Neronem aut Tigellinum, aut quem alium potentium adulatus 
eft: fed flagitia Piincipis fub nominibus exoletorum fbemina* 
rumqufi^ 5c novitate cnjurquc i^upri perrcripfit, atque obfignaa 
mifit Neroni. Fregitque annulum^ ne mox ufui eflet ad &• 
cienda pericub. C. r<ifi;Mj, Annal. Lib. XVI. cap, i8, 15. 
M. di St. Evnmond thought that thi Petronius, mtmrn^d hm 

h 
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him ; and certainly, he muft have been one of the 
vrorthieft men in the world, fince he has oblig'd 
fo fevere an Hiftorian, to renounce his natural aii* 
fterity, and to enlarge himfelf widi pleafure upon 
the commendation of a voluptuous perfon. Not 
but that a luxury fo exquifite, fhcVd as gre^t a 
delicacy of genius, as it did of rclifti. That eru- 
dito luxu^ that arbiter elegarUiaruniy is the charafter 
of an ingenious politeneft, far enough removed 
from the grojfs extravagance of a vicious man^ 
Nor was he fo poflels*d by his pleafures, as to be 
made uncapable of bufinefs ; and that tranquillity 
of life he fo much ftudied, did not render him an 
enenw to publick emplwments. He had the me- 
rit of a Governor in his Government of Bithynia ; 
die virtue of a Conful in his Confulihip : but in« 
ftead of making his life a flave to his dignity, 
as the greateft part of men do, and centring all 
his troubles, and all his joys there ; Petronius, 
who was of a genius fuperior to his high Employ- 
ments, made them center in himfelf ; and to ex- 
plain my k\f after the manner of Montaigne, 
he did not renounce the Man for the Magiftrate. 
As for his Death, having carefully examined it, ei- 
ther I am deceived, or it is the moft glorious of 
Antiquity. In that of C a t o, I find trouble, and 
even anger. The delperate pofture of the affairs 
of the Republick, the lols of Liberty, his hatred of 
Cesar, much aflifted his refolution ; and I can't 
tell, if his auftere humour did not degenerate in- 
to downright madneis, when he tore out his own 
bowels. 

SocR A« 

hf Tacutu, is tb$ asub^ of tht Satyr, or RomanUf in$itUi» 
Tid Petronii Arbicri Satyricoii« and th$ Loamod aire g$n$raUy rf 
that of'tmon : hut I mafi htg Uavo to dijfem from them, for tho 
reafons I have aXUd£d m a marginal Noto on $hi Life of M. 
de St. Evrcmond, mdor tht y$ar UC^* 
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Socrates a&ed truly like a wife man, and 
with indifference enou^ : yet he endeavoured to 
aflfure himfelf of his condition in another life» and 
did not : he was ftiil reaibning about it widi hit 
friends in prifon, weakly enou^ ; and to lay aU» 
death was a considerable objed to him. P e t r o- 
Nius alone hath (hew'd foftnefs and indifferenoe 
in his. Audiebdtque referentes mUl dt immorialUak 
anima^ & Sapientium placitis ; fed Uvis carmtm 
&f faciles verfus. He not only went on in his or- 
dinary courfe of life, giving liberty to fomc of hit 
flaves, and chaftifing others, but gratify'd his fanor 
with thofe things that pleafed him ; and his fou4 
at the point of fo grievous a feparadon, was more 
touched with the fweet and eafy dianti^ of Vcrfe^ 
than all the empty nodons of Philofophers. 

Petronius leaves us nothing at his deatfaf 
but an image of life ; no aftion, no word, no 
drcumilance, (hews the perplexity oS a dying per- 
fon. 'Tis with him properly, that to die is to ceafe- 
to live, and the VixU of the Ronuns juftly belongs 
to him. 



n. I am not of dieir opmion, who believe diat 
Petronius had a mind to la(h the vices of his 
time, and that he composed a Satyr widi die fame 
intention that Horace wrote ms. Unlefs I am 
deceived. Morality was not obliged to him in this 
point ; he is rather a nice Courtier, who turns every 
thing into ridicule, than a publick Cenior, who 
makes it his bufinefs to expofe immorality. And 
indeed, if Pe t r on i u s had defignM to leave ui 
an ingenious moral in his defcripdon of pleafures, 
he would have endeavoured to create in us a diftafte 
for them ; but *m there that vice appears with ail 
the graces of the Author ; 'tis there he Ihews with 
the ^eateft care, die agreeablenels and policenefi 
of his wit 

Belides, 
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Befides, if he had intended to inftruft us in a 
more rcfin'd and conceaPd method; than that of 
precepts, we fhould at leaft fee fome example of 
divine or human Juftice, upon his Debauchees. 
But he is fo far from doing this, that the only ho- 
neft man introduced by him, the poor L y c a s, a 
Merchant of great integrity, and one that ador'd 
the Grods, miferably perifhes in a ftorm, in the 
midft of thofe vicious perfons that are preferv'd. 
Encolpius and Gito embrace one another, 
to die more clofely united together, and death 
durft not interrupt their pleafures. The luftful 
Tr I p h a n a faved her felf in a skiff, with all her 
trinkets ; Eumolpus was fo little concerned at 
the danger, that he had leifure enough to compofe 
an Epigram ; L y c a s, the pious L y c a s, calls to 
his Gods in vain for relief ; and to the difgrace of 
their Providence, die only innocent man in the 
company, is made to fuffer for all the wicked. If 
we fee Encolpius fometimes afHifted, it does 
not proceed from his repentance : he kill'd his 
hoft, is a fugitive, there's no fort of crime which 
he has not committed ; but thanks be to the ftrong 
conftitution of his confcience, he lives without re* 
morfe : his tears and lamentations, come from a 
different principle' ; he complains of the infidelity 
of Gito, who abandoned him, and he is reduc'd 
to defpair to imagine him in the arms of another, 
who made himfelf merry with his being alone, 
Jacent nunc amatores obligati no£libu5 totiSj &? for* 
fitan mutms libidimbus aUriti^ derident foUtudinem 
mcdfn. 

All crimes were fuccefiful with him, except one -.. 
alone, which indeed brought upon him a rigorous 
punifhment : but 'tis an offence, for which neithci^ 
the divine, nor human Laws have ordain'd any 
chaftifement. He had, it feems, difappointcd the 
cxpeftations of C i r c £ ^ and, in truth, his Impo- 

Vol. I. L potencc 
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potence is the only fault that troubles him. He con- 
feffes, that he has been a great offender, but that 
he never deferv'd death, except on this occafion^ 
In (hort, without tracing the particulars of the whole 
ftory, he relapfcs into the fame aime» and re- 
ceives the punifliment he deferv*d for it, with a 
perfedt refignation : then he comes to himlelf, and 
acknowledges the anger of the Gods : 

HeUefjpontiaci fequifur gravis ira Priapi, 

He laments the miferable condidon, %^herein he 
finds himfelf ; funerata ejt pars ilia corporis^ qua 
Quottdam Achilles cram : and to recover his vigour^ 
ne puts himfelf into the hands of a Priefteis of this 
God, with a very religious intendon -, and indeed 
the only one he fhews in all his Adventures. I 
might add, that the good Eumo l pu s is foUow'd 
by little children, when he recites his Vcrfes : but 
when he debauches his Scholar, the mother looks 
upon him as a Philofopher ^ and the father, tho he 
lies in the fame chamber, does not awake : fb fe-^ 
verely is Ridicule punifh*d byPETRONitJs, and 
Vice happily protefted ! Judge by this, if Virtue 
has not need of another Orator, to plead its caufe^ 
and be inculcated. I fancy he was of the opinion 
of B A u T R XT -, That a Gentleman, and ftriftnefi 
of Morals, are inconfiftcnt* Si ergo Petromum adi- 
7nusy adimus virum ingenio vere aulico^ elegantiie or* 
litrurriy non fapientice^ 

in. 'Tis not to be doubted but that P e t r o* 
N I u s had a mind to expofe the debaucheries of 
Nero, and that this Prince was the chief objed of 
'his raillery : but whether the perfons he introduces 
be true, or fiditious j whether he gives us Charac- 
ters according to his own fancy, or the true temper 
of particular perfons, *tis very difficult to know, 
3 and 
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iand at this diftance we cannot be pofitively aflur'd 
of it. For my part, I am of opinion, that there 
is no Charafter in Peitronius but what niay 
iuit with Ne R Oi Under Trimalchio, in all 
probability, he derides his ridiculous magnificencci 
and the extravagance of his pleafures : E u m o l* 
PUS reprefents to us the foolifli pafllon he had for 
iht Theatre : fub npminibm exotetorum^ fceminarum^ 
quCy fc? novitate cujufqu^ ftupriy flagitia principis fra^ 
fcripjit ; and by an agreeable di]|)ofition of different^' 
but imaginary perfons, he expbfes feveral follies of. 
tile Emperor, and the ufual diforders of his life. 

It may be alledg'd, that Petronius is verj^ 
tippofite to himfelf, thus to blame Vice, Softnefi^ 
and other Pleafures ; he who was fo ingenious in the 
fearch of them : dum nihil amcenum £sf molle^ affiu^ 
entiaputaty niji quod ei Petronius approhaviJJeU Fbr^ 
to fpeak truth, altho the Prince was of his own na- 
ture debauched enough, in the judgment of P l u- 
T A Rett, yet the complaifance of this Courtier^ 
did not a little contribute to throw him mtd all fort 
of lushiiy and profufioh. In this^ as in the greatefl: 
part of thofe things that are delivered by Hiftory^ 
a man ought to cdafider the difference df times« 
Before Nero gave himfelf up to thefe ftrangc 
extravagancies, no body was fo agreeable to him ast 
Petronius; infomuch that every thing paf- 
fed for grofi, that had not his apprdbatioii. . This 
Court was, as it were, a fchool of ftudied Re^- 
fures, wholly governed by the delicacy of fo c)c- 
quifite a Judge. Nay, I am of opinion, that the 
rolitenefs of our Author became ,periiicious to the 
publick, and that he was one of the chief that 
help'd to ruin fome confiderable perfonS, who made 
a particular profeffion of Wifdom and Virtue. He 
preach'd up nothing but Liberality, td an Empe^. 
ror already prodigal ; and foftncfs to a voluptucfjis 

L % xn9&: 
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man : every thing that had the face of aufterity ap- 
peared ridiculous to him. 

According to my conjeftures, Thraseas was 
fometimes the fubjeft of his mirth, and fometimes 
Helvidius. In Ihort, whoever had merit, 
without the art of pleafing, was fure to be rallied 
for his unfafliionable Gravity. By this means, N e- 
R o corrupted himfelf daily more and more, and as 
the delicacy of pleafures came to yield to the dif- 
order of debauchery, he fell into the grofleft extra- 
vagancies. Then Ti c e l l i n u s, who was jealous 
of the agreeablenefs ofPEXRONius, and the ad- 
vantages which he had over him in the Science of 
Pleafures, attempted to ruin him, quaft adverfus 
iBmulunij 6? fcientics voluptatum potiorem. It was 
no difficult matter for him to efFedl it ; for the Em- 
peror, abandoned now to all excels, could no lon- 
ger fufFer fo nice a witnefs of his infamous debau- 
cheries : he was not fo much troubled with a re- 
morfe for hb Crimes, as touch'd with a fecret 
fhame for the groflhefe of his Pleafures, when he 
remembered the delicacy of the paft. P e t r o- 
N I u s, on his fide, had no lefs diftaites ; and I be- 
lieve, that in the time of his private difcontents, 
he compofed that ingenious Satyr, which was un- 
happily handed down to us, maim*d and imper- 
feft. 

,. We find in Tacitus, a large account of his 
difgrace, and that in purfuance of P i s o's Confpi- 
racy, the friendfhip of Scxvinus was made the 
pretence of his deftruftion. 

IV. P E T R o N I u s is to be admir'd throughout, 
for the purity of his Style, and the delicacy of his 
Sentiments ; but that which more furprizes me, is, 
; his great eafinefs in giving us ingenioufly all forts of 
Charaders. T e r e n c e is, perhaps, the only Au- 
thor of antiquity, that enters beft into the nature 
^ of 
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of perfons : but ftill this fault I find in him, that 
he has too little variety ; his whole talent being* 
confin'd in making Servants, and old Men ; a cove* 
tous Father, and a debauch'd Son ; a Slave and an 
Intriguer, to fpeak properly, according to their fe- 
veral Charafters : fo far, and no farther, the capa- 
city of Terence reaches. You muft not expedt 
from him, either Gallantry or Paflion, eithef 
Thoughts, or the difcourfe of a Gentleman. Pe- 
T R o N I u s, who had an univerfal wit, hits upon 
the Genius of all profeffions, and adapts himfelf, 
as he pleafes, to a thoufand different natures. If he 
introduces a Declaimer, he affumes his air, and his 
ftile fo well, that one would fay, he had us'd to 
declaim all his life. Nothing exprefles more natu- 
rally the diforders of a debauchM life, than the 
quarrels ofENcotPjus and A s c y l t o s, about 

GlTO. 

Does not Qu a R T i l l a admirably teprefent to 
us thofe proftitute Women, quarum ftc accenfa li- 
hido^ ut fcBpius peterent viros^ quam peterentur ? 
Does not the marriage of young Giro, and inno- 
cent Pa N Y c H I s, give us the image of a com- 
pleat wantonnefs ? 

All that a Sot, ridiculoufly magnificent in Ban- 
quets, a vain aff^efter of nicenefs, and ah imperti- 
nent, are able to do, you have undoubtedly at the 

feaft ofTRIMALCHIO. 

EuMOLPus (hews us N e r o's extravagant fol- 
ly for the Theatre, and his vanity in reciting his 
own Poems ; and yoii may obferve, as you run 
over fo many noble Verfes, of which he makes an 
ill ufe, That an excellent Poet may be a very ill 
man. However, as Encolpius, tho he repre- 
fents EuMOLPus a maker of fantaftical Verfes, 
yet difcovers fomethin^ great in his Phyfiognomy ; 
he judicioufly takes care, all along, not to ruin the 
ideas he gave us of him. The infirmity he has, of 

L 3 making 
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making Vcrfes out of feafon, even in weima itwr-i. 
its •, his fluentnefs in repeating his oompofures in 
all places, and at all times, anfwers his ridiculous 
beginning ; 6f ego, inquit^ Poeta fiinty tS ut fperoy 
tion bunalUmi fpintus, fi modo aliquid coroms credefh 
dum ejl^ quas etiam ad imperitos gratia deferre Jblet. 
Jlis knowledge, which was extenfivc enoug;h ; his 
extraordinary adiions ; his expedients in unludqf 
encounters \ his refolution to fuppor^ his Compani- 
ons in the Veifel of LycAS \ his getting about 
\L\m at Crotona t^iat pleafant Court of peopk, who 
were perpetually hunting after old men's eftates; 
admirably well agrees with what Emcolpius 
had promisVi us or him before : fenex canus exer- 
citati vultus^ 6f qui videhaiur magnum aliquid frth 
^ittere. 

There is nothing fo natural as die Char^&er of 
C H R Y s I s, and none of our Confidents come near 
her. Not to mention his. firft converlation with 
P o L I £ N o s *, what (he tells him of her miftrefi, 
xipon the affront (he received, is of an inimitable 
fimplicity : verum enim faiendum eft^ ex qua bora 
accept injuriam^ apud fe non eft. Whoever has read 
Juvenal, is fufficiently acquainted with the im* 
potentia matronarum^ and the ill humour they were io, 
Ji quando vir aut familiaris infelicius cum ipjis rein 
bahueratn But no body befidcs Pbtronius 
could have defcrib'd CifecE, ib beaudiul, fi> vch 
luptuous, and fo polite. 

Enothea, the Pricftefs of Priapus* ra- 
vifhes me with the Miracles (he proniifes ; with her 
enchantments, her facrifices, her forrow for. the 
death of the confecrated Groofe ; and the manner in 
which pie*s pacified, when P o l i e n o & makes her 
a prefent, with which flie might purChafe z Qojofe, 
a,nd Gods too, if fhe thought fit. 
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Philumena, that complaifant Lady, is no Icls 
entertaining ; who, after fhe had cuUied feveral men 
out of their Eftatea, in the flower of her beau- 
ty, now being old, and by confequcnce unfit for 
pleafures, endeavoured to keep up this noble trade, 
by the means of her Children, whom (he introdut 
ced with a thoufand fine difcourfes to old Men, 
who had no Heirs of their own. In a word, there 
is no part of nature, no profeffion, whidi Pb- 
T R o N I us doth not admirably paint : he is a Poet, 
an Orator, ^nd a Philofopher at his pleafure. 

As for his Verfes, I find in them an agreeable 
force, a natural beauty, naturali pukhrittmne car^ 
men exfurgit : infomuch that D o u 2 a cannot any 
longer bear with the heat and impetuofity of Lu- 
c A N, after he has read the ^taking of ^ro'jy or the 
little EJfaj about the Civil IVar in Petronius, 
which he prefers much above the other's; Pbarfalia : 

S^uam vel trecenta Corduhenfts illius 
Pharfalicorum verfuum volun^ina *. 

Perhaps I may be deceived ; but ?n my opinion, 
Lucretius has not treated of Dreams, in fuch 
an agreeable manner as Petronius, in the fol- 
lowing Verfes : 

Somnia^ qucB mentes ludunt volitantibus umbris^ 
Non delubra I>eum^ nee ab ether e numina mittunP:^ 
$edftbi qui/que facit. Nam cum froftrata fopore 
Urget membra quies, fc? mens fine pondere ludit^ 
^idquid luce fuit^ tenebrii agit. Oppida bello 
^li quatit fcf flammis miferandas fcsvit in urbeSy 
Tela videt^ verfafque acies^ &? funera Regum^ 
Atque exundantes perfufo Anguine campos. 
^i caufas or are folenty hgefque^ forumquey 

^ }an. Doufa P;»t. PcjiiifddBineoniiQ P^trpfi. JLii.Il. ca^.iQy 
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Et pavido cermnt inclufum corde tribunal. 
Condit avarus opes^ defoffumque itrvenit^ aurum ; 
f^'enalor /alius canibus quatit. Eripit undis^ 
Aut premit everfam periturus navita puppim. 
Scribit amatori nierelrix. Dat adulter a munus. 
Et cams infomnis leporis vejligia latrat. 
In noSlis f patio miferorum vulnera durant. 

When in a Dream, prefented to our view, 
Thofe airy forms appear fo like the true ; 
Nor Heav'n, nor Hell, the fancy'd Vifion fends, 
But ev'ry breaft its own delufion lends : 
For when foft Sleep the body folds in cafe. 
And from the heavy mafs our fancy frees. 
Whatever *tis in which we take delight. 
And think of moft by day, we dream by night. 
Th* ambitious Brave, who mighty States o*crturn, 
Ruin whole Empires, and vaft Cities burn. 
From fancyM Darts believe a darkened (ky. 
And fee, in hafte, defeated Squadrons fly : 
Here bloody Plains a ghaftly profpeft yield. 
And Monarchs flain nobilitate the field. 
He that by day litigious knots unty'd. 
And charmed the droufy Bench to either fide ; 
By night a crowd of cringing Clients fees. 
Smiles on the fools, and kindly takes their fees. 
The Mifer views his glitt'ring heaps of Gold, 
And oft the vifionary fums are told, 
..Then fanfies Thieves difturb his fliort delight ; 
He views their mafks, and wakens with the fiTght, 
To Heav'n the Merchant does himfelf addrels, 
Dreaming of Wrecks, religious in diftrels. 
Huntfmen with joy th' imagined Chafe purfuc. 
Hollow aloud, and fee the Stag in view. 
The Miftrefi to her abfent Lover writes. 
And, as awake, with flames and darts indites. 
The am'rous Wife dreams of her Lover's charms, 
And hugs her Huft^and with adult'rous arms. 
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Dogs, in full cry, purfue their fearful Game ; 
The wretched, tho afleep, ftill feel their pain. 

And what can one compare to that voluptuous 
Night, whole image fills the Soul in fuch a man- 
ner, that a man has need to call his Virtue to his 
affiftance, to overcome the lively impreflion it 
makes upon the mind ? 

^alis mx fuit illa^ Diiy Deaque ! 

^am mollis thorns! hcsftmus calentes^ ^ 

Et transfudimus bine ^ hinc labellis 

Err antes animas. Valet e cures ^ 

Mor talis ego Jic perire ccepi. 

Who can the charms of that bleft Night declare ! 
How foft, ye Gods ! our warm embraces were ! 
Our wanton limbs like curling ivy twin'd ; 
By eager lips our wandering fouls were joiri'd. 
Away, all cares : Pd gladly ceafe to live, 
If joys, like thefe, I might in death receive. 

Altho the declamatory Stile feems ridiculous to 
Petronius, yet, for all that, he fhews much 
Eloquence in his Declamations ; and to demonftrate 
that the moft debauched are not incapable of medi- 
tation and recoUedlion, Morality has nothing more 
ferious, or better manag'd than the Refle6Uons of 
Encolpius upon the inconftancy of human Af- 
fairs, and the uncertainty of Death. 

Upon every Subjedt that offers it felf, 'tis impof- 
fible to think more nicely, or to Ipeak with more 
purity. In his Narrations, he fometimes copies af- 
ter plain unafFefted Nature, and contents himfelf 
with the graces of fimplicity : fometimes he gives 
his work the finifliing ftrokes, and then nothing is 
fo polifh'd. Catullus and Martial treat 
of the fame things in a grofs manner j and if any 

one 
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one could find the fecret of wrapping up what's 
obfcene, in a Language like his, 1 dare ^mfwer for 
the LacHes, that they would praxfe him for his (^ 
cretion. 

But that which more peculiarly belongs to Pi- 
TRONius, is, that excepting HORACE, in a few 
Odes> he is, perhaps, the onh^ perlbn of Antiquity 
that knew how to fpeak of Gsdlantry. V i r o ii 
is, indeed, moving in his Paflions ; the Amours of 
Dido, and thofe of Orpheus arid Evr'tix ice, 
have charms and teqdernefi : yet there is nodiing of 
Gallantry in diem ; and poor Dido, fo compaf 
fionate was her foul, fell in love with the pious 
JEneas, at the bare redtal of his misfortunes. 
Q V I D is witty, and eafy ; Ti b u l l u s delicate j 
but their Miftrefles Ought to have been bred at a 
College ', to know what they mean. On all occa- 
lions they alledge Gods, and Fables, and cxamplc$ 
drawn from the moft remote Antiquity; they 
promife Sacrifices too, and I fancy that Monfieur 
Chapelain learn*d of them the method of 
hurning Hearts in Offerings *• Lucian, as inge^ 
nious as he is, appears grofs fo foon as he ipeaks of 
Love, and his Courtezans talk rather the language 
of the Stews, than of the A^femblies. 

^ M.de 5/. Evremmdfajt m thf French, That they mtght U 
have hen mtrt le$mtd thsm Mddiun d$ SauUri^ wbwttms dfi^ 
ptous writer of Remancts^ 

' Af. ChMpeUiny in his foem on, the Maid of Orleans^ intitlei 
La Pucelle, Book II. tnakes the Count Dunoiss who w^ 
in love ^ith that Heroinij^ fay, among other things : 

De ce fev toutefois que me fert I'tAnoceiice^ 
Si tout fage qu'il eft il me fait violence r 
Helas! il me devore ^ & men coeur embraiS 
B^ja par fa chaleur eft de force cpui(<^. 
£t fott, confumons nous d'une flamme fi boHe|| 
Brulonf en Hoheattfle an feu de la Pucelle : 
Lai^ns-nous pour fa gloire en cendres convcrtu^ 
£t tenons a bonheqr d*en ctre 1^ martyr*^ 
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For my own part, tho I am a creat admirer of 
the Antients, I can't but do jumce to our own 
Nation, and am perfuaded that we have a great ad- 
vantage over them in this point. And indeed, ^ 
cer^ having examined this matter, I do not know 
one of thofe great Genius's, that could have made 
Massinissa and Sophonisba, Cesar 
and Cleopatra, Ipeak fo genteely of Love, as 
we have heard them in our Language ^ Now, as 
much as others fall ftiort of us in this particular, fo 
much doth Petronius exceed us. We have no 
Romance that can boaft of a Story fo agreeable as that 
pfthcEPHESIAN MATRON, Nothinghas 
fo much of Gallantry as the Love-Letters of C i k c e 
and P o L I E N o s J and their whole adventure, whe- 
ther you refped the Converfation, or the Defcrip- 
tions, has a chara^er very much above the politer 
nels of oqr Age. Yoq may judge, whether he 
was able to treisit a noble Pal5on with the nicenefi 
k deferves ; fince this was an affair of two per- 
fons, that were to tafte the utmoft pleafure at their 
firft interview. 



r-.o..^ 
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EPHESIAN MATRON. 
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HERE was a Lady at Ephefus ', in fo high 
a reputation for her Chaftity, that even tho 

Women 



9 Sie the Sopho.niibe> i^nd th$ Death of Pompey, two Tr^ 

ftdies by Comeille* 

^ John of Salisbury » Bifiop of Chartres, who hath inferted 
this ftory out of Buronim^ in his Book imituUd ^oUcradcus, fA 
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Women of the neighbouring Countries came out 
of curiofity to fee her, as a miracle. This Prude 
having loft her Hufband, was not content, as the 
cullom then was, to afilft at the Funeral Rites wick 
her Hair diflievePd, and to beat her Bread before 
the people, (he refolv'd to follow the deceased even 
to his Monument ; and having laid him in a Se- 
pulchre, after the Grecian manner, Ihe vsratch'd the 
Body, and wept inceffantly over it, abandoning 
her fcif to all the exceffes of Grief and Defpair, 
and fo obftinatcly determin'd to deftroy her felf by 
Hunger, that neither her Relations nor Friends were 
able to conquer this fatal refolution. The Magif- 
trates of the place, who met with no better fuccefs, 
were the laft that took their leaves of her ; and in 
this manner, our illuftrious Matron, lamented by 
all the world as a dead perfon, had already pafs'd 
five days without eating. A faithful and affedlio- 
nate Maid, bore this unfortunate Lady company, 
mingling her tears with thofe of her miftrels, and 
renewing the light as often as there was occafion. 
Nothing was talked of in the City, but this unpre- 
cedented Adventure, and every one agreed, that 
this was the firft example of conjugal Love and 
Chaftity, which the world had ever beheld. 

It happened, at this very time, that the Gover- 
nour of the Province ordered certain Robbers to be 
affix'd to Crofles near the difmal Cave, where this 

virtuous 

fures tis, from an antient Author^ that there *ivas, in iffe£l, at 
Epheftis fuch a Lady as is here defcrib^d by Petronius. Tb 
JiiQoriam, fays he^ aut fabulam, quod his verbis refert Petrcv 
jiius, pro libicu appellabis. Ita tatnen ex fafto accidifTe Epheii, 
& Flavianus audor eft. Muliereuique tradit impietatis fux, & 
fcelerls paricidialis & adulterii poenas luifle. Joannes Sarif* 
ber'tenfis PoLYCRATicus, fivede nugis Curialium^ ^ Tef» 
tigiis Philofophorum, Lib. Vlll. €af. li. 
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virtuous Lady bewail'd her felf over the Body of 
her dear Hufband. The following night, a Soldier 
who was appointed Ccntinel to watch the CroflTes, 
left the Bodies fhould be ftolen, perceiving a light 
in the Monument, and hearing the fad complaints 
of a perfon in affliftion, was led, by a curiofity 
common to all men, to fee what the matter might 
be. He went down into the Sepulchre, and fur- 
prized at the fight of a very beautiful Woman, he 
continued for fome time frighted, as if he had feen 
fome Fantom -, then earneftly beholding the dead 
Body, which lay ftretch'd put before his eyes, con- 
•fidering the Lady's tears, her face disfigured with 
her nails, and all the other marks of folemn woe, 
he imagined, at laft, what the matter was : that a 
poor difconfolate Woman gave her felf up to for- 
row, and could not bear^ without delpair, the death 
of him (he had loft. Upon this, he went back, 
and brought his fmall Supper with him to the Mo- 
nument, and began to exhort her not to perfevere 
any longer in an unprofitable (brrow, and infignifi- 
cant complaints ; that all men have one common 
Exit out of this world, and muft go to the lame 
place : not omitting any of the Arguments that are 
ufually employed to cure the moft diftemper'd 
minds. But the Lady being ftill the more provok'd 
by fo unexpefted a Confolation, redoubles her La- 
mentations, beats her breaft with more violence than 
before, and tears ofi^ her hair, which fhe throws 
upon the miferable Body. 

The Soldier was not at all difcourag'd by this,, 
but with the fame exhortations endeavours to per- 
fuade her to take fome nourifhment j till the Maid, 
who was undoubtedly conquered by the fmell of the 
wine, as well as by his difcourfe, ftretch'd out her . 
hand to the perfon, who invited them both in fo 
obliging a manner 5 and having recruited her Ipirits 

by 
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by what (he eat and drank, bqean her felf to com- 
bat the obftinacy of her NVmrefs. ** And what 
will you be the better, Md (he, by thus ftarvii^ 
your felf; burymg your felf alive ; and gtviog 
^ up to fate, a foul he does not yet demand back 
" again ? 

** Think y(ni thefe Tears^ tbisptmpaus trdinoflFo^ 
" Are known ^ or valud by fie Gbofts below ? 

^^ What ! do you imagine you can bring the dead 
to life agam, contrary to the order of Nature ? 
^ for once be advifed by me ; lay afide this weak- 
^^ nefs, which none but Women are capable of; 
^ and enjoy the advantages of Life, while Heaven 
*' gives you leave to do it. This Very Body whidi 
** you fee before you, fuffidendy fhews you the va^ 
** lue of Life, and warns you to manage it better.*^ 
Few people liften widi regret, when they are 

})reis'd to eat on the like dccafions : we eafily 
iiSer our felves to be perfuaded to live. Thus oar 
Matron, famifhed by fo long an abftinence, fuf- 
fered her obftinacy to be overcome, and took her 
Vidhials with the fame greedinefs as her MakI, 
who had yielded before. You know that Tempta- 
tions generally follow after meals : therefore with 
the very fiime arms that the Soldier emplovM to 
combat her Delpair, did he now attadc her Chafti- 
ty ; and as this young fellow appeared neither S&r 
greeable, nor deftitute of wit; the Maid was nOt 
wanting on her part, to do him all the good office 
(he could, telling to her Miftrels : 

Why will you Jlill reftft a ^leafing Flame ? 



h 
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In Ihort, not to hold you any longer in fufpence, 
the virtuous Matron obferv'd the fame abstinence as 
to the other part of her body ; and doe Soldier, 
compleatly viftorious, fucc^eded in his attempts up- 
on both. Thus they continued tc^ther, not only 
the firft night of their enjoyment^ but the next 
day alfo, and the next after that : the doors of the 
Monument being fo carefully fhut, that whoever 
had come thither, whether a friend or ftranger, 
would, without doubt, have concluded, th^t th«t 
moft pious Wife in the utiiverfe, had expired dvei* 
the Body of her Hulband. 

The Soldier charmed with the beauty of his fair 
Miftrefe, and the fecrecy of his good fortune, laid 
out all the little ftock he had upon Provifipn^^ and 
as foon as night came on he carried them to. the 
Monument. In the mean time, the Relations of 
one of the men that were hang'd, perceiving that 
iio body lookM after tbenoi, carried off the Body in 
the night, and buried it. But tl^ poor Sddier, 
who fufFer*d this trick to be play'd him, while he 
was too bufily purfuing his private pleafures, finding 
on the morning one of thefe Crofles without a Bo- 
dy, rq)air*d immediately to his Miftrefs in the 
greateft apprehenfions of puniftiment, and acquaint-- 
cd her ,with what had happened to him 5 adding^ 
that as to himfelf he was uilly refolv'd not to wait 
his Condemnation, but to execute a piece of juf^ 
tice upon himfelf, and puniih his fatal negligence 
with his own hand : that the only favour he begg'd 
of her, was, to take care of his Burial ; and to put 
him in the fame Tomb, fatal both to her Hufband 
and her Lover. At this, our Matron, who had an 
equal fhare of Charity and Difcretion, Heaven for^ 
bid J faid fhe, that I Jhould ever heboid^ at the fame 
timey the funerals of two Perfons who are fo very dear 
to me : I will rather choofe to hang the Deceased, than 
to occafion the death of the Living. According to 

^ thiif 
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this fine Speech, Ihe drew her Hu(band*s Corps 
out of the Coffin, in order to faften it to the Crofi 
from whence the Body was (tolen. The Soldier im- 
mediately put in execution the feafonable advice of 
{o difcreet a Lady ; and next morning every one 
wonder'd bow a dead Man Jhould be able to find bit 
way to the Gibbet. 

-— '"- -*- -— - -»'- -■- ■ gpt iff* aril arr ir> Tfc aBaaIa ABAASftASkAS^ aSaabaaS^ 
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CONVERSATION 



BETWEEN 



^e Marefchal d'Hocquincourt, 

and Father Canaye. 



BEING one day at dinner with the Marefchal 
D*HocQjJiNcouRT ', Father C a n a ye, 
who din'd there alfo, infenfibJy led the difcourfe to 
that fubmiflion of mind, which JReligion requires of 
us ; and having related to us many new Miracles, 
and fome modern Revelations, he concluded, that 
we ought to avoid, like a plague, thofe Free- 
Thinkers, who pretend to examine every thing by 
Reafon. 

" Who do you talk to of Free-Thinkers, Jaid 
*« the Marefchal, and who knew them better than 
^ I did? Bardou viLLE and St. Ib al were 

*' my 

• Tt9e Manfchal d'Hocquintouri viHi thm (1^54) at Perfnne^ 
rfvfhich pUc4 he was G$vtrmifr% 
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i' ** my beft friends •, they engag'd me in the Party 
li *' of the Count % againft Cardinal Richelieu : 
i ^'^ why, I know 'em fo well, that I could write a 
i *' Book of their Sayings. When Bardouville 
f> *' was dead, and St. I b a l had retir'd into Hol- 
*' land, I came acquainted with La Frette 
*' and Sauveboeuf ; thefe were none of your 
" Wits, but brave, gallant fellows. La F r e t- 
T E was as ftout as Hercules, and my very 
good friend -, and I think that I fufficiently (liew'd 
my felf to be his in the Sicknefs that carried 
** him off; I faw him dying of a fmall Fever, like 
a Woman 5 and was enraged to fee L a F r e t- 
TE, that gallant La Erette, who fought 
BouTEViLLE, go out, neither better nor 
** worfe, than a farthing Candle. Sauveboeuj? 
and I, were concerned to preferve the honour of 
our Friend ; which made us refolve to piftol 
him, that he might die like a Man of Honour. 
I clappM a piftol to his head, when a fon of a 
whore of a Jefuit pufh'd my arm afide, and hin- 
dered my defign : this put me in fo great a paf- 
fion againft him, that I prefently turned Janfe- 
*• nift." 

Tah notice^ my Lord, faid Father C a n a y e, 
take notice haw Satan is always in wait for us : cir* 
cuit quaerens quem devoret. Tou are fomewhat 
piqued againft our Order ^ and he takes that occafion to 
furprizey and devour you ; nay^ worfe than devour 
you^ to make you turn Janfemfk Vigilate, vigilate } 
a man cannot be too much upon his guard againft the 
common enemy of mankind. 

" The Father's in the right, faid the Marefchal. . 

*' 1 have been told that the Devil never flecps. We 

^ *' ought to do the like, and be always upon our 

I •* guard ; for, (harp is the word* But let us 

Vol. I. M " leave 






C4 



cc 
cc 
<c 
cc 
cc 
cc 



178 THEWORKSOF 

*' leave the Devil, and talk of my likings. I have 
*' loved War above all things; Madam t>£MdNt- 
** B A z o N next to war ; and (udi as you fee me, 
*' Philofophy after Madam de MontbazOn. 
Tou have reafon to love JVar^ replied the Father, 
for War loves you too ; it has crowffd you with Ho- 
nours. IVhyy Pd have you to know^ thai I am alfo a 
fVarrioK "the King bos given me the direSiion of the 
Hofpital of bis Army in Flanders : is not this enough 
to intitle a man a JVarrior? Wbe would bave 
tbougbt tbat Fatber C a n a v e fhould turn Soldier ? 
yet I am one^ my Lord^ and do God no lefs fervice in 
the Camp^ tban I did in tbe College of Clermont ^ Ton 
may therefore love War innocently ; to go to tbe War^ 
is to ferve on^s Prince ; and to ferve one's Prince^ is 
to ferve God. But as for what concerns Madam d e 
Montbazon, if you have lufied after ber^ if you 
bave looked upon her with a carnal eye^ you muft per- 
mit me to tell you tbat your Deftres were criminal 
Tou did not luft after ber^ my Lordj hut only love her 
with an innocent friendjhip. 

" How, Father ! fatd the Marefcbalj would you 
** have me love like a Coxcomb ? I'he Marefchal 
** d'Hocqjj I n c ou rt has not learn'd in Ladies 
^^ Bedchambers, to do nothing more than to figh. 
" I long'd. Father, I longed : you underftand my 
" meaning" I long'd ! I lono'd ! In 
truths my Lordj you rallv with a good grace^ Our 
Fathers of St. Louis^ would be ready to crofs tbemfelves 
at thefe I l o K g'd : hut when a man has been a great 
while in the Army^ be learns to bear every thing* 
Welly welly you fpgak thiSy my Lordy to make your 
felf merry. 

" There is no Merriment in the cafe. Father i 
" Do you know to what a pitch I lov'd her ? " 
Ufque ad araSy m y L o r d. "No aras^ Father. 
*' Look ye here, faid the Marefchaly taking a Kittfcy 
•* and grafping tbe Haft faji in bis bandy Look ye 

** here,- 
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y* here, if (he had commanded me to kill you, I 
** would have fheathM this Blade in your heart'* 
Father Can a ye, furpriz'd.at this difcourfe, but 
more frighted at this fudden tranfport, had imme- 
diate recourfe to his ;iiental Devotion, and fecretly 
pray'd to his Maker, that he would deliver him 
from the danger wherehi he found himfelf. But not 
trufting altogether to Prayer, he infenfibly got out 
of the Marefchal's reach, by an unperceivable mo- 
tion of his Buttocks. The Marefchal kept ftill 
wiriiin Arms-length of him, by the fame motion^ 
with the Knife lifted up, fo that one would have 
Jworn, that he was going to put the Lady's order 
in execution. 

My ill nature made me take pleafure, for a while; 
in the fright of our revct-end fpark ; but fearing, at 
length, that the Marefchal; in his paffion, might render 
that fcene nielancholy, which was before pleafant ; I 
put him in mind that Madam de MontbA'^ 
z o N * was dead i and told him, That it was Fa- 
ther C A N A Y b's good fortune, that he had no^ 
thing to fear from a perfon that was no morci 

" God does every thing for the beft^ replied tbt 
'' Marefchal : the faireft Woman in the World * 

began to be troublefome to me, when ftie kick'd 

up her heels and died. She had always at het 
** tail one Abbot de Range' % who difcours*d 

M 2 ** with 

* The Dutchefs of Montiazon, Daughter to Count de Vertus; 
WAS then ftill alive i for flte died in the year 1 557. M.de St^ 
Evremond was not ignorant of ity hut he thought that this An*- 
cronifm might be eafilj forgiven him^ tonfidermg it wtts difficuk 
ctherwife to recover Father Can aye from the fright he w4s in. 

^ Thus the Marefchal d* Hocquincourt called Madam de Mont* 
hazon, 

^ Armand John Baftift de Ranee, fofaiiwis afterwards under 
the name of the Abbot dc la Trappe, was one of the Dutchefi 
of Monthazon's Lovers: and let his Panegyrifts fay what they 
fleafe^ 'tis certain^ that the fudden and unexfeikd death of that 
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«' with her about GRACE before company, and 
«* entertained her with fomething elfe in private. 
** This made me forfake the Janfenifts. Before that 
*« I never mifs*d a Sermon of Father Desma* 
** RES, and never fwore but by the Gentlemen of 
*' Port-Royal •, but I have confels'd my felf tothe 
«' Jefuits ever fince : and if my Son has ever any 
«' Children, I am refolv'd they (hall go to the Col- 
*' lege of Clermont, or elfe PU dilinherit 'em." 

OA, }jcw wonderful are the ways of God ! cried 
out Father C a n a y e : How profound is the tnxf- 
tery of Us Juftice ! A fopling of a Janfenift pretends 
love to a Lady whom my Lord wifhed ivell to : the 
merciful God makes ufe of Jealoufy to put the Con- 
fcience of my Lord into our hands ; mirabilia judicia 
tua, Domine, wonderful are thy Judgments^ O Lord! 
After the good Father had ended his pious Re- 
fleftions, I thought I might be allowed to have a 
fhare in the Converfation -, fo I afk'd the Marefchal, 
if the Love of Philofophy did not fucceed the Pat 
lion he had for Madam de Montbazon? 

" A plague on't, I have lov'd Philofophy but too 
*' well, faid the Marefchal^ I have loved it but too 
*' well ; but I have left it at laft, and will trouble 
*' my head no more with it. A Devil of a Philo- 
*' fopher had fo puzzled my Brain about die frfi 
** Parents^ the Apple^ the Serpent^ terrejirial Para- 
** dife^ and ibe CherubimSj that I had like to have 



Lady, was om of the principal Motives of his Converfion and 
Retirement. Madam de Montbazon died of the Small Pox » 
a country Seat, 'where the Abbot being come, from Paris, Mf» 
the firfi^^news of her Hlnefs, and finding no body he the entry, bt 
went up to the Duchefs*s Apartment thro* the Baek-flairs 5 juU 
the fir ft Objeei that prefented it felf to his fight, -was Madam ie 
Montbazon* s Corps^ disfigured in the moft horrid andgbaftby vush 
ner, and hady to be laid in the Coffin. This made fo lively e» 
imprejpon upon him, that he renounced the World, and fettled ve 
his Abbey of La Irappe a very auftere Rrform* Be died on the 
26th of O6lober^ 17O0. ' ' 
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•* believ'd nothing at all. The Devil take me, if 
" I believ'd a fyllable then ; but ever fince I could 
*' endure to be crucified for my Religion. Not 
*' that I fee more reafon in it ndw ; but, on the 
contrary, lefs than ever: but, for all that, I 
could fuffer my felf to be crucified, without know- 
ing why, or wherefore." 
So much the better^ my Lord^ reply'd the Father, 
twanging it very devoutly thro' the Nofe, fo much 
the better ; thefe are no human motions \ they pro- 
ceed from God. No Reason ! thai*s the true Re- 
ligion this : NO Reason! What an extraordinary 
^race^ my Lordj has Heaven bejlow^d upon you ? 
Eftote ficut infantes, be as infants. Infants preferve 
their innocency ; and why ? becaufe they have no Rea- 
fon. Beati pauperes fpiritu, blejfed are the poor in 
fpirit % they Jin not : the reafon is^ becaufe they have 
no Reafon. No Reason: without know- 
ing WHY, OR WHEREFORE. Ob excellent 
words ! they ought to be written in letters of gold : 
Not that Isee more Reason in it 
now; but, on the contrary, less 
than ever! in truths this is divine for them^ 
that have any tajie of heavenly things : n o R e a- 
son! what an extraordinary grace^ my Lord^ has 
God befiov/d upon you ? 

The Father had carried farther his holy hatred 
againft Reafon, if fome Letters had not come from 
Court to the Marefchal, which interrupted fo pious 
a Converfation. The Marefchal read them foftly 
to himfclf 5 and afterwards he was pleased to tell 
the Company the contents. " If I affeded to be 
thought a Politician, as others do, I Ihould re- 
tire into my Clofet, to read Difpatches from the 
Court : but I always adt and fpeak with an open 
" heart. The Cardinal fends me word, that Ste- 
^' nay's taken ^ ; that the Court will be here within 

M,3 " eight 
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•* eight days ; and chat the oommand of the Army 
?' that made the Si^e, is given me, in order to 
^ go and relieve Arras, with Turenne and 
f* L A F E RT e'. I remember well that Tu r en- 
•* N E fufFer*d me to be beaten ^ by the Prince of 
^^ C o N D e\ when the Court was at Gien ; perhaps 
*' I may find an opportunity to be even with him. 
^^ If Arras were relieVd, and Turenne beaten, 
f * I Ihould be content • ; Pll do what I can : I % 
y no more.*' 

He would have related to us all the particulars of 
^e Batde, and what reafon he thought he had tq 
complain of Monfieur de Turenne: but we 
were informed, that the Convoy was got already a 
good way out of town, which made us take out 
leaves fooner than we intended to do. 

Father C a n a y e having no Horfe of his own, 
defir^d the Marefchal to lend him one to carry him 
to the Camp. *.* And what fort of a Horfe will 
^* you have. Father ? " lays the Marefchal. / v^H 
make you the fame anjwer^ my Lordy as good Father 
SuAREZ made to the Duke of Medina Sid onia 
upon the like occafion \ qualem me decet efle, maiv 
fuetum 5 fuch an one as I ought to be^ getiile ad 
traSlable. S^ ^alem me decet ejfe^ manfuetum ! \ 
^^ iinderftand a little Latin, faid the Marefdial, 
^* manfuetum is a fitter w'ord for Sheep than Hor- 
^* fes. Let the Father have my Horfe ; \ love die 
^* whole Order, and am his Friend, therefore let 
^* them give him my heft Horfe." 

I went to di(patch fome fmall bufinels of my own, 
but ftay'd not long before I rejoin'd the Convoy. 
We pafs'd without danger ; bjut not without fomc 

fatigue 

7 At BUneau the fiventh of April 1^52. 
^ Thefe thrt$ Marefchals having forad thi Lims in ttm^t^ 
its, beat (he Spaniards^ entred 4rras, and Migtd tht Primt { 
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fatigue for poor Father Can a ye. I met him 
upon the march, mounted on one of the beft 
Stone-Horfes of Monfieur d*Hocqjljincourt, 
*Twas a mettlefom fiery De^al, reftlefs, and always 
in motion ; that champ*d his bit eternally ; ftiU 
went on one fide, neigh'd every minute ; and what 
moft offended the modefly of the Father, he very 
indecendy miftook all the Horfes that came near 
him for Mares. JVhat do I fecj Father ? faid I 
coming up to him ; what a Horfe have they given 
you ? where is good Father S u a r b z'i Nag^ that 
you ajk^d fo earneftly for ? " Ah, Sir, fays he, I 

*' am e'en fpent, I am brui&'d to pieces.** 

He was going on with his complaints, when a Hare 
ftarted. An hundred Horfemen immediately hur- 
ried away in confufion after the Courfe, and we 
heard prefently more difcharges of Piftols, than at 
a fkirmifli. The Father's Horfe being us'd to fire, 
under the Marefchal, ran away with his rider, and 
made him penetrate inftantly beyond their cojifus'd 
ranks. 'Twas a very pleafant fight to fee a Jefuit 
at the head of all this company, in fpite 0/ himfelf. 
By good fortune Pufs was kill'd ; and I found the 
Father in the midft of thirty horfemen, who all 
gave him the honour of a chafe,^ which might de-i 
ferve the name of a Rencounter. The Father re- 
ceived their commendations with a feeming inorr 
defty ; but in his mind he delpis'd very much the 
manfuetum of good Father S u a r e z, a^id hugged 
himfelf with the wonders he thought he had done 
on the Marefchal's Barbary horfe. However, *twas 
not long before he remembred that fine faying of 
Solomon, Fanitas vatiitafum^ (^ omnia vanitas. 
As he grew cool, he felt a fmart, which the heat 
had rendered infenfible ; and falfe glory yielding to 
real pain, he wifh'd for the eafe and quiet life of the 
College he had quitted. But all thefe refledtions 
Xignificd nothing j he muft go to ijbe C^p, and 

Ki 4" ^ ' " hV 
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he was fo tir'd of his horfe, that I (aw him once rea-' 
dy to abandon his Bucephalus, and walk a-foot at 
the head of the infantry. 

I comforted him for his pall fatigue, and freed 
him from any fuch inconveniency for the future, by 
giving him the eafieft Nag he could have wi(hU 
He returned me a thouiand thanks, and was fo fcn- 
fible of my civility, that laying afide all cautious re- 
gards to his profcffion, he conversed with me more 
like an honeft fincere fellow-traveller, than a Jefuit^ 
I afk'd him what his opinion was of Monfieur 
;jf d'Hocq^ui NC ou R T ? He* s a ^worthy Gentk- 
man, fiiid he : be*s a good foul. He has quitted the 
Jarjj}nijis \ and our Order is obliged to him : but for 
viy jwty I fhall never fit at table near bim^ nor 
hcrrow a Iwrfe of him. 

Being much pleas'd with this firft freedom, I had 
a mind to try him farther. ** Whence come, coth 
tinu^d /, the great animofities between the Janfc- 
nifts and your Fathers? do they proceed from 
your differing in opinion about the Po<5trine of 
" GRACE?*' What nonfenfe, faid he, what 
nonfenfe it is, to think that we hate one another for 
not having the fame opinion about GRACE! Uis 
neither that, nor the five Propositions, 
that have fet us at variance ; the jealoufy of govern- 
ing Confciences is the caufe of all the mifcbief ^U 
Janfentfls found us in pojfejfion of the government, and 
had a mind to difpoffefs us. Now, to compafs their 
ends, they make ufe of methods quite contrary to ours. 
We employ gentlenefs and indulgence, and they affeS 
auflerity and rigour. We comfort fouls by the exanh 
piles of God^s mercy \ and they frighten them by tbofe 
(?f his jufiice. uhey would fubdue by the means of 

pear, 

9 M. de St. Evremond had fiudied under Fathir Canajti tH 
the ColUge of Clermont^ ^ I h^v$ obfervtd i^ hjis ytfcf 
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FeaK, tbofe whom we endeavour to attract by the 
blandijhment of Hope. Not but that both of us have 
a mind to fave men i hut each has alfo a dejign to 
advance his credit ^ by faving them j and to [peak 
freely to you, the intereji of the BireSlor is generally 
preferred before the falvation of him who is under 
bis care. I talk to you after quite another manner 
than I did to the Marefcbal. I mas a downright 
Jefuit with him, but with yott I ufe the freedom of 
a Soldier. I commended very much the new 
charafter which his laft profciEon had made him 
take up; and he fecm'd to be well pleafed with ' 
this commendMion. I had continu'd it longer, 
but night approaching, we were' oblig'd to part • 
the Father being as much content with my ufage 
of him, as I was latisfied with the confidence he 
repos'd in me. 
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CONVERSATION 



BETWEEN 



MY LORD D'AUBIGNTi, 

A N^ ^ 
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HAVING one day related to my Lord d*A u-i 
B I G N y the Converfarion I had with Father 

C A N A Y E ; " It is but reafon, /aid b^ that you 
(hould meet with as much franknels among us, 
as you h^ve done among the Jefuits. Do but take 

*' the trouble to hear me fpeak, and I dof>'t doubt 
but you'll find me as honourable and lingere, as the 
reverend Father you mention. 
** I muft acquaint you, in the firft pkce, that wc 
have, amongft us, very great Wits, who pro- 
pagate Janfenifm by their Writings •, vain SophiC 

*' ters, who, to credit themj^lv^s by being Janfe- 

*' nifts, entertain continual Difputes in private hou- 
fes J and wife and cunning perfons, who prudent- 
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' Lewis Steuarty Lord d*Juhigny, Uncl$ to th$ DuktrOfRiclh 
mond and Lenox, Lord Almoner to Gjueen Catherine. Set M. d^ 
St^ Evrexniond's Ljfe^ under the yearj i662 and i6(i ^. 
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ly govern both the other. You'll find in the^ 
firft a great knowledge, a competent deal of ho- 
nefly, often too much heat, and fometimes fome 
animpfity. There is in the fegond, a great deal 
of obftinacy and felf-cbnceit : thofe that are leaft 
*' ufeful, fortify the Party by their numbers ; and 
^' the mpft confiderable raife its credit by their qua-j 
^* lity. As for the Politicians, they employ every 
^* one according to his talent; and govern the 
^* whole machine, by fprings unknown to thofe ve- 
ry perlbns who are aded by t^em. 
" Thofe who preach, pr write upon GRACE, 
«' and treat that celebrated and fo long debated 
«' queftion ; thofe who place the Council above the 
*« Pope, qppofe his Infallibility, and thwart the 
«' great pretenfions of the Court of Rome, are per- 
*« fuaded of what they fay : tho capable to change 
" their opinion, if the Jefuits fhould one day think 
5« fit to alter theirs. Our Direftors do not n^ch 
f * regard the Doftrine : their principal aim is to fet 
«' up one Spciety againfl the pther ; to fecure for 
** them a Party in the Church 5 and out of a Party 
<' in the Church, a Cabal at Court. They introduce 
a reformation into a Monaftery, without reform^ 
ing themfelves : they extol penance without prac- 
f* tifing it : they caufe fome perfons, who endea^ 
*' vour to diftingqi^ themfelyes by being Angular, 
** tp diet on H[erbs, whilft they live as well as thofe 
♦' that have the mofl delicate palates. Neverthe- 
^' lefs, our Piredors, fuch as I repr^fent them, do 
^' Janfenifm more fervice by their Diredtions, than 
our befl Writers by their fine Books. 

Our prefervation is owing to a wife and pru- 
dent management: and, iflmiftake not, fhould 
ever M. d.e Believre, M. deLeoue, 
^' and M. D u G u e'^B a o n o l s, fail us, there will 
happen a great change in Janfenifm. The reafon 
of it is^ becaufe our opinions will have much ado 
" ' ^ ' ^' ta 
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•* to fubfift by themfelves : for they put an eternal 
** conftraint upon Nature ; take off from Religion 
*« what's comfortable in it, and put in its place 
" Fear, Pain, and Dclpair. The Janfcnifts, en- 
" deavouring to make all men Saints, do not find 
** ten in a whole Kingdom, to make fuch Chrif- 
*« tians as they would have them. Chriftianity is 
<« divine : but they are Men that embrace it 5 and 
*» therefore we muft, by all means, calculate every 
** thing for human capacities. Too auftere a Phi- 
«' lofophy makes few wife men ; too rigorous Po- 
** iiticks, few good fubjefts ; too hard a Religion, 
** few religious Perfons whofe devotion is of long 
** continuance. Nothing can be lading, which 
*' does not fuit with Nature. GRACE, of which 
•' we talk fo much, fuits it felf with it : for God 
*' makes ufe of the docility of our minds, and of 
" the tendemefs of our hearts, to make himfelf 
«' belov'd. 'Tis certain, that too rigid Divines 
" raife a greater averfion againft thenlfelves, than 
*' againft fins. The penance they preach up, makes 
" people prefer the eafinefs of continuing in vice, 
*' before the difficulties that attend the getting out 
*' of it. 

*' The other extreme appears to me equally vi- 
*' cious. If I hate morofe people, who make a fin 
of every thing, I hate no lefs thofe eafy and com- 
plaifant Teachers, who make a fin of nothing ; 
who countenance the depravation of nature •, and 
become fecret favourers of immorality. The 
^' Gofpel, in their hands, is more indulgent than 
Morals ; and Religion, when manag'd by them, 
does not fo ftrongly oppofe vice, as Reafon does. 
«' I love learned honeft men, who make a found 
♦* judgment of our aftions ; who ferioufly exhort 
♦' us to the good : and, as far as in them lies, dit 
♦' fuade us from the bad. I would have them know 
*' the true difference of things, by a juft and nice 

difgern- 
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** difcernment ; I would liave them diftinguifli a 
" Paflion, from the efFeft of it ; a Defign, from 
*' the execution ; Vice, from Crime ; Pleafures, 
" from Vice : I would have them excufe our frail- 
*' ties, and condemn our diforders •, I would not 
have them confound light, fimple, and natural 
appetites, with wicked and perverfe inclinations : 
*' in a word^ I am for Chriftian Morals, neither 
" fevere, nor remifs." 
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IRISH PROPHET'. 

A NOVEL. 

AT the time that Monfieur de CoMMiNCEa 
was Ambaflador from the Moft Chriftian 
King, to die King of Great Britain, there came 
to London an Irifh PROPHET, who pafs'd for 
a great performer of Miracles-, according to the 
opinion of the credulous, and, perhaps, his own 
perfuafion. Some perfons of quality having defir'd 
Monfieur de Comminges to fend for him to 
his houfe, that they might fee fome of his Prodigies, 
he was very willing to grant them that fatisfaftion, 
as well to gratify his own natural curiofity, as out of 

com- 

* Valemifte Greatraksy the Irijh Stroaker. Sa th$ Life of M* 
de St. Evremond, under the 'year 16 66^ 
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complaifance to them : and fb he fent for this pre- 
tended Prophet. 

Upon the noife, which this news made iii aU 
parts of the town, the Ambaflador's houfe was fboii 
fill'd with fick people, who came with a full affu- 
rance of being cur'd. The Irifhman made the 
company wait for him fome time ; and after an im- 
patient expe^don, the fick aiid the curious faw 
him arrive with a grave, but plain counteiiartce, 
which carried in it not the leaft mark of an im- 
ppftor. Monfieur de Commingbs prepared 
ftimfelf tb examme him td the bottbm, hoping he 
might enlarge himfelf with pleafure, on all he had 
read in Van Helmont and Bo d i n ; but, to 
his great concern, he was not able to effedl it j for 
the crowd was fo great, and the infirm prels'd on 
fb eagerly, to be cur'd firft, that they had mucb 
ado, with threats, and even force, to regulatd the!! 
ranks. 

The Irifli Prophet afcrib'd all indifpofitions to 
Spirit ; and all infirmities, according to hini, were 
Pofleflions. The firft Man that was prcfented to 
him, was one troubled with the Gout and Rheuma- 
tifm, which he had, in vain, endeavoured to get 
cur*d of. This our Wonder-maker obferving, / 
have feen hng ago^ faid he, this fort of Sprits in 
Ireland. Thefe are watry Spirits^ that bring coldnefs, 
and occafion an overflowing of humours in tbefe por 
bodies. Thou evil Spirit, who hast 

LEFT THE HABITATION OF THE WA- 
TERS, TO COME AND AFFLICT THIS 
MISERABLE BoDY, I COMMAND THEE 
TO QJUIT THY NEW ABOdE, AND I'D RE- 
*rURN TO THY ANTIENT DWELLING. 

Having faid this, the fick man retired ; and another 
came in his room, who complain'd he was tor- 
Aiented with melancholy Vapours. He was, in- 
deed, one of thofe we commonly call Hypochon- 
driacs 
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drives and Fancy-fick, altho they are but too much 
fo in effedt Airy Spirit, faid the Iriflimarti 

RETURN INTO THE AlR, TO EXERCISE 
THY POWER IN RAISING STORMS; AND 
STIR UP NO MORE HURRICANES IN THIS 
SAD AND MISERABLE BODY. 

This fick perfon made way for another, who*, 
according to the opinion of our Prophet, was 1 
punf Hobgoblin, unable to refift one moment the 
force of his Spell. He fancy'd he had found him 
out by cert^ marks which did not appear to us i 
and fmiling on the affembly, This fort of Spirits^ 
faid he, are feldom troublefom^ and generally diverting. 
In fhort, he knew every thing that related to Spi- 
rits. He was acquainted with their numbers, their 
ranks, their names, their imployments and func- 
tions •, nay, he boafted that he underftood the in- 
trigues of Demons, much better tb^^n the affairs 
of Men. 

You cannot imagine what a reputation he gained 
in a very little time. Both Catholicks and Prote^- 
ftants came to him from all parts ; and you would 
have faid, that the power of Heaven was lodg'd in 
the hands of this man, when an unexpefted Ad- 
venture deftroy*d the wonderful opinion which the 
publick had entertained of him^ 

A Country Gentleman and his Lady, who had 
been married for fome time, came to feek relief 
in his miracle-working Virtue, agabft certain Spi- 
rits of Difcord, which, they faid, diftufbed theif 
conjugal union, and the peace of their family. The 
Gendeman was about forty five years old, and 
looked like a Perfon of eftate and quality. Me- 
thinks, I have the Lady yet before my eyes. She 
was about thirty five years old, and was perfonable 
enough; but one might eafily read in her face, 
that (he had been much handfomer formerly. I 
liam*d the Hufband firft, for the dignity of his 

Tank ; 
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rank ; yet the Wife would fpeak firft : whether it 
was becaufc (he believ*d her felf to be moll tor- 
mented by her fpirir, or that (he was only promp- 
ted by the talkative appedte, which b lb natural to 
her fex. 

*' My Hulband, faid Jhe^ is one of the heft men 
*^ in the world : I give him a thoufand diiquiets, 
•' and he gives me no fewer in his turn. I would 
*^ fain live comfortably with him, and fhould not 
** fail of my defires, if a ftrange Spirit, with which 
^^ I feel my felf pofleiTed at certain times, did not 
** make me fo haughty and ill-humour*d, that there's 
^^ no enduring of me. After thefe agitations are 
*^ over, I return to my natural good humour ; and 
*^ then omit no fond endearments to endeavour to 
*^ pleafe my Hulband : but his Demon pofieiles 
•' him when mine forfakes me ; and this very Huf- 
•^ band of mine, who bears my traniports fo patient- 
•* ly, is a downright fury to me, when I am calm." 
Here ftopt our Lady, who, in all appearance, fta- 
ted her cafe truly ; and the Hufband, who feem*d 
to be no left fincere than his Wife, began his dif- 
courfe, as follows : 

" Whatever reafon I have to complain of my 
^' Wife's Devil, I am, however, obliged to him, 
*' that he has not taught her to lye ; for I muft 
*' own, that fhe has faid nothing but what is lite- 
*' rally true. All the time that fhe appears to mc 
** to be in thefe agitations, I am composed ; but 
*' as foon as her Spirit leaves her in peace, mine 
*' torments me in its turn ; and as it inipires me 
*' with new courage, and new forces, I make her 
*' then know the dependance of a Wife,, and the 
** fuperiority of a Hufband. Thus our lives arc 
*' fpent in continual war, either ofFenfive or defen- 
** five ; which makes our condition as miferable as 
*' can be imagined. Thus, Doftor, have I acquaint- 
"' cd you with our torments, and if you have a 

** remedy 
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** remedy for them, I defire you to be our deli- 
verer. The cure of a diftemper fo ftrstnge as 
this o( oiih, will bring you no fmall reputation.'^ 
Tbefe art neither Hobgoblins nor Fairies^ faid the 
Iriflimari *, they are Spirits of the firfi Order ^ and 
belong to Lucifer^ s LegioH : proud Demons *, great ene* 
mies to obedience ^ and very hard to expel. Tou will 
not taie it amifs^ Gentlemen^ piirfu'd he, turning to 
Che aflenibly, // / exarhine my Books a little -, for 
I have occaftonjor ft^ords out of the common road*' 
Upon this he withdrew into a clofet, in order to 
turn over his Books and Papers ; and after he had 
rejedted a hundred Forihs, as too weak to tombaC 
fuch poWerfiil enemies, he pitched, at laftj upon 
one that Was able, as he thought, to confound and 
expel all the Devils in Hell. 

The firft efFeft of the Conjuration was updn him* 
feif ; for his eyes began to roul in his head, with 
fo many grimaces and convulfions, that he might 
very well pais for a man poflefsM, to thofe who 
came for a remedy againft Poflefflon. After he had 
ftar'd and look'd about him, he fix*d his eyes upon 
this virtuous couple ; and ftriking both of them 
with a Wand, which could not be without virtue l 

BE GONE YE SPlilTS OF DiSSENSION, 

fays he, BE oone, and exercise discord 
IN Hell, and by your departure 
let that happy tjnion be re-esta* 
Blished, which you Have so impious- 
ly BROKEN. Then he approach'd foftly to the 
Ears of the pretended poflefs'd, and raifing the 
tone of his voice ; I hear you murmur. 
Devils, at the obedience whicit 
ye are forced to pay me! butwerb 
ve to burst with madness, ye must 
BE GONE. Depart, depart. And you^ 
my friends^ go and merrily enjoy that repofe^ which 
ye have been deprii/d of fo long, " Enough for this 
Vol. I. N •' time^ 
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*' time. Gentlemen ; I proteft to you, that I am 
•* all over in a fweat with the fatigue, which the 
*' oppofidon of thefe obflinate Devils has given 
** me. I believe I have had to deal with two thou- 
•* fand Spirits in my time, who, all together, have 
*• not given me fo much pain and trouble as thefe." 

The Devils being thus difpatch'd away, the Irifli- 
man retir'd ; all the company went out of the 
houfe; and our married couple returned to their 
lodgings, with a fadsfadHon more miraculous than 
the Prodigy which had been wrought in their fa- 
vour. When they came home, every thing appear- 
ed agreeable to them, upon this new ^teraaon of 
mind, which created a new difpofition in their fen- 
fcs. They found a fmiling air in every diing; 
they lookM upon themfelves with pleafure ; and 
were not wanting in fweet and tender words to ex- 
prels their love. But, vain delights, how litde de- 
pendance there is upon your duradon! and how 
prepofteroufly do perfons, that are bom to misfor- 
tunes, rejoice when they obtain t)ne fhort moment 
of happinefs ! 

Such was the tranquillity of our married couple, 
when a Lady of their acquaintance came, to will 
them joy for their cure. They anfwer'd this dvi- 
lity in a very obliging manner ; and the ufual coffi- 
phments, on this occafion, being made and retuni'4 
the Hulband began a very pertinent converiariofl 
upon the happy condition they were now in, after 
fo many mifcries they had endur'd. His Wife, ci- 
ther to caufe a greater admiration of this Miradc, 
or elfe to pleafe her own malicious humour, en- 
larg'd her felf with fatisfaftion upon the tricb 
which her Devil had fuggefted to her, to torment 
her Hulband. Upon which, the Hulband, jttito 
of the honour of his Devil, or, at leaft of his o'?' 
authority, gave her to underftand, " That (he talked 
** too feelingly of things paft, the remembraflff 

" wherrf' 
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*' whereof was fo irkfome to him/* He added, 
*• That confidering all was now well, (he ought to 
*' think of nothing elfe, but that Obedience which 
*' a Wife owes to her Hufband ; as he would only 
** be foUicitbus, on his fide, how to make a fctw- 
*• fill ufe of his privileges, in order to make their 
** condition as happy for the future, as it had been 
** unfortunate for the time paft." 

The Wife, highly offended at the word OW/- 
enccy and yet more at the fevere injunftion to hold 
her tongue, brought all the arguments fhe could 
think o^ to maintain an equality in Marriage, fay- 
ing, ^at the Devils were not at fuch a dijiance^ 
hut they might be recall^ d^ in cafe this equality was 
infrin^d. 

The Lady abovementiotfd, who was as difcreet 
4Uid judicious as any of her fex, wifely reprefented 
to her the Duty of Wives ; and, at the fame time, 
preached up the conduft and good management 
that Hufbands are obliged to ufe. But her reafons, 
infbad of pacifying, did but more incenfe her, fo 
that fhe became more infupportable than before; 
Tou are in the rights dear Wife^ replied the Huf^ 
band, the Devils were not gone fo far^ but they were 
eaftly recalled ; ot" rather^ you were fo endearing to 
yours J that he refohes to continue with you^ mtwitb* 
Jlanding the pjitive command that was (aid upon him 
to leave you. I am too weak to cope alone with you 
and him ; which obliges me to retire j expofd^ as I am^ 
to fuch an unequal combat. *^ And I likewife, re- 
•' tire, fays Jhe^ with this Spirit, that will not aban- 
** don me. He mufl be a very iU-humour'd fort 
*' of a Devil, indeed, if he is not more Ibciablp 
*^ than fo troublefom and fo crofs a Hufband." 
Then, turning towards her friend ; " Before I go, 
** faid fhe to ber^ I am glad I have an occafion, Ma- 
** dam, to tell you freely, that I expe&ed quite 
^^ another treatment fix>m your friendfhip, and that 

N 2 ** you 
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you have forgot the intereft, which obliges you 

to take a Witc's part, againft the ill ufage of her 
*' Hufband. 'Tis a very llrange thing, that I 
*' ftiould be run down by one, that ought to have 
" cfpous'd my quarrel. Adieu, Madam, adieu > 

your vifits do me a great deal of honour ; but 

one may very well be without them, if this be all 
*' the good they do/* 

Our good, but over-difcreet Lady, was extreme- 
ly furprizM at this compliment ; being- now con- 
vinced by her own experience, that even Wifdom 
may over-(hoot it felf, and that, for the moft part, 
we make an ill ufe of our reafon, with thofe who 
have none. You may imagine fhe did not ftay long 
alone, in a houfe where nothing was talk'd of but 
Devils ; and nothing done, but what was extrava- 
gant to the higheft degree. 

The Hufband pafs'd the reft of the day, and all 
the night, in his Chamber, afhamM of the fliort- 
livM joy he had received 5 vex'd at the prefent ftate 
of affairs ; and refledin^ with great anxiety of 
mind, upon what he might cxpedl for the future 
As the agitation of the Wife had been much more 
violent, fo was it of much (horter duration -, and 
returning foon t6 her felf, Ihe made melancholy re- 
flexions upon the lofs of thofe Pleafures, of which 
flie faw her felf deprived. 

A certain reftlefe Spirit fuffer'd few moments 
to pafs, without expoftulating with the Spirit of 
Difcord, why it fhould facrifice its intereft and 
pleafures, thus to no purpofe. This Spirit, whidi 
particularly fways thofe of the Fair Sex, but chief- 
ly a-nights, when they cannot fleep, bad its de- 
fir*d efteft upon our JLady -, (o that rcfigning her 
felf up purely to the condud of Nature, (he 
awak'd her Hufband as foon as 'twas day, defign- 
ing to afcribe all paft diforders to a fbange Power, 
which was neither natural nor human, / am fatif 
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jied^ faid (he, in the lucid interval t enjoy at prefent^ 
that our Spirits did not immediately leave uSj when 
our Irijh DoBor commanded them to be gone : and if 
you^ll take my advice^ my dear but too unhappy Huf- 
band^ we will go again^ and beg of him a ftronger and 
more effeSiual Conjuration. 

The poor Hulband, opprefs'd with grief as he 
,was, would not have repelPd an injury ; judge then 
if he was not very glad to find fo unexpefted a 
calm ; and tenderly affefted with this amorous re- 
turn in his Spotife : " Let us bemoan, my dear, 
*' fayi he to her^ let yxs bemoan our common miC- 
** fortune55 and go a fecond time to feek a remedy, 
'* which at firft we could not obtain." 

The Wife was agreeably furpriz'd at this difcourfe ; 
for, inftead of a troublefom Demon, whofe infults 
fhe expefted, Ihe happily found a tender and com- 
paffionate Hufband, who gave her comfort for 
that very uneafinels fhe had given him ; and of 
which he himfelf had bore the greateft (hare. 
They fpent an hour or two to poflefs one another 
with a mutual confidence, and placing all their 
hopes in the mighty fkill of the Prophet, they re- 
turn*d to the houfe of Monfieur de Comminges, 
^n order to procure ^ ^nore powerful relief, than that 
which they nad try*d before. 

S^carce had they enter*d the Ghapel, but the Irifh- 
man perceiv'd them, and calling them fo loud, that 
he might be heard by all the Company ; Comej 
lays he to them, come^ declare the ACracle which 
has been effected in you ; and make your acknowledj^ 
ments to that almighty PoweTy which has delivered 
you from the wretched Jlavery under ^hich you groaned. 
The Wife, without any confultation, unmediately 
replied, " That as for the teftimony he demand- 
'* ed of them, they were ready to give it to the 
*' obftinacy of the Devils, but not to his (kill : 
*' for, in truth, venerable Father, added fhe^ fince 

N 3 " your 
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your fine operation, they have tormented us, as 
it were, out of fpitc, more violently than ever.'* 
Tou are incredulous^ cried out our good Irifliman 
in a wonderful paffion ; or at leaft ungratiful^ wh 
malicioujly deny tbofe benefits ye hav^ receivel 
Come intheTj let me convi^ you of incredulity or 
malice. 

When they came near him, he nicely eicamin'd 
all the lines in their faces : he particularly obferv*d 
their looks 5 and, as if he had difcover*d in their 
eye-balls fome impreflion of thefc Spirits ; Tou are 
in the right j fays he all amaz'd, you are in the right ; 
tbey are not yet (U/lod^d. Tbey are too deeply rootd 
in your bodies^ to furrender at the firft fummonSj but 
tbey mujl hold faji indeed^ if the ff^ords I am now gh 
ing to pronounce J dorft ejeSl them : Lbave, votr 

ACCURSED RACE, AN HABITATION OF 
REPOSE TOO GOOD FOR YOU, AND GO 
AND RAVE FOR EVER IN PLACBS,WH£RI 
DWELL HORROR, MADNESS, AND DE- 
SPAIR. •7/i done^ my friends^ you are moft cer- 
tainly delivered : but return no morey I intreat y. 
/ owe my time to all the worlds and you have bad m 
much of it as comes to your Jbare. 

Now our Patients fuppos'd themfelves at the end 
of all their misfortunes. This day feem'd as hap- 
py to them as the firft of their marriage, and the 
night was expefted with the fame impatience, as 
that of their Nuptials had been formerly. Thij 
night, fo much defir*d, came ; but, alas ! how ill 
did it ^fwer their expeftations ! Too much Love 
c^fes the Ihame of Lovers ; and I leave the Rea- 
der to imagine the confufion of an adventure, 

Where excefs of defire 
"Does extinguijh the fire^ 

•Twas 
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*Twas happy for the Hufband, that his Wife 
accufed the Devils that were innocent •, for, fhe 
was now fatisfied, that our famous Prophet was 
a wretched Hibernian 5 who, for all his pretences, 
had not fkill enough to conjure down an Ignis 
fatuus. - 

Sometimes flie imputed to her felf this non-per- 
formance of her Hufband, after the example of 
the Spanifh Women, who attribute to themfelves 
on thefe occafions the failings of their Lovers ; 
as being perfuaded, that the force of their Charms 
ought neither to fubmit to the infirmity of Na- 
ture, nor to the power of Witchcraft. Thus the 
Wife, who accus'd her Hufband in every thmg elfe, 
where he was moft innocent, juftifies him where he 
was moft deficient ; and rather chofe to impute a 
want of vigour in him, to a want of charms in 
her felf, than to a real defeft, which would prove 
eternally deftruftive of her pleafures. But as a 
Lady doth not willingly entertain a thought in*' 
jurious to the intereft of her Beauty, (he immedi- 
ately recall'd to her mind, the malice of the De-* 
vils, and turned her confufion into anger againft 
the Irifhman, who had not fkill enough to expel 
them. We have^ faid fhe angrily and as if fhe 
had been infpired, we have too long been made 
fools by this forry Bogg-trotter \ but now I find that 
*tis nonfenfe to expert our deliverance from him. How-^ 
ever^ it is not enough that we are undeceii/d 1 jujiice 
obliges us to undeceive others as well as our filveSy 
and to make known to the worlds either his rogufty^- 
or folly. 

'' My dear, reply* d the Hufband^ 'tis undoubtedly 
true, that the misfortune of this night is purely 
owing to our Devils. The Irifhman thought ta 
^' banter them, but they refolved to rioicule him 
*' and us in their turn. You know me, and I know 
♦^ my felf \ fuch a flrange adventure coyld not na-» 

N 4 *' Wrally 
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^^ rurally happen : I fay, it could not nalvir^y hap- 
" pen; and therefore fee what we got t>y thefe 
** Conjurations. But, my Dear, continued he^ when 
^^ you take the Impoftor to talk, don^c mention 
^^ the particulars \ and lee nothing flip which may 
*' tend to our fhame. All family fecrets ought 
^^ to be concealed ; but this in a more pardcmar 
*• manner." 

The Wife had like to take pet, to fee her iiblf 
fufpe^led of fuch an indifcretion : but not p em- 
broil things anew, that were tending tp a good 
accommodation, (he promifed {o to manage her felf, 
that none but the Irifliman fhould find fault with 
her proceeding. 

We ufually feek the night to cotnceal our (hame, 
but the day here appear'd to difpel it ; smd thefe 
unhappy Perfons, who were not yet well recov^d 
of their misfortune, turned their thoughts with the 
Sun who enlivens all things, towards the hopes 
that their affairs would change for the better. 
They rofe out of their bed with more tranquilli- 
ty than they had found there ; and after a imall 
Breakfafl, and a little Converfation, to fbrdfy their 
bodies, and reconcile their mmds, they went in 
peace and good union towards the ho.uie, whither 
they had gone twice with confidence, and from 
whence they had twice returned without any re- 
lief. They were there informed, that the Irifhman 
was gone to St. James's, to perform fome Wonders 
there, at the defire of my Lord d'Aubigny, fo 
well known to all the world for one of the mofl 
agreeable men that ever liv*d. Behold then fomc 
of the Prodigies which I obfervM at St. James's, 
with leis credulity than the multitude, and with lefi 
prejudice than my Lord d' A u b i c n v. 

Already did the Blind fuppofe they faw that lig^C, 
they did not fee : already did the Deaf imagine 
they heard, and heard not: thq iLaqie already i 

thought ' 



\ 



M. DP PT- PYRPMQND. jio| 

thpughf they wpre grown well, and the Impotent 
fanpy'fi thpy had recover'd thp firft ijfe of their 
lirnbjs. A ftrpng ide^ of Health had made the fick 
forget their Diftempers; and Imagination, whid| 
was no lefs addve in the curious, than in the fick, 
gave the firft a falfe profpedt, thro' their defire of 
feeing, as it gave a falfe cure to the fecond, thra* 
their defire of being cur'd. Such was the Power 
pf the Irishman upon our minds : fuch was the 
force of our minds upoi^ our fenfes. , Thus nothing 
was tal)c'd of but Prodigies ; and thefe prodigies 
came from fo great an authority, that the afto- 
jiifti'd multitude received them with fubmiffion, 
whilft fome more knowing perfons durft not rejeft 
them by their knowledge. A timorous- and flavifli 
Icnowledge, paid ^ reipe(^ to an imperious and au- 
thorized error : die foul was weak, when the un- 
derftanding was foiund ; and thofe who faw beft in- 
to thefe imaginary Cures, durft opt fpeak their real 
fentiments among a preji^dic^d and deluded herd of 
believers. 

Sych was the triumph of the Irifl;iman, when our 
married couple couragioirfly broke thro' the crowd, 
to come and infult him in all his majefty. .^r/ not 
thou ajhatjfdj faid the Wife to him, to ahufe the 
fimple and credulous people as thou dofi^ l?y pretend- 
ing to a Power which thou never hadji ? Thou haft 
enjoined our Devils to leave us in quiet j and they have 
but tormented us the more for it. Thou haft command- 
ed them to he gone^ yet they ftill obftinately refolve to 
ftay^ in fpite of thy orders^ and equally deride our 
fooli/h credulity^ and thy impotent efforts. The* 
Huft)and continu'd the fagfie reproaches, with the 
fame contempt, even fb far as not to allow him the 
name of Impoftor ; becaufe, laid he, there was need 
of Wit for an impofture, and this mifcraUe wretch 
wanted even that. 

Our 
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Oxir Prophet loft his fpccch, with the lols of the 
Authority that made him^ venerable ; and this for- 
midable power, eftablifh^d on a fuperftitious fubjec- 
tion of the mind, came to nothing, {o foon as there 
appeared perfons bold enough to difown it. Thus 
furpriz'd and confounded, our Irifhrnan withdrew, 
and went out at the back-door. However, he was 
lefe mortified than the Aflembly ; there being no- 
thing that a man receives with fo much latisfadion, 
as the opinion of things marvellous, nor leaves with 
more difficulty and concern. As for my Lord 
D* A u B I G N V, he foon reckoned this Prophet in 
the fame clais with a hundred others, whom he had 
try*d. 

All the Company retired, a(ham*d of their eafi- 
nefe to be abufed, and yet vex'd at the lofe of their 
error. Our married couple, glorious and trium- 
phant, enjoyM the pleafures of Viftory, without any 
farther thoughts of the Devils: and my Lord d*Au- 
B I G N Y, who with a wonderful facility pafs'd from 
one humour to another, immediately quitted the 
grave and the marvellous, to give himfelf the plea- 
fure of laughing with me, at what had happenU 
He did not Hop here ; for his curiofity led him to 
a more particular acquaintance with the Lady, who 
told him all the paf&ges of their imaginary PoffcA 
Con. 
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A LETTER 

T O 

The Marquis DE CREQUT. 

AFter having lived in the conftraint of Courts,, 
I take up with the comfort of ending my 
days in the freedom of a Commonwealth, where 
if nothing is to be hoped for, there's at leaft no- 
thing to be fear'd. It would be fcandalous for a 
young man not to enter the world, with a defign 
to make his fortune. But when we are upon the 
decline. Nature calls us back to our felves ; and 
the fentiments of Ambition yielding to the love of 
our Repofe, we find it a bleffing to live in a 
Coujitry, where the Laws guard us againft the 
wills of men ; and where, to be fecure of all, we 
need only be fecure of our felves. 

To this bleffing we may add. That the Ma^ 
giftrates have a great f^ay in their Offices for the 
intereft of the Publick -, but are litde diftinguifh'd 
in their Perfons, by private advantages ; fo that 
here are no odious Diftinftions offenfive to men 
of breeding ; no needlefs Dignities ; no cumberfom 
Greatnefs, which cramps Liberty, without enlarging 
one's Fortune. Here men in authority procure 
our Repofe, without expedting any acknowledg- 
ment, or even any refpeft for the fervices they 

do 

* M. de St. Rvrtmond wrot$ this Litter in the t^ar X/^ j^ 
0ftir he was pnf ioisk fiom EngUtnd to HulUnd. 
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do US, They are fevere in the execution of the 
orders of the State ; ftiff in the management of 
xjbfi intercft of their Country with foreign NajcioDs ^ 
mild and tradable with their Fellow-burghers ; 
cafy with all forts of private Perfons. The bot- 
tom of equality ftill* remgjjps, fiotwithftanding 
Power -, and therefore credit never makes a man 
infolent, and the Governqr^ never bear hard on 
thofe that are governed. 

As for Taxes, they are indeed very great •, but 
they are f^hfully laid out ^or the .pubudc gqpd, 
and leave every one the comfort of contributing 
only for himfclf. Therefore the love people h^ve 
here for their Country is not to be wondered at, 
fince^ properly ipe^ii>g, 'riis no more than Self- | 
love. But I dwell too long on the Government, 
without mentioning hirn who ifcems to have the 
greateft (hare in it *. To do him juftice, nothing 
cquajs his Capacity but his Difintcreftednefs and 
Spirit. 

Spiritual matters are managed with the like 
moderation. The difference of Religion, which in 
other places raifes fo many commotions, does not, 
in the leaft, ruffle here the minds of people : every 
one fecks Heaven after his own way ; and thofe 
who are thought to go aftray, are more pitied 
than hated, and befpeaJc from others a pure Cha- 
rity, free from the indifcretion of miftaken ?eal. 

As there is nothing perfedt every way in this 
World, we find here fewer polite perfons than 
men fit for bufinefs ; and more good fenfe in the 
management of affairs than delicacy in cpnverla- 
jtion. The Ladies are very civil, and the Men are 
fo eafy as not to take it ill of one, if he prefers 
their Wives company to theirs. The latter are fo- 
ciable enough for an amufement j but have not 

vivacity 

• The Penjffi^ry I>$ JUff. 



^ivacity enough to difhirb a m^n'^ repofe. Nof 
but fome of them are vety lovely ; but theft there 
is nothing to be eipefted from them ; which may 
be afcrJb'd either to their difcretidn, or to theiif' 
hatufal coldrieft, which ferves them iitftead of vir- 
tue. Whatever iliay be the reafon of it, ^^e find 
in Holland a certain refervednefi generally efta* 
bliHi^d, and I know not what tradition of Chaftity, 
Which paflTes from Mother to Daughter, like ati 
Article of Faith. 

*Tis true, they, do hot find feult ^ith the Gal- 
lantry of young Women, who ari^ honf^ftly allowed 
to ufe all inndcent hefps to get Husbands. Sotiid 
conclude the courfe of their Gallantry in a happy^ 
Marriage •, while others, more unfortunate, reed 
themfelves with vain hopes of a condition. Which 
is daily put off, and never comes. Thel& long 
amufements, however, ought not to be imputed 
to any meditated defign of infidelity. A man 
finds himfelf difgufted at long run ; and a diiguflfc 
for his Miftrefs breaks his refolutioris of making 
her his Wife : thus fearing to pafs for a deceiver, 
he has not courage enough to break ofi^, at the 
fame time, when he is not Willing to come to a 
conclufion ; and fo what by the power of habit 
and long acquaintance, what out of a foolifh vanity 
of being thought conftant, a man makes a fhift 
to keep up languiffiingly the miferabie remains of 
a worn-out paflion. Some examples of this nature, 
have put very ferious refleftions into the heads 
of fome young Women, who confider Marriage 
as an amorous Adventure, and their natural con- 
dition as the true ftate in which they ought to 
continue. 

As for the Wives, when they have once 
^iven their Faith, they think they have no 
right to difpofe of themfelves, and feem to know 
nothing in the world, but barely their duty. They 

would 
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would make k z confcience to allow themfelves 
the liberty of aSe&ions which the chafteil Women 
rdenre to themfelves in other places, without any 
regard to their obligations or depcndance. Here 
the ieaft liberties pals for Infidelity ; and Infidelity, 
which pafles for a genteel merit in agreeable Cour^ 
is redcon'd the fouleft of all vices with this honeft 
Nation, which is very wife as to the condud of its 
Government, but unexperienced as to refined Plca- 
fiires, and a polite way of living. The Husbands 
reward the fidelity of their Wives, by a great fub- 
je6tion ; and if contrary to this received cullom, a 
Man fhould afieft to be lord and mafter in hb own 
houfe, the Wife wou'd be pitied by all her nei^ 
boors, as the mod unfortunate of her Csx ; and die 
Husl^d exclaim'd againft as a very ill-natured 
fellow. 

A wretched experience has given me judgment 
enough, at my own expence, to diftinguifh be- 
tween thefe things, and makes me regret that 
time wherein we receive more fatisfaftion from 
fenfe than knowledge. Sometimes I call to mind 
what I have been, to re-animate what I am at pre- 
fent ; and fi-om this remembrance of my former 
fendments, is form'd a certain difpofition to ten* 
dernefs, or at Ieaft a removal fi-om indolence. 
A happy tyranny that of our Paflions, which make 
up all the pleafures of our lives ! An irkfomc 
empire that of Reafon, if it robs us of all our a- 
greeable thoughts, and keeps us in an unprofitable 
idlenefi, inftead of eftablifhing a true repofe ! 

I will not trouble you with a long account of 
the Hague : 'tis enough to tell you, that Travel- 
lers are charm'd with it, after they have feen the 
magnificence of Paris, and the rarities of Italy. 
On one fide you fee a Walk to the Sea, worthy 
of the grandeur of the old Romans : on the other 
you enter a Wood, which is the moft agreeable 

^ one 



M. DB ST. EVREMOND. 207 

one that ever I beheld in my life. In the very 
fame place you fee Houfes enough to make a 
great City, and rows of Trees fufficient to make 
a delicious Solitude. At certain private hours, you 
find here all the innocent pleafures that the Country 
affords ; at that of publick meeting, all the bufy 
chat and noife, which the moft populous Cities are 
able to furnifli. . Their Houfes are more free than 
in France, at the appointed times Tor receiving 
Company ; but more referved than in Italy, when 
too exaft a regularity obliges ftrangers to with- 
draw, and reduces the family to a clofe way of 
living. We now and then go to make our court 
to the young Prince', who will have reafon i;o 
complain of me, for telling you only, that a per- 
fbn of his Age and Quality was never mailer of fo 
much good fenfe and judgment. To fay all, I muft 
tl?ll you things that would not be believed ; and by a 
fecret impulfe of felf-love, I chufe rather to pals 
over in filence what I know, than not to be be- 
liev'd in acquainting you with what you know 
not 

5 The Vrince of Orange^ {afterwards King William III.) w'*? 
was then hut 14 Years of Age. 
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TH E I DE A 

OF A WOMAN 

That never ii/os^ Har will ever be fotini. 

IN all the beautiful ^effonS \ ivef fa^, if fcwift 
things were to be admired, there Were t)thdft 
not to be touched upon, or fuch as wef e to be (fifl 
guis'd with much artifice ; for to fj>eak the tMHa^ 
It is hard to commend all, and be fihcere. I arfi 
obliged to E M I L I A for leaving me purely in tny 
natural temper, equally inclined to coitiraena whafs 
commendable, as to keep exa6lly t6 th6 tfuth. 
As Ihe docs not ftand in need of favOlir or kitfd- 
nefs, I have no occafion either to conceal or fes- 
ter. To her it is owing, that I can now praifc 
without complaifance -, from her it proceeds, that 
the mod prying obfervcrs lofe that malicious ni- 
cety, which is only employed in feeking out faults ; 
and as fhe inlpires them with other thoughts, they 
pafs with fatisfadtion from their ufual cenfures, to 
their real approbations. 

It is certain that the generality of Women arc 
more indebted to our flattery, than to their own 
merits, for the Praifes they receive from us. But 
Emilia is obliged only to her felf, for the jufldce 
which is done her ; and fecure that fhe deferves 
praife, 'tis her fole intereft that men Ihould noc 
conceal ic. 

And indeed, if her enemies fpeak of her, it is 
not in their power to betray their confcicnce, and 

they 



they confefe with as much truth as reluftance, the 
advantages which they are obliged to acknowledge 
in her : if her friends enlarge themfelves upon her 
comrtiendatidns, it is not poflible for them to add 
any thing to the merit which afFe£ls them. Thus 
the former are forc'd to fubmit to truths when 
they would follow the diftates of their malice ; 
and the others, with all their friendfhip, are but 
barely juft to her 5 nor is it in their power to be 
either officious or partial. She therefore expeds 
nothing from afFeftion, as fhe fears nothing from 
^leen, in the judgments that are made of her. 
But fmce every one is free to conceal his opinions^ 
Emilia may have reafdn to fear the malice of 
Silence, the only prejudice that Rivals and Enemies 
can do her. But let us come from generals, to <ik 
mott particular Defcription of her Perfon; 

All her Features lare regular, which but feldonl 
happens : all her Features are regular and agreea* 
ble^ which is fcarce ever feen ; for it feenw, that 
the caprice of nature produces agreeablenefs front 
irregularity, and that complete Beauties, who have 
sdways fomething to make them be admired, haVd 
rarely the fecret to pleafe. Emilia has (park- 
ling Eyes, her Complexion is delicate and fmooth^ 
with the beft mixture of red and white that cart 
be imagined. Whiteneis of Teeth, and Vermi- 
lion of .Lips, are expreffions too general for a fe- 
cttt and particular Charm, which I cannot defcribe* 
Were it not for her, that fine turn of the lower 
part of the face, wherein the Antients placed beau- 

g, would be found no where but in the idea of 
me Painter, or in the defcriptions which anti- 
quity hath left us : and to animate all this, yoii 
ice in her looks a lively frefliiiefs, a healthful clear 
Complexion 5 and fuch a plumpnefs as does not 
make us apprehend her growing fatter. 

Vol I. O H« 
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Her Shape is of a juft fizc, well proportiotfd, 
and eafy : as far from conftrainc, as from chat 
affeftcd negligence, which makes a Woman's body 
look disjointed from the hips, and fpoils a good 
carriage. Add to thefe, a noble Air, a grave but 
natural Afpeft, neither formal, nor wild. Her 
laughter, fpeech, and a6Hons, are all agreeable and 
decent. 

Her Wit is extenfive, without being vaft ; ne- 
ver lofing it felf fo far in general thoughts, as 
not to be able to return eafily to particular confi- 
derations. Nothing efcapes her penetration ; her 
difcernment leaves nothing unknown : and I can't 
fay, whether fhe b« more ready at unfolding a 
myftery, or at making a found judgment upon 
things that appear. She can keep counfel, with- 
out being myfterious ; knowing equally when to 
fpeak, and when to be filent. In her ordinary Ora- 
vcrfation, (he fays nothing with ftudy, and nothii^ 
at a venture ; the leaft matters difcover attcndoDy 
and there appears nothing ftrain'd in the moft fc- 
rious ; her livelieft Difcourfes are exad, and her 
moft natural Thoughts expreft with a delicate tura. 
But Ihe defpifes thofe lucky hits that fall from the 
mind without choice, and without judgment ; whid 
as they are generally admir'd, fo, for the moft 
part, they make thofe little efteem'd that fpeak 
them. 

. In all her Perfon, you fee fomething great and 
noble, which proceeds from a fecret relation be- 
tween the air of the Face, the qualities of the WQnd, 
and thofe of the Soul. 

If (he followed her natural inclination, Ihe would 
be too magnificent ; but a juft confiderarion of 
her affaii s reftrains her, and fhe chufeth rather to 
confine die generofity of her humour^ than to fall 
into a condition, where fhe muft ftand in need 
of that of otjbers j equally rqfolvcd not to be bc' 

holden 
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holden to thofe about her, as ready to ferve 
Strangers, and warm for the intereft of her Friends. 
Not that thefe confiderations make her quit fo 
noble an Inclination ; (he only regulates it in the 
management of her fortune : her natural temper, 
and her reafon, making her difinterefted, but not 
negligent. 

Her good fenfe and dexterity, fufficiently appear 
in her management of affairs, where (he engages 
freely, provided fhe finds a profpeft of any iblid 
advantage either for her felf, or her friends. But 
ihe hates to aft merely out of a fpirit of reftlef- 
nefe ; being equally averfe to bufy impertinent ftir- 
ring, and to an unaftive lazineis, which vainly af- 
fefts the name of Tranquillity, to cover a real 
Carele&efs. 

After having defcribed fo many fine qualities, *tis 
time to fee what impreffions they make upon our 
Soul, and what pafles in her own. She has fomc- 
what majeftical, that commands our Relpeft ; fome- 
what fweet and obliging, that wins our IncHna- 
tion. She attradls and retains us, and we always 
approach her with defires that we dare not to ex- 
prefi. 

To confider her within, I don't believe her un- 
capable of the fentiments fhe gives : but as (he 
Jias no lefs a command over her felf, than over 
you, (he maflers in her own heart by reafon, what 
refpeft conflrains in yours. Nature is fo feeble ia 
fbme Souls, that they have not the power to form 
any defires ; fo boifterous in others, that it pro- 
duces tran(ports and pa(fions : exaft in £ m i l i a^ 
it has made the heart fenfible, which ought to be 
fo ; and has given to reafon, which ought to com- 
mand, an abfolute empire over her motions. Hap- 
py (he, that complies with the tendeme(s of her 
Sentiments, without intere(fing the delicacy of her 
Choice, or that of her Condud : happy, who in a 

O z Corre^ 
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Corrcfpondence eflablifh'd for the comfort of life, 
contents her felf with the approbation of the bet- 
ter fort, and her own fatisfaidion -, who fears not 
the murmurs of the Envious, that are jealous of all 
Pleafures, and mahcious againft all Virtues. 

We know by an infinite number of repeated 
examples, that the Mind is blinded by Paflion ; 
and that Love can never be truly f^d to have eftar 
blifh'd his power, till he has ruined that of our 
Reafon : but our admiration of £ m i l i a increa&Sy 
as our knowledge becomes more refin'd ; and that 
Paflion, which always appeared a mark of folly, 
is here the trueft effeft of our judgment. 

The great enemies of Em i jl i a, are only thofe 
who have a falfe knowledge of things ; and her 
friends are all fuch as know how to judge with 
Difcretion. Every Man has more or leis affcftion 
for her, according as he has more or leis nicety ; 
and he that can difcover every day fome new 
Charms in her, to make him be the more in bve 
with her, is fatisfy'd that he improves in his ju(%- 
ment. Some Peifons have no occafion for fo loi^ 
an inquiry, and for fo flow a fludy. At the firft 
fight they are touched with her merit, without the 
knowledge of it ; and feel fecret mon<His of efteem 
as well as inclination for her. Scarce has fheut- 
ter'd fix words, but they find her the moft rca- 
fonable perfon in the world : no body ever appeared 
to them fo civil, nor fo chafte ; and yet they know 
nothing of her behaviour and conduct. They 
frame, as it were, by infliinft, the mod advaata- 
geous thoughts of her Virtue ; and whea their Rea- 
fon is afterwards confulted, inftead of condemmng 
the furprize, it does but approve fuch happy and 
jufl: prepofleflions. 

Amongfl: the advantages of Emilia, one of 
the greateft, in my opinion, is to be always tbc 
liime, and always pleafing : for we find, that tfcc 

gaycll 
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gayeft Humour doth, at length, become tirefom ; 
the moft fertile Imagination is at laft exhaufted, 
and makes you languifli with it -, the moft ani- 
mated Vivacity, either difgufts or wearies you. 
This is the reafon why Women fometimes ftand 
in need of fome caprices to affeft us ; or elfe are 
obliged to relieve their converfation by fome di- 
verfions, to revive us. She whom I defcribe, pleafes 
by her felf alone, and at all times ; an eternal 
evennels never affords us a quarter of an hour's 
diftafte. We are glad if we can find with others, 
one agreeable hour -, we fhould complain to pals 
one tedious minute with her. Vifit her in any 
condition, upon any occafion, you go to a certain 
Pleafure, and to an aflur'd Satisfaction. Here is 
not an Imagination that at firft furprizes, and foon 
after tires you. Her ferious moments do not make 
you purchafe a folid Converfation at the lofs of 
tjaiety : her Reafon pleafes, and her Judgment is 
agreeable. 

rU conclude by a quality, which ought to be 
confider^d before all the reft. She is Devout, with- 
out Superftition, and without Melancholy ; far re- 
mote from that infirmity, which fancies Miracles 
wrought in every thing, and at every turn is 
intoxicated with fupernatural nonfenfe ; averfe to 
thofe folitary humours, which infenfibly diffufe in 
the mind a hatred of the World, and an anti- 
pathy to Pleafure. 

^ She is not of opinion, that we ought to retire 
fi*om human Society, to feek God in the horrors 
of folitude : *fhe doth not believe, that to difen- 
gag*e one's felf from a civil Life, and to break off 
the deareft and moft reafonable Commerce, is to 
be united to God, but rather to be tied to one's 
felf, and fooliflily to purfue one's own Imagina- 
tion. She hopes to fimd God amongft Men, where 
his Goodnefs is moft adive, and his Providence 

O 3 appears 
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appears to be more worthily employed ; and there 
fhe endeavours, by his afliftance, to enlighten her 
Reafon, to perfcft her Manners, to regulate her 
Conduct, both as to the care of Salvadon^ and 
the duties of Life. 

Thus I have given you the Defcription of a ff^^ 
man that is not to be founds if 'tis po0ible for one 
to make the Defcription of a thing that is not ; 
*tis rather the idea of an accompli/hed Perfon. I 
would not look for it amon^ the Alen^ becaufc 
there is always wanting in their converfation, fome- 
thing of that fweetnefs which we meet in that of 
IVonun : and I thought it lefs impofllble to find 
in a Woman the ftrongeft and Ibundefl: Reafon (rf 
Men, than in a Man thofe Charms and Endear- 
ments that are fo natural to Women. 

A LETTER 

T O 

THE COUNT DE LIONNE', 

SIR, 

IF I could difcharge all the obligations you have 
laid on me, by thanks, I would moft humbly 
return you a thoufand ; but fince the leaft of the 
pains you have taken for me, is worth more than 
all the compliments in the world, I wpul4 have 

you 

' Firft M^fler of the Horfe of thi Kini's Gnat StahU^ M 
Nephew to the Marjuis d$ Lionne^ A6mfitr 4^d Secrftary ^ 
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you to quit fcorcs with your felf, by the pleafure 
which a Man of honour finds in obliging others. 
You'll lay, perhaps, I am ungrateful : if I am, *tis 
not, at leaft, after the ordinary rate ; and knowing, 
as I do, the delicacy of your tafte, I believe I 
Ihall pleafc you more by a refin'd Ingratitude, than 
by too common a Gratitude. If, by misfortune, 
this way of dealing fhould not pleafe you, juftify 
me your felf •, and by what you have done for 
me, judge of my grateful fenfe, which, indeed, is 
fuch as it ought to be. Whatever be the fuccefe 
of your endeavours, I (hall always be infinitely 
oblig'd to you ; and the good intentions of thofe 
who would do me fervice, are ever very agreeable 
and acceptable to me, altho they prove not fuc- 
cefsful. 

As for the Papers you mention, they are en- 
tirely at your dUpofal 5 for nothing belongs to 
us with more Right, than what we get by our 
Induftry. Your dexterity in making this theft, de- 
ferv'd a better recompence, by making you light 
on fomething more curious. *Tis impoflible to tell 
me more ingenioufly than you do, that Emilia' 
is not much liked by the Ladies of Paris. To 
fpeak the truth, fhe's fomewhat Dutch-built : her 
Plumpnefi enclines me to think that (he drinks 
foggy beer ; and her Devotion, that fhe carries 
her Bible under her arm every Sunday, I beg of 
you not to give any body a copy of the little Pieces 
I fend you, except the Letter which the Prince 
DE TuRENNE has ask*d of you, in order to 
ferve me, and which you had done well to have 
given him before now. I have made fome addi» 
tions to the Dijfertation on Mr. R a ci n e's ^ex- 
ander^ which make it appear to me more tole- 

4 rablc 

^ See the (brmi^g IMa pf 4 Wiman that muf wa^ wr 
fVfr vfiU t§ fiuna. 
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rablc than when you faw it. If the Earl of St, 
Albans dcfires to fee what's in your hands, you 
may gratify his curiofity ; for I have not one 
thought, that I would not tnift him with. 

I Ihould extremely rejoice to fee the Marquis 
D E C OE u V R E s*s Son married with the Daughter 
of the Marquis de Lionne, Minifter of State, 
having always been a very humble Servant of 
both the Fathers. But when Icondder that I faw 
the Marquis de Cobuvrss married ; and hisSon, 
with his Bib, come to the Bifhop of La on*, 
whom he calPd Papa^ to bid him Good Morrow ♦, 
J make a melancholy refleftion on my age ; and 
lifting up my eyes to Heaven, with a ftirug of 
the fhoulders, I fing, tho' not fo agreeably as 
Noble T, 

Mais belas ! quand l^Age nous glace^ 
Nos beaux jours ne reviement jamais. 

But oh ! when Age benums our vein^ 
No longer fprightly Joy remains. 

The report goes here, as well as at Paris, that 
the Peace is made with Portugal * : but this news 
comes from Madrid •, and the Portugucfe AmbaflSi- 
dor*^, with whom I play at Hombre every day, 
has no manner of account of it from Lisbon. 
Upon the credit that is given to this piece of 
news, he complains that Portugal is reckoned for 
nothing ; and this is his reafoning : People^ fays 
Jie, [believe the Peace is made^ becaufe they know 
Spain offers us every thing ; but who knows whether 

we 

» Afterwards Cardinal d*Efiries* 

^ Wejhould fay in Englifi, Ask his bleffing : hut that cufim 
fi mt ufed in France. 
* // v)as concluded thii^tb pf Fthtutry^ ^ft^^* 
Z^ Don Irancifco d$ MiUs. " • "* 
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we will accept^ even this offer ? I doubt ^ whatever 
comes from the CaftilianSj and will believe nothings 
till I have advice from Lisbon. He has difparched 
an exprefs thither about it, and concerning his bu- 
(inefs in this Country. The Eledor of Cologne is 
incognito at Amfterdam -, and the Prince of Tut 
cany will arrive there in few days. The Prince of 
Strafburgh is at the Hague, giving it out, that 
there will be a Peace ; but few will give credit to 
him ; upon a firm belief, that before the Spa- 
niards are come to a full refolution to treat, the 
Armies will be in the field. Do not envy them 
the honour of lofing patiendy : they let us gain 
what we will •, for by their familiarity with misfor- 
tunes, they do not ftir much to prevent them. 

This is all you fhall have of me at prefent. 
What you ask of me, out of civility, to fhew, 
I fuppofe, that you remember my trifles at the 
Hague, is in fuch ill order, and fo ill written, 
that you could not fo much as read it ; and, be- 
iides, I have good breeding enough to fave you 
the tirefomnefs it would give you. There are, 
indeed, fome things which I like well enough ; 
but then there are many others to^be left out. 
If you defire to have the Obfervations I have made 
on fome Latin Hiflorians, I will fend them to 
you. 

I intreat you to return my hearty thanks to 
M***. What efteem foevcr you may have for 
him, you would value him ftill more, if you knew 
him as well as I do. Farewel, Sir ; I am by na- 
ture fo grateful, that I cannot, either by defign 
or ftudy, become an ingrate ; and whatever was 
my refolution, at the beginning of this Letter, I 
cannot end it, without afliiring you, I fhall, as 
long as I live, remember the obligations you have 
laid on me. I wifh it may be a long time 

J But 
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But ob ! when Age benums our veins^ 
No longer Jprigbily Joy remains. 

if you did not value your felf more upon having 
arms and legs to be broken in the war, than oo 
writing, I (hould tell you, your Letter is as find/ 
writ as it can be. 



TO THE SAME. 



SIR, 

IF you do me the honour to write to me, 
pray let us leave out this sir, and all other 
ceremony that cramps the freedom of a commerce 
l^ Letters. I muft defire you, in the next [dace, 
not to jeer me as you do, by the cxceflive com- 
mendations you beftow on trifles. They were the 
refult of idleneis ; on which I fet no odicr value, 
than with relation to the amufement they afford 
me, during Ibme very tedious and melancholy 
hours. I wifh they may prove likewifc an amufc* 
ment to you : and, fuch as they arc, PU not fiul 
fending you, bv the next poll, the Obfervaiiom on 
S A L L us T and Ta c i t u s, which I mentioned to 
you. The firft afcribes all to the natural Conftitu- 
tion. With him all events are the effedts of mens 
Tempers -, wherefore *tis his chiefeft care to give 
us a true knowledge of men, by the adminible 
Charafters he has left us. The other, turns all 
into Politicks, and makes a myftery of every tlung, 
afcribing all to craft and addrefs, and little or no- 
thing to a man's Conftitution. I then confider how 
difficult it is, to find in the fame Perfon, a perfed 
knowledge of men, and a profound (kill in bufinie&» 
s^nd in eight or ten line^ I fliew, th^t Monfieur 
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DE LiONNE, the Minifter, has recondl'd two 
qualifications, generally divided, which are found 
in him in the higheft perfedion. It is fo cxcet 
five cold, that for an Empire I would not write 
a (heet of paper. Til fend you alfo the Dijferta-' 
tion on Alexander, in my opinion, much 
more tolerable than as you have it. This is all 
I can do, in return for all your favours, 

I zOk, very much obliged to you for fending me 
Monnpr C o r n e i l l e's Tranflation of the little 
Latinroem on the King's Conquefts. I fliould 
highly commend the Latin, were I not in confci- 
ence bound to commend the French more '. Our 
Language is more majeftick than the Latin, and the 
Verfes more harmonious, if I may ufe that expreC- 
fion. But 'tis no wonder, that he who has added 
ftrength and majefty to L u c a n's thoughts, fhould 
have the fame advantage over a modem Latin 
Author. However, I admire more what Cor- 
N E I L L E has done himfelf on the King's Return, 
than his Tranflation, as admirable as it is. I never 
faw any thing finer. If we had a Poem of that 
ftrength, I ftiould nof much value the Homers, 
the Vi rq I LS, and the Tassos. I account it one 
of the King's profperities, the having a perfon, who 
can fo worthily fpeak of his great Adhons. 

I defire you to afTure Monfieur de Lionne 
of my moft humble refpefts. I doubt iiot but he 
will be fo kind, as tq employ his good Offices in 
my favour, when occafion offers ; and I cxpedt from 
you a difcreet and well tim'd follicitation, not to 
importune him, but now and then, to put him in 
mind of the Affair of your moft humble and moft 
obedient fcrvant. 

Monfieur 

f Mather la Rmt is th$ Author of that Latin Poem, on the 
King*s ViHories in 1667 j and the famoHS Fp^ Corn^o of tbf 
fronch trfnfi^tion of ^.^ 
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Monfieur Va n Benninghen *gpcs Amba& 
dor extraordinary to France * ; and 'twould be ve- 
ry well for me, if I could return with him. 

TO THE SAME. 

I SHOULD have great excufes to make to 
you, for not fending what I pronriis'd, ifk was 
worth it : but I am ingenious in delaying jrOQr beii^ 
rir'd by my trifles ; wherein I give you a nice proof 
of my friendfliip. However, I (hall overlook your 
intereft and mine ; by tranfmitting to you the fic- 
ces that are now tranfcribing. I addrds one of dicm 
to Monfieur Vossius, my literary friend, and 
with whom there's more to be leam'd, than with 
any man I ever faw in my life. PU tell you, in 
the mean time, that I write to Men of the Sword 
and Courtiers, as a Wit and a Scholar ; and that I 
con verfe with the Learned, as a Man that has been a 
Soldier, and feen the World. 

As to the frank Acknowledgment of my Fault, 
which you mention, I (hould not have fail'd to make 
it ; if I had defign'd to fhew what you ftolc from 
me. No body knows better than you, how far that 
was from my thoughts. You will oblige me, by 
letting me know, whether I may entertain any 
hopes of returning to France, or muft refblvc to 
pafe the remainder of my days in foreign Coun- 
tries ? Hope is the fource, or at Icaft one of the 
firft caufes of uneafinefs ; and uneafinels is tolerable 
in Love only, where 'tis even pleafurable : for yoti 
know the fong, 

Paim of Love are fweeter far 
^han all other fleafures are : 

every 

• H$ wem thither icr^ards the end ofI$hrHary, i€€2. 
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every where elfe difquiec is a great torment. We 
have not here C o r n e i l l e's Attila : you'll oblige 
me to fend it me, with fome of M o l i £ r £^s 
Plays, if there be any new ones : for the works of* 
thofe two Writers, are the only objeds of my cu- 
riofity. The Antient$ taught Corneille to 
think well •, and he thinks better than they. The 
other learnt from them the art of making, in Co- 
medy, excellent draughts of the Men and Manners 
of hb Age ; which had not before been feen on our 
Stage. I am infenlibty become learned in your com-^ 

Sany : I am juft now gping to receive a Vifit from 
lonfieur Vo s s i u s, to whom I fhall talk of the 
War in Flanders. Farewcl, Sir, I firft banifh'd a 
tedious ceremony j I defire you not to take it ill. 

I forgot to defirc you to aiTure Count d e G r a m- 
M o N T, that I am overjoyed to fee him the Protec- 
tor of the Houfe of Gram MO NT'. 



TO THE SAME. 

YO U are none of thofe who endeavour more ta 
fatisfy themfclves, as to the honefty of their 
condud towards their Friends, than to bring their 
Affairs to a good iflTue. Your firft care of mine laid 
obligations enough on me : but your perfcverance, 
and all the induftrious pains you take, give me a 
fort of (hame ; and I ihould not eafily fuffer thena, 
if I did not think they may put me in a condition 
to come and fhew you my gratitude. You know 
nothing is equal to the tenderncfs of a man in dif- 

grace ; 

' Th Count d$ Gnichs having heen a Ung titrn m exile, at lafi 
•btain^d leave to return to France, by Count de Grammont*s inti* 
reft. The pUafantry of M. de St. Evremond's exfrejfton^ runs on 
Count de Orammont's performing, what the Marefchal his hro* 
ther had fever al times unfuccefsfuUy attempted. 
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grace : I am naturally pretty fcnfible of the favourt 
done me ; judge what ill fortune adds to this good 
dUpofition. Of the temper, and in the condition 
I am, I give my felf over to the impreflion your g^ 
nerofity has made on me ; and 'ds my moft foft and 
tender Plcafure to be toudi*d by it : but fomctimcs 
ungrateful reflections would biais my JudgmeiK', 
and it comes into my head to examine coolly the 
obligations I have to you. I fwear to you, in good 
eameft, that after having confider*d all you do for 
me, I wonder how an acquaintance, which came 
about by chance, could produce fuch eager concern 
in you, for the Intereft of a new Friend, 

It feems as if, by a fecret juftice, the Relations of 
Monfieur de Lionne would acknowledge the 
great efteem and veneration I always had for him. 
The Marquis de Leisssns Lionne, on his 
return from Holland, made my bufinels his own : 
but your warmth in it (till furpsddes his. I hope you 
will infpire the Marquis d e * * * with a difpofi- 
don to favour me ; and that at laft, his Father's 
good offices will have the good efFedl you have pre.- 
par*d. You can't imagine how fenfibly I am af- 
fefted with the new favour the Marquis d e * * * 
has receiv'd ; which is owing to the great fervices | 
of the Father, and the great hopes that are juftly 
entertained of the Son ; I mean the hopes of the 
fervices that are expefted from him ; for as to 
his merit, it is already grown to perfection, and 
there's no need of expecting any thing ferther on 
that fide. 

I had fcarce leifure to cafl my eyes on Andro- 
mache % and Attila * ; however, by the curfory 
view I had of them, it appears to me that Andro- 
mache h^ in it fomething very fine, and that *ti$ 

buC 

* ^ Tragedy y hy Racini. 

* j< Tragedy, bj P, Corneilk^ 
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but one degree remov*d from the Great. Thofe 
who fhall not go to the bottom will admire it ; but 
thofe who are looking for perfe6l Beauties, will 
mils fomething in it, that fhall hinder them from 
being folly fatisfied You have reafon to fay, that 
that Piece has loft much by the death^of M o n T- 
F L E u R y : for it wants great Tragedians, to make 
up its defedls by Aftion. But, take it all to- 
gether, it is a fine piece, and very much above the 
Indifferent, tho fomewhat below the Great, AtSila^ 
on the contrary, muft have got fomething by the 
death ofMoNTFLEURv: for a great Trage- 
diatl, (as he was) would have ftrain'd too high a 
part, which is full enough of it fclf ; and his fero- 
city would have made too great an impreffion on 
tender fouls. Not but that Tragedy had been id- 
mired in the time of Sophocles and Eu ripi- 
D E s, when fierce and bloody reprefentations were 
more relifh^d, than the foft and tender. All the 
Thoughts are juft ; and I found fome excellent 
Yerfes in it. As for the Fable, or Plot of thofe 
two Pieces, I had not time to make the leaft reflec- 
tion upon it. 

I wifh, with all my heart, that Corns ille 
may handle the fubjeft of Hannibal ; and if 
he can bring into his piece the Conference he had 
with SciPio before the Battle, I fancy he will 
make them fpeak like the greateft men in tho 
world, as they were indeed. I fend you herewith 
the Obfervations on S al l u s t, which I mention'd 
before ; and I will fhordy fend you the Dijfertatiou 
upon Alexander, both indifferently tranfcribM* 
As for the Charafters, they are fo interwoven with 
the Converfation with Monfieur de Candalb, 
that they are infeparable from it, and I cannot yet 
fend that piece. Farewel : love me always ; and 
believe I am yours, more than any body'^ elfe. 

I 
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I know not whether Monfieur deLionne will 
be thought to be as polite, as nice, and as much a 
man of pleafure as he is. When thefe qualities 
produce nothirts ^but a foft Idlenefe, they fiiit but 
ill with a Minifter of State ; but when a profound 
Stacefman, confummate in Bufinefs, Can fo mafter 
them, as to put himfelf above them, and procure 
to himfelf befides, ibme agreeable, and even volup- 
tuous Leifure, his merit, in my opinion, reaches the 
higheft degree of petfedtion. 






OBSERVATIONS 



O N 



SALLUST AND TACITUS. 

To Monfieur V o s s i u s '* 



IO N C E intended to have made an e^^aft Cri- 
ticifm upon S a ll u s t and Ta ci t u s ; but 
being informM lince, that others had done it before 
me -, that I might neither wholly parfue, nor lofe 
my defign, I have reducM my thoughts to one fill* 
gle Obfervatioii, which I here fend you. 
. In my opinion, the latter turrts every thing into 
Policy ; with him Nature and Fortune have very 
little to do in the management of Affairs ; and I 

am 

■ Ifaac Vojfius, afterwards Canon ofWindfor^ Son to thcfamui 
3okn Gerard Voffiusi " ' 



\ 
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^ of bringing others to be of his mind, and uniting 
faftious perfons to himfelf -, when you confider that 
fo much Diflimulation was fupported by fo much 
ipirit and refolution, when there was a neceffity for 
aiflion \ you will not be furprized, that at the head 
of all the ambitious and corrupted men^ he was fo 
near overturning the Commonwealth of Rome, and 
ruining his Country. But S a l l u s t doth not con- 
tent himfelf with defcribing men in their charaders ; 
he makes them defcribe themfelves to us in Speeches, 
where you always fee Nature copied to the life. 
Cesar, in his Of ation, plainly enough gives us to 
undcrftand, that the Confpiracy did not difpleafe 
him. Under the zeal which he pretends for the 
prefervarion of the Laws, and the dignity of the 
Senate, he lets us fee, he had a fecrct inclination for 
the Confpirators : he is not fo careful to conceal his 
opinion of a future ftate ; the Gods are lefs confi- 
der*d by him than the Confuls ; and, in his conceit. 
Death is nothing but the end of our torments, and 
the repofe of the miferable. Cato makes his 
own pifture, after C e s a r * has given us his. He 
Ipeaks like an honeft well-meaning man, but with 
a morofe air : the aufterity of his Manners is infepa- 
rablefrom the integrity of his Life, he mixes the four- 
nefs of his Mind, and the roughnels of his Temper, 
with the ufeful counfels he delivers. That fingle 
expreflion of Optimo Confuli^ which vex'd Cicero 
fo much, for not giving to his merit fo much as 
he thou^t was due to it, makes me fully compre- 
hend both the good intentions, and the vain hu- 
mour of that Conful. In fhort, by the various de- 
fcriptions of different Adlors, I not only reprefei>t 
to my felf the Perfons, but I feem to behold all that 
pals*d in the Confpiracy of Catiline. 

You may obferve the fame thing in the Hiftory 
ofJucuRTHA. The defcription of his cjualities, 
and his humour, prepares you to fee the invafion 

P 2 of 
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cfcapes his hatred, and the unhappy dying perlbn 
miffes his pity. 

The Cruelty of the fame Nero» in his Mo- 
ther's death, has too refin'd a condudl:. Altho 
A G R I p p I N A had perilh'd by a Court-intrigue fo 
well manag'd, yet he ought, at leaft, to have fup- 
prefs'd half the art : for, by that means, the CTimc 
finds lefs averfion in our minds ; and, if I may fpeak 
it, gains upon the judgment of the Readers, when 
fo much addrels and dexterity are put in the ma- 
nagement of it. 

Ta c I tu s, in moft places, gives us pictures too 
finifli'd, where nothing of Art, indeed, is wanting; 
but he feldom confults Nature, or paints after the 
life. Nothing is finer than what he reprefents ; but, 
frequendy, they are things that ought not to be 
reprefented. Sometimes he overfhoots the point, 
by too great a depth and penetration : fbmetimes, - 
by his too nice fpeculations, he robs us of the true I 
cbjedls, to leave us pleafing ideas in their room. 
What may be faid in his favour, is, that perhaps he 
has oblig'd us more than he had done, had he re- 
lated nothing but grols trivial things, that were 
not worth our knowing, and the truth of which 
had been of no importance. 

Sallust, who was of an oppofite genius, a- 
fcribes as much to Nature, as Ta c i t u s does to 
Policy. The greateft care of the former, is to 
(hew us the Genius of Men, and afterwards Afiairs 
come on naturally, by the A6Hons of thofe per- 
fons whom he hath defcrib'd, which are never far* 
fetch'd. If you confider with attention the Charac- 
ter of Catiline, you will neither wonder at 
that execrable defign he engag*d in, to opprefi the 
Senate ; nor at that vaft projeft he fell upon, to 
make himfelf mafter of the Republick, without the 
afliftance of the Legions. When you refled on 
his pliantnefs, his infmuations, his admirable talent 
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of bringing others to be of his mind, and uniting 
faftious perfons to himfelf ; when you confider that 
fb much Diflimulation was fupported by fo much 
Ipirit and refolution, when there was a neceffity for 
aftion i you will not be furprized, that at the head 
of all the ambitious and corrupted men^ he was fo 
near overturning the Commonwealth of Rome, and 
ruining his Country, But S a l l u s t doth not con- 
tent himfelf with defcribing men in their charaders ; 
he makes them defcribe themfelves to us in Speeches, 
where you always fee Nature copied to the life. 
Cesar, in his Of ation, plainly enough gives us to 
undcriland, that the Conipiracy did not difpleafe 
him. Under the zeal which ne pretends for the 
prefervation of the Laws, and the dignity of the 
Senate, he lets us fee, he had a fecrct inclination for 
the Confpirators : he is not fo careful to conceal his 
opinion of a future ftate ; the Gods are lefs confi- 
der*d by him than the Confuls ; and, in his conceit. 
Death is nothing but the end of our torments, and 
the repofe of the miferable. Cato makes his 
own pifture, after C e s a r ' has given us his. He 
ipeaks like an honeft well-meaning man, but with 
a morofe air : the aufterity of his Manners is infepa- 
rablefrom the integrity of his Life, he mixes the four- 
nels of his Mind, and the roughnels of his Temper, 
with the ufeful counfels he delivers. That lingle 
expreflion of Optimo Confuli^ which vex'd Cicero 
fo much, for not giving to his merit fo much as 
he thou^t was due to it, makes me fully compre- 
hend both the good intentions, and the vain hu- 
mour of that Conful. In fhort, by the various de- 
fcriptions of different Adlors, I not only reprefei>t 
to my felf the Perfons, but I feem to behold all that 
pafs*d in the Confpiracy of Catiline. 

You may obferve the fame thing in the Hiftory 
ofJuGURTHA. The defcription of his cjuahties, 
and his humour, prepares you to fee the mvafion 

P 2 of 
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of the Kingdom •, and three lines fhew his whole 
method of making war. You fee, in th e Charafter 
ofMETELLus, with the reftoration of DifcipUne, 
a happy alteration in the Roman afiairs. 

M A R I u s leads the army to Africk^ with the 
fame fpirit with which he fpoke at Rome. S y l- 
L A talks to B o c c H u s, with the fame Genius that 
appears in his Character, little tied to duty and re- 
gularity, and facrificing all to his paflion of making 
niends to himfelf : dein parentes abunde babemus, 
amicorum neque nobis j neque cuiquam omnium fatis fuit. 
Thus S A L L u s T makes men aft by their temper, 
and thinks he fufficicndy obliges his Reader, by de- 
fcribmg them well. Every extraordmary perfon 
that is reprefented, is exaftly drawn, even when he 
has no confiderable part in the fubjeft. Such is the 
Charafter of Sempronia, which, in my Judg- 
ment, is inimitable \ nay, he goes out of his way 
to give us the piftures of Cato and Cesar, 
which are really fo fine, that I fhould prefer them 
to entire Hiftories. 

To conclude my Obfervation upon thefe two 
Authors, ambition, avarice, luxury, corruption ; 
in fhort, all the general caufes of the diforders of 
the Republick, are very often alledg*d by Sal- 
lust. I know not whether he delcends enough 
to particular interefts and confiderations. Ctac 
would think, that fubde and refin'd Counfels feem*d 
to him unworthy of the grandeur of the Repub- 
lick ; and that is the reafon perhaps, why he traces 
up few things to {peculation and defign ; and al- 
moft every thing to the paffions and genius of 
Men. 

In the Hiftory of Ta ci t u s, we fee more Vi- 
ces, more Wickednels, and more Crimes by far; 
but ingenuity condufts, and dexterity manages 
them ; every one fpeaks there always with defign ; 
nothing is afted without premeditation i Cruelty b 

prudent, 
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prudent, and Violence difcreet. In a word, the 
Crimes with him are too delicate ; whence it comes 
to pafe, that perfons, even of the greateft integri- 
ty, come infenfibly to relifh the art of mifchief, 
which doth not wholly difcovcr it felf at firft, and 
that they learn to become wicked, before they are 
aware, while they imagine only to improve in Ikill, 
But to leave S a l l u s t and T a ci t u s in their 
different Characters, I dare affirm, that we but fel- 
dom meet together, a true knowledge of Men, and 
a profound intelligence of Things. 

Thofe that are brought up in Societies, that Ipeak 
in Aflemblies, learn the order, the forms, and all 
the matters that are debated in them. Palling from 
thence thro* Embaflies, they inftrufl: themfelves in 
foreign affairs, and there are few things but what 
they become capable of, by application and expe- 
rience. But when they come to fettle at Court, 
they are perplexed and aukward in their choice of 
Perlbns, without any tafte of merit, ridiculous in 
their expences, and in their pleafures. 

Our Minifters in France are altogether free from 
thefe defefts ; I may affirm it of them all without 
flattery, and enlarge my felf upon Monfieur d 5 
L I o N N E, with whom I am better acquainted* 
'*Tis in him, properly, that different talents are re- 
conciled ; *tis in him we find a curious knowledge of 
the merits of men, and a confummate maftery of 
bufinefsi 

To fpeak the truth, I have a thoufand times ad- 
mir'd, how a Minifter, who hath confounded all the 
Politicks of the Italians ; who hath diforder*d the 
fteddy Prudence of the Spaniards ; who hath engar 
ged fo many Princes of Germany in our interefts ; 
and made thofe who with fo much difficulty ftir for 
themfelves, to aft for us, juft as we would have 
them : I have admir'd, I fay, how a Man, fo ^cx^ 
trous ia Negorigtions, fo well vcrs*d in affairs, could 

P 3 have 
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have all the dclicaqr of our moft police Courtiers 
in hb converfarion and pleafurcs. One may fay of 
him, what S a l l u s t affirmed of a great Perfon 
of antiquity, That his Icifurc is voluptuous : but 
that by a juft difpenfation of his time, with his 
great facility in managing bufinels, of whidi he has 
got the maftcry, never was any affair retarded by 
his Pleafures '. 

Amidft the diverfions of his leifure, amidft his 
moft important employments, he ftill dedicates 
fome hours to polite Learning, of which Atti- 
cus himfelf, one of the greateft ornaments of An- 
tiquity, did not acquire a more curious ftock in the 
fweemels of his repofe, and the tranquillity of his 
ftudics. His knowledge is univerfal -, and Learning, 
which very often debauches Nature, doth but adorn 
his ; it throws off, with him, whatever it had of ob- 
fcure, difficult, uncouth, and gives him entirely all 
its advantages, without corrupting the dearnels and 
politenefs of his mind. No man is better acquaint- 
ed with the Works of the Ingenious than he ; no 
man writes better : he knows equally how to judge, 
and how to compofe ; fo that I queftion whether we 
ought to efteem more in him the foliditiy of his 
Judgment, or the brighmefs of his Genius. But 
It is time to leave his, and come to that of the 
Courtiers. 

As they are not only educated, but have their 
ordinary refidence near Princes, they make it their 

!)articular ftudy to know them well : there is not an 
nclination that is conceaPd from them, no averfion 
unknown, no weaknefs which efcapes them. Hence 

refult 



^ Igitur Sulla gentis patriciae nobilis fuit, familia prope fitn 
exdn£ba majoruai ignavia litteris Gnecis atque Ladnis iuxta atqiK 
do^ifTum^ eruditus, animo ingenti, cupidus voluptatum, fed 
glorix cupidior : ocio luxuriofo effe ^ tamen ab negotiis num- 
<]uam voluptas remorata, vc SALiustii Bfllum Juiurtk, 
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refult thofe infinuations, complaifances, and all thofe 
curious meafurcs, which compofe the Art of win- 
ning the hearts, or, at leaft, of reconciling the 
wills of others : but either thro' want of applica- 
tion, or becaufe they look upon thofe employments 
which inftruft a man in Affairs, to b^ below them, 
they are equally ignorant of them all ; and their 
Agreeablenefs coming to fail with their age, they 
muft confequently lofe their confideration and cre- 
dit. Thus they grow old in the Cabinet, exposM 
to the. raillery of the young men, who can't en- 
dure their cenforious humour ; with this difference, 
however, that thefe, for the moft part, aft agreea- 
bly to their temper, while the others cannot ab- 
ftain from thofe things that don't become them : 
^d indeed, the mofl: accomplifh'd Perfon, if he is 
pot in a poft to ferve others, will find it a hard 
matter to keep himfelf from being ridiculous in 
his old age. But it fares with them, as with our 
Ladies of Gallantry, who are ftill pleas'd with the 
World, when that's no more pleas'd with them. 
If we were wife, our difguft would be govern'd by that 
which others have for us -, for when once we be- 
come unprofitable to the World, and can no longer 
fupport our felves by the merit of pleafing, 'tis 
high time to think of making a retreat. Gown-men,^ 
on the other fide, appear lefs genteel when they 
are young, by a falfe afFeftation of the Court-air, 
which makes them fucceed in the City, tho it ren- 
ders them ridiculous at Court : but, at l^fl, the 
trqe knowledge of their intereft brings theni back 
to their profeflion; and as they become confum- 
mate iq bufmels, in time they arrive to cojnfidera- 
ble ftations, where every body, in general, (lands. 
m need of their alTiftance. It is true, thofe Cour- 
tiers who advance themfelves to honours by great 
cmploynients, are of confummate ab.ilitiesi an4 

P 4 thdv 
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their merit arrives to full perfc6tion, when to the 
nicety of the Court, they join the knowledge of 
Affairs, and experience in War. 



!V^ 
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RJCINES TRJGEDr, 



CALLED 



The Grand Alexander. 

^0 Madam BOURN EAU, 



SINCE I have read the Grand jllexander^ thtf 
old age of Corneille does not fo much 
^larm me ; and I am not fo apprehenfive that the 
writing of Tragedies will end with him. Howcr 
ver, I could wi(h, that before his death he would 
^dopt the Author of this Piece, and, like a tender 
father, give a right caft to the Judgment of one, 
who alone deferves to be his Succeflbr. I wifli that 
he would give him a good tafte of Antiquity, which 
^? ?"J9y? to fp much a4y^nt:age ; that he would 



I 
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make him enter into the Genius of thofe dead Na- 
tions, and know judicioufly the Charafter of Hen 
roes that are now no more. This is, in my opi- 
nion, the only thing wh^ch is wanting in fo great a 
Genius. Some of his Thoughts are ftrong and 
jDold •, his Expreflions equal the force of his thoughts: 
but then you muft give me leave to fay, he is not 
acquainted with Alexander, or Porus. By 
his performance one would think, that he had a 
mind to give the world a greater idea of Porus, 
than of Al i X A N D E R, in which it was not pof- 
fible for him to fucceed : for the Hiftory of Ale- 
X A N D E R, as true as it is, has much of the air of 
a Romance in it ; and for an Author to make a 
greater Hero than him, is to affeft to deal in fic- 
tion, and rob his Work, not only of the credit of 
truth, but the agreeablenefs of probability. Let us 
not therefore imagine any thing greater than this 
Conqueror of the World, otherwife our imagina- 
tions will range too far, and foar too high. If we 
would give other Heroes an advantage over him, let 
us take from diem the Vices which he had, and 
give them the Virtues which he had not : let us not 
make S ci p 1 greater, altho there never was 
amongft the Romans, a foul fo afpiring as his ; he 
fhould be made more juft, more difpos'd to do 
good, more moderate, more temperate, and more 
virtuous. 

Let not thofe that are moft partial to C e s a j^, 
againft Alexander, alledge in his favour, ei- 
ther his paffion of Glory, greatnels of Soul, or 
firmnefs of Refolution. Thefe QuaUties are fo con- 
fpicuoufly fliining in the Grecian, that to have had 
them in a higher degree, would have been to have 
had them to excels ; but let them make the Roman 
piore wife in his undertakings, more dextrous in his 
affairs, one that better underftopd his own interefts, 
j^npl was more mafter pf himfelf ip his p^ffions. 

A 
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A very nice Ju(%c of the merits of Men, is coa- 
tentcd to compare to Alexander, the roan 
whom he thought worthy of the higjheft chara&er: 
he durft not attribute to him greater qualities, but 
took away from him the bad : magna illi jilexandro^ 
fed fobrio neque iracundo fimilUmus '. 

Perhaps thefe confiderations influenced our Author 
in fome meafure : perhaps, to make P o r u s die 
^eater man, without diving into fables, he thought 
)t convenient to lefTen hisALEXANDSR. If^ 
was his defign, 'tis impoflible for him to have 
executed it better j for he has made him fo mode- 
rate a Prince, that a hundred others may be prefer- 
red to him, as well as Po r u s. Not but that He- 
p H £ s T i.o N gives us a fine idea of him ; that Ta- 
X I L u s and P o r u s himfclf, ipeak advantage- 
oufly enough of his greatnels : but when he appean 
himfclf, he has not force enough to fuftain it ; un- 
Icfs, out of modefty, he has a mind to appear an 
ordinary Man amongft the Indians, in a juft re- 
pentance, for having been ambitious to pais for a 
God amongft the Perfians. To Ipeak ferioufly, I 
can here difcern nothing of A l e x a n d e r, but 
his bare name •, his Genius, his Humour, his Qualities, 
appear to me no where. I expeft to find in an imr j 
petuous Hero fuch extraordinary motions, as fliould 
excite my paflion ; but I find a Prince of fo little fpi- 
rit, that he makes no manner of imprefSon upon me. 
I imagined to find in P o r u s, a greatneis of foul, 
which would be fomewhat more furpri^ing to us ; 
an Indian Hero (hould h^ve a different charader 
from one of ours. Another Heaven, if I may fo 
fpeak, another Sun, and another Earth, produce 
other Animals, and othor Fruits : the Men feem to 
be of another make, by the difference of -their faces, 
and ftill more, if I dare fay fo, by a diftimftioh of 

Reafon : 

' Vellihis Pattrculus^ meaning Cejki;. Eift. Lib. !!• cap. ^i^ 
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Reafoti : both their Morals, and 4 Wifdom peculiar to 
their Climate, feem there to over-rule and guide ano- 
ther fort of Men in another World. P o r u s, howe- 
ver, whom QjJiNTus CuRTiys defcribes an 
utter ftranger to the Greeks and Perfians, is here 
purely French. Inftead of tranfporting us tp the 
Indies, he is carried into France ; where he is lb 
well acquainted with our humour, that he feems to 
have been born, or at leaft to have pais'd the greatr 
eft part of his life among us. 

They that undertake to reprefent fome Hero of 
antient times, Ihould enter into the Genius of the 
Nation to which he belonged, of the time in which 
he liv'd, and, particularly, into his own. A Writer 
ought to defcribe a King of ^.fia* otherwife than a 
Roman Conful : one ihould fpeak like an abfolutc 
Monarch, who difpofes of his Subjects as his Slaves ; 
the other like a Magiftrate, who only puts the Laws 
ih execution, and makes their Authority relpedted 
by a free People. An old Roman ihould be de- 
fcrib'd furious for the publick good, and moved by 
a fierce fenfe of Liberty, different from a flatterer 
of T I B E R I u s's time, who knew nothing but in- 
tereft, and abandoned himfelf to the Slavery of the 
age. We ihould not make the fame Defcription of 
Perfons of the fame condition and the fame time, 
when Hiftory gives us different charafters of them. 
It would be ridiculous to make the iame Defcription 
of C A T o and Cesar, Catiline and Cice- 
ro, Brutus and Mark Anthony, under 
pretence, 'that they liv'd at the fame time, in the 
fame Republick. The fpedator, who (tcs thefe 
Antients reprefented upon our Theatres, follows 
the fame Rules to judge exadly of them, as the 
Poet doth to defcribe them ^ell ; and the better to 
fucceed in this, he removes his mind from all that 
he fees in faOijon ; he endeavours to difengage him- 
felf from the humour of his own time j and jeqoi^i- 

ces 
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tes the inclination of his own Nature, if *cis oppo- 
fitc to that of the Perfons rcprcfcnted : for the Dead 
cannot know our Manners, butReaibn, which is of 
all times, may make us know theirs. 

One of the greateft Fauks of our Nation, is to 
make all center in it, even to that degree, as to 
call thofe very perfons Strangers in their own Coun- 
try, who have not exactly either our air or manners. 
Upon this fcore we are juftly reproach'd, for not 
knowing how to efteem things, biit by the relation 
they have to us ; of which Corn e i ll £ made 
a fad, but undeferv*d experiment, in- his Sopbo- 
nijba. Mai RET, who defcrib'd his unfaidiful 
to old S Y p H A X, and in love with the young and 
viftorious Massinissa, pleafed the whole 
world, in a manner, by hitting upon the inclina- 
tion of the Ladies, and the true humour of the 
Courtiers. But Corneille, who makes the 
Greeks fpeak better than the Greeks, the Romans 
than the Romans, the Carthaginians than the Citi' 
zens of Carthage Ipeak themfelves : Corneille, 
who is almoft the only perfon that has a true tafte 
of Antiquity, has had the misfortune not to pleafc 
our age, for reprefenting the true Charafter of A s- 
p r u B A L*s Daughter. Thus, to the difgrace of 
our Judgments, he that hath furpafs'd all our Authors, 
and has in this refpeft, perhaps, even furpafi'd him- 
fclf, by allowing to thofe great names all that was 
their due, could not oblige us to do him the fame 
piece of juftice ; being enflaved by cuftom, to fet a 
value on thofe things the prefent mode recommends i 
^nd little difpos'd by reafon, to efteem thofe quali- 
ties and fentiments, which are not agreeable to our 
own. 

Let us then conclude, after fo long a Refleftion, 
that Alex AN DER and Porus ought to have 
prcferv*d their Charafters entire; that it was our 
bufinefs to view them upon th^ banks of Hydalpes, 

fuch 
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fuch as they were ; not theirs to come to the banks 
of the Seine, to ftudy our Nature, and fpeak our 
Thoughts. The fpeech of Porus fhould have 
had fomething more unufual, and extraordinary in 
it. If Qu iNTus CuRTius has made himfelf 
admir'd for his Oration of the Scythians, where he 
gives them thoughts and expreflions natural to their 
Nation, this Author might have rendered himfelf as 
much admir'd, by reprefenting to us the rarity of a 
Genius of another World. 

The diflferent conditions of diefe two Kings, in 
which both of them behav'd themfel ves fo gallantly ; 
their Virtue differently exercis'd in the variety of 
their fortune, befpeak the attention of Hiftorians, 
and oblige *em to defcribe them to us. The Poet, 
who was at liberty to add to the truth of things, or 
at leaft to fet them ofiF with all the ornaments of 
his Art, inftead of ufmg colours and figures to em- 
bellifti them, hath taken away much of their beau- 
ty •, and whether the fcruple of faying too much of 
tnem, did not fuffer him to fay enough ; or whether 
'tis owing to the barrenneis of his Invention, he 
falls vaftly (hort of the truth. He might have en- 
tered into their moft private thoughts, and have 
drawn from the bottom of thofe great Souls, as 
CoRNEiLLE hath done, their moft fecret mo- 
tions ; whereas he fcarce goes fo far as their bare 
outfide, litde curious to remark well what appeared 
and little prying to difcover what lay concealed. 

I could have wifli*d, that our Author had laid the 
ftreft of his (kill, in giving us a juft reprefentation 
of thofe great men ; and that in a Scene worthy of 
the magnificence of the fubjedt, he had carried the 
Greatnefs of dieir Souls as high as it was poffible. 
If theConverfation of Sertorius and Pompey • 

had 
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had fuch an influence upon our minds, what fhould 
not we expeft from that of For us and Ale- 
zander, upon a fubjedl fo uncommon ? I eould 
likewife have wifli'd, that the Author had given m 
a greater idea of this War. And, indeed, the pat 
fegc of the Hydafpes is fo ftrange, that it is hardly 
to be conceiv*d ; a prodigious Army on t'other fide 
the River, widi terrible Chariots and Elephants, at 
that time formidable j the Lightning, Thunder, 
and Tempefts, which occafion a general confufion ; 
and, above all, when fo large a River muft be pals'd 
over in Skins ; in (hort, a hundred dreadful things, 
which aftonifli'd the Macedonians, and which made 
Alexander fay, that at lad he had found a 
danger worthy of himfelf ; all this, I fay, ought 
to have raifed the imagination of the Poet, both in 
the Defcription of the Preparations, and the Reci- 
tal of the Battle. 

However, he fcarce mentions the Camps of thefe 
two Kings, whom he robs of their true Charafter, 
to enflave them to imaginary Princefles. All that 
is either great or valuable amongft men, the de- 
fence of a Country, the prefervation of a Kingdom, 
don't excite P o r u s to the Battle ; he is encou- 
raged to it by the beautiful eyes of A x i a n a alone, 
and the defign of his Valour, is only to recommend 
himfelf by it to her. Thus Knight-Errants are de- 
fcribed, when they undertake an adventure ; and 
the fineft Genius, in my opinion, that Spain has 
produced, never makes Don Qy i x o t enter the 
lifts, before he has recommended himfelf to Dul- 

CINE A. 

A maker of Romances may model his Heroes 
according to his fancy. Neither is it of great im- 
portance, to confine one's felf religioufly to the true 
Charafter of an obfcure Prince, to whofe reputation 
we are perfect ftrangers : but thofe great Perfons 
of Antiquity, fo famous in their age, and better 

known 
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known amongft us than the living themfelves ; the 
Alexanders, the Scipios, and the C e- 
s A R s, ought never to lofe their Charafters in our 
hands : for the moft injudicious fpeftator perceives 
that he is offended, when an Author afcribes Faults 
to them, which they had not 5 or when he takes 
from them Virtues, which had made upon his mind 
an agreeable impreffion. Their Virtues, once efta- 
blifh'd, intereft our felf-love near as much as our 
own real merit ; and 'tis impoffible^to make the 
leaft alteration in them, without making us feel 
this change with violence. Above all things, we 
ought not to injure the reputation of their Genius in 
the War, to render them more illuftrious in their 
Amours. We may give them Miftrefles of our own 
inventing, we may mix paflion with their Glory : 
but let us take care of making an Anthony of 
an Alexander; and not ruin a Hero, con- 
firmed for lb many ages, merely to favour a Lover 
of our own creating. 

To banilh Love out of our Tragedies, as unwor- 
thy of Heroes, is to take away that fecret charm 
which unites our Souls to theirs, by a certain tie that 
continues between them : but then to bring them 
down to us by this common fentiment, don't let 
us make them defcend beneath themfelves, nor de- 
ftroy what they pofTels above men. Provided this 
difcretion be obferv'd, I dare affirm, that there are 
no fubje6b, where fo univerfal a paflion as Love js, 
may not be introduced naturally, and without vio- 
lence. Befides, fince Women are as neceflary in 
the reprefentation, as Men, we (hould give them 
frequent occafions to fpeak of that which is moft 
agreeable to their nature, and which they talk bet- 
ter than any thing elfe. Take away from fome of 
the Fair Sex the expreflion of amorous thoughts, 
and from others thofe private familiarities, into 
which the mutual coinfidence they have in each other 

leads 
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leads them, and you reduce them, for the mod part, 
to very tedious Converiations. Mod of their mo- 
tions, as well as their difcourfes, ihould be the ef- 
fe£b of their Paflion ; their Joy, their Scmtow, 
their Fears, and their Defires, ought to have a lit- 
tle tindture of Love, in order to be taking. 

If you introduce a Mother rejoicing for the hap- 
pinefs of her dear Son, or affli&ing herfelf for the 
misfortune of her poor Daughter, her fatisfaSion, 
or her grief, will make but a weak imjpreflion upoti 
die Ipettators. To affeft us with the tears and com- 
plaints of this Sex, (hew us a Miftreis that bewails 
the death of a Lover ; and not a Wife, that la- 
ments the lofe of a Hufband. The grief of Mif- 
trefTes, which is tender and endearing, has a far 
greater influence upon us, than the affli£tion of an 
inveigling, felf interefted Widow, who, as fincere 
as (he happens to be fometimes, always gives us a 
melancholy idea of Funerals, and their diunal Cero^ 
monies. 

Of all the Widows that ever appeared upon the 
Theatre, I can endure none but Cornelia^; 
becaufe, inftead of makbg me think of fatherlefs 
Children, and a Wife without a fpoufe, her affec- 
tions truly Roman, recal to my mind, the idea of 
antient Rome, and of the great P o m p e r . 

This is all that may reafonably be allow'd to 
Love upon our Theatres : let our Writers be con- 
tented with this, fo far even as the fevereft Rules of 
the Drama will allow of it ; and let not its greateft 
favourers believe, that the chief defign of Tragedy, 
is to excite a tendernefs in our hearts. In Subjeos 
truly Heroick, a true Greamefe of Soul ought to 
be maintained above all things. That which would 
be pleafing and tender in the Mifhrels of an ordi- 
nary man, is often weak and fcandalous in the Mif 

trefc 

^ Sec ComiiU^*s F o m ? s 7« 
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trefe of a Hero. She may entertain her felf, when 
alone, with thofe mward conflifts ihe feels in her 
felf i flie may figh in fecret for hdr uneafinefe^ and 
truft a beloved and virtuous Confident, with her 
fears and griefs : bitt, fupported by her glory, and 
fortified by her reafon,^ flie Oughr always to remain 
miftrefi of her paflSons, and to animate her Lover 
to great adtions by her refolutioii, inftead of dii^ 
heartnin^ him by her weaknefs. 

*Tis,^ indeed, an indecent fi^U to fee the Coi^ 
Irage of a Hero ibftned by tears and fighs. -^ buui 
then, if he h^uj^tity contemns the grief of a beau* 
tifiil Pcrfon that Idves him, he rather difcovera? the 
hardneis of his Soul^ than the reiolution of bii 
Heart. 

To avoid this bconvenience, C o rn b i& irS hH 

DO lefs regard to the Cbarafker of hi& iUufbnbu^ I^« 

dies, than to that of his Heroes;. Emilia en* 

courages CinnA to execute their defign% and 

anfwera all the fcruples that oppc^e the afiaffinating 

t^ AuGvsTus* CleopAt&a hath a pafItQQ» 

for Cbsa R,. and leaves nothing undone to prefervc 

Po M PB Y * : fhe had been unworthy of Cb.s a r^^ 

if fbe had not dedar'd againft the bafe treachery o£ 

hef Brother ; and Cesar undeferving of her, if 

lie had been capable of approving fo infamous an 

affion. Dirge, in Oedipus \ vies greatnefs of 

Courage with The as us, turning upon her felf 

die &tal explanation of the Oracle, which he would 

^ply to himiHf, out of love to her. 

Buty above aU, we ought to confider S o ? H o- 

irlsn A %. whofe Charafter might be envy'd by the 

Bomans themfelvts. We ought to behold her fa- 

Vol. I. Q^ crifice 

4- $i$Cormtk*s CimnA« ji^l. SceHi IIU 
^ In the Tragedy of Vo up by. 
' I» the Tragedy 4/Oedip0s» 

' See Or/MJlbV Soph ONI siA« 
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crificc thcyouncMASSiNissAjto oldSvpH axi 
for the good other Country : we ought to fee her 
hearken as little to the fcruples of Duty, in quit- 
ting S Y p H A X, as (he had done to the fendments 
of Love, in lofing Massinissa: we ought to 
fee her fubjedt the llrongeft Inclinations, all that 
binds, all that unites us, the mod powerful ties, the 
mod tender paffions, to her love for Carthage, and 
her hatred for Rome. In a word, wc ought to fee 
her, when being utterly abandoned, flic*s not want- 
ing to her felf ; and when thofe hearts, which (he 
had gain'd to fave her Country, fail'd her expefia- 
tion^, to owe to her felf the laft fupport to prc- 
fcrve her Glory and her Liberty. 

CoRNEiLLE makes his Heroes (peak with (6 
exaft a Decorum, that he had never given us the 
Converiation of Cesar with Cleopatra % 
if C E s A R had believed that he had any work up- 
on his hands at Alexandria, as beautiful as it is, 
even to that degree, as to make an amorous dif- 
courfe agreeable even to indifferent perfons that 
fhould hear it. He had certainly let it alone^ but 
that the Battle of Pharfalia was fully won, P o m- 
p E y dead, and all his party dKfipated. As C e- 
s A R then believed himfelt to be the mafter of all, an 
Author might juftly enough make him offer a Glo- 
ry of whicn he was in full poffefCon, and a Power, 
in all probability, well fettled : but when he dif^ 
covered P t o l e m v's Conipiracy ; when he beheld 
his Affairs in an ill condition, and his own Life in 
danger, he is no more a Lover, that entertdns his 
Miftrefs with his pa(rion, but a Roman General, 
that acquaints the Queen with die danger that 
threatens them, and leaves her in hafte, to provide 
for their common fccurity, 

Zc 

• See Corniill(*s to HP IT, ^^ IV. Scene III»» 
1 
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It is therefore very ridiculous, to bufy P o r u s 
wholly with his Love, juft before a great Battle, 
which was to decide his deftiny -, nor is it lefe pre- 
pofterous to make Alexander quit the field, 
when the Enemy begin to rally. One fliould have 
introduced him impatient to find out P o r u s, and 
not make him leave the fight with precipitation, on- 
ly to pay a vifit to Cleophile ; he that was 
never troubled with any fuch amorous diforders, 
aq^ who never thought a Viftory complete, till he 
had cither deftroy'd or pardon'd. That which is 
harder upon him ftill, is, that hje is made to lofe 
much on one fide, without gaining any thing on 
t'other : he is as indifferent a Hero in Love, as in 
W^r; and thus the Hiftory is disfigured, without 
any ornament to jJie Romance : we find him a War- 
\ dour, whofe glory cannot inflame our courage ; 
and a Lover, whofe pafllon cannot affeft our ten- 
' demeis. 

' This is what I had to fay of A l e x a n d e r and 

^ P o R u s. If I have not regularly tied my felf to 

' aa exadl Criticifm, 'tis becaufe, infl:ead of entering 

' iqto particulars, I rather chofe to enlarge my felf 

upon the Decorum that ought to be obferv'd in the 

<]]fcourfes of Heroes, and the difference of their 

Charafters ; upon the good and ill ufage of the ten- 

4cmeis of Love in Tragedies, which is rejefted too 

Ifevcrdy by thofe, that afcribe every thing to the 

motions of Pity and Fear •, and is too nicely pur- 

ip/d by thofe, that have no relifh, but for thele forts 

qf ientiments. 
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A LETTER 

T O 

THE COUNT DE LIONNE. 

IK N O W not yet what fuccefi your endeavours 
to fcrve me will have •, but I can affure you, 
•y make a deep impreflion on a man, who is ve- 
ry fenfible of the leaft obligation that is laid upon 
him. I am more concerned at your Illnefi, for the 
trouble it brings upon you, than by the hinderance 
it gives to your follicitations in my AOfair. I am 
apprehenfive they may be fomewhat too preflBing, 
with refpeft to the Prince of Turenne, and 
that I may become at lafl: obnoidous to him, by the 
importunity I give him. If he had not fent me a 
Compliment by G)unt d'Auvergne, and Count 
d'Estrades, I would not have taken the li- 
berty to dcfire his good offices-, for I never did 
}um any fervice that may oblige him to concern 
himfelf in my behalf. If I admir*d him all my life- 
time, 'twas only to do juftice to his great Qualities, 
and to credit my own judgment : but I never ex- 
pefbed any thing from him, becaufe, indeed, I had 
.no pretenfions to any thing. If he be fo kind, as 
to be willing to oblige me, I (hall be extremely 
fateful *, but if I am indifferent to him, I fhall 
have no manner of rciibn to complain. 

The kindnefi whidi you aBiire me the Marquis 
pELiONNEhasfor me, gives me a fecret fatif- 
fgjftiQn, far greater than I fN^t to enjoy in my pre- 

^^ fent 
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fent condition. If I was fully perfuaded of it, it 
would take up my whole attention, and affrecablf 
divert my thoughts from my ill fortune. In what 
place foever I may be, prav affure him, that he will 
have in me a very unprofitable fervant againft my 
will, and no lefs zealous than your felf, in every 
thing that concerns him. This, I think, is the 
moft emphatical way I can ufe to exprefe my fenti- 
ments. 

Pray moderate the exceflive Praifes you beftow 
on my Trifles. At the time when you Ihew fo 
much fmcerity in folid things, and real fervices, 
you have not the fame franknefs in telling me your 
opinion of what I fend you. I might, with more 
reafon, tell you, that your Letter is the beft written 
that ever I faw 5 but I am afraid to injure your re- 
putation, in a nice Country, where a man cannot 
write much, and write well, without pafling for a 
Pedant, or for an Author. 

Your Andromache is very fine : three of my friends 
fent me one each, by the Poft, without confidering 
how frugal a man ought to be in a Commonwealth. 
'Tis not the Money I regard 5 but if the Burgomat 
ters were acquainted with this lavifhneis, they would 
turn me out of Holland, like a Man who might 
corrupt their Citizens. You arc better acqujunted 
with a popular State, when you free me from thofc 
expences, which you lay very judicipufly on the Am- 
baflador % whom it becomes extremely well to 
fcatter his money for the honour of his Mafter, and 
the dignity of the Crown. Neverthelels, as thofe 
little things are reprinted in Amfterdam, eight or 
ten days after they come out in France, I would 
not put the Ambaflador to fo confiderable an ex- 
pence for Poftage too frequently. Thofe that fent 
me Andromache^ have delir'd my opinion of it : as I 

tol4 
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told you before, it appeared to me very beautiful 3 
but I think that Paflions may be carried fiirther, and 
that there is in the Sentiments fbmething deeper 
than what's to be found in it : for what ought to be 
tender, is only foft ; and what ought to excite pity, 
raife nothing but tendemefi. However, take him 
altogether, Racine deferves the highefl repuUT 
(ion, next toCoRNEiLLE. 



TO THE SAME. 



IF it were true, as you tell me, that Monfjeur 
D E L I o N N E, the Minifter of StatCj^ fhouW 
like thofe little Pieces I have fent you, the pleafure 
of hitting fo nice a palate as his, would eafily drown 
the grief of my Difgrace ; and I fhould think my 
fclf obliged to the misfortune of being an Exile, 
in which condition, for want of Diverfions, I amufe 
my fclf with trifles of this nature. If he be not la- 
tisfied with the Pidlure I have made of his accom- 
plifhments, he muft lay the blame on his own me- 
rit, which I could not be fo happy as to exprefs 
well. Why is he a man of fo much ability and 
probity ? I had rather find in him more capacity 
and nicety than I bellow upon him, than to make 
him more able, or more nice, than I Ihould find 
him. It fares with him, as with thofe Women of ex- 
traordinary Beauty, in whofe Piftures there is ever 
fomething wanting ; and who ought to be over- 
joyed to ruin the reputation of all Painters. 

Madam Bourneau has ferv'd me a very fcyr- 
vy trick, in Ihewing a very confus'd fketch I had 
fent her about the Tragedy of Alexander. 
This Woman, whom I offen conversed with in Eng- 
land, and who had a great deal of found wit, fent 

me 
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hie that Piece of R a cin e, with a defire to give 
her my Judgment upon it j which I did, in hafte, 
without allowing my felf fufficient time to perUfc 
that Play with attention. I defir'd her, as earneft- 
ly as poflible, not to (hew my Letter: but being 
lefs fcrupulous than ydur felf, in following the ad- 
vice of Friends, I find (he has fhewn it to all the 
world, and has now brought me into the perplexity 
you mention. I hate extremely to fee my Name 
tofs*d about, particularly with things of this nature. 
I am unacquainted with Racine : but as he is 
a great Wit, I wifh it were in my power to fervc 
him ; and yet his greateft enemies could not have 
dcJne worfe, than what I have done without defign. 
However, Sir, if, as you tell me, 'tis not poflible 
to hinder the printing of thofe collected Pieces, 'tis 
better they fliould be printed by the Copy you have, 
and as correftly as poflible, than in fuch a confufioii 
as they have been handed about to the Printer : 
but, pray, take care that my Name be not put to 
them. 

I don't defire you to communicate to any body 
the fide-wind Juftification of what I wrote at St. 
John-dc-Luz ' : you know the reafon of ik as well 
as my felf, I intended to praife him who is now on 
the Throne; but I know not whether my Praifes 
are acceptable. Neither will you, I hope, part with 
the little Charafter, which you did but imperfectly 
copy out ; as for the reft^ it is wholly yours, ana 
you may ufe it as you pleafe. You would oblige 
me, however, to take Ipecial care that nothing of 
it be printed : but, in cafe you cannot prevent it, 
I leave it entirely to your management and dif- 
cretion. 

Your 

^ Sit thi Letter to the Manjuis de Ltohnt, mfined in thi 
life of M, de Su EYrcmond, imd$rthf ytar 16 C7* 
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Your Letters are fo polite and delicate, that the 
Printers of this Country, who are no lefi eager than 
thofe of France, would not fail to dun me for them, 
if xhey knew I had any thing fo ingenious, and fo 
lucely writ. In cruth, no man can write better than 
you do, nor aft Co well m a Aiend's concern. As 
defirous as I am co fee France again, I would not 
have rccurnM before I had been acqu^ted with you, 
both because it is very uncommon to find fo careful 
and fo affedionate a Friend, and i^kui the fcore 
of your agreeable Correlpondcnce. As for the 
Italics of Attila, you make 'em more ingenious 
than I intended *em. The truth is, that Piece is 
lets fitted to the tafte of your Court, than to that 
of Antiquity ■, but I think it extremely fine. 

Here are abundance of trifies, which I would not 
have ventured upon, if the confidence of a very ftridt 
Friendlhip did not admit the fmalleft matters in a 
timiliar intercourfe. 



The Eni of the firfi Vi^mt. 
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